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So here we are again, at the end of another summer, at the
beginning of another school year, in the middle of our wild and
precious lives. Amazing. My Dad just turned eighty-nine. August
twenty-third. It doesn’t seem possible. I just turned sixty-five. August
sixth. Signed up for Medicare and everything. My niece just had her
second baby. July twenty-seventh. Quinn David Lefbom. I like to think
he was named for great-uncle David. (He wasn’t.) Quinn is cute as a
button and I find myself trying to imagine what this world is going to
be like when he turns sixty-five, or eighty-five. I can’t; I can’t imagine.
It has occurred to me that every person who has ever lived has
lived his or her whole life at the very end of history. The past is a wave
that has carried us along from the beginning and brought to this
moment. The future lies open before us, a sea of possibilities, none of
them real, not yet. And each of us lives, one moment at a time, at
exactly the point where these two eternities meet. We live our whole
lives precisely at the moment when the future is turning into the past,
possibilities are being converted to facts; that is to say, we live our
whole lives in the terribly exciting moment we call “now.” The past is
done; it can’t be relived. The future is open; we get to choose the
direction we’ll go, the story we’ll tell, starting now; always starting right
now. Not tomorrow. Not yesterday, but always and only right Now. I
notice I’ve started spelling the word with a capital “N”. Something
sacred, fearful, something filled with awe. Yes, Now is the moment,
Now is the holy, awe-filled space, the throbbing, fertile place where we
can, if we’re willing, encounter . . .
Moses was looking for pasture for his sheep, when he saw a
bush by the side of the road, and it was blazing, yet it was not
consumed. And out of the blazing bush, Moses heard a voice, and the
voice said, “Take off your shoes; you’re standing on holy ground.” Now.
It was happening Now. It happens all the time in the vibrant, God-filled
Now. Can you see it, the shrub that is alive with fire? Can you see the
blazing trees, scattered here and there on the mountainside, filling the
world with beauty, filling your heart with trembling praise? Can you
hear the small voice in your heart commanding: “Take off your shoes;
this is holy ground.” Go ahead; do it; don’t be afraid. Go ahead, no one
is looking. The next time you see a tree all ablaze, and your heart fills
with awe, and you hear that Voice calling you, take off your shoes. Go
on, take off your shoes, step into the fire and breathe in the air of holy
Now.
blessings,
david
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First Congregational Church
September 2014
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m – 12:30 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Thursday 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
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Shining Lights Learning Center
The Summer session at FCC Shining Lights has come to an end. The students spent much time outside
and did lots of fun arts and crafts, focusing on a beach theme and a camping theme. The last week we had
Fun Week with PJ Day, Hat and Crazy Hair Day, and Superheroes/Princess Day, etc.
The new 2014-2015 school year has begun. We have freshened paint throughout the entire center, moved
furniture around, and- thanks so much to Reg Laflam - we have beautiful, shiny floors. We’ve also added
a few new fun toys throughout the center.
I am grateful we have a wonderful staff returning. Melissa Kam, who has her BA in Elementary
Education, will be working with Hannah Kocis in the Toddler Room, and Karen Warren, Bobbi-Jo Winn,
and Amanda Piadade will be working with me in the Preschool Room.
We look forward to a wonderful upcoming year.
Best,
Dianah Hale
Director

Ministry of Music
It’s almost time for choir to start again. We will meet on September 3rd at 5:45 p.m. for
pizza and salad with rehearsal starting at 6:30 p.m. It is especially important that we
get off to a good start with everyone in attendance. If you have thought you might like
to be in the choir, come try us out.
I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer music. We have been blessed with many
talented people and beautiful music.
If you have questions, suggestions or comments about the music program of our
church I will be happy to talk with you about it. I ask that you keep the choir in your
prayers as we start the new year.
Musically,
Dottie
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“Classifieds

Bakers Wanted

For the Cake Walk on Rally Day
September 7, 2014
(You do not have to bake cakes only!)

