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The Pastor has been enjoying some time off and
will return this week.
***************************************************
September 13th Service
Be sure to join us for the picture presentation of
the super fun Community Family Night at
Remich Park back on June 27th
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September 9th – Ladies
Society, First Choir Rehearsal
& Missions Meeting
September 12 – 2nd Annual
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Production staff: Pam Nute &
Anna Jackman

Come see who is the biggest kid at heart...

First Congregational Church
September 2015
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Dinner & Practice FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be
Greeters/Ushers!!
Coffee Fellowship begins
this month! Please sign up
on the board by the
Madonna window

Men’s Breakfast
September 19th (so as not
to conflict with the MS River
Walk on the 12th)

at the
Menzies Residence

Anna Jackman says,
“Hello!”
She would also like to
thank her church family
for all of the food, prayers,
cards and visits.

or call Pam Nute at 444- 3376

Financial Report
June 30, 2015

YTD

Member support:

$ 87,752

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 11,900

Other Income:

$ 6,918

Total Income:

$106,570

Total Expenses:

$104,580

Net:

$ 1,990

LADIES SOCIETY
Just a reminder that
meetings resume on
September 9th at 1:30 in the
Ladies Parlor.

Food Collection Sunday
September 27th, 2015
The Food Cupboard is in need of the
following items:
Coffee, canned or dry milk,
soups, stews, canned meat
(turkey, chicken, ham, corned
beef, Spam). Canned meals
(ravioli, spaghetti, etc.) Dry
cereals, snacks, crackers.
Canned cat food. Juices and
snacks for children.

Thank you.

Council Meeting
September 3rd
October 15th
6:30 PM
.........................................

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Thank you to everyone who helped make the
August 22nd Community Breakfast a success
+

44 breakfasts were served and proceeds totaled $203

Everyone was having so much FUN that they
forgot to take pictures!
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Music
The first Choir rehearsal will start on
Wednesday, September 9th beginning at
5:45pm with pizza and salad in the
Fellowship Hall and a short rehearsal
will follow at 6:30.
We welcome any new members!
We have had a delightful summer break
while enjoying all the wonderful
musicians; each one bringing their
special talent to our worship service.
Thanks to Rachel Clark for coordinating
our summer program.

Dick Alberini will be the
substitute organist at the
September 6th service.

I look forward to the new church year
and working with the choir. It is an
exciting time in our church and I am so
thankful to be a part of it.
~ Dottie Morton, Music Director

Stewardship
We will soon be embarking upon our annual stewardship time, as we prayerfully consider how we
can apply our time, talents and financial resources in the coming year to further God’s work
through this community of faith. The theme selected by the UCC, “A Future With Hope”, is
drawn from God’s promise to the homeless people of Israel in Jeremiah 29:11: “For surely I know
the plans I have for you…to give you a future with hope.”
We anticipate opening our stewardship program on Sunday, October 18, with a stewardship
mailing with response materials to follow immediately thereafter. We hope to incorporate
inspirational messages from some of our members into the worship services on October 25 and
November 1, and the focus of our worship service on November 8 will be stewardship.
Dedication Sunday will follow on November 15. Trust with hope for the future and give with
love today.
~ Bob Muh, Stewardship Coordinator

Steeple Talk

Congratulations Amanda, Hannah &
Melissa – they raised $706 at the Tag Sale
for Shining Lights!
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Resident “Cookie Monsters” also helped raise money
selling cookies during the sale

Shining Lights has begun
the new school year!
A few Preschool openings
are still available! Help
spread the word.
Call Melissa Kam, Director,
at 444-7379
Volunteers are always
welcomed to read or play
music to the children
Getting ready for the first day of school

Returning staff members Melissa, Bobbi
Jo, Karen, Barkha, Amanda and Hannah
worked very hard repainting and
organizing the center. It looks great and
they welcome you to stop by and see it!

Isaiah 54:13 “All your children
shall be taught by the LORD, and
great shall be the peace of your
children.”
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Mission Spotlight
Neighbors in Need – Special Offering
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JMM) to support a variety of justice initiatives,
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. This year the collection will take place on
Sunday, October 4th. Please take time to read the inserts in the church bulletin on September
20, September 27 and October 4 for inspiring accounts of how your NIN dollars are fueling
life-changing ministries. NIN offering envelopes will also be placed in those bulletins. You
can also visit: ucc.org/nin to learn more. Your generous support is greatly appreciated.

Dinner Bell
Our first Dinner Bell will be held on
Tuesday, September 15th.
A sign-up sheet will be available on Sundays
at church. For your convenience, your food
contribution can be dropped off at our
church (before 1pm on that day) and it will
be delivered to All Saints Church.

