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I went hiking yesterday with my friends from Adaptive Sport. We walked
around the lake up at Crawford Notch, the Highland Center. The sun was out; I
unbuttoned my coat half way around; by the time we came out of the woods, I was
carrying my hat. It was glorious. I know Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow on
Groundhog Day and went back into his house, but, as I was walking around the lake,
with the sun bright and warm in the sky, I couldn’t help wondering why in the world
we “Live Free or Die” folks would feel at all obliged to accept the gloomy predictions
of a Pennsylvania groundhog.
On February second (I took note), it was overcast all day here in the North
Country. No groundhog saw its shadow here (I checked). So I’m persuading myself
that we don’t have to wait, that spring is here, and I’m happily dancing a jig in the
mud at the edge of the swiftly receding snow.
And then I remember, “Oh yeah, it’s Lent.” I don’t know about you, but I’m
having a hard time getting myself into a Lenten state of mind. It’s true, I’ve been
enjoying some contemplative times here lately, times of prayer by myself or with
friends. There’s a small group of us who gather over at All Saints Episcopal Church on
Tuesday mornings at 11:00 a.m. for a time of contemplative prayer. You’d be
welcome to join us.
And I’ve been thinking a good bit about the many ways I neglect my spiritual
life, and the painful, destructive things I can do when I ignore my soul’s deepest
needs. The other day in church, we read about Noah’s flood, how the chaos that was
there before creation (tohu v’bohu) came back and nearly swallowed creation whole.
It started me thinking about the chaos inside, that wants to rise up and swallow me
and how I depend on a strong relationship with God to keep it at bay. So I really do
very much want to nurture my relationship with the Creator. I want to keep my
friendship with Jesus very active. I want to let the Holy Spirit flow into my life, and
out again to bless the world around me.
So here in Lent, I’ve taken on a couple of disciplines—one thing I’ve decided
to do and one I’ve decided to do without. It helps me remember where we are in the
year, but more than that, it helps me remember where I am in the scheme of
things—I am God’s beloved child, a creature made in the image of God, not God. I’m
not the creator; I’m not the boss, not the ruler of the universe; I am a vessel, a
channel through whom God wants to pour compassionate justice into the world.
What could possibly be more inviting, more exciting, more filled with joy?
It’s forty-four degrees outside. The sun is bright in the sky. An hour ago, I
stood in the parking lot behind the Ink Pot and watched the sunlight bouncing
playfully off the rushing waters of the Ammonoosuc. I’ve declared that
Punksutawney Phil may speak for Pennsylvania, but not for the North Country. I
bathe my soul in the holy gift of springtime (even if it doesn’t last). I revel in Lent, in
the days of disciplined remembering of who I am, and who I am not. Thanks be to
God for lengthening days and the gift of abundant life.
blessings,

david
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Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
1

KEY:

Friday

Saturday

2
WORLD
3
DAY OF PRAYER

11:30 AM-AA - FH

FH – Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA – FH

LP – Ladies Parlor

Boy Scout Troop –
LP/FH

Eve. – Boy Scout
Troop arrives - LP

CR - Classroom

7:00 PM-AA-FH

4 Third Sunday of Lent 5
8:00 AM – Boy Scout
Troop departs – LP

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6
11:30 AM-AA - FH

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

9

11:30 AM-AA – FH

10

11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH

12

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

13

10:00 AM – Sunday School

5:30 PM – SLLC
BOD & CE following

11:30 AM-AA - FH

4:30 PM – Finance 10:00 AM-Worship Service LP

14
11:30 AM-AA - FH

15
11:30 AM-AA – FH

16

5:00 PM-AA - LP
6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

Pastors' Sabbath

7:15 PM – COG –
CR

7:00 PM-AA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH

19

20

21

Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

17

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Deacon’s Collection

18 Fifth Sunday of

8:00 AM - Men’s
Breakfast – Krill
Residence

5:00 PM – Property
– CR

Pastors' Sabbath

Lent

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

8

6:30 PM-Choir Practice6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP LP

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

11 Fourth Sunday of

11:30 AM-AA – FH

5:00 PM-AA – LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
and communion
10:00 AM – Sunday School

7

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

22
11:30 AM-AA – FH

23

24

11:30 AM-AA – FH

5:00 PM-AA - LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP

6:30 PM – Council CR
Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

One Great Hour of Sharing
Special Mission Offering

25 Palm Sunday
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

26
11:30 AM-AA - FH

27
11:30 AM-AA - FH

10:00 AM-Worship Service

Food Pantry Collection

11:30 AM-AA – FH
5:00 PM-AA - LP

10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:30 AM – CE Cake Walk
– FH

28

Pastors' Sabbath

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

7:00 PM – Eastern
Star - FH

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP

7:00 PM-AA-FH

29

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
11:30 AM-AA – FH

30

31

GOOD FRIDAY
11:30 AM-AA – FH
SLLC Closed

6:30 PM 7:00 PM – Maundy
Thursday service-LP Ecumenical Good
Friday Service – The
Shared Ministry,
Lisbon (White
Church)

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Wanted and Needed

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Financial Report
January 31, 2018

YTD

Member support:

$ 22,557

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 2,336
475

Sunday Ushers and Greeters
Coffee Fellowship hosts
Please sign up on the board
Coffee Fellowship and Greeters
are an important ministry and
create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am
March 10th
Krill Residence

SNEAK PEAK for April!
April showers bring …

Other Income:

$

Total Income:

$ 25,368

Total Expenses:

$ 25,547

Yes! Plans are underway for a Church Supper on
Saturday, April 14th in the fellowship hall

Net:

$ - 179

Information on how you can support will be available soon!