Please contact Su Schott.
603-869-5797
(Leave a message – and note
that your message does NOT
have to be in Spanish – the
answering machine records in
English and other languages
too.)

and Notices”

The church is more than a
place that meets needs. It
inspires a way of life in
which
giving
and
compassion
are
the
norms, the way we act on
what we believe both
inside and outside the
church. Consider what
your community, what
the world would lose if
your church weren’t there
to inspire and encourage
compassionate
giving.
Think specifically of how
it would affect the world
if your church were to
close its doors.
Why
would this matter?

Food Collection Sunday –
September 28, 2014

Financial Report
July 31, 2014
Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

YTD
$ 5,324.50
$ 2,100.00

Total Income:

$ 7,785.64

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 11,351.28
-$ 3,565.64

The Food Cupboard suggests the following
items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
hand/bath soap, toilet tissue, baby diapers,
coffee, teabags, hot chocolate mix, canned milk.
Dry milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins, soups,
canned meat (turkey, chicken, ham, tuna corned
beef, Spam). Dry cereals, instant oatmeal, rice
mixes, pasta, canned beans, canned vegetables,
cake mixes, frostings, crackers. Dog and cat
food- canned and dry.

$
$

361.14

“Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be
also.” (Matthew 6:21) Faith
and money are two sides of
the same coin. Where the
one is, the other is also. We
easily pretend otherwise
making faith immaterial or
money unspiritual.

The First Congregational Church
welcomes new member Dorothy Usher.

September Council
Meeting
September 16, 2014
6:30 PM
Fellowship Hall
Any member who would like a
copy of the August council
meeting minutes can call
Ellyn at the office to request
one.

(Matthew 14:13-21)
Jesus feeding the 5,000 with
“nothing here but 5 loaves and
2 fish.”
Often thinking we
don’t have enough, we fail to
see and take seriously what we
already have. It is from what
we have, not what we don’t,
that we find what we
need…and then some!
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Mission Spotlight
DINNER BELL RESUMES: Judy O’Leary and Bob Muh represented the church at the Dinner Bell organizational
meeting on August 12. We have signed up to host 4 Dinner Bell meals between September 2014 and June 2015.
The dates are: October 14, 2014; November 18, 2014; January 13, 2015; and May 5, 2015. This is fewer dinners
than last year, which is in reality a positive sign in the sense that more organizations are becoming involved and
agreeing to host more dinners. We will also be asked to provide one or two volunteers and some food components
for the November 25, 2014 Thanksgiving meal. In the recent past, attendance has often exceeded 100 and 130-150
are expected for the Thanksgiving meal. New volunteers are always welcomed!

HARVEST SUPPER: Our 35th (!) Annual Harvest Supper, to include a silent auction, will be held on
Saturday, October 4, 2014. The menu consists of an appetizer of cider with cheese and crackers, followed
by baked ham with raisin sauce, potatoes, squash, peas, rolls and assorted beverages. For dessert there will
be dozens of delectable homemade pies and cakes to choose from. There will be two seatings (5:00 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m.). Both take-out and free delivery service within Littleton are available. Tickets may be
reserved by calling the church at 444-3376 or they may be purchased at the door. Ticket prices are $ 12.00
for adults/teens, and $ 5.00 for children 5-12. Children 4 and under are free.
This year’s Harvest Supper is being co-chaired by Judy O’Leary, Su Schott and Bob Muh. Volunteers are
needed for a variety of tasks associated with the Harvest Supper, and as in past years, we will be asking for
donations of pies, cakes and dinner rolls. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the near future.
The Silent Auction is once again being co-chaired by Rachel Clark and Karen Morneau. Donations such as
craft items, food, gift baskets, gift certificates, services and dinners are needed. Watch church bulletins in
the coming weeks for additional details.
The proceeds of the Harvest Supper and Silent Auction help support the mission and outreach initiatives of
the First Congregational Church.
The Harvest Supper, which has become an autumn highlight for both local residents and visitors from afar,
offers delicious fare at a bargain price. This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy good food and good
fellowship. All are welcome – please bring your entire family and invite all of your friends!

