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It finally got cold. When I went out this morning, it was five degrees. I was
wondering when it was going to get cold. I know it could get a lot colder, probably will,
but this is fine for now. I love these bright, frozen days when the sky is bright blue, and
the sun glints off of the snow, and the snow-shoe-hare tracks appear in the yard, coming
up from the woods behind the house to the pumpkin we put out just for them—well, for
them and the skunks and the squirrels and—what kind of tracks are those? The deer are
finding the apples we left hanging on the trees until they fell to the ground by themselves.
Frozen apple-pops they are now, I guess.
Annual Meeting is coming up. Sunday, February 9. We’ll call the meeting to order
at the start of worship upstairs in the sanctuary. After worship, we’ll come downstairs to
the fellowship hall. I hope you’re planning to be there. Things are coming together, I
think. A few things are kind of loose in the joints. Some of the people who’ve been on
committees for a long time are getting weary; we need some new folks to step up; we’re
hoping to find a few willing volunteers to fill some important slots in our leadership. You
might want to pray on that question a little bit, reflect a while on the valuable gifts you’ve
received from the church, consider the talents and skills you know you have, and ask
yourself the question, “What might the Spirit be calling me to do to help support this
church?”
At our Annual Meeting, we’ll hear from the Moderator and from the people who
manage our finances; we’ll hear from committees and task-forces—people who offer
their talents and skills to educate our children, nurture our elders, make new connections
with the people around us, maintain our building, and offer support to people in need
both at home and abroad.
The work of the church is exciting and rich. We are blessed with extraordinary
staff people, gifted and skillful, outgoing and warm. Kurt is here at all kinds of odd hours:
he sets up events and he keeps the place clean and welcoming for the many, many people
who come through our doors every week. Dottie brings us the wonderful blessing of
music, leads the choir to do things we never thought we could, and fills our worship with
beauty and song. Pam keeps the whole amazing show going—crunching the numbers,
creating these newsletters, keeping the records, dealing with me and meeting the
amazing array of people who walk through our doors—I feel silly even trying to sum up
what Pam does—and all with a smile and a bright, cheerful voice.
So I wanted to thank our wonderful staff; and I wanted to encourage you to let
them know you appreciate what they do; and I wanted to thank our volunteer workers,
members of committees and worker-bees alike; and I wanted to encourage you to think
about your talents and your skills and maybe you’ll feel inspired to join us as we share the
work of being the church.
Hey. The mercury rose while I was writing this. Double digits. Fourteen. In this
season of cold, I am deeply grateful for the warmth of this church, your commitment and
your willingness to step up and share the joy and the work of bringing God’s love to one
another, our neighbors and the world. Thanks and blessings,

david

First Congregational Church
February 2020
Office Hours:
Monday–Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

KEY:

Barrington Boy Scout
Troop Here – LP&FH

FH – Fellowship Hall
LP – Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom
2

7:00 PM-AA-FH

3

8:00 AM – Boy Scout Troop 11:30 AM-AA - FH
departs – LP

4
11:30 AM-AA - FH

5

6

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

7
11:30 AM-AA – FH

8
8:00 AM - Men’s
Breakfast –- Weddington
residence

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

10:00 AM – Sunday School

1:00 PM – (Private) –
Celebration of Life service
- FH

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
and communion
Pastors' Sabbath

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
7:00 PM-AA-FH

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

7:00 PM-AA-LP

9 MISSION SUNDAY 10
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11

12

13

14

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:20 AM-Annual Meeting –
FH

5:30 PM – SLLC BOD 6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

12:00 PM - Eastern Star
- FH

5:00 Property
Committee - CR

Pastors' Sabbath
7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

16

17

18

19

20

21

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

10:00 AM-Worship Service Office Closed
10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

SLLC Closed
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

6:30 PM – COG CR

1:30 PM – Set Up
Hall for community
dinner

22

5PM –Community Dinner
Fundraiser - FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-LP

