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“And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
I guess it was one day last week. I was walking from the house to the car and I
raised up my head and stopped and looked around. It was something in the air, a
certain shift in the breeze that was tickling the hairs on my neck, and I felt it—I want to
say “snow” but it isn’t snow exactly, “winter” maybe, something. I felt it coming.
I looked at the brown pine needles on the path where, every day last winter, a
snow-shoe hare left its broad tracks in the snow, going back and forth between the
woods behind our house and the pumpkin Wilma put out at Halloween and never took
in. All winter long, that snow-shoe hare helped himself to the pumpkin feast in our
yard. And something is coming, something that caught my attention. Another year.
Another season of snow.
I read something this morning that has stuck with me. I get a short reflection
every day from Richard Rohr and for several days now, he’s been talking about
forgiveness. This morning’s reflection included this paragraph:
“Forgiveness reveals three goodnesses simultaneously. When we forgive, we
choose the goodness of the other over their faults, we experience God’s
goodness flowing through ourselves, and we also experience our own capacity
for goodness in a way that almost surprises us. We are finally in touch with a
much Higher Power, and we slowly learn how to draw upon this Infinite
Source.”
I’ve been pondering these three “goodnesses” ever since. I’m especially intrigued by
the first one. When somebody hurts me, it’s awfully easy for me to get stuck focusing
on nothing but the injury. I notice everything about that person that irritates me, every
little flaw. I obsess about every failing, every weakness, every self-centered impulse I
can find in her, until pretty soon, my image of that person who hurt me has nothing
good about it, nothing good at all. Forgive? Well, maybe if he were to admit his faults,
maybe if she repented for being the snarky, unhelpful, selfish, mean person she is.
But what about his goodness? What about all the qualities she has that I could
admire? What about the gentle way he talks to his child, or the way she paid for that
young woman’s groceries that day and never let anyone know? What about the honest
way he stood up to that bully in the town meeting the other night? Forgiveness begins
with choosing a person’s goodness over her faults—which can help us, in turn, to
notice how God does the same thing for us—which can help us, in turn, to focus on our
own best qualities instead of being so down on ourselves all the time.
In these times when so many of us find ourselves obsessing on the negative
qualities of people in our homes, our workplaces, and especially in the public domain, I
wonder what would happen if, every day, we found one honest, sincere good thing to
say about someone who hurt us, someone with whom we powerfully, passionately
disagree. Try it. Let me know how it goes. [BTW, this is the kind of conversation I hope
we’ll be having as we study the Lord’s Prayer together in our Adult Bible Study. See
page 5 of this newsletter for details.]
blessings,
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Your Generosity
in August

Wireless Guest
Account

Deacon’s Collection

SSID: FCC Guests

$175.00

Password: fcc189main

Food Pantry Collection

$152.00

The Ladies Society Salad Supper in June.
Read more about them on page 8!

Financial Report

Men’s Breakfast

July 31, 2017

YTD

Member support:

$ 82,433

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 14,000

Other Income:

$ 8,866

Total Income:

$105,299

Total Expenses:

$107,184

Net:

$ - 1,885

Enjoy!

8:00 am
September 16th at the

O’Brien Residence

This is one week later than
usual, due to the MS Walk

MS RiverWalk Registration
Learn more on pages
6 and 7!

Food Collection Sunday Wanted and Needed
September 24, 2017
Sunday Ushers and Greeters
The Food Cupboard is in need
of the following items:
Small containers of
condiments. Coffee.
Canned fruit. Soups, stews,
canned meat (turkey,
chicken, ham, corned beef,
Spam). Canned or boxed
(complete) meals.

Thank you!

