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Thanksgivings!

As | write this, | am recalled to the many thanksgivings | have for you and for our life together as
church. In a time when it is so easy to be overwhelmed, overcome, stressed and anxious, | need
to be reminded of the Psalmists call to “lift up your eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my
strength.” | need to be recalled to the gifts of what is here and now including the relationships in
our lives and the community in which we live. Here and now is where we can and do make a
difference individually and together each day.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Pumpkin Patch event such a success again this year.
You provided a warm and filling space for families to enjoy food, fellowship and fun. Special
thanks to Pam and her family who provided the food for feasting and staffed the kitchen on a
busy afternoon. Each year we’ve been reminded that we have found another vibrant way to
serve our wider community by doing what we do best - providing warm welcome, hospitality,
food and fellowship. As more in our community are struggling with food insecurity, loneliness,
isolation, anxiety and stress, we make a difference in sharing the gifts we enjoy as church each
Sunday to the wider community.

Thank you to all of our generous contributors to the ministry of the church. Thank you to all who
made a pledge for our ministry in the coming year. Your pledges help our church leaders plan for
the future with hope and confidence. We have been blessed by very generous contributions for
the church power wash as well that will help the church sparkle on the outside like we are
sparkling as community on the inside.

Thank you to the offering of prayers you shared on Stewardship Sunday:

We are a people that need peace and sanity, free time, calm, centeredness, intentionality,
reflective time, empathy and patience, community and strength. We are grateful for and pray for
our church that we can continue to nurture welcome, safety and support for all; a community
grounded in peace, hope and truth, community, connections and joy. We pray that we might
continue to draw on our rich heritage to build up a faithful and loving people. We pray for
excitement for the Lord and faith in the Spirit.

This Thanksgiving Sunday, November 23, when we’ll gather for an Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service here, consider writing some Thanksgiving cards to bring and share with people here and
the wider community for the Thanks you carry!

DPeter
206-484-9814
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Happy Birthday! 1

Doug Menzies 1st All Saints Day
Jeff Nute 4th

Tom Smith 11t 7:00 PM-AA-FH
Tina Peabody 16th
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Rev. Peter ligenfritz
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of Advent
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Rev. Peter llgenfritz

KEY:

FH - Fellowship Hall
LP - Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom
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Financial Report Reminder! “Thank You” by Ross Gay
November 1st _
September 30, 2025 YTD Daylight Saving Time Ends If you find yourself half naked
’ Clocks back 1 hour! and barefoot in the frosty
Member support; $111,944 grass, hearing, again , the

\% G // earth’s great, sonorous moan
Scheduled w/d from $ 27.800 A \( & that says you are the air of the
trust funds ’
@@ : \% now and gone, that says all you
Other Income: $ 14,013 -

love will turn to dust, and will

meet you there, do not raise
Total Income: $153,757 Pam will be out of the office until your fist. Do not raise your
November 10th

small voice against it. And do

not take cover. Instead, curl

Wireless Guest Account your toes into the grass, watch
SSID: FCC Guests the cloud ascending from your

lips. Walk through the garden’s

dormant splendor.

Enjoy! Say only, thank you.

Thank you.

Total Expenses: $160,200

Net: $-6,443

Password: fcc189main

“The Crucible” at TheatreUP November 7,8,9, 14,15,16.

When | learned this summer that TheatreUp was putting on Arthur Miller’s play, “The Crucible” this
fall, | knew | had to try out for a play about part of our church history, albeit not our finest hour!
Yes, for sure | was most interested in trying out for one of the ministers in the play, and yes, was
most excited that | was cast as Rev. Samuel Parris, the terrible, horrible, self-obsessed and anxiety-
ridden pastor of Salem. Being in a play with such a great cast and playing such a great obnoxious
character has been so much fun this fall.

Miller’s play uses the Salem Witch Trials as background to show what happens when a small
community is overcome by anxiety and fear, leading to finger-pointing and violence to fellow
neighbors. Poor Samuel Parris is not a very effective pastor and gets caught up in all the fear-
mongering to protect himself. He’s an easy person to hate and there is not a lot to admire about the
poor man. And yet he is also so us. He’s all of us who want to pass the buck and pass the blame onto
others for all our troubles. He’s all of us who wants to keep himself safe and out of harm’s way no
matter what. He’s all of us with a deep unsealed hurt that comes out in lashing words and a violent
temperament.

Our Congregational forebears who got swept up in the Salem Witch Trials grew into a people who are
now known for our extravagant welcome. We’ve come a long way. And yes, in our history bear a
reminder that we can all grow and change, learn and repent of past wrongdoing and wooden-
headedness, and become a humbler, wiser, and more faithful people in the process. As | write this
plans are still underway for a talk-back on Sunday, November 9 after the performance. Whether or
not you can make that talk-back or performance, much good food for thought for us to discuss
together here!

