
  
 
 
                                                                                      

 
 
         

        
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   

 
 
 
 
                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                
 
  
  
       
 
 
     
    
  

                                                                                                                                                                           
        

      My dad turned ninety in August. My sister and he fl ew up 
to see us last week. I picked them up in Manchester. We sat 

outside at Su Schottõs house on a perfect night, not a cloud in 
the sky, and watched the shadow of the earth pass across the 

face of a huge, bright, full, round moon. And we noticed how, 
before the moon was shadowed, there were only a few very bright 

stars visible ñwell, only a few by North Country standards, still 
an astonishing array.  

 We watched as the moon grew dark, and red. I thought of 
Joelõs scary prophecy about the end of the world. And while the 

shadow covered the face of the moon, we noticed how the stars 
came out, more and more of them; patterns came together, 

ancient patterns named long ago and passed along for 
generations ñCassiopeia, the Bears (or are they Dippers?), and 

finally the Milky Way, the faintest glow of a multitude of stars 
(estimates vary between three billion and a hundred billion), all 

spinning around a common center, thirty -six thousand light 
years away ñour nearest neighbors in the cosmos.  

 It took a long time for t he earth to pass across the face of 
the moon, before we could see the first bright spot emerging from 

the shadow. And as the shadow of the earth moved away, and the 
sunõs light reached the moon again, many of the stars we could 

see in the darkness began to  fade; the Milky Way disappeared; 
there was a thin white cloud just below the moon, the faintest 

hint of the rain that was coming soon. It was really wonderful to 
share this amazing cosmic event with my dad and my sister.  

 On Monday, we spent a lot of the day at the house, just 
sitting together, quiet, enjoying the nearness of those we love, not 

needing, not striving for more. Dad and I took a walk down Lilac 
Lane, around the cul -de-sac and back. We ate some really good 

soup Wilma made; we watched a movie; we went to bed. On 
Tuesday, when it was raining in earnest, I drove them down to 
Manchester, to the airport; we hugged and we said, òI love you.ó  

 This is what it comes to. After the light -show, after the 
moon has turned to blood, after a hundred billion stars have 

made their appearance and gone their way, this is what it comes 
to, two human beings whoõve learned to say òI love you,ó and 
mean it. This is what it comes to. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

david  
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Upcoming 
Events  

 
October 3 ð Harvest Supper 
 
October 4  ð NIN Offering 
 
October 6  ð Property 

Committee  

 

October 12  ð Office closed 

 

October 14  ð Ladies 

Society 

 

October 15  ð Council 

Meeting 

 

October 19  ð Finance 

Committee  

 

October 20  ð Dinner Bell 

 

October 24  ð NH Conf., 

UCC Annual Mtg., Concord 
 



First Congregational Church 
October 2015 

Office Hours:   Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 
Pastorôs Office Hours:  Wednesday ï Thursday 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
Music Directorôs Hours:  Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.                                      
    Sunday 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 

KEY: 
 

FH ð Fellowship Hall  
 

 LP ð Ladies Parlor  
 

 CR - Classroom 

  

 

  1 
 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

2 
 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

3 
 
  5:00 PM-Harvest 
Supper & Silent 
Auction ï FH 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - LP 

4 
 
10:00 AM-Worship 
Service & Communion 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday 
School 
 

Neighbors in Need 
Special Offering 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

11:30 AM ï Living 
Prayer-CR 

5 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
Pastors' Sabbath 
 

6 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
  5:00 PM ï 
Property - FH 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-
LP 

7 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. 
PM AA-FH 

8 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

9 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

10 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

11 
 
10:00 AM-Worship 
Service 
 

Deaconôs Collection 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday 
School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

11:30 AM ï Living 
Prayer-CR 

12 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
Pastors' Sabbath 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
   
5:30 PM-SLLC 
Board & CE 
following 
 

Columbus Day 
(School Holiday) 

13 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
6:00 PM-AlAnon-
LP 

14 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
  1:30 PM ï Ladies 
Society - LP 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. 
PM AA-FH 

15 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
  6:30 PM ï Council 
Meeting- CR 

16 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

17 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

18 
 
10:00 AM-Worship 
Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday 
School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

Stewardship Kickoff 
 

11:30 AM ï Living 
Prayer-CR 

19 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
Pastors' Sabbath 
 
  4:30 PM- Finance 
Committee- FH 
 
 

20 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
6:00 PM-AlAnon-
LP 
 
 
Dinner Bell-5PM-All 
Saints 
 
7:15 PM ï RTF - 
LP 

21 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. 
PM AA-FH 
 

22 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

23 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

24 
 
 
  8:00 AM-NH Conf., 
UCC Annual Mtg.-
Concord, NH 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

