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*********************************
June 8th is the last Sunday
that the choir will be singing
until fall. Come and let them
know how much you
appreciate their music.
************************************
Shining Lights Spring Pageant
was changed to Friday, June
6th. Shining Lights graduation
is June 13th.
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Anna Jackman
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This is a very busy time in the church. It seems as if every week, we’re having
another special celebration. Close on the heels of Holy Week and Easter, we
celebrate Mothers’ Day. We lift up the women who brought us into the world,
the women who fed us and diapered us, taught us and nurtured us, disciplined
and cherished us one day at a time as we grew into the people we’ve become.
We shower them with gifts, with flowers and candy; we offer them our grateful
tears. And this year we honored our mothers by making a donation to help
support mothers and children in crisis.
Right after Mothers’ Day, we have our Celebration Sunday. We lifted up
our children and the wonderful adults who have been telling our children the
stories of Jesus, teaching them how to walk with God, and giving them
assurance, one day at a time, that God loves them, no matter what.
From Erma’s Early Sunday Morning Bible Study Class we heard words
of encouragement and challenge from Paul, who wrote a letter to a small
church in Ephesus, a church not very much different from our own.
From Ann, we heard about the our study of Exodus, the story of God’s
mighty acts in setting a people free from bondage in Egypt, and we got to
ponder the question: In these writings, what is the Still Speaking God revealing
to us, today, right here, right now? What is the powerful, liberating, law-giving,
desert-crossing, idol-crushing, manna-giving God—what is this God we meet in
Exodus saying to us here and now?
And this year, Celebration Sunday was also Pajama Day. We dressed
comfortably (some of us wore pajamas!) to help us remember that church can be
a cozy place, and also to help us remember kids in crisis, kids who have to leave
a dangerous home and go sleep somewhere else. We collected pajamas all
through the month of May and we filled them with love and prayers and sent
them to touch these children with our blessings.
This Sunday is Memorial Sunday, a time to remember and honor the
men and women who lost their lives in military actions, defending their
families, their country, their values, keeping us safe so that we who survive can
commit our lives to building a better world. And here in New Hampshire, as we
pass flags at half-staff, we also remember those people who have lost their lives
protecting others here at home. We remember.
Fathers’ Day is just around the corner—another chance to honor the
people who helped us grow, a time to lift up the men who fed us and diapered
us, taught us and nurtured us, disciplined and cherished us one day at a time as
we grew into the people we’ve become.
Yes, this is a busy time in the church—a time to lift up our mothers and
fathers, our teachers and guardians, to strengthen the bonds of mutual concern
within our loving community and a time to reach out and share the love we
celebrate with the world.
blessings,
david
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Music Director’s Office Hours: Wed 4:00 - 8:00 pm and Sunday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
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Shining Lights Learning Center

As June approaches, all of us here at Shining Lights prepare for our Spring Pageant. It was postponed until June
6th at 5:30 p.m. The children will be singing several songs and there will be goodies served after the performance
in the hall. At this time we are selling raffle tickets to earn money to bring “Ready! for Kindergarten” trainings to
area licensed providers and the drawing will take place at this pageant.
“Ready! for Kindergarten” is a national researched based organization which works to ensure children are
prepared for kindergarten and a future of school success. It is a proven early education program which empowers
parents and caregivers to teach children through activities and interactions that will ensure success in the
beginning of a child’s school career. The program targets children birth through age five. Research shows 50%
of all kindergarteners are not prepared for school and children who start behind tend to stay behind throughout
their school years. The trainings for one teacher is $385.00 and our goal is to train at least 6 area teachers. Our
tickets are $5.00/ book or $1.00/ ticket. Pat Whipple will have books available in the church office if you would
be willing to buy one. Please support our cause and stop by the office.
June 13th will be our graduation for those leaving us for kindergarten. It is a small celebration that will take place
at 4:00 p.m. with cake and punch to follow.
As this school year comes to a close we are continuing to learn about plants- how they grow and what they need
to grow. Our summer session begins June 16th and our fall session begins August 25th.

