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Psalm 105:1-3
Oh give thanks to
the Lord; call upon
his name; make
known his deeds
among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing
praises to him; tell
of his wondrous
works!
Glory in his holy
name; let the
hearts of those
who seek the Lord
rejoice!
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A word of Thanksgiving. I’m writing in my study at the church. Not the
usual place to be writing for Steeple Talk. Instead of the stillness of the forest
behind me as I look out the window at my crab-apple tree, I hear people in the
other room talking. They brought some things for the Rummage Sale; now they’re
swapping stories, catching up on family and friends; they’re about to take off for
the winter. “See you next year,” they say; and it’s quiet again . . .
But not for long. In a very few minutes, the playground outside my door
will erupt with the sounds of small children, laughing and running, swinging and
riding on pedal-toys. There’s a bright red fire-truck with a bell on the hood. I had
one of those when I fit in one of those—can it be fifty-eight years ago? I remember
how elated I was, how real it felt, I really was a fireman, on my way to the rescue,
pedaling for all I was worth to save those poor people, to make sure they didn’t
lose their . . .
Pat comes in; a man just called the church. He and his family are facing
foreclosure if he can’t come up with two thousand five hundred dollars by the end
of this week. Generous as this church can be, there’s no way we can think of
tackling this . . .
Two young women came by the office, wanting to look at the sanctuary.
They’re new in town, they told Pat, and they’re planning to visit our church on
Sunday. I took them up and showed them our beautiful stained glass windows and
told them about our projector and screen. I invited them to come a few times, so
they could see the variety of worship-styles we like to embrace . . .
Emily was looking for a broom. We don’t have a broom? We don’t have a
broom. I found an old broom-head and an eight-foot pole someone cobbled
together out of three shorter poles—Yankee ingenuity at work . . .
There they are. The playground has filled with of the sound of children.
They laugh and squeal and holler. “Look at me!” (Success feels so good!) And they
get frustrated and cry, too. “But I wanted to . . .” (I know how they feel.) And
they’ll wrestle with reality until they learn how it works. (Why is it you have to
lean back in a swing when you want it to go forward faster?)
Peter Clark has brought in several boxes of things for the Rummage Sale.
Poppy’s things. One of them is a hair dryer. I remember how, even when she was
very ill, Poppy loved to have her hair looking nice, so she could welcome her
visitors feeling like a lady . . .
On Friday, I get to go down to the Opera House along with people from
Adaptive Sports to help with pumpkin carving. I’m excited. I wonder when the
snow is going to come this year, so we can get out our snowshoes. Don’t rush it; I
know. Thanksgiving first . . .
That’s right. “A word of Thanksgiving.” For comings and goings, joys and
celebrations, limits and frustrations, chances to connect; for the laughter of
children and the echo of loved ones remembered; for this busy, strong and loving
community, the church, we give thanks to you, O God, from the bottom of our
hearts. Amen.
blessings,
david
Editor: Alice Muh amuh@roadrunner.com
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Advent begins
December 2
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NOURISHING ACTS: UNIT 2
“Grateful for People Who Do for Us” and
“Momma’s Home Kitchen”
We will begin our first lesson of our second unit on
Sunday, October 28 with pumpkin decorating. We
will have a real pumpkin for every child. We will
make a list of people we are grateful for and put
them up on the “blessings tree”. We will also learn
about “stewardship”. Please, come join the fun.
We will be especially grateful to our “farmers”!
November 4 we will talk about “Moses”, some of his
“disabilities” and how he climbed the mountain to
bring us the 10 commandments.
On November 11 Geoff Krill of “New England
Disabled Sports” will visit us and bring lots of
equipment for the children to “try” and explain how
his organization “does for us”.
On November 18, we will have our annual cakewalk.
The children will donate the proceeds from this
event to the “New England Disable Sports” program
that Geoff runs. HOW CAN YOU HELP? We need
parents and congregation members to be bakers and
buyers of lots of goodies. We would like you to be
creative and think more than just cakes; we would
love to have lots of pies and breads too. This is the
Sunday just before Thanksgiving and if we had lots
of pies and breads to sell, it would “help” get mom
out of the kitchen and into the fun of the day.
Gratefully yours,
Su Schott, Joyce and Phil Krill, and Linda Warden

