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I saw a partridge the other day. It was running across the road. I told Wilma it
was a pheasant, but then I described it to David Craxton, and he said it sounded like a
partridge. Which is actually a grouse. I saw a cardinal, too. I think it was a cardinal. It
stayed tucked deep in the branches of the fir tree out front. It was bright red all over. I
think it was a cardinal. There are daffodils blooming here and there. The squirrels are
awake. They’re out in the front yard, harvesting fresh new pine cones. Rhett the cat
watches them through the front window. His tail is twitching. He really wants to chase
them. Sometimes he forgets there’s a window there and runs headlong into the glass.
Then he goes off and sulks.
Spring. It was wonderful to celebrate Holy Week with all of you. Our special
services on Thursday and Friday helped me connect with the story. It’s a familiar story,
a springtime ritual, almost as certain as partridges, cardinals, daffodils and squirrels.
We tell the story every year in very similar ways. It’s familiar. We know we’ll hear about
how Jesus took the Passover meal and turned it into a way for his disciples to
remember him. We know we’ll hear the story of how he was arrested in the garden,
and how he was maligned, abused, turned over to the Romans, crucified, dead and
buried. Then Sunday, Easter, the meeting in the garden, Mary’s announcement, “I have
seen the Lord!” A powerful story, familiar, predictable, reassuring.
Only, this year I kept thinking about those first disciples and how they didn’t
know what was going to happen. They started out, like us, retelling a familiar story of
God’s deliverance, predictable, reassuring, but then Jesus started talking about things
they didn’t understand and saying and doing things that didn’t make any sense. Then
they went to the garden to pray and everything came unglued. It was chaotic,
terrifying, they ran away and hid, they were so completely thrown. Sunday morning
found them confused and scared, in hiding, behind locked doors. Mary’s
announcement and what they found in the garden baffled them.
I found myself thinking a lot this year about the way we were going through
the story, kind of putting ourselves in their places, but actually their experience was
very different from ours. We were telling a story that was familiar, reassuring. They
were living one gasping breath at a time in a story that was brand new, unfolding in
ways they could never have predicted and could not understand. It was Jesus’ story,
unfolding according to God’s eternal plan; and it took his disciples completely by
surprise. They were filled with awe, profoundly shaken, completely disoriented,
thrown, and as the Holy Spirit led them, one day at a time, through these
earthshattering things, their lives and the lives of the people they touched were
changed, they were changed forever.
And I wonder—as spring comes around again, and daffodils, partridges,
cardinals and cats do their seasonal, predictable, reassuring dance—I wonder what God
has in mind for us as we move into another season of green, how our lives will be
shaken, disoriented, thrown, and how the Holy Spirit will meet us and lead us and,
through us, change world forever. I wonder.
blessings,

david
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Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

5

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Saturday
6
8:00 AM- Noon

5:00 PM-AA-LP
Pastors' Sabbath
5:00 PM – Dinner
Bell Host – All Saints

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
7:00 PM-AA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH

7

Fourth Sunday of Easter

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

8

9

10

11

12

13

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

8:00 AM – Men’s
Breakfast – Menzies
Residence

1:30 PM –Ladies Society
- LP

9:00 AM – Choir Practice
10:00 AM-Worship Service 5:30 PM – SLLC
& Communion
Board - CR
10:00 AM – Sunday School

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
5:00 PM-AA-LP

Pastors' Sabbath

4:30 – Property
Committee - CR

7:00 PM-AA-FH

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
7:15 PM – COG-CR

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

7:00 PM-AA-FH

14 Fifth Sunday of

15
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17
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20

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

8:00 AM-Meals on
Wheels Walk-a-thon

Easter / Mother’s Day
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR
9:00 AM – Choir Practice

4:30 PM – Finance
Committee – LP

5:00 PM-AA-LP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
6:30 PM – Council
Meeting - Classroom

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM – Sunday School

Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Deacon’s Collection
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

21

Sixth Sunday of Easter

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR
9:00 AM – Choir Practice
10:00 AM-Worship Service

22

23

24

25

26

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Ascension Day

11:30 AM-AA – FH

5:00 PM-AA-LP
Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-FH

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
Seventh Sunday of
Easter

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR
9:00 AM – Choir Practice
10:00 AM-Worship Service
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
Food Pantry Collection

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
7:00 PM – Eastern
Star - FH

Celebration Sunday

28

27

7:00 PM-AA-FH

29

30

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

OFFICE CLOSED
SLLC CLOSED

KEY:
FH – Fellowship Hall

Pastors' Sabbath
MEMORIAL DAY
11:00 – Ring Bell

31

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
LP

LP – Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Wanted and Needed
Sunday Ushers and Greeters

Wireless Guest
Account

Please sign up on the board

SSID: FCC Guests

Greeters are an important ministry
and create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members & visitors

Password: fcc189main

Spring Clean Up

Men’s Breakfast

Saturday 8:00 am

8:00 am

Enjoy!