23

24

25

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

26

ASH
WEDNESDAY

27

28

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

29

11:30 AM-AA - FH

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM – Sunday School

7:00 PM-Ash
Wednesday Service-LP

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
Pastors' Sabbath
Food Pantry Collection

15

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

First Congregational Church
March 2020
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday
1 First Sunday of Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible Study
– CR

Monday
2
11:30 AM-AA - FH

Tuesday
3
11:30 AM-AA - FH

Wednesday

Thursday

4
11:30 AM-AA - FH

5

6

11:30 AM-AA – FH

WORLD
DAY OF
PRAYER

8 Second Sunday of

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
Pastors' Sabbath

9

7:00 PM-AA-FH

10

11

12

13

14

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

8:00 AM - Men’s
Breakfast – TBD

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

5:00 PM – Property 4:30 PM – Finance –
– CR
LaFleur residence

Lent
MISSION SUNDAY

11:30 AM-AA - FH

One Great Hour of Sharing
9:00 AM – Adult Bible Study 5:30 PM – SLLC
– CR
BOD
10:00 AM-Worship Service

Pastors' Sabbath

10:00 AM – Sunday School

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

7:00 PM-AA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

15 Third Sunday of

16

17

18

19

20

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR
10:00 AM-Worship Service
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

10:00 AM – Sunday School
Pastors' Sabbath

22 Fourth Sunday of

23

24

25

26

27

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Lent

Pastors' Sabbath

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

29 Fifth Sunday of

30

7:00 PM – Eastern 6:30 PM-Choir
Star - FH
Practice-LP
7:00 PM-AA-FH

31

Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Food Pantry Collection

28

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:30 PM – Council
Meeting - CR

KEY:
FH – Fellowship Hall
LP – Ladies Parlor

10:00 AM-Worship Service &
Sunday School
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

7:00 PM-AA-FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM – Sunday School

21

6:30 PM – COG –
CR

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

7

7:00 PM-AA-FH

10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

Saturday

11:30 AM-AA – FH

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
and Communion

Friday

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
Pastors' Sabbath

CR - Classroom

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Thank You to everyone who
contributed to the

The Roof Fund total
(as of 1/31/20)

Christmas Eve Offering
$745.00
To benefit our Local
Emergency Relief Fund

$24,110.70
Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

Still NEEDED!!!

Financial Report
December 31, 2019

YTD

Member support:

$155,301

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 18,243

Other Income:

$ 16,269

Total Income:

$ 189,813

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 183,960
$ 5,853

Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be
Greeters/Ushers already!!
Please sign up, we need you!

Wireless Guest Account

SPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR!

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main

March 8th

Men’s Breakfast

Food Collection Sunday

8:00 am

February 23, 2020
March 29, 2020

February 8 – Weddington
Residence
March 14 – TBD

*****************************

Daylight Savings Time
Begins

The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:

Soups, stews, coffee,
canned meat. Tissues.
Canned fruit and Salad
Dressing. Condiments for
sandwiches.

Thank you

Enjoy!

A special thank you to
Reg LaFlam for delivering food
from this church every month
to the community food pantry.
We also thank him for checking
on the church on nearly a daily
basis and doing minor repairs
when needed. We are blessed
to have such a dedicated
servant of the church.

Page 5

Steeple Talk

217th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2020
Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation on or
about the first Sunday in February for the purposes of:





Electing officials and committees
Setting the budget
Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year
Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership

The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind
us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God. In
fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year. Please plan on coming to
the annual meeting on Sunday, February 9th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and the
business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee will be available.
Please stay for a potluck lunch after the meeting. It will be a “true potluck”!
Please bring your specialty or something to share with everyone.

Moderator’s Message
Welcome,
Once again it is time for our congregation to pause and reflect on the prior year and plan for the coming year. As
always, we celebrate some events and pray about others. Our church family includes wonderful new members and has
lost beloved members through moves and deaths.
The budget and reports from committees and church officers follow. Please come prepared with questions and input.
Thank you all for your participation and support. The church would not exist without you. Thank you all for giving
me the privilege of serving as your moderator.
Lars Nielson

If you didn’t get a copy of the Church’s
Annual Report
and would like one sent to your home, please call the Church Office at 444-3376
OR this report is also now available electronically.
Contact Pam to have it emailed to you.
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Special Offering
Gifts to the Christmas Fund are used
to help servants of the church who
have insufficient income in
retirement, retirees who need help
affording health insurance premiums
or persons who find themselves in
emergency situations that require
swift assistance.

