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pastor’s Message

Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” John 20:22

Thursday, April 24, 2014. | heard it was spittin’ snow this morning. | never
heard of that before | moved to New Hampshire—“spittin’ snow.” The Inuit have lots of
words for snow. When you consider how important snow is in the Inuit world, it's not
surprising they have a distinctive vocabulary for talking about snow. So, here in New
England, it was spittin’ snow this morning, and the wind was blowing something fierce.

The sign in front of the church says, “And there was LIFE!!! Hallelujah! Christ
is risen!” | put the message in lime green letters to celebrate the new life that’s starting
to appear at the tips of bare tree branches, in the sunny corner of the garden, and
along the edges of the woods where ice and snow still linger side by side with the
nitrogen-bright green leaves of spring. “Christ is risen!” we said it to one another on
Easter Sunday morning. “Christ is risen, indeed. Hallelujah!” we answered. Like the
Inuit people, Christians have distinctive ways of referring to the things that matter most
to us.

“Christ is risen!” the Easter people shout to one another as we arrive for
sunrise service. We shout it across the sanctuary, across the yard to our neighbor,
across Main Street. Across the years and across the continents, Christians have
shouted these words to one another on Easter morning: “Christ is risen!” “Christ is
risen, indeed. Hallelujah!”

I's one of those ways of speaking that makes a lot of sense to people who
share the amazing and wonderful story that gave rise to the language. But words like
this don’t do a thing for many, maybe most, of the people we interact with every day—
people who don’t already feel a warm sense of connection with the Christian story or
the church. I've been thinking about that, wondering what kind of language we could
use when we want to share the warmth, the kindness, the healing power, the sense of
belonging we feel in the church, with people for whom the language of church is odd,
unfamiliar, suspicious.

Maybe it's as simple as saying, “Good morning. I'm really glad to see you this
morning,” and really meaning it with all our heart. Or maybe, “I heard you talking about
your son’s knee surgery the other day. How’s he doing?” Or “I've been thinking about
you a lot here lately. How have things been?” and being prepared to listen, really listen
with open and loving hearts, as that person’s story unfolds.

We’re looking for ways to connect with people, without any kind of ulterior
motive. We're simply looking for ways of sharing the warmth of God’s love with people
around us who may not speak the language we’re familiar with. But the language of
caring is pretty universal. Inuit, Yankee, Christian or atheist—we all need someone to
show they care; we all respond when someone does. So I'm hoping we can all give
this a good try. Talk to people; take time to listen; let people know you care; then let
me know what happens. I’'m anxious to hear.

blessings,
david
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Shining Lights Learning Center

As May approaches, | am excited to say warm weastienally here. All of us here at Shining
Lights are enjoying the nice weather and the chance to get the children outside. We do hope
wonderful Easter. This May our preschoolers/Butterflies will be learning about-plras do they
need to gpw? The toddlers/Caterpillars will cover a unit on music and hope to make instrume

Our spring concert will be May 8his year. The children will sing a few songs and refreshmei
will be served in the hall after the performance. We are closéday 26" due to Memorial Day.

GUEST SPEAKER TO ADDRESS THE LADIES SOCIETY'S MAY MEETING

On May 14 at 1:30 p.mthe Ladies Society will welcome Keri Riley from White Mountain Mental Health
whose headquters are located on Maple Street here in Littleton. Keri is Director of Community Sup
and will speak about the three divisions of White Mourt&@mmmon Ground, Mental Health and
Community Support.

Visitors are welcome. Refreshments will beveerat 1:30 p.m. followed by Ms. Riley's presentation.
Please call Barbara at 44404 if you wish to attend.

Our April meeting consisted of speakers, Dave Coronato and Deanna Owen who spoke on LifeBridg
Coming off a successful fundraiser, Dave &®hnna enthusiastically shared the goals and work of
LifeBridge. The Mission Committee of our church supports this organization and the Ladies Society
donated a portion of their budget to show respect and support for this worthwhile group.