25 
 
10:00 AM-Worship 
Service 
 

Food Pantry Collection 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday 
School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

11:30 AM ï Living 
Prayer-CR 

26 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
Pastors' Sabbath 
 
 
 
Stage Area 
available for 
Rummage Sale for 
the week 

27 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
6:00 PM-AlAnon-
LP 
 
  5:00 PM-Eastern 
Star ï FH 
 
Steeple Talk 
Articles/Information 
DUE 

28 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. 
PM AA-FH 
 

29 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

30 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

31 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA ï FH 
 
 
Harvest Festival 



 

 

 

 
Thank You  to those who 
have volunteered to be 

Greeters/Ushers!!  
 

Please sign up if you are 
able to help  

 

 
 

-ÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ  
 

October 10th  at the 

Krill  Residence 

 
Coffee Fellowship is in 

full swing! Please sign up 
on the board by the 
Madonna window   

or call Pam Nute  at  444- 3376 
 

August 31, 2015 YTD 

Member support: $   98,264 

Scheduled w/d from 
trust funds 

$  13,600 

Other Income: $   12,638 

Total Income: $124,502 

Total Expenses: $114,511 

Net: $    9,991 

 

Financial Report  

 

 

PECANS HAVE ARRIVED! 

The Ladies Society is once again 

selling Georgia pecans.  The price 

is $10.00 per package.  If you 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ 

some, there are extra bags in the 

office for sale.  Please let Emily L. 

know you would like some or visit 

Pam in the office to get yours! 

 
Thank you to everyone who pre-

ordered and supported this 
fundraiser for the Ladies Society! 

 
 
 

Food Collection Sunday  
October 25 th, 2015  

 

The Food Cupboard is in need 
of the following items: 

 

Coffee, canned  milk, soups, 
stews, beans, canned meat 

(turkey, chicken, ham, 
corned beef, Spam).  Canned 

meals (ravioli,  spaghetti, 
etc.). Dry cereals, snacks, 

crackers.  Canned cat food. 
Juices and snacks for 

children.  
 

Thank you.  

 

Council Meeting  

October 15 th  
6:30 PM  

 

.........................................  
 

Wireless Guest Account 
 

SSID:  FCC Guests 
Password:  fcc189main 

Enjoy!  
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2015 marks our 9th year of providing Christian pre -
school and day care to the greater Littleton area.  
This year we are pleased to welcome our new 
director, Melissa Kam.  Melissa started at Shining 
Lights Learning Center (SLLC) 5 years ago, completing 
her Bachelorõs degree in Elementary Education with a 
Certificate in Special Education from Plymouth State 
University while working her way from substitute to 
associate teacher to lead teacher and now director.   
 

Melissa lives in Littleton with her two sons, ages eight 
and nine.  She has lived in many states but attended 
high school in Whitefield.  After high school she 
became a certified BMW automotive mechanic.  She 
became interested in elementary education once she 
had children  of her own, seeking to build on her 
natural teaching abilities. Melissa came to work at 
SLLC while she was working on her education degree 
because her niece came here and she has stayed 
because òI love it here!ó She passionately describes 
her love for the  children, their parents, and the 
wonderful staff she with whom she is blessed to work.    
 

Melissa, who is also the lead teacher for the 
òCaterpillarsó (1-3 year olds), is joined by Hanna 
Kocis and Barkha Rani as assistant teachers.  Amanda 
Piadade is the lead teacher for the òButterfliesó (3-6 
year olds) with Karen Warren and BobbiJo Winn as 
associate teachers.  Barkha also assists with the 
Butterflies. Pam Nute is the administrative assistant.   
All our teachers are required to have basic education 
in child care as well as continuing courses for 
advancing their level of teaching. Having highly 
qualified teachers and staff is essential to taking 
excellent care of the children who attend SLLC.      
 

SLLC is a state licensed child care center and school 
and as such complies with all the New Hampshire 
requirements and regulations for child care centers. 
SLLC has an average daily enrollment of 20 children 
and is licensed for 28.  Openings are available.  The 
program includes helping the children with basic life  

skills. One of the most important things a young child 
can learn, Melissa says, òis developing an awareness 
of who they are and knowing they are loved.ó  
Literacy and reading readiness are blended with the 
curriculum while following the childrenõs interests. 
Melissa is very pleased to have the school 
participating in the Literacy Foundationõs free 
program promoting reading.  
 

