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And here we go!
Wilma and I are just back from vacation. We went to the Pacific
Northwest, Western Washington. We visited Wilma’s mother, spent
time with old friends, took part in a very special wedding, went for
long, quiet walks on rocky beaches, read books that had not a single
thing to do with curriculum building or organizational restructure,
took naps, played Mexican train dominoes, drank tea on the porch, and
spent a great deal of time sitting still, letting everything go, relaxing
our bodies, slowing our minds, breathing in, breathing out, until we
came to rest. I hope each of you has had some time to relax, let
everything go, and discover, as we did, that God is there, as promised, to
hold the world in place without our worry.
And God has had lots of help, I know, holding this little world
together. I wouldn’t have been able to relax the way I did, if I hadn’t
had such deep confidence in you, in the people of this church. You
continued to plan and lead worship and to firm up plans for Rally Day;
you continued to prepare for our Sunday school and our church-storysharing event. You wrote cards, made visits, and called people on the
phone to make sure they felt cared for, to make sure they knew the love
of the church was with them in times of celebration and distress. Yes,
God has lots of help, holding everything together in this place. For all
you do, every day of the year, blessings, blessings, blessings.
So, it’s almost September now, and lots of things are cranking up.
We’ll have new classes for the children when they come back from
summer vacation. We’ll be getting together over lunch to share the
story of our church together. We’ll be offering classes for adults—an
Explorers’ Class for those who’d like to know more about our church; a
couple of Bible classes, one by Erma, one by me (stay tuned for details).
We’ll be looking into some exciting ideas for focusing our resources and
bringing new energy into the life of our church. I hope you’ve found
times to rest this summer, times to trust others to hold things together,
times to relax and do the things you enjoy, times to let everything go,
sit and breathe and discover that God is always there. We have an
amazing new year ahead of us. Praise God.
And here we go!
blessings,
david
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Shining Lights Learning Center
The summer session at FCC Shining Lights has come to an end. They spent much time outside and
did a lot of fun arts and crafts. They focused on ocean life, camping and bugs.
The new 2013-2014 school year has begun with a few changes. The toddler room is now the
caterpillar room and the preschoolers are the butterflies. The caterpillar room was freshly painted
a bright sunny yellow and the butterfly room has just been cleaned and refreshed.
A new children’s washer/dryer was added to the room as well as a new kitchen set. We added a
few fun toys to the playground as well as new fresh mulch all around.
Amanda Piadade is now our lead caterpillar teacher. She has just one year remaining to achieve
her BA in Early Childhood Education. FCC Shining Lights has a new web page that will be u p and
running soon. Keep an eye open for it – www.fccshininglights.com.
We look forward to a wonderful upcoming year.
Dianah Hale
Director

Ministry of Music
I hope that everyone has enjoyed the special music this summer. We have been blessed with a variety of
musicians.
Choir will begin on Wednesday September 4th with pizza and salad at 5:30 and a rehearsal at 6:30.
Our church has had an organized choir of some sort since the 1820's. But now we are faced with the
possibility that it might not continue. We need your help. If you like to sing and are willing to make the
commitment I would love to talk with you about it.
It is very important that all choir members be at the first rehearsal. We need everyone there so we can get
organized and off to a good start. If you can't make it I need to know as soon as possible. I am looking
forward to a new year of singing together.
Musically,
Dottie
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“Classifieds
Wanted and Needed
• Coffee Fellowship
hosts
Rally Sunday/Cake Walk on
Sunday, Sept. 8th.
Please sign up on board in front
of church or call Pat Whipple at
444- 3376
Coffee Fellowship
is an important ministry and
creates a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

and Notices”

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in
worship planning
 Do you have special music
you enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative
ideas on how to present
God’s holy word?
 Do you love traditional
worship services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more
worship services.

Food Collection Sunday –
September 29th, 2012

Financial Report
July 31, 2013

YTD

Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

$ 85,086
$ 12,795

Total Income:

$ 105,641

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 98,476
$ 7,164

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry. Money for gift cards to
purchase perishable items is
appreciated also. Thank you

$
$ 7,760

September Council
Meeting
Sept.17th
6:30 PM
Agenda: Budget
Any member who would like a
copy of the August
council meeting minutes can
call the office to request one

When I am
Stuck in traffic,
Miss an elevator,
Turn back to answer a
ringing telephone ...
All the little things
that annoy me.
I think to myself,
This is exactly where
God wants me to be

I've learned .... That
having a child fall
asleep in your arms
is one of the most
peaceful feelings in
the world.

