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Even though this is the October newsletter, most of you will receive it in
time to make plans to attend church this Sunday, so I wanted to remind everyone
that this Sunday, September 29 is the day of a wonderful get-together called The
Life of our Church—Celebrating the Journey. We’ll have lunch in the Fellowship
Hall (it’s provided, no need to bring a thing); the children will go to enjoy their time
together (child care will also be provided); and then the rest of us will create a huge
time-line on the wall—a graphic picture of the history of our church. We’ll look at
old pictures, share stories, reminisce about the times we remember and, as we
collect our stories on our big time line, we’ll take a look at patterns that emerge.
What kind of a church was God calling us to be at the turn of the nineteenth
century, when we shared a building with three other churches and none of the
streets in town were paved? Who were the people who built our current building,
and how did they imagine their calling? How has this church responded in the past
when political leaders called for war? How has this church responded when our
neighbors were in need?
At times when our church felt most alive with the energy of the Spirit, what
was going on in the world? in our church? What sort of ministry were we engaged
in? When each of you, individually, realized that this was the place for you, what
were some of the things that helped you wake up to this calling? What was it about
this church—our people, our worship, our fellowship, our mission, our joy—that
warmed your heart and let you know this community would be your home?
We’ll look, with the help of your stories and our historical records, at how
this church has responded to change in the world around it. How did our ancestors
answer the call for abolition, women’s suffrage, civil rights and other movements of
liberation? How did the people of this church respond to the call for volunteers in
the wars our nation has fought? How did this church negotiate the historic ups and
downs of the economy? What was going on in the world at the time when this
church was at its largest, and how have things changed since then? Who are the
people in the Littleton community who have found this church to be a comfortable
home? Who do we feel called to welcome now? Who have we been, how have we
grown, and who are we called to become?
Of course we’re not going to try to answer all these questions on Sunday,
but I hope we’ll at least begin to explore them. Or we might discover that there are
different, more interesting questions to ask and explore. I’m excited to see what
emerges as we share stories over lunch this Sunday, September 29. I’m hoping we’ll
have a great turnout, not only of people who know the stories of the past, but of
people who are hoping to be here to help write the stories of the next two hundred
years. So, if you’ve been a part of this church forever, for decades, for years, or fo r
two or three weeks, you have an important part to play in this exciting
conversation. I look forward to seeing you Sunday.

blessings,

david
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Shining Lights Learning Center

Shining Lights has had a wonderful start to a new year. We currently do have a few openings.
We have one full time and a few part time openings in our preschool. Both rooms have been
busy learning about the life of caterpillars and butterflies. One parent has generously donated
some caterpillars that we can watch turn to butterflies.
We are fortunate to have Kylie Oakes join our team. She comes to us with an Associates
Degree in Early Childhood and floats between both rooms.
Our staff has recently recertified their CPR and First Aid. I am thankful for such a great staff.
Dianah Hale, Director

Ministry of Music
It is so nice to have the choir back. If anyone is interested in
joining the choir, please contact Dottie Morton. Choir Rehearsal is
Wednesday evening at 6:30 and Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
STUDY OF THE BOOK OF EXODUS:
January 5-March 30
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. in the Ladies’ Parlor
“Do you refuse to stay in your comfort zone and accept the world as it is? Then listen
up—God is calling you out on an Exodus, to deliver you to a new and renewed church.” Tony
Robinson is one of our denomination's key writers on the subject of church renewal. His study
of Exodus looks very good—right up our alley actually. Each lesson has the author’s
reflections on the readings; and space for your notes, responses and journaling.
I'm pretty excited about this study. I think it’s going to help us focus our lives as we
step out on a journey with God to a new and wonderful place. If you’d like to participate,
please sign up in the back of the church or in the Fellowship Hall and I’ll get you your books.
(The church has paid $10 for each set of two books. If you’re able, we’d appreciate your
reimbursement.)
Remember - please sign up in the back of the church or in the fellowship hall if you plan to
attend, so we know how to prepare.
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“Classifieds

Wanted and Needed
•


Coffee Fellowship
Greeters/Ushers

Please sign up on board in front
of church or call Pat Whipple at
444- 3376
Coffee Fellowship
is an important ministry and
creates a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

and Notices”

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in
worship planning
 Do you have special music
you enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative
ideas on how to present
God’s holy word?
 Do you love traditional
worship services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more
worship services.

Financial Report
August 31, 2013

Teen Challenge Vermont
ministers through song and
testimony: we are men whose
lives have been dramatically
changed by the power of God.
God’s Grace and mercy is our
theme and our message shares
God’s ability to free and to heal
those addicted to drugs,
alcohol, crime, gambling,
depression and other lifecontrolling problems.
First United Methodist Church
October 13, 2013
6:30 p.m.

