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So here we are again. It’s Wednesday morning. Ash Wednesday, the
beginning of Lent. It’s kind of gray outside. Snow piles still melting slowly. Lots of
grassy patches. Another winter is fading into the lengthening days of spring.
That’s what the word “Lent” means, oddly enough. It refers to the lengthening of
days of Spring (in the old Anglo Saxon language, the word was “lencten” and the
season of lengthening days was “lenctentyd”). So the Lenten-tide is the season of
growing sunshine, increasing brightness, resurgence of life, the sap rising in the
trees and in our creaky old human bones (to those who aren’t old enough to
identify with a reference to creaky old bones, I say, “Good for you. Enjoy it while
you can”).
And here in the season of lenctentyd—of lengthening days and rising sap;
when wintery spirits are starting to thaw; and the crocuses are stirring beneath the
snow; and the wild-child within us is waking up; and that patch of bare earth in the
dooryard looks like a great place to dance in the moonlight—here in this season of
promise, of brightness and beauty we turn our attention to fasting, to solemn
contemplation, to ashes and repentance.
It seems kind of counterintuitive, doesn’t it? Tonight we’ll get together in
the Ladies’ Parlor and we’ll ponder our rocks, the burdens we bear—heavy
burdens of guilt, resentment, unhealthy habits, self-centered fear—we’ll ponder
these heavy burdens and then we’ll lay them down—well, at least we’ll
acknowledge the possibility of laying them down; we’ll go through the motions of
laying them down, and as we do, we’ll be practicing. We’ll practice the fine art of
laying our rocks, our heavy burdens, down at the foot of Jesus’ cross, and walking
away without them. Maybe, if we’re very skillful, we might leave them there long
enough to get ourselves home, where, more than likely, we’ll discover that we
have snuck away when we weren’t looking and retrieved every one of those heavy
burdens. It turns out, painful as they are, they’re ours, and we don’t let go easily of
what belongs to us. Letting go of our heavy burdens isn’t easy. It takes practice.
Maybe that’s why we have a season of Lent instead of just a day. Maybe
that’s why we choose something special to do or to refrain from doing during Lent,
so that every time we reach for that coffee cup and remember we’re not drinking
coffee during Lent, every time we start to walk by the homeless guy and we
remember that, during Lent, we were going to look him in the eye and say
“hello”—every time we remember our Lenten discipline, we get another chance to
check our pockets and see if we’ve picked up any of our usual rocks since the last
time we looked. And we can practice removing them, one more time, and laying
them down at the cross of Jesus. And then, maybe, just because of our practice of
repentance, our practice of turning, again and again, away from our dead-end
habits and toward the new life Jesus offers, we’ll discover that new life, new hope,
new joy is growing in us, is breaking the hard frozen earth and rising in glory to
shine with the love of God in everything we say and do. Wouldn’t that be just
wonderful? I think so. Let’s practice new freedom together, dear friends, one day
at a time. Happy Lent!
blessings,

david
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Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00
p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
1

KEY:
FH – Fellowship Hall
LP – Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom
5 First Sunday of Lent 6
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

8

9

10

11

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

8:00 AM - Men’s
Breakfast – Fellowship
Hall, hosted by Tim
Gould

6:30 PM – Council CR

5:00 PM-AA – LP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
Pastors' Sabbath

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
7:00 PM-AA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH

14

15

16

17

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

10:00 AM – Sunday School

5:30 PM – SLLC
BOD & CE following

4:30 PM – Finance 10:00 AM-Worship Service LP

11:30 AM – Exploring Holy
Scripture - CR

Saturday

11:30 AM-AA - FH

5:00 PM-AA - LP

1:30 PM – Ladies
Society - LP

12 Second Sunday of 13

11:15 AM – Mardi Paws
Celebration - LP

Friday
3
WORLD
4
DAY OF PRAYER

7

10:00 AM – Sunday School

11:30 AM – Exploring Holy
Scripture - CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

2

7:00 PM-Ash
Wednesday Service-LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
and communion

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

ASH
WEDNESDAY

5:00 PM-AA - LP

18

4;30 PM – Property
– CR

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:15 PM – COG –
Dunkin Donuts @
Walmart

7:00 PM-AA-FH

Deacon’s Collection

19 Third Sunday of

20

21

22

23

24

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

25

5:00 PM-AA - LP

10:00 AM-Worship Service
6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP

10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:30 AM – Exploring Holy
Scripture - CR

26 Fourth Sunday of

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
Pastors' Sabbath

7:00 PM-AA-FH

27

28

29

30

31

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Lent
9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR
10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:30 AM – Exploring Holy
Scripture - CR
One Great Hour of Sharing
Special Mission Offering

Food Pantry Collection

7:00 PM-AA-FH

5:00 PM-AA - LP
Pastors' Sabbath

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP

7:00 PM – Eastern
Star - FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Wanted and Needed

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Sunday Ushers and Greeters
Coffee Fellowship hosts

Men’s Breakfast

Please sign up on the board

8:00 am

Coffee Fellowship and Greeters
are an important ministry and
create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

Financial Report
January 31, 2017

$ 13,270

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 2,000

Other Income:

$

$ 16,918

Total Expenses:

$ 16,778

Net:

March 12th
SPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR!