$1,110 was contributed this
year. Thank You!

Barbara Holland’s new address is:
Sunrise of Chandler, Assisted Living Room 136
5757 West Chandler Blvd.
Chandler, AZ 85226
480-316-3709
She would love to receive cards and calls!

.
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Help Wanted!
Friday, February 21st
1:30 pm
“Kitchen Prep & Fellowship Hall Set Up”
Please join Judy and Pam to either work in the kitchen or
set up tables and place settings!
There is a sign-up board available during coffee
fellowship to sign up for jobs during the dinner also.
Please contact Judy Oleary at 860-5235 to find out how
you can help, or call the office at 444-3376 to have Pam
help you sign up.
We also need help distributing informational posters!!

Thank You for supporting
this fundraiser for our church!

Music Ministry
The choir has been very busy since the fall! We work hard to prepare an anthem for each Sunday
service. It is sometimes difficult when we have absences. Our members have had many family
obligations these past few months. We would love to have a few more people join us! We need
extra voices.
On October 5th we recognized and honored Rachel Clark for her 73 years of service to the choir.
She became a member of the junior choir here at age 13. She has been a faithful member and
friend to all of us. She also served many years on the Music Committee and was responsible for
planning the summer music schedule for many years. Thank you, Rachel!!
If you haven’t had a chance to see the new music office, stop by and take a look! Bob and Judy
Oleary spent many hours on this project. In addition, Judy helped me file all the music. We are
blessed to have so many wonderful,
talented people willing to help.
A very special thanks to this
congregation for their continued support
of the music ministry of this church.
Sincerely,
Dottie
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From the Property Committee
UNOFFICIAL HANDICAP PARKING SPOT
We continue to experiment with an unofficial handicap parking spot in front of the church. Cones are set
out to demark the spot reserved for those needing extra help getting from Main Street to the front doors
and/or lift. This is done only on Sunday mornings prior to service. Please do not park in this spot unless
you need access assistance. We investigated getting a permanent, designated handicap parking spot but
this turned out to be unworkable. The DOT raised a number of issues that would require a lot of work and
potential expense.

SAFETY TEAM BEING FORMED
On January 9th, Council approved a proposal to form a Safety Team. We are now looking for volunteers
for the team. No previous experience is needed, just an interest in the topic and a bit of time.
Once formed, the Security Team will conduct research on the kinds of concerns and threats posed to
places of worship in this area. This would include anything from an on-site heart attack, to cyber security,
to acts of violence. The objective is risk management, not total risk avoidance.
An initial goal is the creation of an Emergency Operations Plan and, in so doing, working with the local
first responders.
If you think you might be interested, please contact Ron Bolt, 444-3963.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Your Property Committee is in dire need of additional members. We have a long and
growing list of potential DIY projects but are down to four active members. Please
consider contributing your time and talents to this mission.
In an effort to save money, members of the committee conducted an energy conservation survey on June
28th of last year. Our recommendations include:






A robust program regarding the need to turn out lights and close doors when not in use
Signage about these and other matters related to energy conservation
Seek funding for thermal curtains for two locations
Close off two passing ceiling registers
Replace or repair the main outside doors

The chimney has been replaced and is looking good. There was a slight cost overrun for the purpose of
including a stainless steel shield.