Please remember to sign
up for the Hospice
training to take place for
six evenings starting this
fall. For more information
please call Sue Buteau,
Hospice Volunteer
Coordinator for North
Country Home Health and
Hospice at 444-5317

Steeple Talk
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Mission Spotlight
DINNER BELL RESUMES: We have signed up to host 5 Dinner Bell meals between September 2013 and
June 2014. The dates are: October 8, 2013; November 12, 2013; January 14, 2014; April 15, 2014; and
June 3, 2014. In addition, there will be no formal Dinner Bell meal on Tuesday, December 31, 2013 but we
will collaborate with St. Rose of Lima Parish to provide sandwiches to go along with the soup that they will
prepare. We will also be asked to provide one or two volunteers and some food component for the
November 26, 2013 Thanksgiving meal.
HARVEST SUPPER: Our 34th Annual Harvest Supper, to include a silent auction, will be held on Saturday,
October 5, 2013. The menu consists of an appetizer of cider with cheese and crackers, followed by baked
ham with raisin sauce, mashed potatoes, squash, peas, rolls and assorted beverages. For dessert there will
be dozens of delectable homemade pies and cakes to choose from. There will be two seatings (5:00 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m.). Both take-out and free delivery service within Littleton are available. Tickets may be
reserved by calling the church at 444-3376 or they may be purchased at the door. Ticket prices are $ 12.00
for adults/teens, and $ 5.00 for children 5-12. Children 4 and under are free.
This year’s Harvest Supper is being co-chaired by Judy O’Leary and Su Schott. Volunteers are needed
for a variety of tasks associated with the Harvest Supper, and as in past years, we will be asking for
donations of pies, cakes and dinner rolls. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the near future.
The proceeds of the Harvest Supper help support the mission and outreach initiatives of the First
Congregational Church.
The Harvest Supper, which has become an autumn highlight for both local residents and visitors from
afar, offers delicious fare at a bargain price. This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy good food and good
fellowship. All are welcome – please bring your entire family and invite all of your friends!
NEIGHBORS IN NEED: This year’s Neighbors in Need special mission offering will be taken on Sunday,
October 6, 2013, World Communion Sunday. Two-thirds of the proceeds of the NIN offering is used by the
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy
efforts, and direct service projects. The remaining one-third is allocated to the UCC’s Council for American
Ministries (CAIM), which supports UCC pastors and congregations on 20 American Indian reservations as
well as a multi-tribal congregation in Minnesota. Last year’s Neighbors in Need solicitation brought in
$437.31, of which $37.31 was collected by our church school youth. During the month of September, please
take time to read the bulletin inserts with inspiring accounts of the activities of some of the 2012 NIN grant
recipients. NIN offering envelopes will be placed in the September 22, September 29 and October 6 bulletins.
Your generous support is greatly appreciated.

JAMES (age 4) was listening to a Bible story. His dad read: 'The man
named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his
wife looked back and was turned to salt.' Concerned, James asked:
'What happened to the flea?'

Page 6
Steeple Talk

Steeple Talk
Page 7

Christian Ed – Sunday School

Rally Day and Cake Walk 2013
On September 8, 2013 we will begin our Sunday School year featuring our new theme
“Jesus Christ Super Star”
Following Children’s Time in the service, we will have some great crafts to get everyone in a Rock
and Roll frame of mind! As the year continues, we will be having some fun with our theme as our
children explore the Gospels, learning about the life of Jesus. Other activities will include but not
be limited to outings, crafts, cooking….the possibilities are endless!
Our annual Cake walk will follow church on the 8th. Volunteer bakers would be greatly appreciated!! These
fine individuals should kindly contact Su Schott @ 869-5797. All church members are strongly encouraged to
participate so bring your dollars, a smile, and a hearty appetite for all things sweet!!

Volunteers Needed!!

Last year our Sunday School program adopted a new format which would allow all members of the
congregation an opportunity to make good on the promise that we all make to each of our children
at the time of their baptisms. Not only can we all follow through with our promise, but it is a great
opportunity for adults in our church to interact with each other and with the children of our
church. Last year, many of our volunteers discovered great skills within themselves that they
didn’t know they had. A sign-up board is in the fellowship hall for unit volunteers! Each unit is
only a month and it is not necessary to be at church for each week of the month in order to
participate. This is a great opportunity to share your talents with our children, fulfill the
commitment you make to the children at each of their baptisms, and discover your Rock side!!

Happier Birthdays!

This year our Sunday School program will be starting a new mission!! Our church recognizes on a
daily basis that there are many living among us who have a more difficult time making ends meet.
For those that have a hard time on a daily basis, special occasions like birthdays can be especially
hard. We will be putting together kits of birthday essentials like cake mix, frosting, small gift
certificates for incidentals needed to make a cake, candles, party hats, etc. Our children will be
asked to bring these items in as their offering or they can bring in money that will go towards
purchasing these items. If any other members of the congregation would like to contribute, please
hand your “Birthday Items” to any of our children before they leave the church for Sunday School.
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Some of the Dinner Bell Crew.
Our first time to prepare and
serve the Dinner Bell meal at
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church
this season will be October 8th.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN…….
Time for our Annual Silent Auction!!
We are asking you to donate baked goods, crafts, gift baskets etc. – whatever you
think will bring a good bid! We would like all items brought to the church by
September 28th. So start thinking of what you might give to insure a great auction.
Questions, contact Rachel 869-5862 or Karen 444-6595

