Steeple Talk
First Congregational Church of Littleton
189 Main Street, Littleton, NH 03561

November 2018

PHONE 603-444-3376 FAX 603-444-6589
EMAIL: fstcong@myfairpoint.net WEBSITE: www.1stconglittleton.org

Volume

45, Issue 10

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For God’s gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.
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I started out writing about Advent. I have some music I’d like the choir to sing during
Advent. I listened to it yesterday. I picked out the pieces I liked best, thought a little bit
about which piece might go with each of the Sundays in Advent. It’s Appalachian music.
The collection is called “Rhapsody in Bluegrass, a Christmas Jubilee.” I was getting excited
about introducing this music, when it occurred to me that Advent is still a month away. It
may make sense for me to be thinking about it now, but most people aren’t there yet.
After all, today is Hallowe’en. Miss McCoy, my second grade teacher, taught us to
use the apostrophe—a reminder that Hallowe’en is “All Hallows’ Even” the Eve of All
Saints’ Day. All Saints’ Day, November 1, is the day we remember those who have died in
God’s love, who have been taken up into God’s peaceful presence, no longer subject to
the sorrows of earth.
May God, who causes peace to reign in the high heavens, let peace descend on us,
on all Israel, and all the world, and let us say: Amen. May the Source of peace send peace
to all who mourn, and comfort to all who are bereaved. Amen. (from the Kaddish, the
Jewish prayer for those who mourn.)
Later on in November, of course, we’ll gather to give thanks to God for the bounty of
the earth. We’ll say a special prayer of Thanksgiving over our turkey and cranberry
sauce—a prayer in which we’ll thank God above for letting us live in this broad and
fruitful land. We’ll celebrate the amazing gift of yams that grow in the fertile soil, and
beans with mushroom gravy topped with onion crisps. We’ll remember the days when
our ancestors sat down and ate with the people who used to live on this land. They gave
thanks to God for the gifts of food and support these gentle natives offered to strangers
in need of a home. By the time the pumpkin pie comes around, we’ll wonder where we’re
going to put it.
But before we sit down to Thanksgiving dinner, on Tuesday evening, we’ll have a
chance to gather for worship (see page 10), to open our grateful hearts to God, who
knows our whole story, the parts we like to remember and the parts we like to forget. On
Tuesday, we’ll have a chance to thank God for the air we breathe, for the water we drink,
for the soil that produces the rich harvests we enjoy, for kindly judgment and costly
forgiveness, food for our stomachs and food for our souls—and love so abundant, when it
comes around, we’ll wonder where we’re going to put it.
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
For the truths that still confound us,
Most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
blessings,

david
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“Classifieds and Notices”
NEEDED!!!

Wireless Guest Account

Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be
Greeters/Ushers already!!

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Please sign up, we need you!

Financial Report

Men’s Breakfast

September 30, 2018

YTD

8:00 am

Member support:

$ 117,176

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 21,024

November 10th at the
LaFleur Residence

Other Income:

$ 7,325

Total Income:

$ 145,525

Total Expenses:

$147,389

Net:

$ - 1,864

Coffee Fellowship is in
full swing! Please sign up
on the board by the
Madonna window
or call Pam Nute at
444- 3376

Food Collection Sunday
November 25th 2018
The Food Cupboard is in need
of the following items:
Soups, stews, beans, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam).
Jams/Jellies. Snacks & crackers.

Your Generosity

Thank you!
Bottles of Salad Dressing
still needed!

in October

The Ladies Society

Deacon’s Collection

CLOTHING SALE

$122.00

NOVEMBER 3

.........................................

Food Pantry Collection

$220.50

(8 am-2 pm)
One Day Only!

Fellowship Hall

This ongoing effort for the
Meals-on-wheels program is so
that they can give a bottle to a
household vs. packaging small
containers of salad dressing
each time a salad gets
delivered. Read more about
the program on the next page!
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This is the second in a series of brief summaries about the charitable organizations that the
First Congregational Church supports through our mission and outreach budget.

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels is a program which is locally managed by the Littleton Area Senior Center (LASC) under the umbrella of
the Grafton County Senior Citizens Council (GCSCC). The GCSCC had its origins in Lebanon in 1972, and today oversees
eight senior centers throughout Grafton County, with a total budget of approximately $3.5 million. Dedicated
volunteers deliver tasty, nutritious meals to frail and home-bound seniors and disabled persons five days a week, plus
frozen meals for weekend and holiday consumption. In addition to the nutrition component, the volunteer visits afford
a daily wellness and safety check on each client. For the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, the LASC furnished
33,487 meals, which includes congregate meals served at the center. In Littleton, 120 volunteers – many of whom are
home-delivered meals drivers and kitchen and dining room staff - logged 11,092 volunteer hours. A total of 792
residents of the service area (Littleton, Bethlehem, Franconia, Sugar Hill, Easton, Lisbon, Landaff, Lyman, and part of
Monroe) received services through one or more programs in 2017. Beyond its nutrition responsibilities, LASC buses
made 5,279 trips in 2017, and the center logged 865 social services contacts, which include services provided by
ServiceLink counselors. Other volunteer roles include reception and office support; managing classes and clubs:
custodial support; serving on the senior center advisory council; data entry; gardening; miscellaneous maintenance
projects; and, importantly, fundraising activities. While the GCSCC receives modest funding from Grafton County
government and town appropriations, it is a private non-profit corporation which relies very heavily on individual donor
support; foundation, corporate and designated gifts; estate gifts; and grant
opportunities.