It's not ta early to think about the Ladies Society's annual event and all women are invited. The eve
rollicking fun as we enjoy variations of salads and follow it up with a Yankee Ssvegpt the New
Englander's way)The date is June 2nd at 6 pnfellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more information.
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“Classifieds and Notices”

Wanted and Needed
A Coffee
hosts
Please sign up on board in front
of church or call  Pat Whipple at
444 3376
Coffee Fellowship
is an important ministry and
create s a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

Fel | q

Also needed:
Ushers/Greeters

Life is not measured by
the number of breaths yo
take,

but by the moments that
take your breath away.

Explore the possibilities!

An invitation to join in
worship planning

V Do you have special m
you enjoy in whig?

V Do you have creative
ideas on how to preser
Godods holy

V Do you loveaditional
worshipgervices?

Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more
worship services.

Financial Report

March3l, 2014 YTD
Member suport: $ 42,276
Scheduled w/d from |$ 6,661
trust funds
Transfer from Mission| $
Capital Camg=und
Other income: $ 4,557
Total Income: $ 53,494
Total Expenses: $ 40,626
Net: $ 12,868

Food Collection Sunday -
April 27" & May 25th, 2014

The Food Cupboard suggests the

following items:

Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gel atins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dogand cat food- canned
and dry. Money for gift cards to
purchaseperishable items is
appreciated also. Thank you

I pray that you may be
active in sharing your
faith, so that you will
have a full
understanding of every
good thing we have in
Christ. Philemon 1:6

May Council
Meeting
May 20th
6:30 PM

Any member who would like
a copy of the March Council
meeting minutes can call the
office to request one

" Give the world the
best that you have to
offer and the best will

come back to you" o
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Mission Spotlight
E\ POtis

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARIN{&:members of the mission committee would like to
offer our deepest thanks to all who contributed to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering
over the last few weeks; contributions totaled $1,977, yet another record. Your remarkable
generosity will go a long way to - borrowing the words of Daniel Remich - “make some heart
lighter and somebody warmer or the world better”.

2014 MARCH FOR MEALSst a reminder: the Littleton Area Senior Center will host, on
behalf of the Grafton County Senior Citizens’ Council, the third annual March for Meals in
support of the Meals on Wheels program. Registration for this gentle 2.6 mile walk will
open at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 17 at the Littleton Area Senior Center on Riverglen
Lane. Sign up to walk and recruit donors to support you! Related activities to support the
Meals on Wheels program include: 1) pancake breakfast at the Littleton Area Senior Center,
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on May 17, $5.00 per person; 2) car wash at Lakeway Elementary
School hosted by LHS students; 2) Cut-A-Thon at Connie’s Creative Cuts on Wednesday,
May 14; 4) post-march barbecue at the senior center (free to walkers, charge for non-
walkers) which will feature a large salad buffet in conjunction with a “put your best dish
forward” culinary competition; 5) Dance at the Littleton Elks’ Lodge from 8:00 p.m. to
midnight on May 17, featuring music by the Radio Maniacs; doors open at 7:00 p.m., cash
bar and 50/50 raffle.

SAVE THE DATE!

MS WALK: LITTLETON
SEPTEMBER 14, 2014
SPONSORED BY:
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE

do it yourself »
f‘molrw.un% ’

A YEAR OF STEWARDSHIP
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CE Happenings

\,  We will be winding up the year in comfortable style o)
) Think Pajamas!

y * Please consider bringing a new pair of pajamas to church during anySxritiays in
May. The pajamas will be donated to DCYF (Division of Children, Youth, and
Families)

They can be any child, youth, or small adult sizes.
* On May 18", Celebration Sunday, Kids of all ages are invited torweeir pajamas to church!

S

a Celebration Sunday Lunch Exchange
A what? The Christian Education Committee thought we would try something a little different this
year so here is the plané May 18th we wed | ;
Following church, we will exchange lunches, Yankee Swap style. Drinks and desserts will be sold
for $1 with proceeds benefiting DCYF. I f you ha

please still come, just keep your own lunch!

Summer is Coming!!