YTD

Member support:

$ 90,846

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

$ 14,685

Total Income:

$ 113,681

Total Expenses:

$ 107,791

Net:

$ 5,890

$
$ 8,150

Dinner Bell
October 8th, 2013
We host our first Dinner Bell
free community meal on
October 8th. Watch for sign up
poster to provide food and to
help setup, serve and clean up

God didn't promise
days without pain,
laughter without
sorrow, sun without
rain, but He did
promise strength
for the day,
comfort for the
tears, and light for
the way

October Council
Meeting
October 15th
6:30 PM
Agenda: Budget
Any member who would like a
copy of the September
council meeting minutes can
call the office to request one

Yesterday is in the
past, tomorrow is in
the future, but today
is a gift, that is why
it is called “the
present”

We host our first Du=inner Bell free community meal o
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Mission Spotlight
NEIGHBORS IN NEED: This year’s Neighbors in Need special mission offering will be taken
on Sunday, October 6, 2013, World Communion Sunday. Two-thirds of the proceeds of the
NIN offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local
and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. The remaining
one-third is allocated to the UCC’s Council for American Ministries (CAIM), which supports
UCC pastors and congregations on 20 American Indian reservations as well as a multi-tribal
congregation in Minnesota. Last year’s Neighbors in Need solicitation brought in $437.31, of
which $37.31 was collected by our church school youth. During the month of September,
please take time to read the bulletin inserts with inspiring accounts of the activities of some
of the 2012 NIN grant recipients. NIN offering envelopes will be placed in the September 29
and October 6 bulletins. Your generous support is greatly appreciated.
HARVEST SUPPER: Our 34th Annual Harvest Supper, to include a silent auction, will be held
on Saturday, October 5, 2013. The menu consists of an appetizer of cider with cheese and
crackers, followed by baked ham with raisin sauce, mashed potatoes, squash, peas, rolls and
assorted beverages. For dessert there will be dozens of delectable homemade pies and
cakes to choose from. There will be two seatings (5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.). Both take-out
and free delivery service within Littleton are available. Tickets may be reserved by calling the
church at 444-3376 or they may be purchased at the door. Ticket prices are $12.00 for
adults/teens, and $5.00 for children 5-12. Children 4 and under are free.
This year’s Harvest Supper is being co-chaired by Judy O’Leary and Su Schott.
Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks associated with the Harvest Supper, and as in
past years, we will be asking for donations of pies, cakes and dinner rolls. A sign-up sheet
will be posted in the near future.
The proceeds of the Harvest Supper help support the mission and outreach initiatives
of the First Congregational Church.
The Harvest Supper, which has become an autumn highlight for both local residents
and visitors from afar, offers delicious fare at a bargain price. This is a wonderful opportunity
to enjoy good food and good fellowship. All are welcome – please bring your entire family
and invite all of your friends!

But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.
Galatians 5:22
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Jesus Christ Superstar – The Fun Continues…
On September 8, 2013 we kicked off our year with Rally Day and a Cake Walk. Through the Cake Walk, the
children raised $154 for our mission of the year (see Happier Birthdays article below for details).
For the Remainder of September, the children have been learning about Jesus going out an recruiting “Fishers
of Men.” They also started a timeline which we will use throughout the year. This way we can talk about the
Birth of Jesus at Christmas time, the Death of Jesus at Easter time and still have an understanding of the
magnitude of all that Jesus accomplished in his short life.
In October, the children will continue to learn about Jesus with stories that relate to the theme of Hospitality.
On October 6th the kids will do some cooking to contribute to a Dinner Bell meal. On October 20th the Children
will visit and sing songs for the folks at Riverglen .
We will also be creating theme t-shirts again on October 13th for those that haven’t yet had a chance to do so.
All members of the church community are encouraged to bring a shirt in any color except black for decorating.
We also have extra shirts in various colors in just about every kid size so hopefully all can participate. We hope
that adults with theme shirts will provide a visual to our kids that there are many adults that support them in our
loving community. We hope that the kids will feel included and have something to wear if we decide to get a
little messy from time to time!

Volunteers Needed!!
We have been blessed with some terrific volunteers for September and October! Thank you to all who have
taken advantage of this great opportunity to spend some time with our great children!! We would like to
encourage everyone within the congregation to prayerfully consider signing up for a month, specifically
November and January as they will be here before we know it! In the past our adult volunteers have benefited
by getting to know each other, getting to know the children, and discovering talents they didn’t know they had.