Coffee Fellowship hosts
Please sign up on the yellow board
at the back of the sanctuary

Coffee Fellowship (resuming
in September!) and Greeters
are an important ministry
and create a more
welcoming atmosphere for
members and visitors
Thank you to Brian Muh on
August 6th and 20th for pulpit
coverage while Pastor David
was on vacation
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It's that time of year again! Calling all who like to sing to gather on September 6th for dinner at
5:30 pm in fellowship hall and a rehearsal following at 6:30 pm. Come try us out. We are a fun
bunch to be with and we enjoy singing together. If you think you might like to try singing but
have questions, come talk with me! Our first Sunday to sing will be September 10th. We are
looking forward to it and we hope to see you there.
I hope you have enjoyed all the wonderful music during the summer break. Thank you to
Rachel Clark for scheduling the July musicians. She does it faithfully every year.
Dottie J. Morton
Music Director

2017 Annual Meeting
New Hampshire Conference, United Church of Christ
In Search of Sanctuary: Won't You Be My Neighbor?
October 21, 2017
Grappone Center, Concord, NH
The theme of the meeting this year is rooted in the Parable of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), and the haunting question posed
by Jesus: "Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?"
Drawing upon his experience as the founding Pastor of Living
Water United Church of Christ in Philadelphia, and as political
director of People Improving Communities through Organizing
(PICO), Bishop Dwayne D. Royster will bring the Keynote Address,
speaking to our theme: "In Search of Sanctuary: Won't You Be My
Neighbor?"
If you would like to attend as a delegate this year, please see
Pastor David. More information can be found at:
http://www.nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/conference-annualmeetings

Steeple Talk
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Sunday School Happenings:
Dig In With Us!!
Join in the Fun and as we attempt to
live like Jesus in and around
Littleton!!
Sunday School begins September 10th!! This year our curriculum is all about the life of Jesus. We
are going to learn about His life and try our best to live as He showed us. We are looking for
suggestions of things we can do locally. One really great way to get to know the children in our
church would be to join us as we attempt to make a difference. Perhaps you would like to sing with us
at Riverglen, bake with us for Dinner Bell or decorate cards with us for local people who could use a
little cheer. If you volunteer locally, consider inviting the children along! We need ideas of ways that
our children can help out in the community and if you care to come along, even better!
We are also looking for people to join us from time to time in Sunday School. You can really help in
areas where you are talented (and hopefully observe others excel at their talents. Several years ago
we encouraged of the congregation to help us out and not only did they have a great time getting to
know the kids, they also had a great time getting to know each other better!!

Once again this year we are blessed with two teachers of adult classes,
Erma Sheley and Pastor David. Erma Sheley’s Bible Study class will

be meeting at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings starting September 10.
This class has been studying the books of the Bible through books
written by N.T. Wright. This fall will be kicked off with a Study of James.
ADULT BIBLE STUDY:
LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
by John C. Purdy
One day, when Jesus was praying, his disciples, moved by the depth of his spiritual
connection both with the world and with God, asked him to teach them to pray. And Jesus
gave them a model for prayer that the church has followed ever since. We call in the Lord’s
Prayer, or sometime the Savior’s Prayer. There’s a wealth of wisdom, poetry, and spiritual
power in this short prayer Jesus taught us. For six weeks we’ll open our minds and our
hearts to explore these powerful words and receive the riches of this wonderful prayer.
We’ll meet in the Adult Sunday School Room,
from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
on Sundays beginning September 17
and ending October 22
Please let Pastor David know soon if you want to attend this class
so he can order enough books for everyone.
The cost of books will be covered by Christian Education.
We’ll happily accept your reimbursement of $10
if you find you can afford it.
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Fourth Annual RiverWalk for MS
September 9th is our 4th annual RiverWalk for MS! Information is available now under “Events” on the
church’s webpage or on the Littleton, NH RiverWalk for MS Facebook page. If you have Facebook,
you can help spread the word from the comfort of your own home just by liking and sharing our
posts!! You and your friends and family can easily make donations by credit card here:

http://main.nationalmssociety.org/goto/2017RiverWalk
Brought to you by the Christian Education Committee and the Community Outreach Group
Not your average walk, The RiverWalk for MS, is a great opportunity for walkers
of all ages and abilities (our walk has been done by stroller and by wheelchair)!
With rolling admissions, our approximately 1 mile loop can be done once or as
many times as you wish, at your pace, starting any time between 9am and 11am.
Over the last 3 years, our community has raised over $9,000 for the National MS
Society and had a lot of fun! This year’s goal is $5,000, but to accomplish this,
we need YOU!!