* Vacation Bible Camp will be held the week of Jun&-18)" at Franconia Community Church
. Of Christ. Adults and youth are strongly encouraged to help out in this very important
ministry. Any help is greatly appreciated, whether ifdrea day or the week!! The children of
our church are strongly encouraged to attend the camp, which provides a great opportunity to
meet other children, learn about God, and have a little fun in the summer sun!! Please talk to any
members of the CE Camittee for more details! Also, Horton Center brochures will be mailed out to the
children of our church soon so check your mail boxes!

You have been Mugged!

The children have been working on putting together special welcome mugs for any first time
visitors. Each mug contains Davidés business card, a bookmark from the children, a bookmark with
the books of the bible, a candle and a granola bar from the Land of Milk and Honey. Theideaisthat
new friends will be iMugged!d Old friends are encouraged to purchase a mug for just $10. Money
from mug sales will go towards buying more mugs for new friends in the future!

Thanks to all who attended and/or helped with the Palm Sunday Brunch. Special thanks to Art Hunt
for donating the maple syrup. Thanks to the Palm Sunday Brunch a total of $616.10 will be

donated to Meals on Wheels. The Sunday School had said that they would give matching funds from
their mission monies.



Life’s Weaving

My life is but a weaving between my God and me;
I may not choose the colors, He knows what they should be;
For He can view the pattern upon the upper side,
While | can see it only on this, the underside.

Sometimes He weaveth sorrow, which seemeth strange to me;
But | will trust His judgment, and work on faithfully;
‘Tis He who fills the shuttle, He knows just what is best;
So | shall weave in earnest and leave with Him the rest.

At last, when life is ended with Him | shall abide,
Then | may view the pattern upon the upper side;
Then | shall know the reason why pain with joy entwined,
Was woven in the fabric of life that God designed.

Submitted by Carol-Ann Blake

E o e o

Bob Warden and Ginger Miller’s tortoise Ginger Miller and Linda Warden



Jackie Allison, Curran Smith, Kate Williamson and Oriah Glynn
Giving a donation to Second Chance Animal Rescue

First Congregational Church of Littleton:

A LOVING COMMUNITY IN CHRIST
Our Vision is:

1 To offer worship that cel esuvusadbeisg God
that love into our daily lives.
1 To engage people of all ages and at all stages of their spiritual
journeys in Christian faith formation.
| To serve the community with compassionate hearts in the name of
God.
1 To be intentional and consistent in our support and care for each
other.
1 To be Iliving examples of Godds | ove

through Jesus Christ.

R e o e T

| can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13




Pictures taken during the Easter Season by Linda Warden

Some very happy people from our congregation
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Su Schott Mission trip to El Salvador

Going to El Salvador was totally selfish on my part. Too much time had passed since | had
been immersed in a Spanish speaking culture, enabling my mind to NOT translate but to
comprehend. Good reasons, a mortgage to pay, daughter in college, never the time, nor
money.

When the plans of the mission trip came to my attention at Bishop Brady, there were 20
plus students interested in the trip as well as parents. The school was already obligated for
another teacher to go. | attended some organizational meetings but the quota was filled with
students and the last thing | wanted to do was replace a student so | bowed out. | can't
afford it anyhow | said to myself in order to mitigate my disappointment.

It was prior to Christmas when | got an email asking if | was still interested. Due to gang
violence in the area, some families had opted out. Also due to security, the decision had
been made to limit the size of the group. | became number 24 in a group of the same
number. This would be my Christmas present to myself and more. This is when my mission
education began, fundraising for the supplies to build the house, and to support the mission
of Epilogos (the NH based organization) in the town of San Jose Villanueva. My church family,
| thank you for your donations which made considerable impact.

Long story short................ February 20 we left and returned March 1. With good
connections it is a long day's travel from Concord, NH to the village in El Salvador. Upon our
arrival, we visited the home the students had worked on the prior year. The students had not
finished it but now it was complete. The family had a celebration, the first birthday, of their
home which they planned to celebrate with this group. The cake alone probably represented
several days of income. This was my first indication of the level of gratitude felt by these
people.