Happier Birthdays!
This year our Sunday School program will be starting a new mission!! Our church recognizes on a daily basis
that there are many living among us who have a more difficult time making ends meet. For those that have a
hard time on a daily basis, special occasions like birthdays can be especially hard. We will be putting together
kits of birthday essentials like cake mix, frosting, small gift certificates for incidentals needed to make a cake,
candles, party hats, etc. Our children will be asked to bring these items in as their offering or they can bring in
money that will go towards purchasing these items. If any other members of the congregation would like to
contribute, please hand your “Birthday Items” to any of our children before they leave the church for Sunday
School.

Cake Walk on Rally Sunday

Steeple Talk
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The Power of the Christian Women
On Saturday, September 14th, the Methodist Women from Stark and Groveton
presented a day of retreat.
Pat Whipple, Nancy Collins and myself headed for Groveton at 9:00 AM from the First
United Methodist Church of Littleton. Not being the driver I especially enjoyed
seeing more of the scenery.
Registration was followed by a welcome and prayer by Pastor Aaron Cox. Women
came from VT, NH and MA. Topics discussed were “The Power of the Holy Spirit”,
“The Power of the Forgiveness”, and “The Power of Journaling”. The prayer shawl
ministry left us with the healing power of prayerful sewing and knot tying on each
prayer quilt or shawl. There were several examples of changes in a patient’s
physical and psychological state because of these prayer quilts and shawls.
We also sang and were entertained by two delightful vocal solos. And, of course, a
most delicious lunch from soup to dessert and everything in between.
Something that I particularly liked was the prayer partner segment. Each woman had
a number. As the chair person, Sue Peel, called out numbers we were paired with
another woman. In these individual groups we were instructed to each write 3
personal needs for God’s help. Then we were to pray over each other about these
requests and also to pray for them throughout the next year.
A wonderful and meaningful time was had by all.
Carol-Ann Blake

“You are the light of the world…let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME EVERY SUNDAY AFTER OUR CHURCH SERVICE!
I always love this time of the year; September marks the beginning of many members returning
to our church after a busy summer. What also excites me is that we will be resuming COFFEE
HOUR in our Fellowship Hall after every service. There is no better way to be HOSPITABLE
than to make sure everyone invites someone to our coffee hour. During this time of fellowship
everyone has the opportunity to converse with someone they may not have met before.
This summer I have had the pleasure of meeting quite a few visitors who came to our church for
the first time. It amazes me how happy visitors feel when someone takes the time to say “hello,
are you just passing through town or are you new to this area”. The FRIENDLINESS that our
members extend to newcomers is overwhelming and this is something I have been told over and
over again!
We have a sign up board for anyone who might be able to host a coffee hour in the back of our
church. I have mathematically figured it out that if everyone would host just two coffee hours
per year, every Sunday would be taken care of. NOW THAT IS PRETTY AMAZING.
PLEASE REMEMBER, HOSPITALITY IS WHAT OUR COFFEE HOUR IS ALL ABOUT, NOT THE
AMOUNT OF FOOD THAT IS SERVED. We encourage everyone to just make some coffee,
bring some juice for our children and a few snacks. I have posted a poster in the kitchen
outlining how much coffee to make, where the sugar, cups, napkins, tea and plates can be found.
For anyone who has never been a host I am more than willing to even come in early and make the
coffee for you and help you find whatever you need.
YOU CAN REACH ME BY PHONE IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE, JUDY WARDEN, 869-5441
AND I WILL BE AROUND EACH SUNDAY TO SEE YOU WITH OUR SIGN UP BOARD IN
HAND. We are off to a slow start this year so please take time to read and consider being part
of our coffee hour.

Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the
moments that take our breath away.
Author Unknown
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LADIES SOCIETY
The regular monthly meeting was held Wednesday, the 11th. Twelve members and one guest,
Dorothy Usher, enjoyed a delicious dessert and enthusiastic conversation. We agreed to three
fall projects: RADA Cultlery, Rummage and Pecan sales. .
A special thank you was given to Judy and Bob Oleary for their expertise in revitalizing the
Ladies Parlor. Many decorative touches were made. Our Parlor is a special place. Once a chapel
- it is a place to sit, relax, or chat with friends in an atmosphere of warmth and love. We owe
much to those before us who made it beautiful for generations to come. The Oleary's
contribution will not be forgotten.
The meeting was adjourned after a moment of silence for the victims of the 9-11 attack.
Our next meeting will be held on October 9, Ladies Parlor, 1:30 p.m.
UPCOMING PROJECTS
RADA CUTLERY
Watch for new catalogues! They will be available in the church office or through members of
the Ladies Society. These high quality, MADE IN AMERICA, products are a big seller. They
make perfect gifts for the holidays. They also sell special kitchen items and recipe books. All
of excellent quality.
RUMMAGE SALE
This ever popular sale will be held on NOVEMBER 1 AND NOVEMBER 2. Friday at 9-5 and
Saturday 9-12. We will accept good, used winter clothing, children's clothing, white elephants,
Bring items to the Fellowship Hall after October 21st. Especially in need of children’s clothing
Not accepting: electronics, furniture, hard cover books, shoes, Christmas items.
For questions: call Barbara Holland, Emily LaFlam, Judy Warden, More information forthcoming.

