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Moderator’s Report

The Church Council and some other volunteers met on Sept. 13 for our quarterly retreat as we have been doing since
Pastor Peter joined us in 2022. The purpose of these retreats is to address the big questions of who are we, who is God
calling us to be, and who is our neighbor; all important questions to find some answers to as we step into truly
uncharted waters. Since our first retreat in Dec.2022, we have made great strides in discernment around these
questions. Some are goals that have been reached, and some are still in progress, but this is where we are today.

1. Discovering who we are and who and what is God calling us to be:
a. We are actively listening to and sharing with each other as part of worship.
b. We revised our mission statement.
c.  We are opening ourselves to the Holy Spirit, listening to God, and growing in our faith.
d. We have embraced the call to ordained ministry for Amy Greene and support her in her call.
e. We acknowledge and celebrate our past while helping each other walk into the future.
2. Explored who is our neighbor — Explored what it meant to have a ‘bigger table’:
a. We held a series of community conversations that led to the winter shelter collaboration.
b. We created and approved a welcome/diversity/open and affirming statement.
c. Digital ministries (2023) task group researched and purchased new audio-visual equipment for the
sanctuary for on-line streaming.
3. Discovering our small church identity:
a. We are living into the realities of having a part-time minister-
i. Developing and supporting lay worship leading team.
ii. Developing partnerships with other small churches, ecumenical worship.
b. We have intergenerational worship with a ‘Pray Station’ to integrate our children into worship.
c. We actively care for each other, supplementing and strengthening our Caring Tree.
d. We created a restructuring task group to right-size our by-laws and church structure.

So, now it is time to turn our attention to the future — the near future, not the far future because who knows what that
will look like. At this retreat we came up with some concrete next steps that will move us forward and help us live
into our mission.

We have a task group looking into how to use our sanctuary and building to bless our community, including
finding alternative funding sources for different initiatives.

Phil Krill will be leading our stewardship initiative this fall, and understanding our financial realities will be a
part of that.

Our Restructure Team will be ready to share new proposed new by-laws and structure for church discussion
this December and potentially vote on at our next annual meeting.

We will be having conversations about what our pastoral leadership needs to be considering who and where
we are now. We are looking at a retreat on Dec. 6 to brainstorm what this leadership could look like.

We also opened our spirits to further imagine what else could God be calling us to do in this time and place. We
came up with quite a few “what if we?” ideas such as an online blog, caring for the community beyond Sunday
morning, supporting our wonderful old building with grant funding, and collaborations and partnerships that could
support our mission.

How do we imagine we can grow in the Spirit and what does that mean to us individually and as a church? When we
open our hearts, spirits, gifts, what are the possibilities? What can we do now? With apologies to Elizabeth Gilbert —
Listen, Pray, Love. And of course, eat; that’s always a good thing.

Alice Muh, Moderator
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Wireless Guest Account Scam Alert
SSID: FCC Guests

_ Recently some of you received a scam email or text message
Password: fcc189main

supposedly coming from me asking for your assistance. These
Enjoy! scams are getting increasingly prevalent and clever in how
they trigger anxiety and the desire to help in order to have

folks send money. | rarely use email for correspondence and
know that | will NEVER ask you to do what these scams ask for:

August 31, 2025 YTD to send me money, gift cards, say that | need your help to do
something “discreetly” or reach out to you for pastoral
Member support: $ 89,327 assistance on an email.
SChet?i??uvr‘]’édsfmm $ 27,800 If you have any questions about anything you supposedly have
received from me in an email or text message, do call me first
Other Income: $ 12758 || before responding — 206-484-9814.
Total Income: $129,885 Scams like these will continue to get more sophisticated and

we all need to be watchful in opening links or responding to

Vel Espeises: $143,813 emails that seem somehow unusual.

Net: $-13,928

Pastor Peter

The afternoon of October 25™ 1o complement the main street trick-or-treating and
before the Gathering of the Jack O’ Lanterns event in the evening. Warm food and kid
friendly activities are being planned.

Please see the sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary to find out what kind of help is needed
to execute this very popular event in the community! Donations of candy are needed and
again this year, a plea for CASH! Cash will be used to purchase the food items needed.

(Pam is in place this year to shop and make the food!)

;':f-’? ‘
“"":'7?:\;. _ ‘\ Please bring your CANDY and/or CASH
?’ < donations to Church on Sundays or bring
f \'m/ |(@9) to the office
l\ ) v/'l .
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Worship Calendar for October

This fall our worship series based on the Narrative Lectionary hopes to engage all of us with
two questions:

How can our Judeo/Christian tradition help us live lives of meaning and purpose?
Given our faith and history, who are we called to be in this time of moral crisis?

We'll use as one of our resources for the series a new book, Amen: Ancient Wisdom to Mend
our Broken Hearts and World by Rabbi Sharon Brous.

You'll also notice a few new additions to our Sunday worship. We’'ll be using a different
statement of faith or creed on Communion Sundays each month as another opportunity to
reflect on commitments and faith that can ground us in times of uncertainty and remind us
of our connection to communities of faith throughout the ages and the ongoing effort to put
into words our faith commitments as God’s people.

October 5: God Provides Manna: Exodus 16:1-18
World Communion Sunday
Special Offering for Neighbors in Need, a United Church of Christ special mission

offering that supports works of justice and compassion in the United States and abroad.
Please see page eight for more information.