NEIGHBORS IN NEED: This year’s Neighbors in Need special mission offering will be taken
on Sunday, October 5, 2014, World Communion Sunday. Two-thirds of the proceeds of the NIN
offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and
national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. The remaining one-third
is allocated to the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM), which supports UCC
pastors and congregations on 20 American Indian reservations as well as a multi-tribal
congregation in Minnesota. Please take time to read the inserts in the church bulletin on
September 14, September 21, September 28 and October 5 for inspiring accounts of how your
NIN dollars are fueling life-changing ministries. NIN offering envelopes will be placed in the
September 21, September 28 and October 5 bulletins envelopes. Your generous support is
greatly appreciated.
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An Open Conversation
on the Subject of Central American Children
Crossing Our Borders Looking for Support
Date: Friday, August 29
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: The Ladies' Parlor
at 1st Congregational, UCC, Littleton
(We'll have supper together, thanks to Judy Oleary and friends)
A couple of weeks ago, I raised the topic of child immigration in my sermon. It's
such a difficult set of questions:
What do we feel called to do--as individuals, as a church, as a democratic society?
What are the possible responses?
What are the costs?
What precedent do we want to set?
How do you understand the call of the gospel? Can we see a way to be both
compassionate and realistic?
These are a few of the questions I'm asking. You may have others. I hope you'll
bring them.
We wanted to open the conversation to anyone who'd like to be a part of a
Christian conversation about this crisis.
I know from private conversations that the people of this church are spread over a
wide range of responses to these questions. I'd really like to have a representative
range of voices in the conversation. I hope you'll consider attending this time
of sharing and wresting with difficult things in the spirit and love of Christ.
If you haven't signed up and you'd like to come, would you let me know, so we can
make sure we have plenty of supper for everyone.
blessings,
david
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A BIBLE STUDY
to be led by Rev. Weddington
The Gospel of Mark, most scholars agree, was the first complete “story
of Jesus” ever written. It became the foundation of the other gospels. It’s
exciting, quick-paced, and action-packed. I’m planning to lead a study of
the Gospel of Mark, either this Fall or this Winter, depending on when we
have enough people for a class. There are a couple of ways we could do
this:
1. There are some materials from Yale Divinity School that would lead
us in a very interesting, thoughtful study. Each session has a twelve to
fifteen minute video introduction and printed materials to guide the study.
2. Sometime this Fall, Pilgrim Press will release a new “God Is Still
Speaking” study of Mark. That’s the kind of study we did for Acts and
Exodus. It walks us through making the connections between the scriptures
we cherish and the lives we live here and now.
3. Or we could just sit down together with the Bible, read a little bit
and talk about how God is speaking to us in these words today. I have a
great DVD of Max McLean performing the whole gospel on Broadway. We
could watch a section of this and then discuss it.
4. We could even do more than one of these things, if there were
enough people who wanted to.
So I’m looking for feedback from you. Would you be interested in a
study of Mark’s gospel? What style of study would you prefer? When would
you like to have the study: fall or winter, day of the week, time? We’ve often
found that Sunday after church works best for people, but we can also have
more than one section of the class. So please let me know what you’d like to
do.
I’ll put a sign-up sheet in the sanctuary,
or you can email me: pastordavid@myfairpoint.net ,
phone me: 603-991-0535,
or talk to me when you see me.
Looking forward to sharing the Good News with you this year.
blessings,

david
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Making a Difference!
RIVER WALK FOR MS
Saturday
September 13, 2014
9:00 – 11:00 am
Rain or shine!
The Christian Education Committee would like to invite all members and friends of the church as well
as the community to join us in a fundraising walk to benefit the MS Society. Down load the
registration form from our church website http://www.1stconglittleton.org/riverwalkforms2014.html
or pick one up in the church office.
This is a fun walk for all ages and abilities through the downtown and River District areas of Littleton.
There will also be a scavenger hunt for children. Refreshments will be available and there will be Tshirts for participants on a first come basis.

