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We went down to Concord last Sunday after church. There were five of us.
We met with Paul Nickerson for our “Mid-year Tune-up Day.” If you’re reading this
newsletter, you know our church has been working with a coach, Paul Nickerson.
We’ve been learning with a group of New Hampshire churches how we can meet
new people, get to know them and share the wealth of compassion and kindness
we enjoy here in the church with our friends and neighbors around us. That’s all.
No hidden agenda. Just getting together with church friends and other friends and
sharing the goodness of life with each other.
As it happens, this approach also has a really cool side-effect. When we
really do share our lives with our neighbors, when we walk together, eat together,
golf together, have a cup of tea and chat together—when we share these simple
things with the people around us, we make friends and, as our friendship deepens,
we share a little more about the things that fill our lives with meaning and joy, the
places we find comfort, support and love.
And pretty soon—well not always all that soon, but sooner or later—we
may find ourselves talking about some of the cool things that are going on in our
church. And lo and behold, it’s become very natural—even though it may require a
little leap of faith (remember Peter stepped out of a perfectly good boat!)—but lo
and behold, it becomes pretty natural for us to invite our friends to a church game
night, an organ concert, popcorn and a movie at our church.
And eventually, who knows, your new friend might ask how you got
through the pain of losing your job, or celebrated the birth of your child, and you
can tell them about how the church pulled together to make sure you had food on
the table when you needed it, or how the church embraced your child and you in
the warmth and promise of baptism. Or maybe your new friend will ask about what
we do on Sunday mornings and you can tell them what you like most about our
worship, and you can invite them to come and experience a Sunday morning with
you, invite them and bring them and introduce them.
And lo and behold, there’ll be people here they already know because of
the other things you’ve done together, so it won’t be like walking into a room full of
strangers. And pretty soon maybe your new friend will find that this isn’t such a
scary place after all, even though it used to look like a fortress on a hill with an
alligator infested moat around it, which is actually what the church looks like to lots
of people out there, believe me.
So that’s what we talked about in Concord last Sunday, the five of us, with
others from all over the state, and we came home with some really cool ideas for
putting this kind of friendly energy into action. Fun things to do that will help us
share the warmth, the joy, the kindness, the deep abundant blessings we have
known in this beloved community the church. Keep your eye out for things you’d
enjoy and come join us. The more the merrier.
blessings,

david
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First Congregational Church
October, 2014
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Thursday 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.;
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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11:30 AM-AA –
Fellowship Hall
7:00 PMWednesday Night
AA – Fellowship
Hall

11:30 AM-AA –
Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

5:00 PM-Harvest
Supper/Silent Auction –
Fellowship Hall
7:30 PM-AA – Ladies
Parlor

10

11

7

8

9

9:00 AM-Bible Study
Pastor's Sabbath
10:00 AM-World
11:30 AM-AA Communion Sunday
Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM-Sunday School
10:00 AM-Neighbors In
Need Offering
11:15 – Coffee Fellowship –
Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall
5:00 PM-Property
Committee
6:00 PM-AlAnon –
Ladies Parlor

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall
1:30 PM – Ladies
Society – Ladies
Parlor
7:00 PMWednesday Night
AA – Fellowship
Hall

8:00 AM11:30 AM-AA Ecumenical Prayer Fellowship Hall
Meeting
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:30 PM-AA - Fellowship
Hall
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9:00 AM-Bible Study
Pastor's Sabbath
10:00 AM-Worship Service 11:30 AM-AA 10:00 AM-Sunday School
Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM-Stewardship
Campaign Kickoff
11:15 – Coffee Fellowship –
Fellowship Hall
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11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM-AlAnon Ladies Parlor
6:30 PM-Deacons
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11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall L
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11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:30 PM-AA - Fellowship
Hall
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10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM-Sunday School
11:15 – Coffee Fellowship –
Fellowship Hall

Pastor's Sabbath
11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor
4:30 PM-Finance
Committee
5:30 PM – SLLC
Board – Ladies
Parlor

11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor
6:00 PM-AlAnon Ladies Parlor

11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor
7:00 PMWednesday Night
AA – Ladies Parlor

Rummage sale
prep– Fellowship
Hall

Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall

8:00 AM11:30 AM-AA –
Ecumenical Prayer Ladies Parlor
Meeting
11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor
5:00 PM – Mission
Committee
Meeting – Ladies
Parlor
Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall

Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall

Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall

26
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9:00 AM-Bible Study
Pastor's Sabbath
10:00 AM-Food Pantry
11:30 AM-AA –
10:00 AM-Worship Service Ladies Parlor
10:00 AM-Sunday School
11:15 – Coffee Fellowship –
Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor
6:00 PM-AlAnon Ladies Parlor
6:30 PM – Council
Meeting –
Classroom