Last year with your help, we
were able to raise $4,100, raise
awareness, and show our
support for community members
affected by MS.
Our goal this year is $5,000.
Please

“Come Walk With Us!”

Official Sponsor Form

Registration is September 9, 2017 from 9:00 –
11:00am at the First Congregational Church!
Walkers can complete the approximately 1 mile
loop as many times as they wish. Ask about our
Photo Scavenger Hunt for all ages!
Complete this form and bring it along with your
pledge/s on the day of the event!
All Proceeds to benefit the National MS Society!

Please make all checks payable to:
First Congregational Church of Littleton

Sponsor Name

Amount Amount
pledged received

(Sample) John Smith

$20.00

$20.00

Name:_______________________
Address:____________________________
____________________________________
Phone:__________________

Age:_____

Waiver: I hereby waive all claims against
the First Congregational Church, event
sponsors, or any personnel for any injury I
might suffer in this event. I grant full
permission for the organizers to use
photographs of me and quotations from me
in legitimate accounts and promotions of this
event.

Signature:____________________
If under 18 years old, this form must be signed by a
parent or guardian

Hosted by
Thank You!

Our goal is this year is $5,000

Total Receipts

First Congregational Church of
Littleton
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH
444-3376
www.1stconglittleton.org

Making a Difference!
Suggested Registration Fees:
Adults: $20.00……Raise $50.00 and we will waive your fee!!
Children/Youth: $5.00……..Raise $10.00 and we will waive your fee!!
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CELEBRATING 168 YEARS!
LADIES SOCIETY MEETING
STARTING THE FALL SEASON
September 13th
Ladies Parlor at 1:30 P.M.

ONE OF THE OLDEST CONTINUING ORGANIZATIONS IN THE TOWN OF LITTLETON
Please join us in celebrating the summer past and to plan the fall projects. The meeting begins with a
social period to get reacquainted and enjoying a fabulous dessert. This is followed by the meeting in
which we discuss our upcoming projects.
If you are new and wish to know more about this organization, please call one of the following:
June Davis, President - 444-0765
Barbara Holland, Vice President - 444-1104
Dottie Bailey, Recording Secretary - 823-7453
Joyce Krill, Treasurer - 823-5404
The Ladies Society members joined me at my home on August 26th to enjoy my garden and it was
wonderful to just socialize without any agenda. A good time was had by all, and hopefully we can do it
again next year. Here are a couple of pictures of my yard for all to see.
~June

ANNUAL PECAN SALE - COMING UP!
Get your cookbooks out and begin thinking PECANS!
Just what you need to start your fall season on the right track!
Once again, the LADIES SOCIETY will be selling these GEORGIA pecans.
You can order them from any Ladies Society member. Members will
also be available at Coffee Hour to answer any questions and take
th
orders. More details to come after the September 13 meeting!
These Georgia pecans will add just the right touch to your fall recipes.
DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS OCTOBER 10

th
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The Dinner Bell Meal is served at the All Saints' Church, 35 School Street in Littleton (behind
Bailiwick's) every Tuesday from September through June. Local churches, service organizations
and businesses take turns hosting and bringing the food.
Doors open at 4:30 pm and dinner is served at 5 pm. Anyone is welcome to attend.
The Congregational Church Host Dates for the 2017/2018 Dinner Bell season are:
September 19, 2017
October 10, 2017
November 21 (all call for Thanksgiving meal)
December 12, 2017
January 23, 2018
May 1, 2018
Do You Like to Cook? If so, you can make food!
Do you Not Like to Cook? Well, you can also contribute money towards drinks and supplies or help
set up at 3:30pm, serve the meal at 5pm or help clean up at 5:30 pm.
There are lots of ways to participate to help the community! 80+ meals are served on average and
you can be a part of it. Contact Judy Oleary if you have any questions.
A sign-up sheet will be available on Sundays at church. For your convenience, your food contribution
can be dropped off at our church (before 1pm on that day) and it will be delivered to Dinner Bell.
A big thank you to Judy Oleary for her leadership at Dinner Bell!