Work Day 2014 and Pajama Day
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“Classifieds
We still need
Greeters/Ushers
during the summer to
help make visitors feel
welcome. There is
always a sign-up board
by the Madonna
window, so please sign
up for a Sunday this
summer
Financial Report
April 30, 2014
Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

YTD
$ 54,6754
$ 8,761

Total Income:

$ 68,652

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 59,649
$ 9,003

$
$ 5,216

June Council
Meeting
June 17th
6:30 PM
Any member who would like a
copy of the May
Council meeting minutes may
call the office to request one

and Notices”

JUNE IS

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in
worship planning
 Do you have special music
you enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative
ideas on how to present
God’s holy word?
 Do you love traditional
worship services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more
worship services.

Food Collection Sunday –
June 29, 2014
The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry. Money for gift cards to
purchase perishable items is
appreciated also. Thank you

Prayer is not a "spare
wheel" that you pull
out when in trouble,
but it is a "steering
wheel" that directs the
right path throughout
the journey.
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Mission Spotlight

•
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING: The Strengthen the Church offering,
one of four annual UCC special offerings, will be taken on Sunday, June 22. The
Strengthen the Church offering focuses on facilitating church planting initiatives,
awakening new ideas in existing churches – much as we are currently doing – and
developing spiritual life in youth and young adults.
•
2014 MARCH FOR MEALS: On behalf of the Grafton County Senior Citizens
Council, the Littleton Area Senior Center hosted the third annual March for Meals –
supporting the Meals on Wheels program - on Saturday, May 17. About 150 walkers,
undeterred by early morning rain, participated and were rewarded with a sumptuous
barbecue and salad buffet luncheon. The church council voted to support the event
with a $1,500 “silver” sponsorship from capital campaign mission funds. The
Christian Education Committee and our church youth donated the proceeds of the
Palm Sunday brunch, matched with an equal amount of accumulated CE mission
funds. In addition, the offering from the Good Friday Ecumenical service was
dedicated to the March for Meals. The event was a considerable financial success;
further details to follow.
HAND IN HAND PROGRAM: The third annual Hand in Hand work camp will be
held from June 23 to June 27, 2014 and will commence with a kickoff luncheon on
Sunday, June 22 at St. Rose of Lima Church. The work camp component of Hand in
Hand mobilizes area youths, supervised by adult mentors, to undertake painting,
home repair and limited home renovation projects for elderly, disabled and lowincome homeowners and families with service members on active military
deployment. If you would like to serve as an adult mentor, short-term fill-in mentor,
or roving logistician/support staff – or if you would like to contribute a salad for the
kickoff luncheon, please contact Bob Muh at 444-5228 or e-mail to
muhfamily@roadrunner.com. Donations toward the cost of construction materials,
paint and other program needs may be made payable to “New Hampshire Catholic
Charities Emergency Assistance Fund” and sent to the NH Catholic Charities Office, 41
Cottage Street in Littleton.

Page 6
Steeple Talk

Steeple Talk
Page 7

Christian Ed – Sunday School
CE Happenings
Special Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who brought in pajamas for our pajama drive. Thanks to
your generosity, children in tough situations will know the warmth of a new pair of
pajamas.

Another year has come to a close.
Thank you so much to all those that participated in Sunday School this year! We are so grateful for
our children, those who participated in our adult classes and most especially for our volunteers who
helped keep our program running!! Thank you also to those who celebrated with us on Celebration
Sunday, especially those who came to our lunch exchange. A good time was had by all!

