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Wow. The picture of this pandemic is changing fast. I’m having trouble knowing how to
adjust to it. One day I’m seeing charts and reading messages that say we’re about to
turn the corner. Another day I’m hearing we shouldn’t plan on changing our behavior
very much through the end of the year or even in to 2022. I get it. It’s new stuff. We’re
hearing the best guesses of people who are doing their best with new data, new science,
new strains of the virus. It’s awesome, scary, overwhelming. Wow, indeed!
On February 28th we’re reading the story of the Transfiguration. Jesus takes a couple of
disciples up a mountain where they get a glimpse of something incredible, Jesus, in
conversation with Moses and Elijah, all of them bathed in bright light, the voice of God
booming out of a cloud. Wow. What to make of this? They were terrified. It was
awesome, scary, overwhelming. Wow, indeed!
Then Jesus came and reassured them. One minute they were scared to death: bright
lights, loud voices, radiant prophets from of old. The next minute there was only Jesus.
Whew. Things went back to normal. I’m ready.
I bet you are, too. And we’re getting there, slowly, carefully, in ordinary time. It’s great to
know that Jesus is the Transcendent Christ, to hear the voice of God declaring “This is
my Son, the Beloved.” It’s great to know that all this awe-inspiring stuff is going on,
behind the scenes, behind the veil. But it’s also good to know that Jesus understands
our anxiety, our fear. It’s good to know he’s right here with us, warm and human, kind
and ready to offer us comfort, reassurance and hope.
Thank you, Jesus. When we’re feeling overwhelmed with the changes in our world, it’s
good to know you’re willing to meet us in ordinary time, right here where we live. Thank
you, Jesus, again. Amen.
Blessings,

david
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From the Church Council

The Church Council met on February 18th and wanted to remind you that the meetings are open to all
members. We invite your participation, questions, and comments. Meetings are typically held the 3rd
Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm and for now we are meeting via Zoom. A link will be sent out with the
all-church email for how to access remote meetings if you would like to join us. The next meeting is March
18th at 6:30pm.
We are continuing to live stream our worship services on Facebook. Starting with Ash Wednesday and Lent
we have gone back to using the iPad to stream as there were too many technical glitches happening with
the camera and a laptop. We are investigating how to plug the iPad into the soundboard for better sound
and will continue to work on how to upgrade to make a camera work. We have a team monitoring the
COVID situation assessing when and how we might get back to in-person gatherings. Even when we are
meeting in-person we anticipate continuing live streaming.
The financial report shows our income at $12,239.65, expenses at $16,725.31 with a net of $-4,485. Pledges
and offerings have been lagging and this was a high expense month due to equipment needs and insurance.
While we are currently using our 2020 budget guidelines for operations right now, we have a provisional
2021 budget that you will get a copy of with the year-end report coming out the first week of March. The
council made more cuts to the budget to offset the decrease in pledges, but there is still an opportunity for
you to get a pledge in for the final budget. The finance committee will also be investigating how to set up
on-line giving. If you have any good ideas on this, please let Phil Krill, committee chair, know.
Thanks to generous donations that will cover the costs, we are able to move ahead with the repairs needed
to get our outside sign control panel upgraded and working remotely again. The replacement parts needed
are in and we are looking into installation companies to complete the work.
Our committees are still very active. Mission announced that the One Great Hour of Sharing (see page 5)
offering will be ongoing through March 14th. Christian Ed will be redecorating the lobby tree with rainbows
and purple ribbons for Lent. Property continues to attend to ongoing building needs. Deacons are planning
worship with David and Finance is actively managing the money and Trust Funds. We have had some members
step up for Property, but Deacons, Mission, and Personnel could use some volunteers as well as the
Community Outreach Group (COG). Elaine Pollak has volunteered to restart the Caring Tree; stay tuned for
more on this.
The Little Free Food Pantry has seen a lot of action. The basic premise behind this kind of food pantry was that
once set up, the larger community would take responsibility to keep it well stocked and clean. This has
definitely been happing with many community members taking an active part. The pantry does get a lot of use
with people free to come when it is convenient for them. However, since the pantry is on church property, the
default management is with us. Linda Warden has kindly volunteered to be the point person for
communications. Since the beginning of the pandemic, many people have chosen to either large donations of
food or money to keep the pantry stocked and we have ended up with a backlog of food and money. We offered
a big thank you to Pam and Jeff Nute who spent 2 days getting the overflow of food on the stage organized! To
handle this situation the Community Outreach Group (COG) will be forming an advisory group made up of up to
eight church and community members to provide assistance with managing the pantry; getting food into the
pantry, keeping the food donations clean and organized, and think creatively about how we can continue to
improve. If you would like to be part of the LFP Advisory group, please let Linda Warden know.
This month marks a year we have been living in a pandemic and it takes a toll on all of us. Please take time
to reach out to each other while we are still meeting remotely as these are lonely times for many.
Alice Muh, Acting Vice-Moderator
Council Members: Moderator- Tim Gould, Acting Vice Moderator- Alice Muh, Acting Treasurer- Joyce Krill, Finance Chair- Phil Krill,
Mission- Linda Warden, Music and Personnel- Tina Peabody, Property representative – Dan Kiefer, Christian Ed- Kim Smith,
Deacons – Mary Menzies
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Sunday

