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Wilma and I went for a hike today. There were five of us in all, and we climbed the
mountain up to Lonesome Lake. The snow is melting. At the bottom of the climb, it’s
patchy but higher up, the snow covers everything still. Most of the way up, we were
seeing these huge moose tracks. I tried to picture the beast. Did it have antlers? It was
walking very close to the trees. Do moose have antlers this time of year? The group was
very patient with my need for frequent stops to catch my breath.
As we came to the top of the trail, the moose tracks veered away from the trail
and headed through the trees in a bee-line for the lake. The surface of the lake was still
frozen. There were tracks where someone had walked across the ice sometime since the
last snow, but no one was going to walk across now. The moose-tracks sank in the slush
at the edge. It had a drink, and hooked back into the woods.
The trip back was very different. Some of it, I’m sure, had to do with the fact
that we were going down the hill instead of up. I also think the warmth of the day had
started to melt the snow on the trail and that had made it treacherous, unstable and
slippery. At one point I fell backward into the snow. I laughed at my awkwardness. I got
up and went on. Wilma helped me find paths along the rocks and roots. One of our fellow
hikers lent me his ski-poles. Another time I fell and slid down the hill a way. My foot got
caught on a rock as I was sliding down and it pulled my leg up behind me. Wilma made
sure I didn’t rush getting up. She talked me through checking everything out. She got my
leg out of the bind it was in. As it happens I was OK, but it was a kind of scary moment.
It took me a very long time to inch my way down that hill. When we were
starting our climb, we saw a couple of young men who were returning from the lake.
They were wearing tennis shoes, deliberately sliding on the ice, laughing and having a
great time. I remember being one of those young men. Today, it was a difficult descent.
Things change. Bodies change. Needs change. Sometimes it’s not so easy, letting other
people help us out. But it’s very good to have patient friends who will help, even if it’s
hard to accept that I need it. I was afraid I might be taking the fun out of the hike for my
friends. I was thinking maybe I should stay home next time, but when I got to the
bottom, my friends said, “So, see you next Monday?” “Are you sure,” I said. “I feel like
I’m holding you back.” “Hey, we’re all in this together,” they said, “So. See you
Monday?” And they meant it.
It’s good to have friends who are willing to help out when things are hard, when
the simple things we used to do with ease have gotten to be a challenge. It’s also good to
be able to offer a hand, a pair of ski poles, a word of encouragement, a ride to church, a
trip to the store, a visit to play a game of cribbage or just to chat. Our lives are made
richer by having the chance to support one another in big and little ways. I’m so glad we
have such a strong community here in our church. I love to see the way we pull together
to help one another have the fullest life possible. “I have a new commandment for you,”
Jesus told his disciples. “It’s the way you’ll know the joy of being my friends. It’s very
simple, my new commandment: Love one another.” That’s it. He wants us to love one
another. So please, keep letting us know how you’d like to help someone have a fuller
life; and please, let us know (I know it isn’t easy) what we can do to make your life
better. After all, that’s one of the main ways we have of finding joy by fulfilling Jesus’
commandment: “Love one another.”
Sometimes I wonder if it’s really be that simple, living according to the will of
God? Sometimes I wonder if it’s really that easy, living a life full of peace and joy. And
then I remember my difficult hike, and the people who helped me, and what they said
when I finally made it down the mountain. “Hey, we’re all in this together,” they said,
“So. See you Monday?” And they meant it.
Blessings, david

First Congregational Church
May 2013
Office Hours: Mon – Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Weds and Thurs 10:00am – 12:00pm
Music Director’s Office Hours: Weds 4:00pm – 8:00pm, Sun 9:00am – 12:00pm
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

12:00 PM-Acts Group
for Lunch

1:30 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous

7:30 PM-No.
Country Chorus
Concert performing
Mass in D major by
Antonin Dvorah
and Requiem by
John Rutter

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM-Weds night AA

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 AM-Choir
Rehearsal

Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

8:00 AM-Methodist
Prayer Meeting

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

8:00 AM-Men's
Breakfast Group
at the Menzies’