Help Wanted!!
The Franconia Community Church of Christ has always been super generous opening up their
Vacation Bible Camp to our kids. If anyone is able to help them out it would be greatly appreciated.
This could include helping out with the kids for whatever portion of time you wish to give or preparing
snacks.
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SUNDAY LADIES BIBLE STUDY

Ladies Society Clothing Sale
This summer some of us are planning to sell used summer clothing at a flea market
in Bethlehem, I need to check on the details of the market. I don't believe there is
a charge. We will be setting up a couple of tables and display the clothing
(summer clothing) for adults and children. We hope to do this weekly weather
permitting. So when you clean your closets I will collect them our sale. Save the
books and household things for our fall sale, if you need them out of your house I
can store them at my garage attic. Hoping to raise a lot of money for the church so
we can do God's work. You can call me if you need and I will pick up your items.
860-5235. Judy O’Leary
****************************************************************************************************************

Dinner Bell

The next Dinner Bell will be held on June 3rd. It will be our final one for the year.
I have a signup sheet in the church.
I would like to thank everyone for their help this year. The community always
loves the food we provide. I will be in charge for the church again next year.
Blessings, Judy O’Leary

Page 8

Steeple Talk

Ladies Society Annual Salad Supper
On Monday, June 2nd the Ladies Society will be having their annual Salad
Supper which will be held at 6 p.m.in the church dining hall. Also included
will be a Yankee Swap. We invite all ladies of the church to come join us. If
you need transportation, please give Barbara Holland a call at 444-1104 and
someone will pick you up. Guests are asked to bring a wrapped gift to share
in the Swap. Come join us to, not only sample the wonderful array of salads,
but also join in the fun of choosing (and swapping) gifts.
****************************************************************************************************************
Colby and Benjamin Skoglund welcomed daughter, Granite Ravine Skoglund on Tuesday,
May 13th. - 7lbs 14oz and 21.5" long - Granite is healthy, happy, and ready to make
her mark on this Earth! Colby and Ben are elated! Big brother, Silas is adjusting well.
When he came to the hospital, Colby said, "Come meet your sister." Silas replied with,
"Is that the boy kind or girl kind?" When Colby said "girl", he simply stated "oh", as he
had hoped for a boy. Minutes later his cousins arrived. Silas greeted them at the door
with an enthusiastic, "Come meet my sister!"
We are looking forward to her meeting the Congregation in the near future! Granite is
the granddaughter of Carroll Campbell
Much Love,
Colby and Ben Skoglund

Have you ever been just sitting there and all of a sudden you feel like
doing something nice for someone you care for? THAT'S GOD talking to
you through the Holy Spirit.
Have you ever been down and out and nobody seems to be around for you
to talk to? THAT'S GOD wanting you to talk to Him.
Have you ever received something wonderful that you didn't even ask for,
THAT'S GOD knowing the desires of your heart.
Have you ever been in a situation and you had no clue how it was going to
get better, how the hurting would stop, how the pain would ease, but now
you look back on it. THAT'S GOD passing us through tribulation to see a
brighter day.
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Headline: Pat Whipple Retiring to Florida
After 6 years of exemplary service to our church, Pat Whipple has decided
it is time to stop working and retire.
“I have enjoyed working for the church and have mixed emotions on leaving,
but feel that God is directing me in another direction at this time. Time
for me to retire and smell the roses, and to spend some time with my
brothers.”
Pat’s last day with us will be August 8th (unless we are able to find and
train someone sooner).
At its meeting on May 20th the council authorized the Personnel Committee
(Ann Craxton, Laurie Boswell, Phil Krill, Tina Peabody and Pastor
Weddington) to function as a search committee for a new administrative
assistant/financial secretary. They will work with Kate Cassady from the
Allstaff Employment Agency who will screen the candidates and provide
names for the Personnel Committee to interview.
It is hoped that a replacement for Pat will be hired before Pastor
Weddington leaves on vacation July 7th. If you know someone who might
be interested in this position, please send them to Allstaff for screening.
Pat currently performs similar tasks for the Shining Lights Learning
Center. It is possible the new person will also work for the church and
SLLC.
Please hold the Whipples in your prayers as they face a big change in their
lives. Also please pray that someone just right for our church will surface
quickly in this search.
Ann Craxton for the Personnel Committee

First Congregational Church, UCC
189 Main Street
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561-4020
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Men’s Breakfast 5-10-14

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Ann Craxton
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations: Ann Craxton
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale
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