Multiple Sclerosis stops people from moving. The MS Society exists to make sure it doesn’t. They address the
challenges of each person affected by MS by funding cutting edge research, driving change through advocacy,
facilitating professional education, collaborating with MS organizations around the world, and providing
programs and services designed to help people with MS and their families move their lives forward. They are
people who want to do something about MS NOW, and are dedicated to achieving a world free of MS. Join
the movement at www.nationalMSsociety.org
Registration for the event is $20.00 for adults and will be waived if you raise $50.00 or more
pledges. For children, the registration fee is $5.00 which will be waived for pledges of $10.00 or
more. All funds raised will be donated to the MS Society.
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Ladies Society Meeting
Summer is about to close. That means a reunion of
friends and members of the Ladies Society!
September 10th
1:30 p.m.
In the Ladies Parlor
We look forward to seeing you there.
Not a member?
Not a problem- please join us for a chat, a delicious
dessert, devotional, and an opportunity to begin
planning the fall and winter events.
We also want to welcome Linda Warden as our
newest member.
Our meetings are held on the second Wednesday of
the month at 1:30 p.m. in the Ladies Parlor.
Questions? Call Barbara at 444-1104. Any of the
officers and/or members will be happy to answer
your questions also: Ann Craxton - Joyce Krill Emily LaFlam-Dottie Bailey.
We are looking forward to a new season of activities
and friendships.

There is giving that is
grounded in a sense of
“abundance;” when we
give out of abundance, it
feels like we’re sharing the
plentiful gifts of God with
one another. And there’s
giving that is grounded in
a sense of “scarcity;” when
we give out of scarcity, it
feels like we’re “giving
things up,” like we’re
diminishing what we
have, to address the
neediness of others?
What is the difference
between these two kinds
of giving? How are
recipients of our gifts
affected by being treated
as “needy” instead of
partners in abundance
which they too share?
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CE Happenings
Rally Day and Cake Walk Coming Soon!
Sunday School will begin again on September 7th
with worship, a lesson for the children, and a Cake
Walk with profits going towards our MS Walk!
Volunteer bakers would be greatly appreciated!!
These fine individuals should kindly contact Su
Schott @ 869-5797. All church members are
strongly encouraged to participate so bring your
dollars, a smile, and a hearty appetite for all things
sweet!!
Volunteering just got easier!
As with the past couple years, we will have a
volunteer based Sunday School Program! This
allows members of our church community an
opportunity to meet our sweet kids and it
allows our kids an opportunity to feel they are
growing up within a supportive community!
For the 2014/2015 School year the CE
Committee has purchased a simple but fun
curriculum. So, while innovative new ideas are
always welcome, they are not necessary to
volunteer! Please let any member of the CE
Committee know if you are interested in
volunteering for a week or more in the Fall!
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CE Happenings (Continued)
Teaching Sunday School not your thing? There are still
lots of great ways you can let our kids know you support
them! Bake a cake (see above), Feed the pigs (see
below), help out or participate in the MS Walk (Read
about it right here in Steeple Talk!) The possibilities of
how you can share with our kids are truly endless!
Children’s Mission 2014/2015 –
Raising Pig Farmers
It seems everywhere we go these days
there are very worthy causes asking for
our money. Requests are made on the
phone, on TV, in front of stores, on Facebook, etc.
Nobody can afford to give to each of these causes and so
we must choose which ones pull at our heart strings the
most. This year we hope to teach our children how to
make those decisions. At the beginning of the year, each
child will make a piggy bank. Each week, their weekly
offering will go into their own piggy bank. At the end of
the year, children, along with their families will decide
where their money will go and they will host a children’s
mission fair to tell us all about their causes! The piggy
bank money will be matched to the best of our ability
out of the Children’s Mission Fund. Spare change
weighing you down? Members of the church community
are always welcome to come feed the pigs as well!!
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Church Staff
v. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Ellyn Ingalls
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Ann Craxton
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Art Hunt
Trustee of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale
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