“Children must early learn the
beauty of generosity. They are
taught to give what they prize
most, that they may taste the
happiness of giving.”
Charles Alexander Eastman

SIGN UP NOW!
We still need some volunteers for the remaining
5 units. The commitment is only four Sundays
plus some prep time. Remember the most
important gift you can share with our children is
your time!
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Adventures in Sunday School
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“Classifieds
Ladies Society
RUMMAGE SALE
Friday, November 2
9am to 5pm,
and
Saturday, November 3
9am to noon
(11:30 am bag sale)

Good quality winter goods,
white elephants, linens,
children's clothes

Ladies Society
Rada Cutlery Sale
Place your order before
Dec. 1st
Top quality, all American made,
REASONABLY PRICED cutlery, also
candles, prepared dips for holidays.
The catalog is available in the
church office or from any member of
Ladies Society.

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in
worship planning
 Do you have special music you
enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative ideas on
how to present God’s holy
word?
 Do you love traditional worship
services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more worship
services.

and Notices”

“Hospitality should have no
other nature than love.”
Henrietta Mears

NEEDED
 Ushers and Greeters
 Coffee Fellowship
hosts
Sign up now!

First Congregational Church
A LOVING COMMUNITY IN CHRIST
Our Vision Statements
 To offer worship that celebrates God’s
love and inspires us to bring that love into
our daily lives
 To engage people of all ages and at all
stages of their spiritual journeys in Christian
faith formation
 To serve the community with
compassionate hearts in the name of God
 To be intentional and consistent in our
support and care for each other
 To be living examples of God’s love as
we have come to know it through Jesus
Christ

Food Collection Sunday –
November 25, 2012

“A lonely day is
God's way of saying
that he wants to
spend some quality
time with you.”
Criss Jami

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry.

Coming up in

Join us for worship
November 25
With special soloist

Childrens’ Program

Isabella Lamadriz

Unit 3 (Dec. 2-23)

Nourishing Acts
☼☼☼

Giving to Others/Dinner Bell
Unit 4 (Jan. 6-27)

Isabella is a second year student at
the Boston Conservatory of Music
studying voice.

Into the Light, Share the Light

We are grateful she is sharing
this gift with us!

Passionate Gifts of Self

Unit 5 (Feb. 3-24)

Love Your Neighbor
Unit 6 (March 3-24)
Unit 7 (April 7-28)

Care of the Earth

Steeple Talk
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It’s a Sign!
Our new sign was installed on Tuesday, Oct.
16th with the final hook up on that Friday. What a
process it was! The site work, completed by Greg Winn
and company, was finished in good time. The crane
lifted it into place, fitting the site like a glove. Thank
you Ed Craxton and the Property Committee! That is
the good news. The bad news is that the sign was
damaged in transit and will be repaired or replaced by
Stewart Signs. We will keep this one until the new one
comes or until they repair it (at their cost). Even
though the sign was damaged, it does work and there
will be a learning curve to see how to best use the sign
while keeping it in the same tenor as the church
building. We had agreed that initially we will make it
look very similar to the old sign. Soon we hope to be
able to use more of the sign features after getting used
to it. As you recall, the purpose of having an electronic
sign is to be able to change the message indoors by
computer not only for ease, but for safety.
The total cost of this project, including the site
work, will be approximately $16,000.00.
Three
thousand dollars had previously been set aside, so the
church council is seeking to raise an additional
$13,000.00. A generous donor has come forward and
offered to match, dollar for dollar, other contributions
which our members and friends will make toward the
sign. Some of you have already donated generously
and we have collected $4,000 in cash and pledges.
With the matching funds we have $8,000.
We are asking you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us cover the remaining $5,000 we
need to this meet this necessary expense.
Contributions can be made as a lump sum, paid over
time, or pledged for a later date.
I hope you feel called to join in this effort. The
finance committee would appreciate it if your check or
checks clearly reflect “signage” as the purpose for
which your contribution is being made. If you would
like to make a pledge, please write your intent on a
piece of paper and address it to the treasurer who will
keep it confidential as all pledges are.

