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At Work in the Quiet

I’ve just come back from a five-day silent retreat at the Alcyon Retreat Center on Mount Desert
Island. What do you do on a silent retreat? All sorts of things, and yes, sometimes, sit on a chair
or on a cushion on the floor for 25 minutes or so several times a day to be quiet, breathe, and
listen together. Listen to what? That’s a harder question! Listen to all those thoughts and often
unhelpful ones that rumble around in our heads. Yes, wait impatiently for the bell to ring. Yes,
try to listen to the rise and fall of your breath, and sometimes, much to your own surprise and
perhaps only for a moment, find yourself just sitting, listening, breathing.

| had a meditation teacher who once told me he sat quietly in order to have one good breath. The
Trappist monk, Thomas Merton, wrote about what he experienced in the silent practice of prayer:
At the center of our being is a point of nothingness which is untouched by sin and by illusion, a
point of pure truth, a point or spark which belongs entirely to God, which is never at our
disposal, from which God disposes our lives, which is inaccessible to the fantasies of our own
mind or the brutalities of our own will. This little point of nothingness and of absolute poverty is
the pure glory of God in us.

The poet and writer, John O’Donahue, said of this quiet place in all of us, What it means is that
your identity is not equivalent to your biography...there is a place in you where you have never
been wounded, where there’s still a sureness in you, where there’s a seamlessness in you, where
there’s a confidence and tranquility in you. And | think the intention of prayer and spirituality
and love is now and again to visit that inner sanctuary.

| like that idea of this quiet place in me, in all of us. And sometimes, much to my own surprise, it
finds me. Walking in the woods, listening to the river, pausing to look out the window, sipping my
morning cup of coffee. Find it, at church in the singing of a hymn, or listening to the choir
anthem. Advent is an invitation for all of us to listen to and for that quiet voice in us. An
invitation amidst all the noise and busyness of the season to also take time in it all to listen.

| hope that together this season in the sharing in the daily readings in our Advent devotional, All
Creation Waits, in worship and caroling, in assembling deacon’s baskets and stocking the Little
Free Pantry, in writing of Christmas cards and walking by the river, we’ll all have time to wonder
at the amazing work and touch of God here, now, in us, all of us and all creation. For as Thomas
Merton wrote, this little point of God’s light in us is everywhere, in everybody, and if we could
see it we would see these billions of points of light coming together in the face and blaze of a
sun that would make all the darkness and cruelty of life vanish completely. | have no program for
this seeing: it is only given. But the Gate of Heaven is everywhere.

Advent Blessings, Peter
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Happy
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ECUMENICAL CAROL
SING-ALONG SUNDAY

10:30 AM-Franconia
Community Church

29

7:00 PM - AA - FH

30

31

8:30 AM - Bible
Study & Prayer -
Zoom

7:00 PM - AA - FH

KEY:

Pastor Away

Pastor Away

Pastor Away

FH - Fellowship Hall
LP - Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom
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Financial Report

October 31, 2025 YTD

Member support: $123,778

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds § 52,800
Other Income: $ 14,804
Total Income: $191,382

Total Expenses: $181,228

Net: $ 10,154

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests

Password: fcc189main

Christmas Baskets on December 201!

We will continue our annual tradition of Christmas Baskets this year.
We plan on up to 16 baskets to be assembled and delivered on:
Saturday, December 20. We will include cheese, crackers, fruit, and
nuts, in addition to Christmas cookies and (some) candy.

You can help with this effort by:

e Let me know who should be on the “list” this year. Traditionally, we
have delivered baskets to shut-ins, people going through a difficult
time (could be health or other issues), or people who have
experienced a recent loss. It is a way of showing that we care and the
recipients don’t have to be members of our congregation. | have
checked with the Caring Tree, and we have 12 names so far.

o Set aside some extra cookies when you do your holiday baking (we
will need about 16 dozen assorted cookies for 16 baskets) or bake
special treats for this. Mini quick breads are a great choice. -

¢ Volunteer to come on December 20 to help assemble the baskets at
9:30 am in the fellowship hall and/or deliver them afterwards.

e Make a monetary donation to help pay for the baskets, wrappings,
and purchased food items - always needed!!

Let me know what baked goods you plan to contribute!!
Please send your suggestions and commitments to

Enjoy!
Mary Menzies at maryhealdmenzies@gmail.com or on
her cell phone: 603-991-0323.
WHITE CE Invites you to help the children in the community

\OICES

Concert here on Sunday,
December 21%" at 3:00 pm
in the sanctuary

Featuring Vivaldi Magnificat, Bach,
Part, American holiday spirituals,
and songs of peace

Accompaniment by Joseph Hansalik
piano and members of the Plymouth
Strings

celebrate Christmas!!

Since December 2019, the Sunday School children have
assembled stockings to put in the Little Free Pantry. Over
the last five years, with the help of the congregation, we
have assembled nearly 500 stockings!! Unfortunately, for
many families in our community times have not gotten any
easier. If you would like to help, please consider donating
small toys, coloring books, toothbrushes, etc., anything to
help make a local child feel that they have not been
forgotten. If you would like to help stuff stockings, please
contact Kim Smith at cierge@aol.com or 603-548-8547.
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Christmas Fund — Special Offering, December 21

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy
and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100
years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small
annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift
checks each December to our lower-income retirees.