DPeter
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Shining Lights Learning Center

The children had a wonderful time at the bookstore! Karen Lord
joined in the fun as a volunteer to accompany them on their walk.

Spirit week; Super hero day! We had a lot of
Spidermen (and witches!).
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Worship Calendar for November

Saturday, November 1, 10-11:30 Nature’s Calling: Honoring our Ancestors. We’ll gather at Ski
Hearth Farm, 392 Streeter Pond Road in Sugar Hill for a chance to remember and honor our
ancestors and loved ones. A wonderful opportunity to make a wider circle with those of diverse
faith and religious backgrounds to mark and celebrate All Saints’ Day and build community! Invite
your friends and join us!

We continue our Fall Worship Service this month following the Narrative Lectionary and
scripture readings from the Old Testament.

November 2: God Speaks to Elijah: 1 Kings 19:1-8 - The Still Speaking Call. We’ll celebrate All
Saints Sunday today and have a chance to light candles in remembrance of loved ones. We’ll also
celebrate our monthly communion service today.

November 9: Amos:Justice Rolls Down: Amos 1:1-2, 5:14-15, 21-24. We’ll recognize and honor our
Veterans today on Veterans Day Sunday. Grateful to Mary and Lars for leading worship today!

November 16: Isaiah: A Child is Born: Isaiah 9:1-7. We are delighted that Amy Greene is with us
this morning to lead worship with Mary. At Coffee Hour we’ll have a chance to hear more from
Amy about her internship experience in Connecticut and next steps she’s taking in her path toward
ordained ministry.

November 23: Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14. We’ll celebrate an Ecumenical
Thanksgiving service with Community Church of Christ in Franconia and First United Methodist
joining us for worship here today. Today is also our monthly special offering for the Little Free
Pantry.

November 30: First Sunday of Advent: All Creation Waits: The Advent Mystery of New Beginnings.
This year we are using a beautiful Advent devotional, All Creation Waits by Gayle Boss as the guide
through the season. As Gayle Boss reminds us, “The dark is not an end, but a door. This is the way
a new beginning comes.” In a dark, challenging and fearful season for many, we’ll be sharing this
season stories of creatures surviving through the long winter and the Gospel of Luke to give us
resilience, strength, perseverance and hope.

And Today, Sunday, November 30: God be with you, Dottie Bailey! This Sunday we’ll bless Dottie
Bailey as she moves to a retirement community near her children and their families in Denver,
Colorado. You will so be missed Dottie and you go with all our prayers, thanksgivings and God’s
love with you!

Sermon on the Road: Emily LaFlam shared that she will be preaching at First United Methodist on
November 2. So wonderful that we continue to grow and find ways to come together and share our
gifts with each other in our ecumenical community!
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Other Events coming up:

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Join us each week for a chance to learn and talk together about
an upcoming scripture in our Sunday morning worship service. Join Zoom Meeting: Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85447221746?pwd=DgeZrénocimpn0bb4arss3m8UHYwaM. 1

November 5 - Isaiah: A Child is Born: Isaiah 9:1-7 (Amy preaching on November 16)
November 12 - Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
November 24 — Luke 1:5-13

Conversations on Aging: Mondays, November 10 and 24 at 11am in the Ladies Parlor
Join us for a lively and fun conversation on the joys and challenges of aging.

Littleton Winter Shelter Open House: Mark your calendars for Wednesday, November 12,
5-7pm for an open house at First United Methodist Church Parish Hall to learn more about our
ecumenical and community ministry efforts that empowered us to open the Littleton Winter
Shelter last winter. As cold weather will soon be upon us, the shelter will continue to provide
life-saving support and community connection and empowerment. Stop by to get a tour of the
shelter from 5-6pm and join us for a reception and presentation on the impact the shelter is
having from 6-7pm in the church fellowship hall.

Thanksgiving Cards! Bring your Thanksgiving cards to worship on Sunday, November 23 for a time
to have them blessed as we share our thanks to those who have gifted us with their presence,
prayers and support this past year. We’ll also have a chance to write and share Thanksgiving Cards
with each other!

Thursday, November 27: Celebrating Thanksgiving Together: I've talked with some of
you about your interest in having a potluck Thanksgiving meal to celebrate the holiday
together. If this idea interests you and you might like to take part, let me know and we will
come up with a plan!

‘y{;

SAVE THE DATE!

Reminder that the First Sunday of Advent (November 30™)
is the annual Christmas tree and sanctuary decorating after
church service.