Chicken ‘n Biscuits!!??

Last Minute

Easter Lily Orders

Daylight Savings Time
Begins

The Office Emergency Food
Cupboard is in need of the
following items:

To Glenda Iles 444-5336

March 11th

$15.00 ea

SPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR!

Canned Fruit, Coffee, Snacks,
Salad Dressing, small
containers of condiments.

Please make all checks payable
to: “Cherry Blossom”

Food Collection Sunday
March 25, 2018

Thank you!
Thank you to Reg LaFlam for
delivering extras to All Saints church
every month!

By Friday, March 9th
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Summary of the Annual Meeting held Sunday, February 11th

The 215th Annual Meeting of the church began as
usual with worship, continued with a business
session in the Fellowship Hall, and concluded with
a potluck luncheon. There were more than the
required 25 members present for a quorum. No one
offered any changes to the 214th Annual Meeting
minutes and so were approved.
Pastor Weddington presented his report “Be still. Be
still and know that I am God”. Pastor David
acknowledged there is a lot going on in the church
and world and often asks himself, “What is the new
shape going to be? I want to know.” The
congregation is changing as new members join with a
different range of feelings and others depart; it is no
surprise it is not clear what to do. It is important to be
together and make connections. It is a busy and
active group of people here who are finding ways of
getting out there and meeting new people. There is
good news to share. Please join him in a time of
stillness to listen, reflect and let God be God.
Ken Kinder of Stifel Nicolaus presented the
financial report of the Trust Funds. He reported that
the fund started at $317K at the start of the year and
after returning excess money from the checkbook
from 2016 to the trust and taking out the monthly
draw (a net of $18K) ended at $357K, a gain of
18%. The structure of the investments are
diversified with many high quality stocks, prudent
for the church to own, and perfectly positioned to
weather any storm.

regularly attending (which will include asking those who
want to remain on the rolls, but do not regularly attend,
pay for their own dues).
Melissa Kam, director of Shining Lights, told the
congregation that the center is participating in Licensed
Plus 2.0 Pilot Program, a higher level of program quality
standards, and only one of 17 centers in the state and the
only one in the north country. Bob Iles spoke about the
need to expand the space for the preschoolers in order to
expand the much needed toddler “feeder program”.
The chair, Tim Gould, of the Community Outreach
Group, recognized the members of COG and then
thanked everyone in the congregation for the
exceptional level of support the group receives.
John Lofgren, chair of the Property Committee
reported that there were a few issues coming up that
everyone should know about. After the big storm,
siding on the steeple, high up, needs repair. While
still in this inspection stage, roof replacement is also
being considered because of its age. John thought
the congregation should start thinking about a capital
campaign to fund these projects. The committee is
also looking into setting up a fuel co-op with other
Littleton churches for the 2018-2019 season.
Everyone enjoyed a pot luncheon following, organized
by Judy Oleary.

Dudley Bailey, Treasurer, was not able to attend the
meeting. Joyce Krill, assistant, reported 99% of
projected income was received. Expenses were less
than budgeted. The 2018 budget was approved with
little discussion.
Discussion took place regarding concern that the number
of members being reported for association dues
outnumbered the amount of members who regularly
attend. Bob Muh reported that the last comprehensive
roll membership review was done in 2008 where letters
were sent to members who did not attend regularly
asking if they wanted to remain a member, resign or be
dismissed. Judy Warden made a motion to study the
current membership and to send letters to those not

The officers approved for 2018: Lars Nielson, Moderator;
Tim Gould, Vice-Moderator; Dudley Bailey Treasurer and
Trustee of the Trust Fund; and Joyce Krill, Assistant
Treasurer.
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Sunday School Happenings:
Palm Sunday Cake Walk Planned to Benefit the
Shining Lights Community!!
This month our focus is on our neighbors downstairs,
Shining Lights!! Shining Lights is a very special
mission of the church, as we gift the children a
space to grow and learn in a loving community. While we share a space, it
is not often that members of the church and the families of Shining Lights
have an opportunity to interact. We hope that our Palm Sunday Cake Walk
will allow members of our two very special communities to have a little fun
together and raise some money!! Shining Lights Families will be asked to
sign up to make cakes. If any church families would like to contribute a
cake or other fun dessert, please talk to a member of CE. We hope that we
can all come and walk to the walk together so get those dollars ready and
prepare to have some fun! 😊

New this year: A cupcake walk for our younger guests! Younger
children will be invited to walk the cake walk for free! When their
number is called they can select an undecorated cupcake. They will
then take their cupcake over to our decorating table where they can
create away!!

