FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve

What do you fear? Good News is Louder than Fear!
Welcome, Announcements and Opening Prayer
Prelude
Lighting the Christ Candle
In a fearful world, where do you see the presence of God?

Even in a fearful world, God is here. God is with us and all
around us. On this holy evening, we light the Christ Candle
as a reminder of this Good News. May this flicker of light
help us remember that even in a fearful world, God’s love is
all around us. Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen!

Carol #249 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Celebration Hymnal
All Creation Waits: A Moment for the Young and Young at Heart
Anthem

Greeting One Another

Reading Luke 2:1-7

Carol #278 “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Verses 1, 4)
Reading Luke 2:8-14

Carol #2777 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Verses 1, 3)
Reading Luke 2:15-20

Carol #281 “What Child Is This?”

A Christmas Homily “The Man and the Birds”

Solo

from Paul Harvey

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer (trespasses)
A Christmas Offering

Doxology
Praise God for gifts of hope and peace
Praise God for gifts of joy and love
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell
On Earth for us Emmanuel - Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Poem - “The Oxen” by Thomas Hardy

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock.
“Now they are all on their knees,”

An elder said as we sat in a flock

By the embers in hearthside ease.

We pictured the meek mild creatures where
They dwelt in their strawy pen,

Nor did it occur to one of us there

To doubt they were kneeling then.

So fair a fancy few would weave

In these years! Yet, I feel,

If someone said on Christmas Eve,
“Come; see the oxen kneel,

“In the lonely barton by yonder climb
Our childhood used to know,”

I should go with him in the gloom,
Hoping it might be so.



Carol #2353 “Silent Night! Holy Night!”
Reading John 1:1-5,14

Carol #270 “Joy to the World!”
Benediction

Postlude

Thank you to Jocelyn, Jesse, Sophia, Marley and Raina Curell for

lighting the Advent Candles!

Thank you to Kristjar Nielson for singing!

Thank you to Kim Smith, Sophia and Marley Curell for sharing

their gift of liturgical dance!

We hope you can join us after worship for a special holiday

4.

5.

celebration and Christmas Caroling in the Ladies’ Parlor!

Greeters — Laurie Boswell and Family

Guidelines for Lighting Candles:

If you are holding a lit candle, keep it upright (so no wax will spill).

To light your candle, turn it sideways and light it from your neighbor’s
candle.

From then on, hold your candle upright (so no wax will spill).

Turn and let your neighbor light his or her candle from the flame of your
upright candle.

And so on.

You're welcome to take your candle home, if you like. Please leave the plastic
candle-holders in the basket at the back of the sanctuary. Thanks for helping us have
a safe and joyful Christmas Eve service.
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2025 Painsettia Dedications

Laurie Boswell — In memory of Art Hunt, Jane & Earl Boswell
Susan Greenwood - In memory of loved ones
Nancy & Doug Hadfield — In memory of our daughter, Amy

Lucy Haworth — In memory of Frank Haworth Pickles

Joyce and Phil Krill — In memory of our parents
Emily and Reg LaFlam - In memory of our son, Ronald LaFlam
Karen and Stuart Lord — In memory of our parents, brother and nephew
Dottie Morton — In memory of my husband, Ray
Alice & Bob Muh - In honor of Ed King, Littleton Food Co-op

In honor of Becky Colpitts, Littleton Food Co-op
Elaine & Emil Pollak — In memory of loved ones
Marion Schlosser — In memory of Louis Schlosser
Suzanne Schott — In honor of faithful people everywhere
Amy Sharpe - In memory of our parents

Linda Warden — In memory of Angels Erma, Karen and Anna



