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Here it is, July already. A new year in our lives. And what a difference this year
has made. This year we get to celebrate our independence at backyard barbecues; we
can share fun with friends, go to the lake; we can shake hands and hug; we can sit
face to face and talk for hours on end, and it’s all pretty safe. Most people are
vaccinated now. Those who aren’t vaccinated enjoy the relative safety provided by
those who are. So there’s cause for celebration all around.
We’ve had lots of special celebrations here lately. Tis the season. Mother’s Day,
Father’s Day, Independence Day; we have a new one, Juneteenth—remembering the
day the good news was proclaimed in the farthest shadows of our nation: No more!
Our nation, under God, will tolerate the violence, the cruelty, the heinous sin of
slavery no more! (How long, O Lord! How long will it be until our emancipated brothers
and sisters are truly free?)
So we celebrate all these things one after another at this time of year. None of
them is actually a religious holiday, but we in the church thank God for the people
and events they commemorate. We remember our mothers and fathers who launched
our lives with honor and with love. We remember our founding fathers who launched
a nation committed to liberty and justice for all. And we remember the courageous
people who helped us live up to that commitment, who gave us new bearings and
guided us through some painful and costly course corrections.
I hope you’ve been having some wonderful celebrations, here in the year of
waning restrictions. I hope you’ve enjoyed remembering all the people whose selfgiving love has helped you become the beautiful person you are today, as we set our
sails for the hopeful future we will create together.
Have a wonderful holiday. God bless us all.
blessings,

david
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First Congregational Church
July 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

KEY:

Friday
2

Saturday
3

Pam Vacation
FH – Fellowship Hall

SLLC CLOSED

LP – Ladies Parlor
Search Committee
requests deadline

CR – Classroom

SLLC CLOSED
Happy Birthday!

Joyce Krill

7:00 PM – AA-FH
4
10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Sanctuary

5

6

7

Cindy Davis
Mark Blodgett

12

Mary &
Elizabeth Lopes

6:00 PM – AlAnonLP

13

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA-FH

14

15

7:00 PM-AA-FH
16

17

Happy
Anniversary!

Happy Birthday!

1:00 PM –
6:00 PM – AlAnon- Finance Meeting. – Joan & Wendell
Buffington
LP
CR
6:30 PM –
5:00 PM – AA - LP
Council - Zoom
Reg LaFlam

Search Committee
formation

Pastors' Sabbath

18

10
Happy
Birthday!

5:00 PM – AA - LP

10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Sanctuary

9

Happy Birthday!

OFFICE AND
SLLC CLOSED

11

8

7:00 PM-AA-FH

19

20

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA-FH

21

22

Happy Birthday!
10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Sanctuary

26

10:00 AM-Worship
Service - Sanctuary

5:00 PM – AA – LP
Pastors' Sabbath

Happy
Birthday!

6:30 PM –
Council – Zoom –
7:00 PM-AA-FH

27

24

Dianne Poulsen

6:00 PM –
5:00 PM – AA - LP
AlAnon-LP

25

23

8:00 AM –
Property Meeting

Judy Oleary

Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Regular business
meeting

28

7:00 PM – AA-FH
29
30

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

31

6:00 PM –
AlAnon-LP
7:00 PM – Eastern
Star – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

The Roof Fund total
$33,908.70

Financial Report
May 31, 2021

YTD

Member support:

$ 65,880

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 9,100

Other Income:

$ 11,976

Total Income:

$86,956

Total Expenses:

$ 77,667

Net:

$ 9,289

If what you can contribute from
what you have pledged has changed
(any time throughout the year),
please let the Pastor or the Treasurer
know. Thank you.

Strengthen the Church
$420 was raised

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Congratulations to the beautiful Gould family!