11:30 AM-AA –
11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor
Ladies Parlor
5:00 PM-Personnel
Committee –
Classroom
7:00 PMWednesday Night
AA

Rummage sale prep –
Fellowship Hall

Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall

Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall

KEY:
FH = Fellowship Hall
CR = Classroom
LP = Ladies Parlor
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Rummage sale
prep – Fellowship
Hall
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Rummage sale
prep– Fellowship
Hall

31
Rummage Sale –
Fellowship Hall
11:30 AM-AA –
Ladies Parlor

7:30 PM-AA – Ladies
Parlor

Rummage sale prep–
Fellowship Hall
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Shining Lights Learning Center
Fall is here at Shining Lights. We have had a great start to a new school year with many new
little blessings. Our Butterflies have been learning about the life cycle of the butterfly and
continue to learn the life cycle of the apple tree, while our Caterpillars have completed a unit
called “All About Me”. They focused on the five senses, body parts and feelings. During the
month of October, the Butterflies will study fall leaves and the life cycle of a pumpkin. Our
Caterpillars will focus on apple fun, pumpkin sense and leaves while learning about colors and
shapes.
We greatly appreciate your prayers throughout this coming year. Our web page has recently
been updated. Check us out at www.fccshininglights.com.
God Bless,
Dianah Hale
Director

Ministry of Music

The choir is off to a good start this Fall. We are thirteen voices strong. We are pleased
to welcome Ed Tomasheh back to the bass section and Emily LaFlam to the alto
section. We welcome anyone to the choir and especially need a few more tenors and
basses. For the last few weeks we have been working on a few new pieces for Fall as
well as some old favorites. We hope you will enjoy our music.
Again, I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, flowers and hugs since
the death of my mom. The support of my Church family has made a difficult time a
little easier. It is a pleasure and priviledge to serve as your Music Director.
Musically,
Dottie
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“Classifieds

and Notices”
35th Annual Harvest Supper
and
Silent Auction
Saturday, October 4th, 2014
Two seatings at 5:00 & 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $12.00 for adults/teens,
Children 5-12: $5.00 and children
under 4 are free!
Menu includes an appetizer of

cider with cheese and crackers,
followed by baked ham with
raisin sauce, potatoes, squash,
peas, rolls, homemade pies, cakes
and assorted beverages.

Miss Littleton and the River Walkers for MS

Food Collection Sunday –
October 26, 2014

Financial Report
August 31, 2014
Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

YTD
$ 8,977.00
$ 2,100.00

Total Income:

$ 12,074.60

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 10,141.25
$ 1,933.35

$
$

997.60

LIKE US ON OUR FACEBOOK
PAGE AT:

Shop at
AmazonSmile and
Amazon will make a
contribution to The
First Congregational
Church. Log on to
http://smile.amazon.
com/ch/02-6010519

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags, hot
chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry milk,
Jell-O puddings & gelatins, peanut
butter, macaroni & cheese, soups,
canned meat (turkey, chicken, ham, tuna
corned beef, Spam). Dry cereals, instant
oatmeal, rice mixes, pasta, canned beans,
canned vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned and
dry.

October Council
Meeting

September 14, 2014
6:30 PM
Fellowship Hall

www.facebook.com/FirstCongre
Any member who would like a
gationalChurchOfLittletonNh
copy of the September council
meeting minutes can call Ellyn
at the office to request one.

Cake Walkers for MS
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Mission Spotlight
PATHWAYS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER “WALK FOR LIFE”: The Pathways Pregnancy
Care Center will hold a “Walk for Life” on Saturday, October 18, 2014 at Remich Park in
Littleton from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The walk will be followed by a meal which is free for
sponsored walkers, or a charge of $5.00 or a package of diapers for unsponsored walkers.
Information brochures will be placed on the table at the front of the sanctuary. For more
information, contact Pathways Pregnancy Care Center at 444-3991 or
PathwaysCareCenter.org . Donations may be mailed to the center at 70 Redington Street,
Littleton, NH 03561.

HARVEST SUPPER: Our 35th (!) Annual Harvest Supper, to include a silent auction, will be held on
Saturday, October 4, 2014. The menu consists of an appetizer of cider with cheese and crackers, followed by
baked ham with raisin sauce, potatoes, squash, peas, rolls and assorted beverages. For dessert there will be
dozens of delectable homemade pies and cakes to choose from. There will be two seatings (5:00 p.m. and 6:30
p.m.). Both take-out and free delivery service within Littleton are available. Tickets may be reserved by
calling the church at 444-3376 or they may be purchased at the door. Ticket prices are $ 12.00 for
adults/teens, and $ 5.00 for children 5-12. Children 4 and under are free.
This year’s Harvest Supper is being co-chaired by Judy O’Leary, Su Schott and Bob Muh. Volunteers
are needed for a variety of tasks associated with the Harvest Supper, and as in past years, we are asking for
donations of pies, cakes and dinner rolls.
The Silent Auction is once again being co-chaired by Rachel Clark and Karen Morneau. Donations
such as craft items, food, gift baskets, gift certificates, services and dinners are needed. The proceeds of the
Harvest Supper and Silent Auction help support the mission and outreach initiatives of the First
Congregational Church.
The Harvest Supper, which has become an autumn highlight for both local residents and visitors from
afar, offers delicious fare at a bargain price. This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy good food and good
fellowship. All are welcome – please bring your entire family and invite all of your friends!