October 12: God Calls Samuel: 1 Samuel 3:1-21
October 19: God Calls David: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 51: 10-14

October 26: Solomon’s Temple: 1 Kings 5:1-5, 8:1-13
Monthly Offering for the Little Free Pantry

Events Coming Up

Conversations on Aging: Mondays October 6 and 20 at 11am in the Ladies Parlor — Join us
for a lively and fun conversation on the joys and challenges of aging. We’ll be talking about
why change is hard for some of us and share some strategies that have helped us navigate the
challenges of change.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Join us each week for a chance to learn and talk together
about an upcoming scripture in our Sunday morning worship service. Join Zoom Meeting: Bible
Study Wednesday Mornings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/89180619787?pwd=wDjbnm3daXY4nAQfE07DQuhAk4Pg2g.1



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89180619787?pwd=wDjbnm3daXY4nAQfE07DQuhAk4Pg2g.1

Shining Lights Learning Center

We're excited to see the new faces for this new school year,
enrollment is strong!

We got to visit the residents at Riverglen for the first time since COVID!! The kids
sang songs, did a show and tell, and the residents were ecstatic to meet them.




Dear First Congregational Church of Littleton,

It was great to see many of you at the Horton Center this past Sunday. What a beautiful Holy space to
hold a worship service!

The first several weeks at First Congregational Church in Southington have been a wonderful learning
experience. I have been a part of Sunday worship and the worship preview videos that go out in the
middle of the week. This is a really great way to get people excited about the worship service that will
be happening that upcoming Sunday.

I have learned about a great three part Bible study program for churches and am grateful to
participate in part three which is on the New Testament. This program is part of the Dickinson Series
on Exploring the Bible if anyone is interested in looking it up.

I have also learned about a Journey through Grief book set from Steven Ministries. This four part
book set is designed to help people through grief. The pastor or care team sends out each book at
specific time periods to the person going through the grief process. A church doesn’t need to be a part
of Steven Ministries to order and provide them to parishioners.

There have been some things that have made me feel a bit more connected to you all from a distance. I
love having the opportunities to join you for Wednesday morning Bible study and continuing to work
with the Restructuring task group. I also find that there is this feeling of inner connectedness on
Sundays because both my home church and the church I am a pastoral intern at are using the same
lectionary and thus reading the same scripture.

And last but not least, a message from Emma. She is loving preschool so far and has made lots of
friends. She cannot wait to go to school each day. Emma has also attended her first concert. It was an
Eagles Tribute band and she absolutely loved the music. As her mom, it is such a blessing to watch
her grow, learn, and experience life.

I look forward to the next time I will be able to see you all and hear about your recent journeys.

Blessings, Amy and Emma

KEXKEXEXLERLEELXEXLEXLEREXL AL EREXLERERLERERLERAERLEERERRERERRERERRXRRRR*

Saturday, October 25: New Hampshire Conference Annual Meeting - Let Peter
know if you would like to join him to learn more about the work of our wider church
ministry in our state. He will be glad to pick you up and give you a ride!

Littleton Winter Shelter Open House: Mark your calendars for Wednesday,
November 12, 5-7pm for an open house at First United Methodist Church Parish Hall
to learn more about our ecumenical and community ministry efforts that empowered
us to open the Littleton Winter Shelter last winter. As cold weather will soon be upon
us, the shelter will continue to provide life-saving support and community connection
and empowerment.
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Worship at Horton Center
September 28th

Horton Center Worship!

We had a wonderful worship service
and potluck on a spectacularly
beautiful fall day on the
mountaintop with 50 members of
First Congregational, Franconia
Community Church, Lancaster
Congregational and other New
Hampshire UCC Congregations.
We’re planning on gathering again
next year on Sunday, September 26!
The lodge at the Horton Center is
completely handicapped accessible
and makes for a very special
gathering place to worship and
experience a hidden gem in the
North Country and our New
Hampshire Conference!
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Special Offering October 5™

Neighbors in Neea

arry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
-Galatians 6:2

The Neighbors in Need offering supports ministries of justice and compassion, with one-third of
the offering given to the Council for American Indian Ministries and the remaining two-thirds
supporting UCC justice ministries.

In 2024 the Neighbors in Need Offering supported 26 grant recipients across the UCC who
were engaged in projects of direct service and advocacy.

Thank you for your support and generosity!

A new season of Dinner Bell

On September 16", Cynthia Nielson and Judy
Oleary headed the first FCC hosted Dinner Bell of
the season. Sixty-three meals were served and an
additional 50 take-home meals were provided.
' Thank you to all who made or brought food,
volunteered or donated money to help with
expenses! The meal consisted of chicken parm,
> pasta, salad, bread and desserts!
th -
- November 25" — Thanksgiving meal ~ all churches
4 and organizations participate

2026: January 6™ and May 5"

We will be planning on serving 90-115 people on the dates above.



On Sunday, 9/21, we blessed and sang to Dottie Bailey shared that she is moving to
to Alison and Ron Bolt as they are Colorado in December to be close to her
moving to Mount Joy, Pennsylvania on family. This is a great time to connect with
September 30™. We surround them with Dottie and say goodbye as we prepare to
our hope and prayers in this time of send her off with our prayers and hope for
goodbyes and new beginnings! this new beginning!

Thank you to everyone who helped with
Judy Beals’ Celebration of Light and Life on
September 27th
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Church Staff

Rev. Peter llgenfritz, Pastor

Office Manager: Pam Nute

Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Reg LaFlam

Officers
Moderator: Alice Muh
Vice Moderator: Dan Kiefer
Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Assistant Treasurer: Rachel Clark

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tim Gould
Property Management: Laurie Boswell

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Vanessa Neuroth
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