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Holiday Traditions
There will be an in-person Christmas Eve service this year at 7pm
Thank you to everyone who purchased a poinsettia this year to decorate the sanctuary for this service

Hanging of the Greens December 5th after church
"Hanging of the Greens" refers to the historic practice of adding evergreens to the congregation's
worship space during Advent to prepare it for the coming of Jesus. In different Christian
communities it is done at different times from right before Advent to Christmas Eve. They decked
their sanctuary with the boughs of evergreens as a promise of the new life and as a sign of the
hope that in Christ all live forever. Some churches have a special service for this and others will
gather after church, which is what we have traditionally done.
The Christian Education Committee invites you to join them after church December 5th to help
them decorate the Christmas tree and the sanctuary as we prepare our hearts and make room
for the Messiah.
************************************************************************************
We will resume our annual tradition of Christmas Baskets this year. We plan on perhaps a
dozen baskets to be assembled and delivered on Saturday, December 18. We will include
cheese, crackers and fruit, in addition to Christmas cookies and (some) candy. You can help
with this effort by:


Letting us know who should be on the "list" this year. Traditionally, we have delivered
baskets to shut-ins, people going through a difficult time (could be health or other
issues), or people who have experienced a recent loss. It is a way of showing that we
care and the recipients don't have to be members of our congregation.



Setting aside a few extra cookies when you do your holiday baking (we will need about
12 dozen assorted cookies) .



Volunteering to come on December 18 to help assemble and deliver the baskets at
9:30 am in the fellowship hall.



Making a monetary donation to help pay for the baskets, wrappings, and purchased food
items.

Please send your suggestions and commitments to Mary Menzies at dmenzies@roadrunner.com
or at her work phone: 603-259-0195.

First Congregational Church
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

KEY:
FH – Fellowship Hall
LP – Ladies Parlor
CR – Classroom

5 SECOND SUNDAY

6

7

OF ADVENT
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Class- Zoom - Luke

5:00 PM – AA – LP

10:00 AM-Worship

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

5:00 PM – Eastern
Star - FH
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA - FH

8

9

Happy
Birthday!
Mary
Menzies

6:30 PM – Council –
Zoom

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA - FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

7:00 PM-AA-FH

10

11

Happy
Birthday!
Ed Warden

Rev. Jay Sprout
Hanging of the
Greens
12 THIRD SUNDAY

7:00 PM – Chorus
Rehearsal Sanctuary

13

14

15

16

7:00 PM-AA-FH

17

18

OF ADVENT
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Class – Zoom - Luke

1:00 PM – Ladies
Society - LP
5:00 PM – AA - LP

9:30 AM – Deacon’s
Baskets assembly FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon

10:00 AM-Worship
Service

Victoria Cole

7:00 PM – Chorus
Rehearsal Sanctuary

19 FOURTH SUNDAY 20

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Happy Birthday!
Brian Muh
21

22

23

24

25

OF ADVENT
OFFICE CLOSED
SLLC CLOSED

Christmas Fund

SLLC CLOSED

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Class – Zoom - Luke
5:00 PM – AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Service
7:00 PM-Eastern
Star – FH

Pat Whipple

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM – AA – FH

7:00 PM –
Christmas Eve
Service

3:00 PM – Christmas
Concert - Sanctuary

26
10:00 AM-Worship
Service

27

28

29

30

5:00 PM – AA - LP

Rev. Brian Muh
7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

31

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

The Roof Fund total as of
$37,838.83

YTD

Member support:

$128,776

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 18,588

Other Income:

$ 25,412

Total Income:

$172.776

Total Expenses:

$143,502

Net:

$ 29,274

If what you can contribute from
what you have pledged has changed
(any time throughout the year),
please let the Treasurer know.
Thank you.

Virtual Dinner Fundraiser
Our safest option again this year
was to hold this important (and
only!) fundraiser virtually.

$1,890 was raised virtually.
Thank you!
We look forward to next year with
high hopes of being back together
for this annual event!