Dinner Bell
The “Dinner Bell” community meal program, in its current configuration, appears to
date back to the early 1990s. The meal is served at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, from the
Tuesday after Labor Day through mid-June of the following year, at All Saints
Episcopal Church. There is no charge for the meal, and the diners tend to be a pretty
eclectic group. Typically, between 65 and 85 meals are served, to include some takeout and volunteer meals. Churches and other community organizations take turns hosting the meal; in addition to our
church, this year’s roster includes: All Saints Episcopal Church, The White Mountain School, St. Rose of Lima Roman
Catholic Church, Copper Cannon Camp, NFI North, Daughters of the American Revolution, First United Methodist
Church, Littleton Rotary Club, Littleton Elks Club, Littleton Lions Club, Littleton Regional Hospital, AHEAD, Lisbon
Regional School Jr. Honor Society, Order of the Eastern Star, and the Lopes family. The First Congregational Church
typically hosts five meals each year, plus collaborating on the Thanksgiving meal, and some church members volunteer
year-round. In addition, we typically contribute some cash - $200 this year - toward supplies such as aluminum foil,
plastic wrap and take-out/leftover containers. New volunteers and food donations are always welcomed. Judy Oleary
oversees our participation in Dinner Bell. Our administrative assistant, Pam Nute, serves as the “communications
coordinator” for the Dinner Bell program.

Elizabeth and Mary Lopes, left, serve dinner with flair!

Mission Outreach
Each year we budget a sum of money to give our church the capability
to meet unanticipated needs. This year, $950 was budgeted, and
disbursements to date are: 1) $100 to All Saints Episcopal Church
food pantry in memory of Donna Cruikshank, long-time Dinner Bell cocoordinator; 2) $500 to North Country Home Health and Hospice
Agency; 3) $100 to the Respitality program; and 4) $100 for a hole
sponsorship for the Youth Mentoring 360 program’s golf fundraiser.
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Sunday School Happenings:
Sunday School off to a Great Start!
Sunday School began on September 9!! We have had a
great group of kids!! Thanks to the generosity of Judy
Oleary, our youngest children now have their own class!!
Our older children have new curriculum this year called
Grapple. In previous years our curriculum has really
focused on learning the stories of the Bible. While we
certainly continue to read Bible verses, this Curriculum is
more application based. We pose questions such as
“Why do I have to listen to my parent anyway??” or
“What if I don’t always get along with my sibling?” We have discussions and then seek out answers
through Bible verses. We reinforce the lesson with a fun game before closing with a prayer and joining
the congregation for coffee hour!! If you would like to see what Sunday School is all about, new
children and new volunteers are always welcome!!

Thank you for your
contributions to the
Neighbors in Need Special
Offering in October
$840 was collected
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Thank you for making the

Autumn Dinner
A Success!
A great time was had by all and $1,740 was raised for a total of $3,663 for the night.

THANK YOU
Victor Hofmann (and longtime associate,
Alan) for cooking an amazing dinner!! And
to everyone who helped and/or attended
this important fundraiser, thank you.

Silent Auction
Thank you to Dottie Morton and Glenda Iles
for heading up the Silent Auction this year! A
final tally of $1,923 was raised! Thanks to all
who donated items and bid on the wonderful
donations.

If there is a child around, you can
bet where Judy O. will be!

Steeple Talk

Emily and Lucrecia are ready for
customers!
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Thank you, Bob Muh, for packaging
and selling the leftover spoils!