See more Game Night Pictures on Page 7!

Financial Report
March 31, 2017

YTD

Member support:

$ 37,352

Scheduled w/d from trust
funds

$ 6,000

Other Income:

$ 5,257

Total Income:

$ 48,609

Total Expenses:

$ 50,295

Net:

$ - 1,686

May 6

th

Deacon’s Fund
$180 April

A list of small projects will be
provided, so come and pick
one of your choosing!
There will be snacks provided
and a light fellowship lunch
following.

Food Collection Sunday
May 28, 2017

Memorial Day Bell
Ringers are needed!

Your Generosity

The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:
Canned vegetables. Coffee.
Cat food. Canned fruit. Soups,
stews, canned meat (turkey,
chicken, ham, corned beef,
Spam). Canned or boxed
(complete) meals.

Monday, May 29th

Thank you!

Please let Pam in the office
know if you are able to help!

from

11:00 to 11:10 am
In observance of the
Memorial Procession
down Main Street

May 13 at the
Menzies Residence
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Sunday School Happenings:
Celebration Sunday Planned for May 21st!

Please join us on May 21st as we celebrate the end of another great year of
Sunday School! We hope to add some youthful fun to the service and some
yummy treats to coffee hour! We will recognize our teachers and our
students and this will be the last opportunity of the year to help our
students support Heifer Project International and get rid of some of that
heavy spare change by feeding their piggy banks!!

Looking for a Farm
This year the children are supporting Heifer Project International for their mission project. If
you know of any great local farms that we might be able to visit to get in the spirit of helping
others through the gifts of animals, please let any CE members know!

Looking towards the Fall
I know it feels as though spring has just barely arrived so it might be a bad time to mention that Fall is
just around the corner, but as usual, it will be here before we know it! If you have ever thought about
teaching or helping with Sunday School, we are looking to add some new faces so please talk to any
members of CE!! (Kim Smith, Linda Warden, Alice Muh, Wilma Weddington and Su Schott)
Fall will also bring the 4th Annual Riverwalk for MS on September 9! Over the next several months we will be
sharing lots of information on our MS Walk so all of you can help spread the word!! If you are on Facebook, please
like and share our posts on Littleton, NH Riverwalk for MS!! This year we are looking to add more meaning to our
walk. If you have any comments on past walks, have ideas for improvement or would like to help plan this years
walk, please share with any members of COG or CE!!
Our Walk began as a small thought…to support those within
our church community affected by MS by participating in a
walk in NH. We quickly realized that just within our small
CE committee, we could think of several people we cared
about who had been affected by MS. We also realized that
most MS walks in NH are not especially close to Littleton and
most are 5 miles. At the time, some of our Sunday School
students had pretty small legs! Our small thought grew into a
big idea- to start the RiverWalk for MS to support all those
within the Littleton Community who have MS or have friends
or loved ones with MS. We created a walk that is a short
circle, through the heart of Littleton so that as many people as
possible can participate. Our walk has been completed by
wheelchair and by stroller, by variety of ages, by people who
have MS, and by people struggling with other medical
conditions. We have exceeded lofty financial goals raising
over $2,000, over $3,000, and over $4,000 and we have made
each walk fun!
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Mission Spotlight
2017 Meals on Wheels Walkathon:
On Saturday, May 20, 2017, the Littleton Area Senior Center, on behalf of the Grafton County
Senior Citizens Council, will host the fifth annual Meals on Wheels Walkathon, starting at the
Littleton Area Senior Center, 77 Riverglen Lane in Littleton. Registration will open at 8:30 a.m. and
walkers will have the opportunity to fortify themselves for the walk with a pancake breakfast. The
walk will commence at 10:00 a.m. and alternative 1-mile and 3-mile routes are available. The event
will also feature entertainment and assorted vendors, plus a barbecue lunch to be served at the
conclusion of the walkathon. You can learn more about the Littleton Area Senior Center in last
month’s issue of Steeple Talk!
The Community Outreach Group and the mission committee will be working to organize a robust
complement of church members and friends to participate in the walk, donate and/or solicit
supporting pledges. Pledge sheets are available during Coffee Fellowship. For those who are
unable to participate, donations are always welcome; checks should be payable to “Littleton Area
Senior Center” and a notation of your affiliation with the church would be helpful.
Here’s what you missed last year!

The church breakfast table – please join us this year!