Our other dates are:
October 20
November 24 (all call)
January 12
March 1
May 3
We may be on call for a 6th date: TBD
“Dinner Bell is our opportunity to serve
God by making food to share with the
community.”
~ Judy Oleary

The next Missions
Committee Meeting will
take place on
Wednesday September 9th
3:30pm (time change)
in the Classroom.
All are welcome to attend
and participate!
Look what’s up next ...
Harvest Supper News!
The Harvest Supper has become an
autumn highlight and is a
wonderful opportunity to enjoy
good food and good fellowship with
friends and family.
All are welcome!

Steeple Talk
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36th Annual

Harvest Supper
Saturday, October 3, 2015
Menu
Baked Ham/Raisin Sauce, Mashed Potatoes, Baked Beans
Squash, Coleslaw, Rolls, Homemade Pies/Cakes and Beverages
Adults/Teens: $ 10.00

Children 5-12: $4.00

4 & under: Free

This year it will be served Family Style with continuous seating starting at 5 PM until 7 PM
Both take-out and free delivery service within Littleton are available
The proceeds help support the annunal mission and outreach budget of the church. In addition to state, national
and worldwide missions supported through the United Church of Christ Wider Mission Fund, this year’s mission
partners include Habitat for Humanity – Ammonoosuc Region, Littleton Area Senior Center/Meals on Wheels,
North Country Home Health and Hospice Agency, Heifer International, and the Youth Movement 360 teen
mentoring program. The mission committee also manages a modest discretionary fund to meet needs outside the
programmed mission budget; beneficiaries this year have included the Mayhew Program, the Circle Program and
the “March for Meals”.

Volunteers are needed to make this a success! A Sign-up Board with a list of items to
make or buy and jobs to do is located at the back of the church, or you can call Pam in
the office at 444-3376 to see which jobs still need to be filled.
~ Judy Oleary, Chair

Silent Auction
During the 36th Annual Harvest Supper
Please consider being a part of the Silent Auction as the proceeds are used to support
important Missions and Outreaches of the Church
Donations for the Silent Auction may include:
·
·
·
·
·

Food
Handmade Craft Items / Specialties – Be Creative!
Themed Gift Baskets
Gift Certificates
Services, Experiences or Outings

To help us plan for set-up that day, please fill out a slip available at church or the church office and
return to Pam in the church office by Monday, September 28th.
If you have questions, please contact the co-chairs of the auction: Karen Morneau (444-6595) or
Rachel Clark (869-5862) Please bring your items to the church the morning of October 3rd, Thank You!
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Completing the Circle
Our next “Completing the Circle” small group feedback meeting will be held on
Thursday, September 24th at 6:30 in the Ladies Parlor to discuss our
church as a whole. In the two previous gatherings, we listened to each other,
learned a lot, and incorporated suggestions in the church’s ministries. For
example, the focus of this fall’s adult study workshop, Living Prayer, was
introduced in the spring meeting.

Please take the opportunity to reflect on your experience of worship, pastoral
care, Christian education, committee and task force work, mission projects,
membership concerns and anything else that may occur to you. Watch out for
the sign-up sheet and bring your thoughts to the meeting.
We will keep our reflection groups to six or eight people and have as many
groups as we need to accommodate everyone who wants to take part.
The 214th Annual Meeting of the New Hampshire
Conference, United Church of Christ, will be an opportunity
for meaningful conversation and Breaking Down Walls,
and Building Peace. Celebrating our oneness, and
examining the needless walls that divide us.
Saturday, October 24th at the Grappone Conference Center,
70 Constitution Avenue, Concord, NH. Registration will
begin at 8:00 am; the Annual Meeting will begin promptly at
9:00 am.
Please visit www.nhcucc.org for up-to-date resource
materials and a link to the registration website which has
officially opened.

Pats on the back are given and we go our separate ways.
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Hello everyone!

September 12th is rapidly approaching so I wanted to
remind everyone of some very simple ways that
everyone can help to make our MS Walk a success!
If you Facebook, "like" the church page First Congregational Church of Littleton, NH and "like"
the page Littleton, NH RiverWalk for MS. Believe it or
not, this really does help spread the word. There is an
event link found on both pages. If you would care to
"invite friends" or "share" the event, even better!

“In addition to being a great
opportunity to raise money and
awareness for a very important
cause, this is part of the CE/RTF
initiative to host one community event
each season. It is super important
that as many people` from the church
community attend as possible so that
the presence of the church can truly
be felt within the community! Thanks
so much and see you on the 12th!!”
~ Kim Smith

Christian Education Notes
“One Room School House”
curriculum has been ordered for the
upcoming school year. The format,
depth of lessons, clarity and ease
allow for the wide age-range and
abilities of the students.
The committee also worked hard
over the summer to purge, recycle
and sort through the many
resources collected over the past
several years. After lots of
upheaval, organization and
cleaning, the Adult and the
Children’s classrooms have been
switched. It looks fantastic and will
be enjoyed by all who use the
spaces.