5:00 PM-Property
Meeting

12:00 PM-Acts Group
for Lunch

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon
Ladies Parlor

1:30 PM-Ladies
Society Meeting

1:30 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

6:00 PM-Christian Ed

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Worship Service Communion
& Sunday School
11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study
3:30 PM Annual
Association Meeting at
Lancaster Congregational
Church
7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing

8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Deacon's
Meeting

12

13
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15

16

17

18

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 AM-Choir
Rehearsal

Pastor’s Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM-Clergy
Group/Ladies Parlor

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon
Ladies Parlor

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

1:30 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM-Worship Service
& Sunday School
5:30 PM-SLLC Board

8:00 AM Annual
Clean-up Day

12:00 PM-Acts Group
for Lunch

11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing
8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 AM-Choir
Rehearsal

Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

8:00 AM-Methodist
Prayer Meeting

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

12:00 PM-Acts Group
for Lunch

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

1:30 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous

8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

5:00 PM-Mission’s
Meeting

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM-Worship Service &
Celebration Sunday

7:00 PM-Al Anon
Ladies Parlor

11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship
11:30 AM Music Committee
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study
7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing

26

27

28

29

30

31

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 AM-Choir
Rehearsal

Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM-Worship
Service & Sunday School –
Food Collection

OFFICE CLOSED IN
OBSERVANCE OF
MEMORIAL DAY

11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship 11:30 AM-AA 11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon Ladies Parlor

12:00 PM-Acts Group
for Lunch

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing
8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

1:30 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous
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First Congregational Ladies Society
The April Ladies Society Meeting - (Continuing our goal of educating our members on local
organizations who work in our community to bring love and care to others)
The Ladies Society was privileged to hear a presentation by Peter Reviere, Director, and Echo
Remick, Volunteer Director, from the CALEB INTERFAITH VOLUNTEER CAREGIVERS. This
volunteer organization serves eight local communities including Littleton. The mission of this
organization is to increase seniors' access to healthcare, enhance independent living, and
reduce isolation primarily through transportation and visitation. Their motto is "Form a
friendship and change a life." Funds to support this mission come from donations, fundraisers,
and towns' budgets. Peter and Echo were outstanding presenters.
As an item of interest, John (Jack) Ross, a cousin to Carol Mason, was a devoted volunteer and
after his death, an Annual Award was made in his memory. "He served as a remarkable role
model of giving to the community and keeping a positive attitude." This annual award is to
honor volunteers who set standards exemplified by Mr. Ross.
****************************************************************************************************************************

Reading from Guidepost Magazine------------------For, Lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.—Song of Solomon 2:11
I spotted my bus turning the corner a couple of blocks away and I raced to catch it, darting
through pedestrians, crossing the street against a flashing DON’T WALK sign, nearly running
into a car. I could have gotten hit, I suppose, but all I was thinking was I have to get that bus!
On Sunday afternoon buses don’t come that often. And what would I do if I had to wait 15
minutes for another one?
Despite my athletic prowess I still missed it. Now there was nothing to do but walk. In a huff I
began my hike through the park, taking big strides on the path that wound under the pine
trees.
It was early spring, the sky gray but the grass lime green, daffodils pushing up under the trees.
A Little League team had gathered in a pine grove to practice. The wobbly tosses and swings
proved it was early in the season. A kid raced past me on his bicycle, and a golden retriever
scurried after a squirrel.
I slowed my step. The smell of the damp earth, the sight of the buds, the sound of the whacked
ball gave me a feeling of gladness. Winter was done. Spring was here. And to think, if I hadn’t
missed my bus, I would have missed it.
God, I love spring!

By Rick Hamlin
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“Classifieds
Wanted and Needed
• Sunday Ushers and
Greeters
• Coffee Fellowship
hosts
Please sign up on board in front
of church or call Pat Whipple at
444- 3376
Coffee Fellowship and Greeters
and are an important ministry and
create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

and Notices”

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in worship
planning
 Do you have special music you
enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative ideas on
how to present God’s holy word?
 Do you love traditional worship
services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more worship
services.