BEFORE

AFTER

How firm a
foundation

Delivery
Need a lift?

Easy does it..

Into place..

Ahhhh…perfect!

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Behold- a new sign!

“How believers handle their money is inextricably related to the depth of their worship.
Whether we put money in the offering plate or not, weekly worship should remind us of our
continual stewardship of the possessions that the Lord has entrusted to us. If we do not give
properly we cannot worship properly.”
John MacArthur; MacArthur Study Bible: 1 Corinthians, p.453-454.
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Neighbors in Need
This year’s Neighbors in Need offering brought in
$437.31, of which $37.31 was collected by our church
school youth. One-third of the Neighbors in Need
receipts go to support initiatives of the Council on
American Indian Ministries and the remaining twothirds support U.C.C. Justice and Witness Ministries.
This year’s offering surpasses last year’s figure by
almost $150.00. Thank you for your support!

Shining Lights Learning Center

Steeple Talk

Mission Spotlight
New England Disabled Sports, a charitable nonprofit
organization, is located at Loon Mountain, Lincoln,
NH and our own Geoff Krill is the sports director.
The mission of the program is to “offer sports and
recreation within a safe, supportive, fun, boundaryfree environment for individuals who require
adaptive instruction”. The program runs year round
and includes many different kinds of sports, winter
and summer. All age groups who have cognitive or
physical disabilities are
welcome to participate.
The programs are made possible through generous
donations from sponsors and individuals as well as
the volunteer efforts of many dedicated people.

Entering its sixth year, Shining Lights Learning Center
has gotten off to a great start. The Pre-School Room has
lots of eager little learners. They have been busy with
their “phonemic awareness” which is the ability to hear
sounds in words and to identify the particular parts; for
example: letter sounds, rhyming, and syllables. They
are always working with words that rhyme as well as
learning new letters. The children have just finished a
unit on life cycles. They watched the whole life cycle of
a butterfly! As always, social skills are always a big role
in their daily lives as is God’s love.

To find out more, you can go to their website:
www.NEDisabledSports.org. The Christian Education
Children’s Mission Cake Walk proceeds will be
donated to the New England Disabled Sports
supporting their efforts for people who would not
otherwise be able to enjoy God’s gift of the beauty
of the earth, especially in our little corner of His
world.

Some upcoming events are portraits on October 30th. On
Nov. 21, the children will celebrate Harvest Day with
special activities and a chance to dress up. There will
be a pasta dinner following a Christmas pageant in
December. Watch for dates.

The Harvest Supper and Silent Auction have been
important fundraisers for many years. This year
we raised $1345.32 for the Harvest Supper and
$1546.00 for the Silent Auction. Thank you to all
the volunteers that made these so successful!

Miss Cindy, a teacher in the Toddler room, got married.
Congratulations Cindy! Our teachers in the toddler room
are Miss Amber, Miss Melissa, and Miss Hannah. In the
Pre-school room Miss Julie is the lead teacher with Miss
Bobbi as her assistant. We are fortunate to have
dedicated staff.
As the weather turns and the cold season is upon us
already, we are anticipating a healthier year in Shining
Lights having installed a new air handler system that will
bring fresh air into our classrooms and office.
There are still positions vacant on the board of
directors. We welcome you to come and share your love
of God and children in this very important ministry of
the church.
We thank our church members for continued support of
our church members for our learning center!