Steeple Talk
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Membership Update Report

The deacons are responsible for regularly updating the church membership rolls. In 2019 we discovered that we
had been over-reporting our membership for several years and Council encouraged a concerted effort to get an
accurate membership count. Furthermore, it was felt that it was important to recognize that we are now a small
church (but very active) and to reemphasize the responsibilities of church membership.
Accordingly, 46 member households were preliminarily identified as inactive. One was deemed unreachable,
having moved from their last known address five years ago; the second is confined to a nursing home. A letter
(see following page) was sent to the other 44 households at the end of October.
Below is a list of names of people who did not respond to the letter. This is a final notice (per instruction of the
church by-laws): please contact Mary Menzies direct line at work: (603) 259-0195 or email her at
dmenzies@roadrunner.com if you wish to remain on the membership roll. You can also express any concerns
to Pastor David Weddington at the church office: (603) 444-3376. Thank you.
James & Marlene Baker
Glenn & Deborah Bochert
Bonnie Boswell
Michael & Kathleen Boswell
Peggy Bromley
Boyd & Sharon Bush
Carroll Campbell
Kellie Clark
Allyn Clarke
Cindy Davis
Amy Delventhal
William Doyle
Tonya Eastman
Rick & B.G. Frazier
Christopher & Mary Jo Greene
Nancy Griffith
John & Kasey Grisham
Ruby Hagan

Whitney Henault
Tonya Hening
April Hibberd Sarah Hunt
Nick Iles
Emily Kelley
Steven & Meg Kiel
Joseph Kratman
Geoff & Heather Krill
Kury & Karen Lucas
Chuck McClure
Darcie Miller
Joy Moore
Wayne & Lisa Morello
Karen Morneau
Louise Nichols
Gail Perkins
Roger & Deborah Petit
David & Sue Pilotte
Rick & Charron Sundman

Many were in attendance (including the Smith brothers!)
for the historic recognition celebration in November!
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
189 MAIN STREET
LITTLETON, NH 03561
(603) 444-3376

October 31, 2019

Dear Friend and Current Member:
The Board of Deacons is charged with conducting a periodic review of our membership rolls so they reflect our
active members. We are currently in the process of reclassifying people according to the reality of their
situation.
One reason we do this is because we pay per capita dues to the New Hampshire Conference of the United
Church of Christ based on the number of our reported members, but that is a minor issue. A more important
reason is so that our congregation has an accurate sense of the size of our church and a realistic view of our
capabilities. Most people in our congregation currently see us as a medium-sized church with a lot of members
who don’t step up: “Why don’t we have enough people for our committees? Why does the same small group of
people do all the work?” In truth, we are a small church that is amazingly active and faithful and everyone
should recognize that and be proud of what we do!
Indicators of active membership include: participation in worship; involvement in the boards, committees, and
activities of the church; and a demonstrated financial commitment to the work of Jesus Christ through our
church. For whatever reason, at this point in your life it appears to us that you have become “inactive” and
therefore we are removing you from our membership rolls. We wanted to let you know that we are making this
change. We still love and care about you and we will be happy to see you on those occasions when you can
participate. If your future circumstances change and you are able to resume the joys and responsibilities of
membership, we will be delighted to have you rejoin the church.
If you have any questions or concerns about this, please contact me on my direct line at work: (603) 259-0195
or email me at dmenzies@roadrunner.com. You can also express any concerns to Pastor David Weddington at
the church office: (603) 444-3376.
Sincerely,

Mary Menzies
Mary Menzies
Chair of the Board of Deacons

Steeple Talk
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
February
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

7th
7th
29th

14th Karen & Stuart Lord

Lars Nielson
Maxine Hadlock
Emily LaFlam

March
6th
9th
23rd
23rd
25th

Elizabeth Edney
Glenda Iles
Tim Clark
Pam Nute
Roberta Lavoie

Thank you Dinner Bell angels! We are
hosting Dinner Bell on May 5th.

28th Judy& Ed Warden
22nd Alison & Ron Bolt

Pam is introduced to Tim’s teddy bear ~
Church friends for life!

Romans 12: 6-13
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has
given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If
your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to
encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you
leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing
kindness to others, do it gladly.
Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to
what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each
other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our
confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God’s people are in need,
be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Lars Nielson
Vice Moderator: Tim Gould
Treasurer: Estelle LaFleur
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Estelle LaFleur
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tim Gould
Property Management: Ron Bolt, Secretary
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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