LADIES SOCIETY PECAN SALE
Thank you to everyone who bought pecans. We have already sold all three cases
that were bought.
Marlene Baker
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Explorers’ Class
Are you interested in learning more about the First Congregational Church? Maybe you’ve
been visiting and you’d like to consider joining us. Maybe you’re curious about what makes us who
we are. If you’d like to learn more about us, share a little about yourself, and explore the
possibility of joining our fellowship, then this is the place for you.
We’ll be holding our next Explorers’ Class:
on October 16
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at the home of Lars and Cynthia Nielson—80 Jackson Street, Littleton.
We’ll start with some light refreshments as we introduce ourselves and share our personal
stories. Then we’ll talk a little bit about our faith, our denomination and this congregation. If
you’re a new person, interested in our church, please come and join us. If you’re an old, faithful
member, come help us tell the story. If you’ve joined our church recently, come and share what
it’s been like to become part of this committed and loving community of faith.
If you will need child care, or if you’d like to know more about this class, please talk with
Pastor David.
Please sign up in the back of the church or in the fellowship hall if you plan to attend, so we
know how to prepare
PASTOR’S ADULT BIBLE STUDIES: FALL AND WINTER
LECTIONARY STUDY GROUP:

October 6-November 3
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. in the Ladies' Parlor
The Revised Common Lectionary is a list of suggested readings for each Sunday of the year. Most of the
time, our worship is based on one or more of these readings. I like following the lectionary, because it helps us
make sure we’re reading from all sections of the Bible and not just the parts we like. I like it, too, because it
means we’ll be part of a large community of churches who are listening for God’s word in the same readings
from scripture on any given Sunday.
When we get together outside of worship and study the lectionary texts, we have a chance to reflect a
little more deeply on the scriptures we’re hearing on Sunday morning. It can greatly deepen and enrich our
experience of worship.
I'll be leading a Lectionary Study Group after church on all of the Sundays of October and the first
Sunday of November. If we decide we want to continue with it, we can talk together about that.
We’ll be doing a couple of things in our Lectionary Study Group:
1. We’ll look at how the readings for the day informed the service of worship we've just experienced.
2. And we’ll look at the readings for the coming Sunday and share our questions, our thoughts, and what
we hear God saying to us in these readings.
I’ll be giving out a list of the readings for the month when we get together. If you’d like to get the list
now, so you can be thinking about the readings for October 6, let me know. I’ll be glad to share them with you.
Otherwise feel free to show up in the Ladies' Parlor on October 6 at 11:30 a.m. Bring your Bible. I look forward
to seeing you.
No need to sign up for this class. Just come and share.
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First Congregational Church of Littleton:
A LOVING COMMUNITY IN CHRIST
Our Vision is:
•
•
•
•
•

To offer worship that celebrates God’s love and inspires us to bring that love
into our daily lives
To engage people of all ages and at all stages of their spiritual journeys in
Christian faith formation
To serve the community with compassionate hearts in the name of God.
To be intentional and consistent in our support and care or each other.
To be living examples of God’s love as we have come to know it through Jesus
Christ

*******************************************************************************************
Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a
loving invitation and welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the
worship of God, to reach out to heal and enrich lives through the
Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at various stages of
their spiritual growth.
Food Collection Sunday –
September 29th & October 27th, 2013
The Food Cupboard suggests the following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags, hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins, soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes, pasta,
canned beans, canned vegetables, cake mixes, frostings, crackers. Dog and
cat food- canned and dry. Money for gift cards to purchase perishable items
is appreciated also. Thank you

First Congregational Church
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561

Join the fun!
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A newsletter of the
First Congregational
Church of Littleton

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Bob Muh
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Marti Faulkner
Financial Secretary:

Annual Harvest Supper
Silent Auction
October 5th
5:00 pm and 6:30 pm

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Marti Faulkner
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds: John Lofgren

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale

Come and bring your family and friends
$12 for Adults, $5 for children over 4,
under 5 free
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