Harvest Supper & Silent Auction

Steeple Talk

From the Moderator
‘You can judge your age by the amount of pain you feel when you
come in contact with a new idea.’ Pearl S. Buck
We seem to full of new ideas. We have a brand
new way of doing Sunday school. We have new audiovisual equipment that will allow us to explore new ways
of worship and connecting people with God. We have a
new sign that will help us communicate with the
community who we are and what we are about in Jesus’
name. We have a new lift and entry to provide easier
access into our very old building which still, by the way,
provides a beautiful space in which to encounter our stillspeaking God. We are exploring new ways of engaging
our members in the work God is calling us to do. Change
the by-laws, don’t change the by-laws, or just change a
few. We have new groups starting and old groups fading
away.
When did it all start? Did it all start with the
capital campaign, or before? Or since? Is it a response to
our changing needs or needs changing around us? The
world is certainly changing and new ideas travel at the
speed of light. If your latest techno-gadget is more than
2 years old, it is sadly out of date.
Well, it seems to me, change started about 2000
years ago when Jesus Christ came to show us a new way
of thinking about God, and the Holy Spirit transformed his
disciples into apostles. The change has not stopped as
the faithful strive to introduce God to generation after
generation in constantly changing times. However, God’s
love and redeeming power has not changed. What he
requires of us has not changed; only how we go about it.
As we face leaner times and a world in turmoil,
and change being the only constant, how do we as
individuals and we the church respond to God’s call?
Changing times do require new ideas. New ideas require
open hearts and minds with a huge infusion of the Holy
Spirit to make sure we are on track. New ideas require
hard work, trial and error, and everyone chipping in.
New ideas require letting go of old ways of doing things
that no longer meet the needs of the community. This is
perhaps the hardest part.
How well we function as a church depends on
faithful participation of all members. There are jobs that
we know need to be done as well as some that no longer
seem necessary. We still need the money managed. We
still need ushers and greeters to extend Christ’s welcome
to all who enter our worship space. We still need
volunteers to help teach our children, visit those in need,
participate in activities that help us show what God’s
love means. We still need a pastor to lead us and an
administrative assistant to keep things running. We need
our building cared for. We need everyone’s tithes and
offerings to fund our endeavors. We need your new ideas!
We are the church, together, answering God’s
call in Jesus’ name by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Stewards of Life Abundant:
Transformative Generosity
You will be enriched in every way for your great
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to
God. – 2 Corinthians 9:11
As Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann points out,
the Bible starts out with a liturgy of abundance – a
song of praise for God’s generosity. It keeps saying,
“It is good, it is good, it is good, it is very good.”
Filled with God’s generosity, Jesus went around to
people suffering from scarcity – of health, of
acceptance, of power, of understanding – and
replaced it with a gift of abundance. Jesus is wellschooled in the transformative generosity of God
and in the conviction that if you share your bread
with the neighbor, the world will be made new. He
knows that generosity isn’t something you just
think about, it’s something you do.
Stewardship presumes blessing and abundance.
Jesus sums up the purpose of his ministry this way:
that we “may have life, and have it abundantly.”
Our job is discernment of the ways in which all of
us, including the church, already have “far more
than all we can ask or imagine.” Then the real work
of stewardship becomes embracing generosity in
the spirit of Jesus as a way of life. How is this way
of life transformative for you?
A message from Stewards in the Household of God: a
Resource for Holistic Year-round Stewardship available
from United Church of Christ Resources.
November 2012
God is still speaking,

Financial Report
September 30, 2012

YTD

Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

$ 102,298.23
$ 13,344.38

Total Income:

$127,775.62

Total Expenses:
Net:

$120,111.54
$7664.08

$ 3200.00
$ 8933.01
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Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers

Christian Education Children’s Mission
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Announcing our children’s annual
Cake Walk mission fund raiser
November 18 after church

Moderator: Alice Muh
Vice Moderator: Tina Peabody
Treasurer: Marti Faulkner
Assistant Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Eric Pospesil
Property Management: Art Hunt
Trustee of the Trust Funds: Dick Holland

All donated baked goods gratefully accepted!

The annual cake walk is loads of fun, so don’t miss the
opportunity to go home with a delicious homemade treat just
in time for Thanksgiving!

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale

Proceeds will be donated to New England
Disabled Sports. www.NEDisablesSports.org