Financial Report
March 31, 2013
Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

YTD
$ 36,824.83
$ 5,236.36

Total Income:

$ 45,283.08

Total Expenses:
Net:

$43,380.54
$ 1,902.54

of life's problems fall into place
of their own accord.
J.I. Packer, Christian theologian

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT
WORK
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO DO
A VARIETY OF CLEAN UP AND
FIX UP CHORES

Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry.

A Time to Think

here for is to know God, most

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:

$ 3,221.89

the main business that you are

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Food Collection Sunday –
May 26th, 2013

$

Once you become aware that

Sat. May 18th will be
ALL CHURCH WORK DAY

North Country Association
Annual Meeting
To be held at the Lancaster
Congregational Church
in Lancaster, NH
Sunday, May 5th
At 3:30 PM

If God brings you to it, He
will bring you through it.
Happy moments, praise
God.
Difficult moments, seek
God.
Quiet moments, worship
God.
Painful moments, trust
God.
Every moment, thank God.

Steeple
TalkTalk
Steeple
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What is
going on in
What is going on in Sunday School?
Sunday
School?
Our final unit of the year will be led by our Christian
Our final
Education Committee members, Kim Smith, Su Schott,
Wilma Weddington, and Linda Warden. Celebration Sunday
unit of the
will be on May 19, Pentecost. We will be teaching the
year will
children about our Church’s Birthday and reflecting on a
be led by
great year gone by! On Celebration Sunday we want to
our
share photos of our year with the Congregation. If you have
Christian
taken any photos throughout the year, please share!!
Education
Reminders for the Summer
Committee
Vacation Bible School - Franconia Community Church of
members,
Christ is a great place to learn all about this year’s theme
Kim Smith,
Water! The minister and his wife, Barry and Amy, provide
Su and
Schott,
Garrett
Curran
spirited leadership and the church’s grounds are a great
Wilma
place for kids to run off some of that beginning of summer
steam! Vacation Bible School will be held the week of June
Weddingto
17-21 from 9-1. Kids will bring their own lunch but snacks
n, and
will be provided. A trip to Whale’s Tale is tentatively
Linda
scheduled for Friday of that week! Willing adults/ older kids
Warden.
should also consider being a counselor!
Celebratio
n Sunday
Horton Center
will be on
19,
The May
newly
renovated Horton Center wants You!! Plans should be made early
Pentecost.
for anyone who wishes to go to camp. We have funding set aside to help
Wethe
willcost!!
be Please see Kim Smith or Wilma Weddington for additional
defray
teaching
information.
the
children
about our
Church’s
Did you know there are scholarships
Birthday
available for anyone attending Horton
and
Center this summer? Please obtain form
reflecting
from the office, fill out the scholarship
on a great
year gone
form, and send it in by May 15th.
by! On
Celebratio
n Sunday
we want
to share
photos of
our year
with the
Congregati
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Mission Spotlight
“HAND IN HAND” PROGRAM: The “Hand in Hand” program, facilitated by New Hampshire Catholic Charities,
mobilizes a wide range of churches, businesses and civic and social service organizations in support of local youth who
perform home repair, renovation and painting projects for elderly, disabled and low-income homeowners in the
Littleton area and southern Coos County. This year’s program will be conducted from June 23 to June 28. The
program last year saw 55 area students undertake seven projects; this year’s goal is 10-12 projects, with 60-75
students participating. In addition to contributions to help meet a $9,000 budget, the program needs adult mentors to
supervise 2 to 4-1/2 day projects, and salads and servers for a kick-off luncheon on June 23. The mission committee
will match individual contributions made by May 15 by members and friends of the church, up to a total of $250.00,
from mission discretionary outreach funds. Checks should be payable to the First Congregational Church and should
clearly indicate the purpose as a “Hand in Hand” contribution. In addition, the “Hand in Hand” program has expanded
this year beyond the summer work camp to include two other components: 1) year-round chore services, (such as
lawn mowing, snow shoveling, and walking companion) for elderly and disabled persons and 2) “Weekend Warriors” –
groups of 2-3 students who undertake smaller, short-term projects on weekends (cleaning out a garage or basement,
painting a room, etc.) For more information or to volunteer, please contact Bob Muh at 444-5228 or
muhfamily@roadrunner.com.
“MARCH FOR MEALS: The Grafton County Senior Citizens’ Council is joining counterparts in five other counties in a
“March for Meals” to be conducted on May 18, 2013. Proceeds of this walkathon support the Meals on Wheels
program. Staff and volunteers at the Littleton Area Senior Center, one of our longtime mission partners, prepare and
deliver nearly 3,000 meals each month. Although the actual cost of preparing and delivering each meal is about $8.50,
recipients are asked to make a voluntary donation of $3.00, but only about 40% can afford even that modest cost.
(The LASC also serves about 1,000 congregate lunches each month, Monday through Friday). The Grafton County
“March for Meals” will be held at the Horse Meadow Senior Center in North Haverhill (just south of the Grafton County
Courthouse) at 10:00 a.m. on May 18. Our church will be fielding a team; if you would like to join us, please contact
Bob Muh at 444-5228 or muhfamily@roadrunner.com. Rather than ask for donations in support of individual walkers,
we would appreciate your support for the team as a whole. Pledge donation forms will be available in the sanctuary,
in the church office, and at coffee fellowship on Sundays; or Pat Whipple would be happy to mail you a pledge form if
you wish.
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH: This year’s Strengthen the Church offering will be taken on Sunday, May 19. Your
contributions to Strengthen the Church help plant new churches and awaken new ideas in existing congregations, help
develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults, and help ensure that many more will hear the good news that
“God is still speaking”. This year’s theme is “Invest in the Vision”. Offering envelopes will be in the church bulletin on
Sunday, May 12 and Sunday, May 19.