“...WHEN THEY SAW

THE SrI.‘AR,

THEY WERE FILLED

wild O Y%

MATTHEW 2:10

United Church of Christ congregations and members have
blessed the Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years.
This year, your care and compassion will be especially
appreciated by those servants of the church who are facing a time
of need. Thank you!

Donate to The Christmas Fund

ke a tangible difference
h workers, and their

Poinsettia Order Forms
Available at the Back of the
Sanctuary and the office

The cost is $21.00.

All orders must be given to
Pam in the Office fstcontg189@gmail.com by
Sunday, December 7"

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO
“CHERRY BLOSSOMS”.

The poinsettias will be used to decorate the
sanctuary at Christmas.

All dedications must be given to Pam in writing.
Please be sure it is legible.

Please: One “in memory or honor of” per
Poinsettia!
Thank you very much.

December 6: All Church
Leadership Retreat

The Church Council is meeting for our
next leadership retreat on Saturday
morning, December 6 from 8:30-12 noon
in the Ladies Parlor. We’ll be talking
about plans for restructuring our council
and committee structure to better fit the
current needs of the church and discuss
what we want to prioritize in pastoral
leadership to help us grow as a community
of faith.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Join
us each week for a chance to learn and talk
together about the upcoming scripture in
our Sunday morning worship service. Join
Zoom Meeting: Bible Study Wednesday
Mornings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/854472217467?p
wd=DgeZr6nocimpnObb4arss3m8UHYwaM
1

Conversations on Aging: Mondays,
December 1% and 15™ at 11am in the
Ladies Parlor
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Worship in the Seasons of Advent and Christmastide: All Creation Waits:
The Advent Mystery of New Beginnings

This year we are gifting you with a beautiful Advent devotional, All Creation Waits by Gayle Boss, as a guide
through the season. As Gayle Boss reminds us in this darkest time of year, “The dark is not an end, but a door.
This is the way a new beginning comes.”

In a challenging and fearful time for many, we’ll be sharing stories of how creatures survive through the long
winter. The Gospel of Luke will be our scriptural inspiration as we look to familiar stories that model resilience,
strength, perseverance and hope in anxious times.

Pick up your family’s copy of All Creation Waits this week or on Sunday. The devotional begins on Monday,
December 1. What is inspiring for you about how these creatures survive through a long winter? If you took
what they do to heart, how might you be different this season?

Sunday, November 30: First Sunday of Advent: In the Time of Herod, We Long for God to Break In.
(Luke 1:5-13- Luke starts with King Herod in an era of fear; Lamentations 3:55-57 — When | called on you, you
said, Do not fear!)

God be with you, Dottie Bailey! Today we’ll bless Dottie Bailey as she moves to a retirement community near
her children and their families in Denver, Colorado. You will so be missed Dottie and you go with all our
prayers, thanksgivings and God’s love with you...And a special coffee hour celebration and cake! We’ll
continue our blessings and celebrations with decorating the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas following
coffee hour!

Sunday, December 7 — Second Sunday of Advent: When We’re Running Out of Hope, God is at Work
(Matthew 11:1-11 — John the Baptist is running out of hope and reaches out to Jesus; Isaiah 43:19-21 | am about
to do a new thing.) Bring your stories today about what you learned from the stories in our Advent devotional
about hope and resilience. We’ll celebrate communion today as well!

Sunday, December 14 — Third Sunday of Advent: Even in our Fear, We are Called Forward (Luke 1:26-
39 The Angel Visits Mary; Jeremiah 1:4-10 Jeremiah is Called as a Prophe.t)

Sunday, December 21 — Fourth Sunday of Advent: When You’re Afraid, Give Me Your Hand (Matthew
1-:18-25 The angel visits Joseph in a dream; Isaiah 41:5-10 Do not fear for | am with you.)

Wednesday, December 24 — Christmas Eve Service 5PM: Good News is Louder Than Fear (Luke 2:1-20
The angels deliver good news to the shepherds who go to the newborn Christ.) Bring your friends and family
and join us for our traditional candlelight service of Christmas readings and carols!

Sunday, December 28 — Ecumenical Carol Sing-Along Service in Franconia (10:30am)

Sunday, January 4 — Epiphany Sunday: Fear Doesn’t Stop Us (Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18 The magi visit
Christ; Herod responds with the massacre of the innocents.) Come welcome our college winter intern, Artemis
Collins, this morning!

Winter Solstice Celebration: We’ll have a special gathering on Monday,
December 22 at 11am to mark the Winter Solstice, light candles and
remember loved ones. I hope you can join us!
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Church Staff

Rev. Peter llgenfritz, Pastor

Office Manager: Pam Nute

Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Reg LaFlam

Officers
Moderator: Alice Muh
Vice Moderator: Dan Kiefer
Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Assistant Treasurer: Rachel Clark

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tim Gould
Property Management: Laurie Boswell

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Vanessa Neuroth