NEIGHBORS IN NEED: This year’s Neighbors in Need special mission offering will be taken on
Sunday, October 5, 2014, World Communion Sunday. Two-thirds of the proceeds of the NIN offering is
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. The remaining one-third is allocated to the UCC’s
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM), which supports UCC pastors and congregations on 20
American Indian reservations as well as a multi-tribal congregation in Minnesota. Please take time to read
the insert in the church bulletin on October 5 for inspiring accounts of how your NIN dollars are fueling
life-changing ministries. NIN offering envelopes will be placed in the October 5 bulletin. Your generous
support is greatly appreciated.
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How do you live out blessing in your living and giving?
How do you do this? How do you live out blessing each day? How does our church? This is the
question we are being asked to consider this fall for our annual stewardship campaign. The theme
for the campaign is Blessed – to be a blessing. “All peoples on earth will be blessed through
you” taken from Genesis 12:3. And so the question: How are people blessed through each of us
and through the work our church does? Historically this has been a generous church.
For example, in the last 12 months through your generosity our church helped dozens of people
who asked for help at the church office.
* 19 people got to a doctor’s appointment
*16 people were relocated to a better place to live and get assistance
* 14 people received transportation to an interview or to keep working
* 32 people were assisted with groceries and personal items
* 3 people obtained medicine
* 6 people received financial assistance with their utility bill or to pay their rent
Others got help with their phone bill, their car and furnace repaired, and their car registered.
David had office hours, visited shut-ins, shared time with members in the hospital, and was “on
call” for whomever rang his phone. And this doesn’t cover the staff hours cleaning the church
and preparing for all our activities. The work that Pastor David, Ellyn, Joe and Dottie do is a
blessing to each of us and many others as well.
Through your generosity we also help dozens of people each week just because we open our doors
and keep the heat and lights on -- 5 days a week Shining Lights meets; 6 days a week for AA
groups (sometimes twice a day); and each week Al-Anon meets. Each Sunday we welcome
worshippers and provide Bible study. From time to time other groups use our church building
such as Eastern Star. Our church has special music in the summer and periodically throughout the
year. Seasonally we host mid-week worship services. Then there are the 10 plus mission projects
we support financially or with donated time, our harvest and other dinners, the rummage sale…the
list could go on and on. And none of this highlights the work that individuals do to be a blessing
to others through the Caring Tree or their own Christian initiative to care for someone else, our
church building, or serve in some capacity as a volunteer.
I catalogue all of this to remind you of the many blessings we give and receive at First
Congregational Church. It is out of the abundance that we have that we are able to respond as a
church and be a blessing to others and, in turn, receive the blessing that comes from giving. This
is vital work. God reminded Abraham thousands of years ago; God is reminding us still.
You will receive a letter explaining this year’s pledge effort in mid-October. Please read it
carefully and respond generously. October 12th is Stewardship Sunday; November 2nd we will
dedicate our offerings in church. Thank you, in advance, for all the blessings you will provide
through the dollars you pledge.
Ann Craxton, for the council
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK: A BIBLE STUDY
to be led by Rev. Weddington
The Gospel of Mark, most scholars agree, was the first complete “story
of Jesus” ever written. It became the foundation of the other gospels. It’s
exciting, quick-paced, and action-packed. I’m planning to lead a study of
the Gospel of Mark in January of 2015. There are a couple of ways we
could do this:
1. There are some materials from Yale Divinity School that would lead
us in a very interesting, thoughtful study. Each session has a twelve to
fifteen minute video introduction and printed materials to guide the study.
2. Sometime this Fall, Pilgrim Press will release a new “God Is Still
Speaking” study of Mark. That’s the kind of study we did for Acts and
Exodus. It walks us through making the connections between the scriptures
we cherish and the lives we live here and now.
3. Or we could just sit down together with the Bible, read a little bit
and talk about how God is speaking to us in these words today. I have a
great DVD of Max McLean performing the whole gospel on Broadway. We
could watch a section of this and then discuss it.
4. We could even do more than one of these things, if there were
enough people who wanted to.
So I’m looking for feedback from you. What style of study would you
prefer? When would you like to have the study: day of the week, time?
We’ve often found that Sunday after church works best for people, but we
can also have more than one section of the class. So please let me know
what you’d like to do.
I’ll put a sign-up sheet in the sanctuary,
or you can email me: pastordavid@myfairpoint.net ,
phone me: 603-991-0535,
or talk to me when you see me.
Looking forward to sharing the Good News with you this year.
blessings,