1,648

Total Income:

$ 140

Food Collection Sunday
March 26, 2017
The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:
Soups, stews, coffee, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam). Canned
meals (ravioli, spaghetti, etc.).
Tissues. Dry cereals, snacks,
crackers and canned fruit.

Thank you
Thank you to Reg LaFlam for
delivering extras to All Saints church
every month!

Hosted by Tim Gould
Daylight Savings Time
Begins

YTD

Member support:

March 11 in the
Fellowship Hall

A fun time was had by the
Smith Family at Game Night on
February 4th!
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Summary of the Annual Meeting held Sunday, February 12th

The 214th Annual Meeting of the church began as usual
with worship, continued with a business session in the
Fellowship Hall, and concluded with a potluck luncheon.
There were more than the required 25 members present
for a quorum. Ann Craxton, Moderator, thanked
everyone for staying for the meeting. No one offered
any changes to the 213th Annual Meeting minutes and so
were considered approved.
Pastor Weddington presented his report and felt he got to
be Isaiah of Babylon by bringing good news. Though
there have been losses over the past year, he has been
feeling that we are now in a time of hearing good news and
feeling hopeful. There is a lot to share and celebrate! He
also shared that others tell him that they feel energy
radiating from this church: warmth, healing and caring,
and, that prayer work helps to ground us in our faith.
Dudley Bailey, Treasurer reported that overall, the year
ended well with 97% in pledge performance and overall
income down only $2,700. Expenses were down and a
special thanks to the Property Committee for
maintaining costs. They were able to transfer $8,000
back to the Trust. After review of the 2017 expense
budget, Ann reported that the $24,000 Trust draw is to
meet the expenses in 2017. This number fluctuates from
year to year depending on pledges and if the market
holds, this system does fine.

The updated By-Laws were approved. The main
difference is that the new version is less specific and
more flexible with updated language which serves the
current situation in regards to Articles 7 & 8 which
pertain to the terms limits and the number of people on
committees.
The chair, Tim Gould, of the Community Outreach
Group, gave a spirited report about their efforts during
the year. After recognizing the members of COG, he
said they are hoping other church members will
participate in proposed activities and bring friends to the
church, this in an effort to share God’s love within the
community. A COG PowerPoint presentation ran during
the pot-luck luncheon and it was suggested it be
presented before a worship service sometime in the near
future for all to see.
The Nominating report was presented by Lars Neilson,
Vice Moderator. Lars explained that the process has
changed over the past four or five years. There is no
committee really; a committee finds its own
replacements and chair and Lars felt this was a better
system as it created feelings more like a calling than an
assignment.

Ken Kinder from Stifel Nicholaus was unable to attend
the meeting, but sent a letter of summary to the
congregation. Copies were available for all. The Trust
started with a balance of $314,413 for the year and ended
$3,000 higher after taking out a total of $21,400 for the
monthly draw and $4,400 for a new boiler for the
fellowship hall. The 6% guide for the monthly draw was
within this range at 4.25% vs. 7% last year. It was a
mediocre year in the market. After the finance committee
met with Ken Kinder in September, it was decided that
the risk level would remain at a four (out of 10).
Discussion took place regarding the importance of missions
and helping those less fortunate (especially the elderly); and
it seemed to one member of the congregation that objective
has become less significant over the years with focus
narrowed. It was decided that $600 from the Caroline
Kilburn fund would be transferred for allocation to the NC
Home Health & Hospice agency in 2017. Wilma
Weddington also expressed her concern over the lack of care
and services to the elderly in the state of NH and expressed
the need to look at the bigger picture.

The officers approved for 2017: Lars Nielson,
Moderator; Tim Gould, Vice-Moderator; Dudley
Bailey Treasurer and Trustee of the Trust Fund; and
Joyce Krill, Assistant Treasurer.
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BACK BY POPULAR
DEMAND!!
The Community Outreach Group would like to invite you and your family to
Game Night in the Ladies Parlor
4pm to 7pm on Saturday, April 1st (no joke!)
Bring something to share if you’d like (but not required) a true Pot Luck.
Games are provided or bring your favorite games to play with others
There is no charge and bringing a friend strongly encouraged!

A great time was
had on February 4th
at the last game
night!

*******************************************************************************************
COG is also hosting a rehearsal dinner for the Littleton High School Drama Dept. again this
year for their Spring production on

Wednesday, April 5th for 50 people!
Please help with this Random Act of Kindness
We will be serving Pizza, 1 big simple salad, water and hand-held desserts.
There is sign-up sheet with instructions on how you can help at Fellowship on Sundays.
Thank you for your consideration!