Daisy, Bryce, Teresa, Asa and Tim

Eastern Star is looking to give away the piano that is currently
being stored in the fellowship hall. If you are interested in
taking it (for free!) please contact Sharon Bush at:
grandmotherhen603@gmail.com
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A recap of the 218th Annual Meeting –June 13, 2021
The meeting was called to order in the sanctuary at the beginning of the Church Service by Moderator, Tim
Gould at 10:00 am. The congregation recited the Covenant: We covenant with the Lord, and with one another,
to walk together as followers of Jesus Christ. We purpose to devote ourselves to the study, the practice, and the
spread of Christianity. We will endeavor to be loyal to this fellowship; to help; one another in the Christian
life; according to our ability and opportunity to support the work and attend the meetings of this Church; and in
every way to strive to make it a power in the service of God and man.
Upon conclusion of the service, the congregation took a short break. Tim Gould reconvened the meeting at
11:05am in the sanctuary and welcomed and thanked everyone for staying for the business portion of the
meeting. It was established that there was slightly more than the required 20 members present for a quorum.
Tim Gould offered a brief introduction which included how the pandemic changed how things were done in
church life such as on-line streaming of services, conducting committee and council meetings via Zoom
conference and using the 2020 budget guidelines with no discretionary spending until a 2021 budget was
approved by the congregation. Tim recognized and thanked David for his service as pastor for the past 11
years as David recently announced his retirement from the church in August of this year. Tim reported
that plans are already underway as the church transitions to a new worship leader. The council is
currently forming a search committee. If anyone is interested in serving on the search committee, Tim
asks that it be submitted in writing to the council of why you would like to serve by July 1st. It is
important to know that it is a serious time commitment as they may meet nearly on a weekly basis. The
desirable number of participants is seven, an odd number for voting purposes. Tim thanked Alice Muh for
stepping up and serving as interim Vice Moderator and Joyce Krill for serving as interim Treasurer when the
positions became vacant in 2020.
Pastor David Weddington presented his report with an emphasis that it was written in 2020 which reflected that
moment in time. Mostly how the congregation processed worship during that time and that currently, we are
not as nervous or scared as then. He praised how the congregation continued to find ways to adapt to “be the
church”.
Phil Krill introduced Ken Kinder of Stifel Nicolaus, investment advisor, to present the financial report of the
Trust Funds for 2020. Ken said how good it was to see everyone in person and to report on what a year of
contradictions it was. He talked about where we’ve been, where we are now and where we are going. In 2010,
the portfolio started at $295,000 and today it is at its highest level in 11 years at $418,000, and that is after taking
out $199,000 for the operation of the church. As of June 10th, that is an 8.97% return. He said it was a testament
of the astute nature of how the finance committee is operating. Stewardship of these funds has been successful by
not taking unnecessary risks and maintaining a balance of high quality bonds (short and intermediate terms) at
25% and diversified stocks at 75% of the portfolio. Ken has no way of predicting the future, but is managing the
portfolio for a tremendous range of possibilities and building it to be resilient through any storms. He does have
his eye on inflation and is very data driven and also feels the portfolio is in a very good position for the future.
Phil Krill corrected some errors on page 29 of the Annual Report. The total income for the church in 2020 was
$184,546.10 (not expenditures) and the budget was $189,187, not $189,237. Phil reported that even though
there were changes with members within the committee in 2020, they continued to function well. He thanked
the committees for keeping expenses in line for the year.
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Phil then asked Joyce and Pam Nute to talk briefly about the new effort being undertaken to be able to pay for
pledges and special offerings online via credit card or bank draft. Paying this way will be a choice, not
mandatory. There will be an opportunity to have recurring payments if wanted or one time payments.
Users will also have the opportunity to pay for the fees associated with paying this way if they so choose.
Phil reported that the 2021 budget is up 1.3% from last year. Ed O’Brien made a motion to accept the 2021
budget as presented. Joyce Krill seconded. After explanation of what the PPP loan was (a one-time
government loan that would be forgiven) there was no further discussion. All were in favor of approving the
2021 budget.
Tim Gould made a motion to elect Alice Muh as Vice Moderator for a two year term. Tina Peabody seconded.
There was no discussion and all were in favor of the motion. Tim Gould made a motion to elect Joyce Krill as
Treasurer for a two year term. Rachel Clark seconded. There was no discussion and all were in favor of the
motion. Tim Gould accepted a motion from the floor from Rachel Clark to appoint herself as Assistant
Treasurer. Su Schott seconded the motion. There was no discussion and all were in favor of the motion.
Kim Smith reported that both the Community Outreach Group and Christian Education had a slow year, but
when things pick up, she will be looking for volunteers. It has been determined that outreach efforts are most
successful when they are in conjunction with community events. She is hopeful that the MS Riverwalk will be
in person this year versus virtually and that the Pumpkin Patch Hangout will take place. Tim Gould thanked all
the committees for their hard work in 2020.
Tina Peabody made a motion to approve the 2020 Annual Report as presented with corrections to the Clerk’s
Report and the Finance Committee report. Mary Menzies seconded, there was no discussion and all were in
favor.
There was little discussion regarding fundraiser ideas. Tim Gould said the council would be most appreciative
of any ideas. Pam Nute asked what people’s feelings were about having an in-person versus virtual (or takeout) Harvest Dinner/Silent Auction this year. Mary M. thought it was too far in the future (3 mos.) to know the
answer, Ed O’Brien felt take-out could work and Judy Oleary thought a simpler chicken parm dinner would be
easier to execute.
Victor Hofmann asked what we could do to attract younger people to attend service as he felt it was most
important for the survival of the church. Mary offered that there has been a lot of discussion over the years in
regard to worship, music and programming to appeal to this group. She asked to please share any and all
ideas off-line with the council.
There was no other business of the church.
David ended the meeting with a prayer: Thank you gracious, kind, loving, powerful, wonderful God. You’ve
been with this particular group for 11 years, you are with us always as there are changes in our lives, always
coming and going, yet you are always the same. You are our God, you are love. Thank you as you continue to
guide us wherever we go. Give us the courage to step up and do the work as your disciples. We pray in Jesus’
holy name, Amen.
The meeting adjourned at 11:55 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela Nute
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Ross Fairweather

Officers
Moderator: Tim Gould
Vice Moderator: Alice Muh,
Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Assistant Treasurer: Rachel Clark

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tina Peabody
Property Management: Open

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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