*********************************************************************
Sunday, October 1st

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of
NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of the
offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries(JWM) to support a variety of
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants.
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38 Annual

Harvest Supper
AND SILENT AUCTION

Saturday, October 7, 2017
Menu
Baked Ham/Raisin Sauce, Scalloped Potatoes, BBQ Backyard Baked Beans,
Squash, Coleslaw, Rolls and Homemade Pies

Adults/Teens: $ 12.00

Children 5-12: $5.00

4 & under: Free

Served Family Style – Continuous Seating 5 PM - 7 PM
The Harvest dinner will be during Columbus weekend again this year! Advanced Tickets available
in the office or Bob Muh
Take Out and Free Delivery Service within Littleton: CALL 444-3376

How can YOU help?

How can YOU help?

Thursday, October 5th at 1:30 pm

Look for the Sign-Up Board in the
Sanctuary on September 10th!

“Potato & Squash Peeling Party!”
Bring your peeler and a smile and help
make the scalloped potatoes with
Judy O. and Pam in the kitchen.
Set Up Begins at 2:00 pm on
Friday, October 7th
Join Pam to set up tables, place settings
and decorations!

Help with Money for Food Supplies!
Homemade Pies – we need 25 this year!
Dinner Rolls
“Help Wanted” – Cashiers, Dishwashers,
Servers, and Clean Up people

SILENT AUCTION
During the

38th Annual Harvest Supper
Saturday, October 7th
Please consider being a part of the Silent Auction as the proceeds are used
to support important Missions and Outreaches of the Church
Donations for the Silent Auction may include:






Food
Handmade Craft Items / Specialties ~ Be Creative!
Themed Gift Baskets
Gift Certificates
Services, Experiences or Outings

To help us plan for set-up that day, please fill out the slip at the bottom of the page and return
to Rachel Clark or Pam in the Church office no later than Monday, October 2nd.
If you have questions, please contact Rachel Clark at 869-5862
Thank You for your donation!

th

Please bring your items to the church no later than the morning of October 7

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Silent Auction Donation

VALUE: $

SUGGESTED MINIMUM BID: $

ITEM(S) OR SERVICE(S):

DONOR NAME:
DONOR PHONE NUMBER:
Thank You for donating!
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SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, September 30th!

4:00 pm – 7:30 pm in the FELLOWSHIP HALL

(we outgrew the Ladies Parlor!)

Chili will be served at the game night! (Instead of pot luck.) If you would like to bring
something, shredded cheeses, sour cream, cornbread, nacho chips, dessert or anything
else that is fun to eat with chili will be needed.

There is no charge and bringing a friend is strongly encouraged
Fun for All Ages!

Brought to you by the Community Outreach Group
The Community Outreach Group brought baked goods to the local libraries in June for the
latest “Random Act of Kindness” ~ here are the Thank You cards:

Steeple Talk
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
September

Happy Anniversary!
1st
5h
12th
12th
20th
29th
29th

Brooke Warden Glynn
Bob Warden
Laurie Boswell
Nolan Clark
Joan Buffington
Barbara Holland
Rilee Clark

October (preview)
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Dottie Bailey
Marti Faulkner
Dudley Bailey
Erma Sheley

1st
1st

Kellie & Jay Clark
Pam & Jeff Nute

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk; please
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included. If
you think we do not have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to be
included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.

I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. I
hope you enjoyed this issue and had a great summer
(and had lots of fun too)!
The Deadline for submissions for the October issue is:
Tuesday, September 26th

Thank you!
~ Pam Nute, editor

NEW!! Children’s bulletins are
available each week in the sanctuary
each Sunday.
Help a child solve the puzzles if they
get stumped!
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