Thursday, Friday, or Saturday (April 6, 7 & 8) at 7:30 PM
Matinee, Saturday, at 2:00 PM.
Littleton High School
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SUNDAY, MARCH 26th
Special Envelopes will be provided

One Great Hour of Sharing ~ Special Offering
1. What is One Great Hour of Sharing®?
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to people in 138 countries. The UCC works with
international partners to provide sources of clean water and food, education and health care, small business
micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also
supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response.
2. How is the United Church of Christ's offering used?
More than 60 percent of the UCC's offering supports international development initiatives, including annual
support for missionaries. Currently there are 7 OGHS supported missionaries and 2 Global Mission Interns
working in disaster relief, health care, education, and agricultural development. The offering funds disaster
preparedness and response, and disaster related volunteer initiatives in the U.S.
3. Where are OGHS funds shared?
The United Church of Christ responds to development, disaster, and refugee needs in 138 countries, and provides
disaster relief and immigration assistance in the United States.
4. What percentage of OGHS donations are used directly for mission?
On average, of every dollar given to One Great Hour of Sharing, 91 cents is used directly for mission
programming; 5 cents for interpretation materials and 4 cents for administrative costs which include program
monitoring and evaluation (for accountability). Most administrative costs are paid by gifts to Our Church's Wider
Mission National Basic Support and endowment funds.

Hosting of the next Dinner Bell is May 2nd
Judy Oleary will be giving more details of what is needed
as we get closer to the date!
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Page 7
Join the
Celebration!

Mardi Paws
March 12, 2017
Coffee Hour

The Sunday School Children are collecting items on the above lists to help out local pets. (Please stick to the lists or money as
space is limited and pets are on particular diets). In exchange for you kindness, join us for some Mardi Gras style fun!

YOU'RE INVITED TO JOIN OUR ADULT BIBLE STUDY DURING LENT
We're going to be meeting for a time of reading and exploring Holy Scripture
on the Sundays during the Season of Lent (March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2 and 9).
We'll gather at 11:30 in the Sunday School Room off the Choir Room
to reflect on the Scripture Readings for the coming Sunday.
We'll be following a practice called Lectio Divina (Sacred Reading)-not an analytical reading so much as a prayerful reading, each of us opening our hearts to receive the special
gift Holy Spirit wants to offer us through our pondering of these precious words today.
I'm hoping we can also do some journaling of our thoughts and feelings
during the week as we ponder these readings at home, I'll have some blank notebooks available but feel free to
bring your own if you have one you'd like to use.

You can find the readings for each Sunday at the following websites:
www.lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu
or www.ucc.org/worship_samuel
You might want to read them ahead of time; you might want to do some journaling, or not. Feel free
to come whenever you can. I'm looking forward to time together, opening our hearts to the Spirit of
God through the gift of the Word in this Holy Season of Lent.
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Littleton United Methodist Church
Main St., Littleton, NH

Annual Lenten Chowder Luncheons
Every Friday from March 3rd – April 7th
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Fish or Corn Chowder
Delicious Sandwiches ~ Homemade pies
Free Delivery!
Fridays call your orders to 444-5567 or
493-9934 between 7:30 - 10:00 for Delivery.
After 10:00 is pickup only

Open Minds * Open Hearts * Open Doors
Great Social Event ~ Fun for all ages

We are in desperate need of more
volunteer advocates!
Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA) of NH
Be a Voice for a Child in Court

The next training starts on March 27th
in Lancaster, NH
FMI visit our web site at
www.casanh.org
Call or email Lucie at 603-752-9670 (or)
lremillard@casanh.org

Steeple Talk
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
March
Happy Anniversary!
1st
6th
9th
23rd
23rd
25th

Wayne Ruggles
Elizabeth Edney
Glenda Iles
Tim Clark
Pam Nute
Roberta Lavoie

April (preview)
2nd
8th
9th
13th

Meaghan Clark
Connie Tuck
Bob Oleary
Curran Smith

28th Judy& Ed Warden

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk, please
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to
be included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.

I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the April issue is:

Tuesday, March 28th!
~ Pam Nute, editor

Ladies Society
The Ladies Society will meet on March 8th at 1:30 pm in the Ladies Parlor. February’s meeting
was postponed and then cancelled due to bad weather two weeks in a row. The Ladies have
been busy making hats and mittens for Lakeway Elementary School to distribute to the
children when they lose their own. They have provided these for several years and they are
always appreciated. They also have supplied some hats to the Methodist Church for their
giveaway tree. They recently donated a jogging stroller to Molly’s Place at Dartmouth
hospital and pillows to the Burch House (women’s support center). If you would like to join
them and need more information, please call Barbara Holland at 444-1104 or
June Davis at 444-0765.
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Lars Nielson
Vice Moderator: Tim Gould
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Judy Oleary
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Ed Craxton
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam

Page 10

www.1stconglittleton.org