Senior Chuckle: Marvin was in the hospital on his death bed. The family called Marvin’s
Preacher to be with him in his final moments. As the Preacher stood by the bed, Marvin’s
condition seemed to deteriorate. Marvin motioned for someone to quickly pass him a pen
and paper. The Preacher quickly got a pen and paper and lovingly handed it to Marvin.
Before he had a chance to read the note, Marvin died. The Preacher feeling that now
wasn’t the right time to read it put the note in his jacket pocket. It was at the funeral
while speaking that the Preacher suddenly remembered the note. Reaching deep into his
pocket the Preacher said “and you know what, I suddenly remembered that right before
Marvin died he handed me a note, and knowing Marvin I’m sure it was something inspiring
that we can all gain from. With that introduction the Preacher ripped out the note and
opened it. The note said “HEY, YOU ARE STANDING ON MY OXYGEN TUBE!”
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The Caring Tree
The Caring Tree Outreach continues its mission to write and visit those members and friends of
this church and community through notes, calls, and visits. If you know of someone who could
benefit from these services, please contact Pat Whipple or Pastor David with the information.
This ministry reaches out to ALL in need and always welcome opportunities to help anyone.
************************************************************************************

Ladies Society

Mark Wednesday, September 11th on your calendar. Regular meeting begins at 1:30 p.m. in the
Ladies Parlor. Dessert, followed by a business meeting will be held. On our agenda: parlor
renovations, Caleb donation, review of summer events, further plans for the fall. NOT A
MEMBER? Come anyway! Experience our Congregational hospitality. REMEMBER: September
11th @ 1:30 p.m. in the Ladies Parlor
MANY THANKS………… The Ladies Society and members of the congregation were honored to
prepare a reception in memory of two former members, Sally Haskell and Anna Haynes. One
reception – two families. The women had been childhood friends and school mates so it seemed
fitting that their interment services at Glenwood be held on the same day. After the funeral
service and internment service of Anna and the interment of Sally, all conducted by Pastor
David, a reception was held in the Fellowship Hall to honor both. Over 100 people attended.
This called for an extraordinary amount of organizing and it is to ALL who volunteered to help
make this a special day for the family and friends that this ”thank you” is dedicated. It would
not have been so successful had it not been for ALL who said “Yes, I will help” that made the
day so memorable to those in charge.
THANKS again for ALL who answered our call with “Yes, I will help”. Special thanks go to Phil
Krill who served as host at the funeral service for Anna and to Wilma who served as hostess at
the reception. A special thanks to Emily LaFlam, Carol Mason and Anna Jackman whose
assistance was invaluable – they made it happen!
Barbara Holland
Ladies Society

On another note, advance orders for pecans may be placed by calling Marlene Baker at
603-869-2001. Price will still be $8.00 per package. This is another money making
project for the Ladies Society.
Thanks,
Marlene Baker
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The Life of Our Church – Celebrating the Journey
September 29 11:30am -1:30pm
Lunch and children’s activities provided
The Restructuring Task Force would like to invite everyone to a very special event on
September 29 right after church. Whether you are a frequent attender or not; whether you
are a long time member or someone brand new to us- all are welcome! This program is called
“The Life of Our Church – Celebrating the Journey”. It will take about 2 hours and lunch and
children’s activities are provided for you. (Who said there is no such thing as a free lunch???)
As we did for our 200th Anniversary of the founding of our church, we will explore some of the
highlights of our church history especially those things that were a response to changes in the
community and in the world. We also will be adding your recollections and photos- if you have
them -to our room size time line that we will be creating.
The purpose of this event is to understand how our story has brought us to this moment in our
journey of faith and to begin to discern where God is leading us next. In creating our vision
statements, we have already begun this process. However, in order to continue moving forward,
it is necessary to appreciate what God has done through our church. How did our forebears put
their trust in God to lead them on their journey and how can we do the same? It is also
important to come to terms with both positive and negative events that have shaped our
understanding of who we are as a community in Christ.
So, come and join us in this journey of discovery! What is your earliest memory of this church?
What changes have happened in your lifetime? What was the church doing that made you say,
“Wow! I want to be a part of that!”? How has the church responded to community and world
events? What event has helped shape your own faith journey and why? Start gathering your
stories and pictures. We encourage you to bring your photos to the office to be scanned and
printed so your original will be kept intact. If you absolutely cannot make to the event, please
write down your memories and bring them and your photos to the church office.
Do you remember when…………..?
For more information you can contact any member of the Restructuring Task Force- Alice Muh,
Ann Craxton, Linda Warden, Judy Warden, Tina Peabody, Tim Gould, and David Weddington.
Stay tuned!
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Church Staff
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Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Bob Muh
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Marti Faulkner
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Marti Faulkner
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds: John Lofgren

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale
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