October 25"

Peter at the NH Conference Annual
Meeting with Lars and Phil, Bill
Briggs and David Feldman (pastor in
Meridian) both honored for serving
60 years in ministry!
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Restructuring team report and invitation

The Restructure Team, commissioned this spring by the Church Council, has been diligently
working on revising our bylaws to streamline and update our governance and structure. After
revising our mission statement, the council felt it was time to look at how and why we do the
work of the Church. The goal was to develop a governance structure to help us live out our
mission as a small church. This meant revising and updating our bylaws and making them as
flexible as possible. The good news is we are already evolving into a new structure.

Church Council approved a draft of the new bylaws on Oct. 16, 2025. The team will present
the governance structure and bylaws after church for ‘coffee and conversation’ on two
Sundays: Nov. 2 and Nov. 9. We hope you will come and bring your curiosity and desire to
serve the Lord through our church. We look forward to your feedback, input, questions and
discussion. Copies of the new bylaws (draft) will be available in church. The revised Bylaws will

be voted on at the next annual meeting.

--- Alice Muh, Tina Peabody, Mary Menzies, Amy Greene, Jo Beth Dudley

Neighbors in Need

arry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfll the law of Christ.

o o

$1,189 was raised last month.
THANK YOU!

Thank you to the Caring Tree!

As always, let Elaine Pollak from the Caring
Tree (802-633-3669) and Peter know of
pastoral and prayer concerns, if you would
like to have a visit or conversation, and other
ways we can support you as your community
of faith!

Littleton Winter Shelter Invites you to:

COMMUNITY OPEN
HOUSE + DONOR

APPRECIATION
FUNDRAISER EVENT

Together we can keep people warm + safe

Open house at shelter
followed by food and
refreshments at the
Methodist Church

November 12th
5-7PM
18 Pleasant Street

g1- R
55

LITTLETON

WINTER
SHELTER

* Providing warm beds

throughout the winter season
¢ Helping connect to resources
+« Community care
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Sustaining our Church

We have all been blessed to have received the 223 year heritage of First Congregational Church
in Littleton. Our current facility has been thoughtfully and beautifully maintained for over 175
years. First Congregational Church has been a focal point in the greater Littleton community.
Our church currently has numerous outreach programs, activities and support:

Shining Lights Learning Center Little Free Pantry

Several AA groups AlAnon

White Mountain Voices Community Marching Band
Church Dinners Pumpkin Patch Hangout
Conversations on Aging Bible Study

Worship at Riverglen Boy Scout Lodging

Eastern Star Littleton Winter Shelter
Dinner Bell

All of this is possible through dedicated leadership and participation among our members.
However, the reality is that we are an aging congregation with fewer members and declining
financial resources. On the reverse side of this letter we have included a recap of our member
pledges both in numbers and dollars over the past seven years. As you can see, it is a pattern
that is very concerning. Pledging units have declined from 44 to 26 and four families are giving
45.8 % of our total pledged dollars. As we approach 2026, we hope you will consider pledging
to the best of your ability and welcome any of your acquaintances to consider being a part of
our loving church. Insuring the current and future leadership is vital to Sustaining our
Church.

Below is a pledge card for your faithful and generous commitment to our 2026 operating
budget. If you haven’t already, please complete and return to the church by mail or in person
by November 14, 2025.

With continued faith and support, Your Finance Committee

For CHURCH RECORDS Envelope # P e For GHURCH RECORDS
for office use)
Name Date;
Address With others in my congregation, | commit
City Shit Zip Code myself to give in proportion to what | have
. = for the ministries of the church and the
Iplantogive beginning —— each O week O month proclamation of the good news of Jesus
[date and year) Annual Total Chyist:

For our congregation’s ministries - — $

and | plan to give beginning

For our congregation’s wider mission S — $ (dota.and year)

| ungerstand nar iis commirment can be changed at any fime by giving nofice to the Each Dweek Omonth

appropriate church officer. Annual Total

For our

O | would like to talk with someone about including the church or church-related institution conaregilions $ $
in my will. ministries
Signed: Date: and
= [ For our
_Dreaming God'sDream ——F—
!V wider mission

. NO GIFY TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO 810,

g s R ————
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Thank you to everyone who made the Pumpkin Patch Hangout event on
October 25" such a success!!

Thank you for the donations of candy & money to cover food supplies!
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Church Staff

Rev. Peter llgenfritz, Pastor

Office Manager: Pam Nute

Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Reg LaFlam

Officers
Moderator: Alice Muh
Vice Moderator:
Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Assistant Treasurer: Rachel Clark

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tim Gould
Property Management: Laurie Boswell

- . . The Congreqational Gharch
Shining Lights Learning Center e S Vapix

Board Chair: Suzanne Schott DS

Director: Vanessa Neuroth




