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I’ve been talking with people on the phone today. Lots of hopeful things going on. Also some really
frustrating things going on. We’re living our lives. We’re happy to welcome new grandkids; we’re glad we
got that surgery done. We wish we could visit our loved ones in the hospital. We’re worried, excited, filled
with anxiety or with joy. I can tell we’re all feeling the strain of our prolonged isolation. I can tell how
important it is to be able to visit with one another—by Zoom, by Facebook, on the phone. I can feel how
deeply people are looking forward to the day we can come together in person again. In the meantime, the
work of the church, the work of sharing God’s love with one another and the world, goes on. Sometimes
it feels overwhelming, I know. I hear you.
Breathe. (I’m saying this as much to myself as to you.) Breathe the good air all the way down into
your belly. Relax. Let the air flow in, flow out. Let your mind slow down, let your thoughts float by like
boats floating down a river. Breathe in. Breathe out. Repeat. Let your heart-mind-body settle into this
unique and precious moment. And let’s pray.
“We give you deep and heartfelt thanks, most generous and loving God, for being with us through
this difficult time, for holding us in your loving arms, for calming our anxious spirits, for showing us
ways connect with one another, whatever else the day may bring.
“Loving Shepherd, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for leading us beside still waters,
for bringing us to lush green pastures where we can lie down and settle into untroubled rest. With every
deep, relaxing breath we take, may we trust you more, until our souls are calm within us, fed and
nourished by your love.
“Dear Holy Spirit, nurturing Dove, as you hover with outstretched wings over us, we pray that you
will also comfort those we love and miss today. Breathe with us, Holy Breath; fill our anxious hearts with
your deep peace. As we reach out to share our love with one another, pour out your life-giving Love on
us, we pray in the name of Jesus, our Shepherd, our Savior, our Friend. Amen.”
As always, I hope you will reach out to me any time you feel the need for pastoral care (or just
want to chat). Your calls are a joy, not a burden, to me, especially now.
Blessings,

david
Dear All,
To protect the health and safety of all our members, the Church Council has decided to move the Annual
Meeting from February 14, 2021 to sometime in June. In the meantime, the Council will continue to serve as
the decision-making body of the church, as laid out in our by-laws. Except for contractual changes (things
we are already committed to) that goes up, as opposed to committing to new expenses, we will continue to
operate under the current budget, limiting our spending as much as is reasonably possible until a new
budget can be passed.
Thank you and stay safe,
Tim Gould, Moderator
An abbreviated 2020 Annual Report will be available electronically at the beginning of March. The full
report will be issued at least two weeks before the Annual Meeting when the new date is announced.
Thank you.
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Dear church friends and members,

We are starting this new monthly communication called the ‘Steeple Minute’ to help us all feel
more connected and keep folks informed of what is happening in our church community. It is like
the old Steeple Talk, only shortened a little. Hopefully, you will enjoy this new version. If you
feel like there is something else you want to know about, let us know. You can email Pam Nute at
fstcong189@gmail.com or Alice Muh at alicemuh@roadrunner.com.
****************************************

From the Church Council
The church Council, which consists of the committee chairpersons, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Moderator,
Vice-Moderator, Pastor, and church Administrative Assistant, continues to meet on a monthly basis, via Zoom,
and acting on behalf of the members of the church. Due to recent resignations from some of these positions,
the Council appointed two new members to be voted on and approved at the annual meeting. Alice Muh will
now be the acting Vice-Moderator, and Joyce Krill will be acting Treasurer. Our next meeting is February 18th.
As you can see from Tim Gould’s note, we have postponed the Annual Meeting until it is safe to meet again.
The full annual report will be sent out prior to the meeting, but for now we will be sending out a modified
version, a Year- End Report, that includes the committee annual reports and a look at what the budget may
look like at the beginning of March.
Please understand that the budget will be a work in progress. There is a significant income shortfall, so we
are hoping more pledges come in but in the meantime are working on reducing expenses and identifying
income sources to close the $30,700 gap. One of the income sources being explored is the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP). We have submitted an application with Shining Lights Learning Center (SLLC) for a
loan amount of $54,540, of which will be shared 75% with them for their payroll and 25% for church payroll
(proportionate to the number of employees). If this money is all spent on payroll within the designated time,
the loan will be forgiven. SLLC applied for the PPP loan in June and it was fully forgiven as payroll far
exceeded income and is expected to for this second round also.
Our electronic sign in front of the church has not been working properly for over a year. We have not been
able to access the sign remotely from the office computer and messages have to be changed by climbing up to
the sign outside and inserting a flash drive to change the message, which is clearly not safe and why we got
the electronic sign in the first place. Believe it or not, the sign is 9 years old and has had no upgrades since its
installation. Unfortunately, it will completely die if not repaired. The cost to repair it is around $2,500 with
Tim Gould doing the labor. We are asking for donations for this since there is no money in the budget to do
this work. If you can contribute, you can mail a check to the church with ‘electronic sign’ on the memo line.
Thank you!
Do you want to know who is doing what in the church? Would you like to see where your talents can be used
to further our mission to share God’s love with each other and the community? Check out the Committee
Members page in the Year-End Report. There are lots of vacancies, so if you would like to participate, you
can contact the church office, Pastor David, Tim Gould, or Alice Muh. Or if you just want to help without
being a committee member, you can do that too!
Lastly, please join us for our live-streamed worship Sunday mornings at 10 AM on Facebook, or later if you
wish. We will continue to send the link via email as well as the order for worship. We are working on an Ash
Wednesday live-stream as well! See you there!
Alice Muh,
Acting Vice-Moderator

