FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
January 4, 2026

Epiphany Sunday

Welcome, Announcements and Opening Prayer

Prelude

Lighting the Christ Candle

In a fearful world, where do you see the presence of God?

Even in a fearful world, God is here. God is all around us. On
this holy evening, we light the Christ Candle as a reminder of
this Good News. May this flicker of light help us remember
that even in a fearful world, God’s love is all around us.
Thanks be to God for a love like that! Amen!

*Hymn #154 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” New Century Hymnal

Prayer of Confession

Forgive us when we allow fear to stop us in our tracks. Forgive
us when our own fear prevents us from following your call.
Forgive us when fear is louder than love. Show us how to turn
fear into action. Show us how to live like the magi who
searched for you in a fearful world. With hope we pray, Amen.

Silent Confession

Offertory
*Doxology (See back of bulletin for words)
Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Hymn #129 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
New Century Hymnal

Benediction

Postlude

Those who are able may stand where marked (*).

Thank you to our worship leader today, Lars Nielson

Prayers and liturgy adapted from Rev. Sarah A. Speed, A
Sanctified Art LLC/ sanctifiedart.org

Thank you for joining us for worship today! It is our sincere hope that
all who gather in this place will Rnow and experience the love,
forgiveness, hope, and new life available through Jesus Christ.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe in celebrating the rich
diversity of human experiences and creating a place where everyone
feels valued, respected, and fully included. Accordingly, our
community of faith wholeheartedly welcomes all people regardless of
their race, gender, age, nationality, economic circumstances, physical
or mental ability, or sexual orientation. The welcome and affirmation
we extend reflects God’s grace and love made known in Jesus Christ.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

January Prayer Requests

Barbara Holland Linda and Bob Warden
Ed O’Brien Arianna English

Ryan Hall Dick Searles

Michael “Nia” Edney Rob Wilmont

Carol Borghese All Saints Church

After 4 weeks names will be removed unless requested to continue.
Please contact Elaine Pollak, Caring Tree chair, at (802) 633-3669 or laneylou@gmail.com

Roberta Lavoie
Cutter Flynn Marianne Langdoc
Patty Ritzo Susan Strong

Fern Mortersen Jackie Taxter
Wayne and Johanna Derby

Virginia Hyatt

Calendar:

Sunday mornings at 9:00 am — Adult Bible Class — Classroom

Wednesdays: Bible Study and Prayer — 8:30 am — Zoom
Choir Rehearsal — 6:00 pm — Ladies Parlor

Peter will be away, Tuesday, January 6th
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Our Mission Stafement:

We anite fo worship God and share Christ's love by caring for our wider
commanity in a way that welcomes all and invites and inspires the gift of
spiritual rengwal.


file:///C:/Users/FCC/Documents/Bulletin%20Templates/Bulletin%20inserts%202023/laneylou@gmail.com
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR4H/home

Assurance of Pardon:

Whether fear inspires us to action, or stops us dead in our
tracks, God’s love for us is boundless. We are seen. We are
surrounded by grace. We are sent to serve. Thanks be to God!
Amen.

*Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

Welcome Artemis Collins!
Greeting One Another
Anthem

Scripture Reading Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18

Sermon

“Refugee”

We think of him as safe beneath the steeple,
Or cozy in a crib beside the font,

But he is with a million displaced people

On the long road of weariness and want.
For even as we sing our final carol

His family is up and on that road,

Fleeing the wrath of someone else’s quarrel,
Glancing behind and shouldering their load.

Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower

Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled,

The lambs are slaughtered by the men of power,

And death squads spread their curse across the world.
But every Herod dies, and comes alone

To stand before the Lamb upon the throne.

(from Sounding the Seasons. Malcolm Guite, Canterbury Press)

*An Affirmation of Faith:

We believe in a with-us God.

We believe in the hope of tomorrow.

We believe that good news is louder than fear.

We believe this good news is for all people.

So even when our knees shake, our voice trembles,
Even when fear is all around us, we will hold onto this good
news.

We will reach for each other.

We will look for God in our midst.

We will sing songs of joy.

We will proclaim:

Unto us, love is born.

Amen.

* Hymn #143 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”
New Century Hymnal

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (See back of bulletin for words)

Communion