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Financial Report
October 31, 2021

Wireless Guest Account

Stewardship
Stewardship is taking good care of something that belongs to someone
else. We recognize that everything we have belongs to God and that
He has put it in our care.
Our Stewardship campaign may look like Fundraising for a non-profit
organization, but it is based on a very different dynamic.
It is based on our relationship with God.
God wants us to enjoy the beautiful world and comfortable lives He has given
us. What does He ask from us in return?
- To do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Him.
- To love Him with all our hearts, all our souls, and all our strength, and to love
our neighbor as ourselves.
- To accept His love and to trust in Him.
We give because God has given to us, and we give generously (more than we
think we can “afford”) because we trust God to continue to provide for us – to
give us our daily bread.
2022 Budget The Church Council met recently to establish the church’s
proposed 2022 budget at $201,315. Budgeting for next year was a difficult
process because we must be financially prepared to support an interim pastor
(or a settled pastor) when we are able to call one. At the same time, we
recognize that we will be relying on guest worship leaders for some time. We
don’t know for how long – the timing is in God’s hands, not in ours. So, we
made our best assumptions and adopted a budget. Pledges make up the bulk
of our budget and those pledges of support come from you.
Give for These Reasons
- Support your local church with your time, treasure, and talent because this is
where you are, and this is where you have been called to serve.
- Support your church because it plays an important part in your life –
spiritually and as a loving community.
- Give to demonstrate your faith and trust in God. Give because God has provided
for you. Give because you trust that God will continue to provide for you. Give
because you trust that God will use your gifts to do His work in the world.
Don’t give God your “leftovers” after everything else is paid. Give God the “first
fruits” of your personal harvest. If you step out on a “faith-based” limb and give
God more than you think you can afford, then you will be amazed at the
difference it will make in your life. Your whole attitude will change, and you will
experience incredible peace and joy when you truly put your trust in God.
In His Love,

Mary Menzies
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Christmas Fund – Special Offering, December 19
This fund is used for monthly pension and health benefits supplementation, and Christmas
Thank You gift checks for retired clergy and lay employees; and emergency grants for
individuals and families for over 100 years.

They came when you needed them. They answered the
phone when you called. They baptized and married and
buried your loved ones. They gave up weekend after
weekend after weekend to care for your spirit, lead you in
worship, and point to God in your midst. Some of them did
it for less money than they could easily live on. Some of
them did it for less than they would have been willing to
do any other job for, because of what they believe about
who God is, and what they believe about who you are. For
all the sacrifices that clergy and lay church workers have
made in our congregations, over 100 years ago the Pension
Boards of the United Church of Christ created the
Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the
Emergency Fund, to help support them in retirement and
during times of emergent need. The Christmas Fund
provides supplementation of small pension payments for retired clergy who often served small congregations
throughout their careers. It provides supplementation of health premium costs, to help ensure their wellness
throughout their lives. And the Christmas Fund provides emergency grants Christmas “Thank You” gift checks
for retirees and those facing unforeseen financial hardship. A gift to the Christmas Fund is your opportunity to
join with others in the United Church of Christ to bring good news and great joy to those who have given so
much to our church.

You can now donate online!
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YR4H
The First Congregational Church of Littleton is grateful for the support of generous donors!
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North Country Sacred Space Grant
A $2,500 grant was recently awarded to the First Congregational Church from the NH Conference!
The North Country Sacred Space Maintenance Fund (NCSS) was established in June 2020 with the
proceeds of the now-defunct Berlin Church Endowment. It serves as a grant fund to assist North
Country Association UCC churches in maintaining their properties. The fund will provide
approximately $2,500 each year for grant awards. Thank you to Laurie Boswell and Alice Muh for
submitting the application. Laurie will also be participating in the NC Association as part of the grant
covenant until a settled Pastor takes her place. This money will be used to help offset costs for repair
work on both towers (missing glass, trim and vinyl siding) and to correct the bow in the vinyl siding
between the first and second windows on the east end of the sanctuary.

The North Country Chorus presents its 73rd Annual Holiday Concert on Saturday and Sunday, December 4th
and 5th. Both concerts are at 3 PM at the Union Baptist Church on Route 5 in Waterford, VT. Admission is by
donation. Masks and proof of vaccination OR a PCR test within 72 hours are required.

Christmas Season Concert ~ SAVE THE DATE! On Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 3 PM
White Mountains Chorale will present “Choral Christmas Returns” in the sanctuary. Under the direction of
Music Director Victoria Cole, the chorus will present a program of new and old holiday favorites. Singers will
wear masks. Audience MUST be masked and require proof of vaccination to attend the concert.

Thank you to
everyone who
participated in
carving pumpkins
for the
community event.
So fun to see the
fellowship hall in
use and so
festive!
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Church Staff
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Reg LaFlam

Officers
Moderator: Tim Gould
Vice Moderator: Alice Muh,
Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Assistant Treasurer: Rachel Clark

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tina Peabody
Property Management: Open

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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