Since a lot of people function best with credit cards these
days, we created a page through the National MS
Society where people can easily contribute to our walk
by credit card. We have already gotten one very
generous donation using this method. All of us can go to
"join our team" using this link and sign up. Please sign
up and encourage friends and family to donate! Right
now I am on the team by myself so some additional
names on there would really help! Encourage others to
do the same!
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/DoItYourselfFundraisin
g/MAMDIYEvents?pg=team&fr_id=24629&team_id=448058

If you can, plan to do the walk. It is September 12, 2015
with registration from 9-11am at the church. This will be
a fun walk with a photo scavenger hunt for the children.
It will start from the church and proceed down Main
Street and then down to the River Walk area before
circling back to the church. Walkers may complete the
approximately 1 mile loop as many times as they like.
Walkers will receive a t-shirt on a first come, first served
basis and refreshments! Registration fees of $20 for
adults and $5 for kids will be waived for individuals who
meet or exceed or fundraising goals of $50 for adults and
$10 for kids. Come and bring a friend! Registration
information is available on the church website
(http://www.1stconglittleton.org/images/ms_reg_2015.pdf)!

Walkers can also help take pictures of the event or assist
those who may wish to do the scavenger hunt but forgot
a camera so if you can bring a camera/cell phone along!
If walking isn't your thing we could use people to help
with registration. We could use people with cameras/cell
phones to take pictures of the event or help scavenger
hunt participants who might have forgotten their own
cameras. We also need granola bars, bottled water, and
apples. Please let us know if you can help in any of
these areas! Come and bring a friend!!
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Adult Bible Study – Living Prayer

I wanted to let you know about a special Adult Bible Study we're holding this Fall. It's
based on a workbook by Maxie Dunham, a wonderful minister who has made a huge
contribution to the church through his work on prayer. The workbook is called "Living
Prayer." For twenty years now, this writing has been helping Christians all over the world to
deepen their experience of communion with God through prayer.
There are weekly focus questions and daily readings and reflections. It's not a sit-downand-take-notes study, it's a workbook. The daily work we do and the struggles and insights
we share with one another in our weekly gatherings will help us to open our hearts to God
and one another in new and inspiring ways.
Adult Bible Study: Living Prayer--a workshop designed to deepen and strengthen your
conversation with God. Begins: 11:30 a.m., Sunday, September 13 with a brief gathering
for orientation. Continues: 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Sundays, September 20-November 15.
Location: Adult CE Room (off the choir room). Sign Up: with Pam at the church office
603-444-3376 or David 603-991-0535. Cost: The Christian Education Committee will
cover the cost if you want to attend. For those who are able, the books will run
approximately ten dollars. Expectation: This is the kind of study that really does call for
a serious commitment to spend some time each day doing the recommended exercises, and
(with very few exceptions), to be present and contribute to the group.
Please give this opportunity your prayerful consideration and let Pam or me know if you'd
like to join us. We'll want to order books by the first week of September.
many deep and joyful blessings,

david

The Littleton Area Senior Center will once again conduct a “Penny Sale” Raffle to coincide with Littleton’s Art
Festival weekend, with bidding to close at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 27. (Bidders DO NOT need to be
present to win). This raffle is one of many fundraising efforts to help support senior services and activities amid
continuing reductions in governmental support.
Over 50 prizes are anticipated. Sheets of 25 bidding tickets – which also include a door prize ticket - may be
purchased for $5.00 each. Tickets will be available and bidding will be open at the Senior Center (77 Riverglen
Lane in Littleton) during the following time periods: Thursday, September 24, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.;
Saturday, September 26, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; and Sunday, September 27, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (The
senior center will be closed on Friday, September 25.) Tickets may also be purchased from Bob Muh, who is
happy to carry out your instructions as “bidding agent” should a trip to the senior center be inconvenient. And,
of course, donations to the Littleton Area Senior Center, which are tax-deductible, are always welcomed.
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries
September
Happy Birthday!

Anniversaries

1st
2nd
5h
12th
12th
19th
21st
28th
29th
29th

1st
1st
21st
21st

Brooke Warden Glynn
Joseph Kratman
Bob Warden
Laurie Boswell
Nolan Clark
Elaine Stroop
Ralph Aldrich
Cheryl Lopeman
Barbara Holland
Rilee Clark

Kellie & Jay Clark
Pam & Jeff Nute
Dotto & Wayne Ruggles
Elaine & Emil Pollak

October (preview)
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
4th

Dottie Bailey
Marti Faulkner
Nick Iles
Dudley Bailey
Erma Sheley

Thank you to everyone who
offered submissions to this
edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any error
or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the
October issue is
Monday, September 28th
~ Pam Nute, editor

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Remember, if you would like your
birthday and/or anniversary in the next
issue of Steeple Talk, please contact
Pam in the office to make sure it is
included. If you think we do not have
your birthday and/or anniversary on file
OR if you would NOT like either to be
included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.
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