First Congregational Church
February 2021
Sunday

Monday
1

11:30 AM-AA – FH
weekdays
SUSPENDED until
further notice

7

Tuesday
2

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM–AA-FH

10

11

Friday
5

Saturday
6

5:00 PM – AA LP

Pastors' Sabbath
8
9

7:00 PM-AA-FH

12

13

9:00 AM – Adult Bible 5:00 PM – AA Study – Zoom - Mark LP
10:00 AM-Worship
(Streamed Service)
Happy Birthday!
Lars Nielson
Maxine Hadlock

14 MISSION
SUNDAY

Happy Birthday!

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM–AA-FH

17 ASH
WEDNESDAY

18

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Henny Bogardus

15

16

1:00PM –
Finance – LP

10:00 AM-Worship
(Streamed Service)

7:00 PM-Ash
Wednesday
Service –
Streamed

Pastors' Sabbath
Happy Anniversary!
Karen & Stuart Lord

22

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – Zoom - Mark
5:00 PM – AA LP
10:00 AM-Worship
(Streamed Service)
Pastors' Sabbath
28
Happy Birthday!

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Emily LaFlam
Study – Zoom - Mark
10:00 AM-Worship
(Streamed Service)

Lindsey Clarke

Pastors' Sabbath

9:00 AM – Adult Bible 5:00 PM – AA Study – Zoom - Mark LP

21

Happy Birthday!

5:00 Property
Committee

5:30 PM – SLLC
BOD

23

19

20

6:30 – Council
Zoom
7:00 PM – AAFH

7:00 PM–AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
24

25

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM–AA-FH

26

KEY:
FH – Fellowship Hall
LP – Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom

27

7:00 PM – AAFH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Thank You to everyone who
contributed to the

The Roof Fund total
(as of 12/31/20)

Christmas Fund!

$30,470.70

$635.00

Thank you for your ongoing commitment!
The next Dinner Bell

Financial Report

The church has a new
internet provider!

May 4, 2021
December 31, 2020

YTD

Please contact Judy Oleary at

Member support:

$150,744

860-5235 or joski6172@aol.com

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 21,840

Other Income:

$ 11,962

Thank you

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEW!

Any monetary donations
you would normally make
to the All Saint’s Food
Total Expenses:
$ 179,738
Pantry, Dinner Bell and/or
the Littleton Free Pantry
Net:
$ 4,808
will now be a Food
Ministries allocation. The
If what you can contribute from what
Missions Committee will
you have pledged has changed (any
time throughout the year), please let the identify where this money is
Pastor or the Treasurer know.
most needed in our local
Thank you.
community.
Total Income:

Please note email addresses
have changed!
Church office:

fstcong189@gmail.com

$ 184,546

Pastor David:

pastordavidfcc@gmail.com
Shining Lights Learning Center:
fccshininglightslearningcenter@gmail.com

The webpage remains the same:
www.1stconglittleton.org

Littleton Free Pantry News
The pantry has been very busy! So many people coming in to donate items, so many people
taking items they need. It is a wonderful resource for this community. So busy though, that
plans are underway to create an oversight group which will comprise of both church members
and any interested community members to celebrate its successes and figure out some of the
challenges it has created. For now, Linda Warden will be the contact person if you have any
questions about the pantry or would like to be more involved with this effort.
Currently, the pantry is not in need of monetary donations. Please see above how your
monetary donation will be handled. But, the pantry is always in need of protein! Suggestions
include canned tuna, chicken, ham, beef stew and hearty meat soups. Drop off of these
kinds of items is 24/7 – the pantry is never closed!
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I had a great time, opening the boxes in my Advent calendar this year, the
one I’d been sharing with the kids - decorated boxes, filled with candy and
puzzles, a slinky, a bible verse that tells another bit of the story of the
journey toward Christmas.
I took a little time to pray with the kids every day. I sat in a quiet place,
and in my imagination, I lifted each one of our children up into the light of
God’s love. The light was streaming down from the sky and it welcomed
each one of our beloved children and bathed them in tenderness, comfort
and JOY.
And then I’d say some words. They varied, but they went a little like this:

“Kind and caring God, we’re O so thankful for your love—the love you
pour out on us every day, the love you pour into our hearts so we can
share it with everyone we meet. What a surprise you gave us, God, when
you came to be with us here on earth. You didn’t come as a super-hero,
armed with magic weapons to scare us and make us tow the line. Instead,
you came as a child, like one of us, to open our hearts and fill us with joy.
We thank you, God, for your wonderful gift of Jesus, the tiny child whose
coming we celebrate through the sharing of these Advent gifts, Amen.”

And what lucky children they were to receive
such thoughtful and wonderful gifts! Many
thanks to Kim Smith, the CE members, and
the volunteers who decorated the boxes for
the children.
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Sexton: Ross Fairweather

Officers
Moderator: Tim Gould
Vice Moderator: Alice Muh, Acting
Treasurer: Joyce Krill, Acting
Assistant Treasurer: Open

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Phil Krill
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Tina Peabody
Property Management: Open

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam

Many thanks to Kim S.! She transformed the
Christmas tree into the beautiful Valentine’s Tree!