Dinner Bell
The Mission Committee is hosting the last Dinner Bell for the season for our church on May 2nd. There is a sign-up
sheet n the Ladies Parlor with a couple of empty slots. Please join us at the All Saints’ Church at 4:30pm to help serve
the meal. If you cannot make it, but want to donate food, you can drop it off at our church by 1:00 pm on Tuesday
and it will get delivered to All Saints. It is a worthwhile effort and a lot of fun giving back in the name of God and
building a real team approach with the other churches and civic organizations in our local community.

Strengthen the Church Special Offering – Pentecost Sunday, June 4th
Strengthen The Church (STC) is a special mission offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC. Shared at the
conference and national levels, STC largely supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in parts
of the country where the UCC voice has not been heard. As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways,
your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our
youth and young adults. There will be special envelopes in the bulletin for this offering. Thank you.
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NCA ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, May 7th

3:00 pm

You’re invited!
The Annual Meeting of the North Country Association is taking place at the
Lancaster Congregational Church ~ 142 Main St, Lancaster NH
We'll gather at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 7, for a brief business meeting followed by
Inspiring Worship and a presentation by Gerri Cannon speaking on Transgender concerns
in the church. The Lancaster congregation will provide a delicious Taco Meal for $7.00.
Please let me know if you plan to attend, so I can give them an idea how much food to prepare.
blessings,

david

Steeple Talk
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What are the Community Outreach Group and CE planning next?

Positively Pancakes!
A free pancake breakfast

June 10th
8

to coincide with Pollyanna Day
am to 10 am in the Fellowship Hall

Please join us for a fun start to your Day of Gladness!
Decorate a Pollyanna-style hat to wear at the 15th Anniversary Celebration Ceremony at
Pollyanna Gateway at 11 am or the many other happenings during the Festival of Gladness.
There will also be a table of gladness where you can write a cheery note to someone on a
Pollyanna postcard with stamp provided and other POSITIVELY fun giveaways. For ALL Ages!
Donations will be accepted, but are not necessary.

But a fun-filled morning like this needs your help! There will be a sign up soon for donations
of syrup, breakfast items and help on that morning. Please contact Pam in the office or Tim
Gould if you have any questions, ideas or if you already know how you may want to contribute.
TH

PLANNING MEETING ON THURSDAY MAY 11

in the Classroom @ 7:15 PM

COG and CE needs your help make POSITIVELY PANCAKES! a success

Thank you to everyone
who participated in the
last Game Night on
April 1st. 34 people
were in attendance!
We’ll be back with more
Game Nights in the Fall.
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OUR COMMUNITY
Are you looking for a wonderful way to provide a service for a child in need?

The Fresh Air Fund is seeking families willing to open their hearts and homes to New York City children
for one or two weeks this summer. Hosts may request a boy or girl between the ages of 7 and 12. As a volunteer
host family you will help a child enjoy the simple pleasures of a summer away from the hot city streets. Please
call Sally Sherrard at 444-2289 or visit www.freshairfund.org for more information.

May 20, 2017

LITTLETON OPERA HOUSE

1940’s Dance Event for ARMED FORCES DAY
HOSTED BY: First United Methodist Church

2 Union Street, Littleton, NH
TIME: 6:00 – 9:30 PM

Swing North Big Band

REFRESHMENTS: Sponsored by area restaurants

COST: $15.00/per single person $20.00/couple
Veteran’s Come for Free!
Proceeds go to the First UMC Veteran’s Ministry

You’re invited to dress in 1940’s attire!

Hope to see you there!
Tickets: Church office, Chamber of Commerce office, Office Supply

THANK YOU
To everyone who donated towards the
RANDOM ACT OF KINDESS effort!
Members of the COG served pizza, salad, water and
desserts to the LHS Drama Dept. on April 5th at
their dress rehearsal for their play, Go Vikings!
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
May
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

3rd
6th
8th
9th
9th
27th
28th
30th

23rd Dianne & Val Poulsen
26th Mary & Doug Menzies

Karen Lord
Dottie Sundman
Linda Warden
Cynthia Nielson
Rick Sundman
Ed Craxton
Judy Warden
Christine Sundman

June 1st

Reg & Emily LaFlam

I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the June issue is

Tuesday, May 30th!

June (preview)
1st
3rd

Thank you!
~ Pam Nute, editor

Ken Aldrich
Bob Muh

Summer Office Hours ~
Starting in May
Monday through Thursday 9am – 2pm
National Day of
Prayer ~ May 4th
Pastor Shannon of
the United Methodist
Church will be
delivering a short
prayer at the
Memorial at the Bank
of NH on Main St.
at noon.

Karen Carbonneau shows the Ladies Society the
new sign she made. It will be hung in the hall at
Horton Center camp in Gorham, NH with all the
other church banners. Thank you, Karen!

http://www.hortoncenter.org
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Lars Nielson
Vice Moderator: Tim Gould
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Judy Oleary
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Ann Craxton
Property Management: John Lofgren
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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