The North Country Association Fall Meeting will be taking place here at
the
First Congregational Church on Sunday, November 11th at 3pm.
The COG will be hosting a spaghetti dinner after the worship and business meeting.
The North Country Association is a community of thirteen member churches of the United Church
of Christ. They meet twice a year to share our stories and prayerfully consider how we can support
one another.
The meeting will begin in the sanctuary with worship led by members of the Association Church
and Ministry Committee. Worship will be followed by a brief business meeting, and then everyone
will go downstairs, where they’ll enjoy a program led by Rev. Andy Jepsen and Lindley Knirk.
You may remember Andy from the time she served the church in Berlin. Since then, she and
Lindley have spent time in Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka. They’ll be sharing their experiences in Sri
Lanka with us at the Association Meeting. After their presentation, spaghetti and meatballs will be
served followed by deserts provided “pot-luck” by those who are attending the meeting.
Please consider attending. It’s a great opportunity to meet and get to know other people like you
who are committed to keeping the United Church of Christ alive and thriving in the North Country.
We hope to see you there.
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Blessed to be a Blessing - Halloween
For those of you who don’t know the history of the COG/CE
Pumpkin Patch Event, it began as an idea four years ago. Main
Street Trick-or-Treating ended at the Diner and for families there
was an awkward two hour gap for those who wished to fill a bag with
candy and then see the beautiful display of Jack O’ Lanterns on the
River. Three years ago, we attempted to extend Main Street to our
door and offer families the opportunity to use our home as their home on Main Street. We offered a warm
place where families could put on costume accessories, grab a warm drink, make some crafts, hear their
“good fortunes”, and have some warm food, all for free. We prepared to welcome a crowd, but did so
questioning whether our offerings would be sufficient to encourage families to walk up the hill between the
diner and the church. The first year we were shocked at the turnout! We had so many people that Bob
Muh was sent out for an emergency food run!
Year two, we renamed the event the “Pumpkin Patch Hangout.” Trick-or-treating on Main Street was so
well attended that many of the businesses ran out of candy . Thanks to contributions from our
congregation, we are able to lift spirits of disappointed children by making a sizable donation of candy to
their almost empty bags!!
This year was our third “Pumpkin Patch Hangout. ” We decided to try a
complementary event where local kids could get costumes. The
congregation and community were very generous in donating costumes.
At our event, one little girl was able to get a unicorn costume custom
tailored by a very sweet volunteer from Pastor David’s theater group.
(The original costume was lovingly made by Su Schott for her daughter
so the amount of love that went into this little girl’s custom costume is
truly heartwarming!!) Though the costume event itself was not as well attended as we hoped, over the next
couple of weeks we sent home many, many more costumes to be loved by children in the community!!
This year we once again prepared for Pumpkin Patch, questioning what the turnout would be. Weather
reports were not promising. Numbers of trick-or-treaters on Main Street were significantly fewer this year.
The generally extremely crowded Gathering of the Jack O’ Lanterns was sparsely attended. Our event,
designed to bridge the gap between the two, was very well attended. The fellowship hall was full. Guests
arrived cold and wet and there was a great appreciation for the warmth of the building, the beverages, and
the food!! Children built structures out of gummy pumpkins and tooth picks. Sparkly pumpkins were
crafted out of balloons. Salt dough pumpkins were painted in all sorts of colors with options of regular,
sparkly, or glow in the dark paints. Members of the congregation got to interact with the community.
Families had quality time together. We got to see some really great costumes (some of which came from
our costume event!!) And, oh the Chocolate!! When we ask for candy, our congregation really knows
how to deliver!! Thank you so much to everyone who volunteered, brought candy, or brought food!!! We
couldn’t have done this without you!!
This note was on the church’s Facebook page from a community member: who was not able to attend but
heard great things:
“MUCH LOVE AND KUDDOS to the You for making this evening an enjoyable, warm and dry time for
All of US to enjoy!”
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Not even a rainy day could keep the trick-or-treaters away!

Candy wasn’t the only thing passed out! Thank you to Mary M., our favorite fortune teller! (Top left)
And THANK YOU to the student volunteers from Littleton High School (top right) for spending the
afternoon with us and being so helpful!
Calvin and Su wait for customers at the craft table. (Bottom right)
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Many
THANKS
to ALL
who donated
candy for this
wonderful
event!

“Who you gonna call?”

“Who can resist a man in tights?”

COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME!
This year, our Community Service of Thanksgiving will be held at the
United Methodist Church. We’ll gather in their sanctuary for worship on
Tuesday, November 20 at 6:30 p.m. Father Mark Dollard of St. Rose of
Lima Church will be preaching. Mary Ann Langdoc will be playing and
leading music. Ministers from United Methodist Church, All Saints
Episcopal, St. Rose of Lima, the Shared Ministry of Lisbon and Landaff,
and First Congregational UCC will be participating.
Come share in this joyful celebration and reception following as we join
with our friends to give thanks for God’s abundant blessings.

Upstage Players
(including Pastor David!)
$12 at the Door
Littleton Opera House

November 9, 10, 16 & 17
@ 7:30 pm
November 11 & 18
@ 2:00 pm
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries
November
Happy Birthday!

Anniversaries

1st
8th
11th
16th
19th
21st
22nd
28th
30th
30th

5th Dottie & Dudley Bailey
9th Wilma & David Weddington
13th Virginia and Bill Hyatt

Doug Menzies
Virginia Hyatt
Tom Smith
Tina Peabody
Val Poulsen
Pat Whipple
Ann Craxton
Heather Krill
Karen Morneau
Alison Bolt

December (preview)
2nd
8th
10th

Henrietta Aldrich
Mary Menzies
Ed Warden

Judy Warden’s new address is:
56 Summit @ Morrison, Apt. #218,
Whitefield, NH 03598
603-837-3581
I hope you enjoy this edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.

The Deadline for submissions for the December
issue
is Tuesday, November 27th!
~ Pam Nute, editor

$7,443.25 as of 10/31/2018
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