We then went to the site where we would build the house this year, and met the family
and the clerk of the works, Chepe. He directs the construction of the homes with those who
come to help. The site barren except a shack, wooden frame covered by black plastic, an
open water source covered by a metal roof and a newly constructed latrine in the back of
the property (but not yet functional.) . Quick visit and introductions, we would return in the
morning, 8:00 is the time stated. We are then off to a restaurant, located in the village
which literally is the backyard of another family helped by Epilogos. We shared the
Salvadoran staple "pupusas”. It is ground corn cooked on a griddle, a thick tortilla. It can be
flavored with beans or cheese, or a combination thereof. It is usually served with a cabbage
(coleslaw type) condiment which we were told not to partake as it was not cooked, just
marinated. This was the mantra of food in El Salvador: "not peeled, not boiled, not eaten"-
especially by not natives! This was Friday, our first day in El Salvador. The pollution is
rampant, trash is everywhere and in the best of intentions, many people burn it and the
smoke of burning garbage fills the air. | quickly learned to cover my nose with a freshly
sanitized hand whenever we passed by a water body.

Saturday, we arrive late the village and then walk the mile plus to our site but attitudes
are upbeat. We have to learn to anticipate the needs of the construction site when it is all
hand labor, moving 300 lb concrete pillars and leveling them, mixing the concrete to secure
them into place, physically moving earth and concrete blocks into place as directed by
Chepe, with plum bob and level. Before noon it is 90 degrees plus: the students switch off
frequently to rest in very limited shade while the Salvadorans
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Su Schott Mission trip to El Salvador (continued)

take a water break in 30 seconds and continue on. Part of my job is to watch and see what
Chepe is doing and to anticipate what he needs next of the manual labor force. We have
tepid water to drink and you have to drink to keep hydrated.

Slowly, but surely, we all learn how to place and level concrete pillars, 3 foot
cinderblocks which tongue and groove into the pillars. At the site, we use a tripod to lift
the cinderblocks and to slide them into place where ladders do not reach. For some students
the job is interacting with the children. Play games, draw pictures, put on sparkle nail
polish, all novelties. Others spent time at a clinic and the local school. All labor is hand, or
manual labor. (By the way, "mano" is the Spanish word for hand, for your next trivia
challenge). My personal choice is the construction of the home and | try to be there each
day, although the assignments do vary. | spend 3 days at the house site: leaving one
afternoon (grudgingly) to supervise our students at the school. | so want to see this house
built! After day 3, we go into the capital for an educational experience. It is a lesson of
the sad recent history of El Salvador and the unfortunate US contribution to it. Upon our
return, the roof is on the house! Day five, we finish some half walls and prepared for the
cement floor which would follow. It, to me, really seemed completed.

Somewhere in here, this week was also the experience of Sunday Mass, a 7 mile walk to
an adjoining town which has no electric facilities but there, we had an amazing lunch at a
restaurant where they have a cooperative fish hatchery and pond. | hiked to see Maya
(actually pre-Maya) hieroglyphs carved into an escarpment long before Columbus set sail for
the new World. In this town, Los Naranjos, Epilogos is planning to bring electricity. The
government will run the lines to the town and each home. Epilogos will electrify each home
with one central light and one outlet. To make this possible, the people of this town have
literally paved, part of the road to their town. One stone at a time, on the very steep
ascent which would otherwise be washed out twice a year by the rains. Cobble stones dug
from the volcanic earth which abides in and creates El Salvador.

The reliance and perseverance of these people is amazing. | am still processing what |
experienced there. The poverty, the pollution, social inequities, the hope, the belief, the
smiles, and the gratitude for what | consider essential things. | have been asked many
times will you go back? God willing, | will.

Many thanks to the people who made this trip possible.
Su Schott

Added words from Pat Whipple - if you ever get a chance to go on a mission trip, make sure
you do. | have been to Puerto Rico 3 times and have been to West Virginia once. | also
went to Israel in 2000. What a rewarding experience. The group that you go with become
part of your family and when you each travel home after the trip is over, it is almost like a
death in the family, as you really miss these people that you have lived with for a week or
two.
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