Noah’s Ark Themed Easter Egg Hunt – A gift from our CE
Children to our Shining Lights Children
This year our Sunday School Children have been learning about
Jesus. We have been in search of ways the children can “Live Like
Jesus” right here in our community. During the month of March the
children will have the opportunity to show God’s Love to the
children of Shining Lights by preparing a Noah’s Ark Themed Easter
Egg Hunt. Each child will get a picture with an empty Ark. They
will then seek out color coded eggs in our Sanctuary with stickers of
Noah and an assortment of animals. Each child will then receive a
small Easter chocolate for completing their Ark!
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18th
Special Envelopes will be provided
More than we can imagine
One Great Hour is a Christian effort to empower, provide water, supply food, and give relief from disasters.

Water Projects:

Hunger Relief:

Disaster Relief:

Empowerment:

We currently have projects
in over 20 countries.

See how we are feeding
the hungry all over the world.

Not just immediate responses,
but long-term commitment.

Helping men and women
provide for their families.

.

*************************************************************************
Thank you to the Random Act of Kindness Angel
(pictured right) and everyone who made/brought
something in for the COG’s effort on Valentine’s Day!!
Linda and Bob Warden delivered wonderfully filled
boxes to the Dept. of Transportation sheds in Littleton
and the Littleton Public Works Town Garage.

Steeple Talk
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Holy Week Activities
First Congregational Church of Littleton
189 Main Street ~ Littleton, NH

Please join us
March 25 at 10 am
Palm Sunday Worship Service
Location: Sanctuary
Children are welcome to join us for Sunday school.
Everyone meets in the Sanctuary at 10 am and the
children follow the teachers to the classroom
following children’s time.

Palm Sunday
Cake Walk
March 25th
11:30 am
Fellowship Hall
More information on page 5!

March 29 at 7:00 pm
Maundy Thursday Service
Location: Ladies Parlor
We’ll retell the story of Jesus’ last Passover Meal with
his disciples. (The pastor will be there by 6:30, in case
you’d like to come for some quiet time before the
service.) We’ll share the sacred meal with one
another; we’ll let ourselves experience the growing
darkness as Jesus, the Light of the World, breathes his
last.
March 30 at 6:30 pm

No one has greater love than this,
to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.
~John 15:13

Ecumenical Good Friday Worship Service
Location: Shared Ministry of Lisbon (White Church)
The ministers of local churches will lead worship.
There’ll be a combined choir. It will be a different
sort of service, helping us to reflect on the wondrous
love Jesus showed us on Good Friday.
April 1 at 10 am
Easter Sunday Intergenerational Worship Service
Location: Sanctuary
Contact us by phone: 603-444-3376
email: fstcong@myfairpoint.net
website: www.1stconglittleton.org
First Congregational Church of Littleton, NH

The ecumenical choir on 2-11-2018
in Bethlehem
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Littleton United Methodist Church
Main St., Littleton, NH

Annual Lenten Chowder Luncheons
Every Friday until March 23rd
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Fish or Corn Chowder
Delicious Sandwiches ~ Homemade pies
Free Delivery!
Fridays call your orders to 444-5567 or
493-9934 between 7:30 - 10:00 for Delivery.
After 10:00 is pickup only

Open Minds * Open Hearts * Open Doors
Great Social Event ~ Fun for all ages

********************************
We, the Fresh Air volunteers for this area, are hoping
to recruit more volunteer hosts this summer so that
more low-income NYC children are able to enjoy a one
week vacation to our beautiful area.
Are you looking for a way to turn your faith into action? In
1877, the Reverend Willard Parsons, a minister of a small,
rural parish in Sherman, Pennsylvania, asked members of his
congregation to become volunteer host families for children
who were growing up in New York City tenements. This
simple idea has remained the same ever since!
By hosting a Fresh Air child, you are opening your hearts
and homes to share the joys of summer in your community.
Here is a short link about the program:
https://youtu.be/3BracxrNU_4
For more information: freshair.org or call Kathy Bales,
area chair 802.748.3742or Sally Sherrard at
sallyjsherrard@gmail.com (Littleton area chair)

Hosting of the next
Dinner Bell is May 1st
Judy Oleary will be providing
more details of what is needed
as we get closer to the date ~
look for the sign up poster in the
Ladies Parlor!

Steeple Talk
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
March
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

6th
9th
23rd
23rd
25th

28th Judy& Ed Warden
22nd Alison & Ron Bolt

Elizabeth Edney
Glenda Iles
Tim Clark
Pam Nute
Roberta Lavoie

April (preview)
2nd
9th
13th

I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the April issue is:

Tuesday, March 27th!
~ Pam Nute, editor

Meaghan Clark
Bob Oleary
Curran Smith

Thank you
to everyone
who donated and/or participated in the February 17th

Community Breakfast
Many attended and after expenses, there was $268
collected in donations!

Page 7

First Congregational Church, UCC
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561
Return Service Requested

STEEPLE TALK
MARCH 2018

Steeple Talk
A newsletter of the
First Congregational
Church of Littleton

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Lars Nielson
Vice Moderator: Tim Gould
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Linda Warden
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: John Lofgren
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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