Melissa embraces the mission of SLLC which is: òAs a 
ministry of the First Congregational Church of 
Littleton, SLLC is dedicated to nurturing the spiritual 
growth of each child enrolled, while providing 
opportunities for optimal social and emotional 
growth, as well as development of physical and 
cognitive skills.  In a nurturing, safe, and healthy 
environment children will have the opp ortunity to 
understand and see their world, life, and education 
through a Christian perspective.  We seek to enab le 
each child together with his /her family to develop a 
Christ-Centered world view.ó  Her vision for the 
center moving forward is to connect mo re with the 
church and the community and see more participation 
from parents and members of the congregation. 
Continuing education for the teachers as well as 
parent education is also a priority.  
 

Melissa invites members of the congregation to take 
an active role in SLLC. You can pray for the children 
and their families, as well as the teachers. You can 
volunteer to come and read to the children, or play a 
game, or do a craft with them.  They love to learn 
new songs and prayers.  Perhaps you have a favorite 
Bible story you would like to share with them.  You 
are invited to donate time or food to the special 
pageants and events as well as come and celebrate 
with the children and their families. Each time you 
participate in an activity with the children, you show 
them how much they are loved. Serving on the SLLC 
board is another way to support the center. Call 
Melissa at the center at (603) 444 -7379 or email at 
fccshininglights@myfairpoint.net  to find out  more!  

Meet Shining Lights Learning 
Centerõs New Director, 

Melissa Kam 
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September 25th 

A Visit to the Apple Orchard  
 

 

BobbyJo, Amanda, Barkha, 

Karen, Hannah 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sign on Main Street 

Common Room 

Playground 

Caterpillar Rooms 

Butterfly Rooms 



 
             
 

Sunday School Happenings:  
 

Second Annual RiverWalk for MS  

A Great Success!! 
A big huge thank you to all who made the Riverwalk for MS happen!!  With 

your help we raised $3,220. 68 for the National MS Society!  We also raised 

awareness and showed our support to those living with MS within our 

community!  We had 46 adult walkers, 10 youth walkers and 20 volunteers!! 

 

Be sure to check out the pictures on page 10!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School - Up and Running 
Our Sunday students are back to work!  Our dedicated confirmation class is often so deep in the material they 

are studying that they donôt stop just because coffee hour starts!  Our younger students are studying from our 

new curriculum called ñDeep Blue.ò  The students watch a short video each week followed by some really great 

activities!  The curriculum also offers songs which we hope to introduce during Childrenôs Time so that the 

congregation can learn some new songs right along with our students! 
 

Childrenôs Piggy Bank Mission 
Last year, with the help of the congregation, our children did a great job feeding their 

pigs and donating the money to some great causes! 

 

Nolan raised $150.12 for the ASPCA, 

Eliza raised $66.12 for Big Cat Rescue, 

Arlo raised $67.20 for the Salvation Army, 

Curran raised $134.16 for Rainforest Rescue by the Arbor Day Foundation, 

Brayden raised $102.44 for the Childhood Cancer Lifeline of NH in honor of Arielle Beaulieu, 

and Maeghan and Rilee each raised $94.34 for our MS Walk! 

 

Since it was such a success, we are feeding pigs once again.   If you have loose change weighing you down, 

come feed the pigs! 

 

Cake Walk - Look for our annual Cake Walk to be held in November (just in time to win some great 

Thanksgiving pies!).  
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36th Annual  

Harvest Supper 
Saturday, October 3, 2015 

              
 
 
 
 

 

This year it will be served Family Style with continuous seating starting at 5 PM until 7 PM 
 

Both take-out and free delivery service within Littleton are available 
 

The proceeds help support the annunal mission and outreach budget of the church.  In addition to state, national and 
worldwide missions supported through the United Church of Christ Wider Mission Fund, this yearôs mission partners 
include Habitat for Humanity ï Ammonoosuc Region, Littleton Area Senior Center/Meals on Wheels, North Country 
Home Health and Hospice Agency, and the Youth Movement 360 teen mentoring program. The mission committee 
also manages a modest discretionary fund to meet needs outside the programmed mission budget; beneficiaries this 
year have included the Mayhew Program, the Circle Program and the ñMarch for Mealsò. 

 

Remember that the key to the success of these events is your participation! Donôt forget 
to come and eat ... AND BRING ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMIY! 

 
                             

                              
 
 
 

  Steeple Talk        Page 7 

Dinner Bell  

 

Look for the  sign-up sheet at church.   For 

your convenience, your food contribution 

can be dropped off at our church (before 

1pm on that day) and it will be delivered 

to All Saints Church.  
 

October 20 

Menu 
 

Baked Ham/Raisin Sauce, Potatoes, Baked Beans, Squash, Coleslaw, Rolls, Homemade Pies/Cakes and Beverages 
 

Adults/Teens: $ 10.00      Children 5-12: $4.00       4 & under: Free 
 

Silent Auction   
 

During the 36th Annual Harvest Supper    

Please bring your items to the church the 
morning of October 3 rd, Thank You! 