Monday
1

11:30 AM-AA – FH
weekdays
SUSPENDED until
further notice

Tuesday

Thursday
4

Friday
5

WORLD
DAY OF
PRAYER

5:00 PM – AA LP

Saturday
6
Happy Birthday!
Elizabeth Edney

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Pastors' Sabbath
7 Third Sunday of

Wednesday
3

2

8

9

10

5:00 PM – AA LP

Happy Birthday!

7:00 PM – AA-FH
11

7:00 PM-AA-FH
12

13

Lent

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study Mark – Zoom

Glenda Iles

10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Streamed

5:30 PM – SLLC
Happy Anniversary! BOD
Denise Draper & Ed
O’Brien

14 Fourth Sunday of

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Pastors' Sabbath
15

16

17

7:00 PM – AA-FH
18

7:00 PM-AA-FH
19

20

Lent
MISSION SUNDAY
One Great Hour of Sharing

5:00 PM – AA - LP

6:30 PM – Council
Meeting - CR

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study Mark – Zoom
10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Streamed
21 Fifth Sunday of

7:00 PM-AA-FH
22

23

24

Lent

Happy Birthday!
9:00 AM – Adult Bible 5:00 PM – AA - LP
Pam Nute &
Study Mark – Zoom
Tim Clark
Pastors' Sabbath
10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Streamed
7:00 PM-AA-FH
Happy
Anniversary!
Alison & Ron
Bolt
28 Sixth Sunday of
29
31
30

7:00 PM – AA-FH
25
Roberta Lavoie

7:00 PM – AA-FH

KEY:

PALM SUNDAY

FH – Fellowship Hall

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study Mark – Zoom

LP – Ladies Parlor
CR – Classroom

5:00 PM – AA - LP
7:00 PM-AA-FH

Happy Anniversary!
Judy & Ed Warden Pastors' Sabbath

26

27

Happy Birthday!

Lent

10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Streamed

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Pastors' Sabbath

SLLC Closed

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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Daylight Savings Time
Begins

The Roof Fund total
(as of 1/31/21)

March 14th

$30,750.70

SPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR!

Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

March Council Meeting

Financial Report

March 18, 2021

January 31, 2021

YTD

Member support:

$9,727

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

6:30 PM

$ 1,820

The church has a new
internet provider!
Please note email addresses
have changed!

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8
9594300348?pwd=K0h0Y1IyS29
GNXZKV0RQVVlua1hPUT09

Other Income:

$ 693

Total Income:

$ 12,240

Total Expenses:

$ 16,725

Passcode: 387182

Net:

$ - 4,485

Or Dial: 1 312 626 6799
(phone only)

Meeting ID: 895 9430 0348

If what you can contribute from what
you have pledged has changed (any
time throughout the year), please let the
Pastor or the Treasurer know.
Thank you.

NEW!
Any monetary donations you would normally make to the All
Saint’s Food Pantry, Dinner Bell and/or the Littleton Free
Pantry will now be a Food Ministries allocation. The Missions
Committee will identify where this money is most needed in
our local community.
Thank you to the Littleton National Honor Society for their recent
donation!

Church office:

fstcong189@gmail.com
Pastor David:

pastordavidfcc@gmail.com
Shining Lights Learning Center:
fccshininglightslearningcenter@gmail.com

The webpage remains the same:
www.1stconglittleton.org

The next Dinner Bell
May 4, 2021
Please contact Judy Oleary at
860-5235 or joski6172@aol.com
Thank you
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One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
March 14, 2021
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering of the United Church of Christ involves
you in disaster, refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. When a
disaster strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are
part of the immediate response and of the long-term recovery.
Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education,
agriculture, food sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC
relates in mutual partnership to churches and organizations through Global Ministries and worldwide
response & recovery networks, your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put you in the right
place at the right time for the relief, accompaniment and recovery of the most vulnerable. You meet
immediate needs and you address the underlying causes that create those needs in the first place.
Please be sure to label your check “OGHS” on the memo line. Thank you!
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Ross Fairweather

Officers
Moderator: Tim Gould
Vice Moderator: Alice Muh, Acting
Treasurer: Joyce Krill, Acting
Assistant Treasurer: Open

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tina Peabody
Property Management: Open

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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