david
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RIVER WALK FOR MS
The Christian Education Committee is pleased to announce that more than $2400.00 was raised for the National MS
Society during the River Walk for MS on Sept. 13, 2014. There were 39 walkers, with 8 of them children. The
additional money came from sponsors who were local business as well as individuals who were very generous. We had
17 volunteers who came to make sure the walk and scavenger hunt ran smoothly. There were 10 stops on the
scavenger hunt with prizes at each stop. This added an extra measure of fun for the children as well as some of the
adults. We even had Miss Littleton, Brittany Sulham come to be a part the fun!. Many of our walkers were stopped on
the street and asked about the MS walk because of our colorful T-Shirts. Many thanks to all who walked, volunteered,
baked or provided other snacks.
This River Walk for MS is part of the Christian Education committee initiative to teach our children how to think ab out
helping others in a way that is meaningful to them. There is so much need in the world and children are very aware of
those around them that need a helping hand. We want to show them concrete ways to live their faith without feeling
overwhelmed and helpless in the face of so much need.
The theme for the River Walk for MS was ‘Making a Difference’. We wanted to raise money and awareness for MS as it
is a disease that impacts many in this congregation and in our community. We also wanted to
o make community connections with people and businesses in Littleton,
o to help us and to teach our children how to ‘get out of the boat’ and
o to live what we believe, doing what Jesus taught us- sharing God’s love.
In doing this as a church and identifying ourselves as such, we are showing others what it means to a child of God.
Then, hopefully, they will say “I want that too!”
So- What is next?
From the Christian Ed. Committee: Kim Smith, Su Schott, Linda Warden, Wilma Weddington, and Alice Muh

River Walkers

Bob and Alice Muh
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The Chairperson and the Pastor
MS Registers Karen Lord, Cindy & Linda Warden

River Walkers
Pastor David and the Smith Family (Tom, Kim, Curran and Brayden)

Pastor and Brayden at the MS Cookout
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LADIES SOCIETY CELEBRATES 165 YEARS –
THE LONGEST CONTINUOUSLY OPERATING ORGANIZATION IN LITTLETON

We celebrate our 160th in 2009

For 165 years the Ladies Society has served this church and community. The Littleton library and Glenwood cemetery
owe their beginnings to a group of dedicated women and men (yes, the Ladies Society had an auxiliary - husbands formed
an auxiliary to assist, promote, and support projects.)
The Society played an important role in the financing and leadership to this church since its inception. So it is with great
joy that the members of the Ladies Society continue on its path of service to others.
This past year the society concentrated on educating themselves about local organizations that perform community
service. Representatives from White Mental Health, LifeBridge, and Caleb presented their goals and activities to the
Society at their monthly meetings.
We hope you will celebrate with the members of the Ladies Society as they continue “service to others" that was begun
165 years ago.

Former Members return to celebrate – 2009Bev Slocum, Barbara Holland and Carolyn Grass
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PECANS HAVE ARRIVED!

The Ladies Society is, once again, selling Georgia pecans. The price is the same as in the
past - $8.00 per package. We have a limited amount, so please put your order in as soon
as possible. Speak with any Ladies Society member – we all have white hair, so it’s easy to
spot us!! If you’re making a pie for the Harvest Dinner, this is your lucky day. Everyone
loves pecan pies.
Marlene Baker, the nut lady.

We Play (Deb Estle, Pat McLure, Bev Nute, Dottie
Sundman and Ethel Mohr)

We work (Dottie Sundman & Joyce Krill)

We Serve the Community!
RADA CUTLERY will be sold this fall.
This high quality cutlery (made in the USA) will be available for the Christmas season.
Also they offer varieties of recipe books and a variety of packaged salad dressings.

Ask anyone who has purchased these products and you will be convinced. We have catalogues available until December
1st.

FALL RUMMAGE SALE!
Yes, it is that time of year again.
This year, WE WILL DISPLAY ONE TABLE OF SUMMER CLOTHING –
HIGH QUALITY. In addition, the BOUTIQUE IS BIGGER AND
BETTER THAN EVER.
Special items - ALL NEW - will be on
sale. They will make great gifts.
October 31 and November 1 in the Fellowship Hall
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Church Staff
Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Ellyn Ingalls
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Ann Craxton
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations: Ann Craxton
Property Management: Art Hunt
Trustee of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale
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