 
Bidding on the silent auction will close at 

7:00 p.m. on Saturday October 3 rd. 

Mission Spotlight  

Neighbors in Need ð Special Offering  

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special 

mission offering of the UCC that supports 

ministries of justice and co mpassion 

throughout the United States.  One -third of 

NIN funds support the Council for 

American Indian Ministries (CAIM).  Two -

thirds of the offering is used by the UCCõs 

Justice and Witness Ministries (JMM) to 

support a variety of justice initiatives, 

advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  

This year the collection will take place on 

Sunday, October 4 th .  You can also visit : 

ucc.org/nin  to learn more. Your generous 

support is greatly appreciated.  

 



            
 
 
 

                     
 

     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   Page 8                             Steeple Talk 

Stewardship  
 

We are embarking upon our annual stewardship time, as we prayerfully consider how w e can 
apply our time, talents and financial resources in the coming year to further Godõs work 
through this community of faith.  The theme selected by the UCC, òA Future With Hopeó, is 
drawn from Godõs promise to the homeless people of Israel in Jeremiah 29:11: òFor surely I 
know the plans I have for youéto give you a future with hope.ó 
  
We anticipate opening our stewardship program on Sunday, October 18 , with a stewardship 
mailing with response materials to follow immediately thereafter.  We hope to incor porate 
inspirational messages from some of our members into the worship services on October 25 and 
November 1, and the focus of our worship service on November 8 will be stewardship.  
Dedication Sunday will follow on November 15.  Trust with hope for the f uture and give with 
love today.  
 

        ~ Bob Muh, Stewardship Coordinator  
 

LADIES SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING 
 

OCTOBER 14 at 1:30 p.m. LADIES PARLOR 
 

Hope to see all of you there.   
Agenda:  

¶ Finalize plans/organization for 
rummage sale  

¶ Updates from council meeting 

¶ Pecan Sale 
 

Hope to see all of you there and remember, 
there is always a good refreshment! 
  

                                                   ~Barbara H. and Judy O.  

ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
 
NOVEMBER 6     (9 am-5 pm) 
NOVEMBER 7  (9 am-NOON) 
  
You may bring items on these dates: 
 

October 25, 29, 30 and November 1 
 
Please take directly to the stage area 
  
REMEMBER: 
No electronic items / No skis / No furniture 
                        No Christmas items 
 

  Thank you for your donations from the Ladies Society 

Thank you to the many  (15!)  
voluntee rs at the first Dinner Bell on 
September 15th. 86 meals were 
served. You helped make it a 
success! 
 
Left: Carol Mason and Bob Oleary 
 

Right: Bob and Alice Muh 



 
 
 

          
 
         
 

 

 
   `            
  
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

The 214th Annual Meeting of the New Hampshire 
Conference , United Church of Christ,  will be an opportunity 
for meaningful conversation and Breaking Down Walls, 

and Building Peace . Celebrating our oneness, and 

examining the needless walls that divide us.  
 

Saturday, October 24 th  at the Grappone Conference 
Center, 70 Constitution Avenue, Concord, NH. Registration 

will begin at 8:00 am; the Annual Meeting will begin 
promptly at 9:00 am.   
 

Please visit www.nhcucc.org  for up -to-date resource 
materials and a link to the registration website w hich has 

officially opened.   

A Prayer for All Seasons  

Loving, Creating God, you are in covenant with your people.  You have pledged to be our God and 
ask us to be your people, trusting in you in all our ways.  But we find many excuses to prevent us from 
really trusting you.  We erect barriers before our faith journey even begins.  Our time, obligations, 
energy, all become part of the bricks and mortar which fashion this barrier.  We can give lip service to 
the journey; we can daydream about what it would be like to truly place our hands in yours and follow 
you.  But when it comes to actually making the journey, our time constraints and weak commi tments 
loom largely before us.   

 

Help us to tear down this barrier.  Make us ready for the journey by replacing the fear in our 
hearts with a sense of joy and challenge of self -discovery and discipleship.  Remind us that in helping 
others, we will also fi nd ourselves made more fully whole.  Make us ready to receive your good news and 
then to be witnesses to your love to all your people.   

Excerpt from Nancy C. Townley for Ministry Matters  
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This yearõs confirmation 
candidates with Alice Muh  

http://www.nhcucc.org/


 
 
 

               
 

           

     
. 
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Thank you to everyone who sent pictures!  There were 
SO MANY fun, wonderful pictures to help us remember 

the special day (9/12/2015).  Here are a few to enjoy ! 