To: The Membership of The First Congregational Church of Littleton
Having completed a review of the financial records of the Church for the period
from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012, I find these records to be a
fair and accurate accounting of the financial affairs of the Church
Allyn R. Clarke

Spring will come eventually and we will have beautiful flowers like this.
Prayers for the city of Boston, MA, and all the people who died or are
suffering due to the bombing at the Boston Marathon, the people injured or
who died due to the explosion of the fertilizer plant in TX. Also, to the people

who lost their homes because of the explosion. May God be with them.
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LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY
May 5: Acts 16:9-15, Psalm 67, Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29, John 5:1-9
May 12: Psalm 97, Rev. 22:12-14,16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26
May 19: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Romans 8:14-17, Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17, (25-27)
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8, Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15
************************************************************************

Overeaters Anonymous Preamble
Overeaters
Anonymous
(OA)
is
a
Fellowship of individuals who, through
shared experience, strength and hope, are
recovering from compulsive overeating.
We welcome everyone who wants to stop
eating compulsively. There are no dues or
fees for members; we are self -supporting
through our own contributions neither
soliciting nor accepting outside donations.
OA is not affiliated with any public or
private organization, political movement,
ideology or religious doctrine; we take no
position on outside issues. Our primary
purpose is to abstain from compulsive
overeating and to carry this message of
recovery to those who still suffer.
Meetings are held here at the First
Congregational Church on Thursday
afternoon from 1:30 to 2:30. Also, Monday
from 5:00 to 6:00 PM at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church on School St. in
Littleton. For further information, please
call Pat at 444-3376

Maundy Thursday – Abbey Houghton and Oriah Glynn
taking first communion with Pastor David Weddington
Maundy

And, lo, I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world. Matthew 28:20
Palm Sunday Brunch

A HUG is a perfect gift, one size fits all.
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
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On May 19, 2013, we have a lot to celebrate!!

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Bob Muh
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Marti Faulkner
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Marti Faulkner
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations: Eric Pospesil
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds: John Lofgren

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale

Our Children!!
Our Volunteers!!
Our Nourishing Acts!!
Our Adult Sunday School Classes!!
The Birthday of the Church!!

Join us for Pentecost/Celebration Sunday!!

