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pastor’s Message

I’'m sitting at my dad’s kitchen table in Mooresville, North Carolina. Wilma
and I came down here on Monday to visit and to see how things are going.
My dad’s going to be ninety years old in August. I can’t believe it.

It was really cold when we were getting on the bus in Manchester. I
was looking forward to warmer climes. The morning after we arrived, I
looked out the window and it had snowed.

I enjoyed our Ash Wednesday service. Mary suggested that we meet in
the Ladies’ Parlor this time. It made sense; the room would easily
accommodate the number of people who usually come for this service, and
it lends itself to warmth, to intimacy. And it was true. We did have a very
contemplative, quiet gathering. We laid aside our heavy burdens, accepted
our mortality and reminded ourselves that we wanted to shift our focus
from impermanent things to the things that last: faith, hope and love.

We held an Explorers’ Class this month, too. It was nice, getting to
know some new people who've been finding a home in our community. We
met at our house—five new people and five or six people who've been a part
of our church for years. It was a great time of sharing, a wonderful
opportunity to strengthen some relationships that are forming here among
us, a wonderful time of sharing the joy of caring for one another in the body
of Christ, the church.

We started a new adult Bible Study, too. We’re reading the gospel of
Mark. Most scholars agree that Mark is the earliest version of the gospel
story, the good news of God’s amazing gift of love in the person of Jesus.
The study is designed not only to help us understand what the gospel may
have meant to the people who first read it or heard it read; this study is
designed to help us listen deeply and carefully for what God is saying to us
as individuals and to our church and our community today. It was great to
sit down with those who attended our first class and open ourselves to the
Spirit of God. I’'m looking forward to continuing this process with you all.

It’s a busy time, a wonderful time, in our church. People are reaching
out in lots of new directions—feeding our neighbors who need a hand,
praying together here in the church and out there in the town, looking for
ways to carry our work out into the community, inviting new friends to
share the good life we know here. We’re alive. Our church is alive. The Holy
Spirit is blowing like a sneaky wind (where did it come from? where is it
going?) through our fellowship, filling us with new ideas, great energy and
strength, filling us with the things that last: faith, hope and love, abundant,
life-giving, nourishing love for God, for one another, for the world.

Beloved, the winter is passing, hard as it’s been. Spring is coming;
new life is taking form, preparing to break out of the frozen ground. Can
you feel it? Even a little? Deep in your bones? Of course you can. Rejoice.
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blessings,

david




Office Hours:

Pastor’s Office Hours:

First Congregational Church
March, 2015
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Shining Lights Learning Center

FCC Shining Lights Learning Center has been a very busy place for the last
few months. In February we covered the theme of “All About Me”. We learned about our five
senses, healthy eating and healthy teeth, how God made us special, and of course Valentine Fun.
A highlight of the month was a visit from a local Dental Hygienist. She reviewed how to brush our
teeth and what happens if we forget. Each child was sent home with their own new toothbrush and
a toothbrush chart. Also in February was the start of our Literacy Groups.

March is here. Our Caterpillars will study plants and bugs while our Butterflies will be
studying the mysteries of weight and magnets. We will continue the month studying Community
Helpers. We plan to collect food donations to give to the church food bank in hopes to help the
local community. We also hope to visit the local library and the local town garage.

I am very glad to return full-time and feeling well. | thank God and want to thank the
church members for your prayers and cards.

God Bless You, Ms. Dianah
Dianah Hale
Director of Shining Lights

CHURCH KITCHEN

If you have ever cooked or served a meal from the church kitchen, you will note that we do not have the
small appliances to put out a meal without bringing your own from home. The Ladies Society has purchased
two warming servers which include three 2.5 qt. pans for each warmer (see picture on page 6). If you as a
member would like to help us with this endeavor, we are accepting donations. We would like to buy two
four-slice toasters, three electric griddles, two crockpots and a large skillet. Thank you!
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“Classifieds and Notices”

Wanted and Needed

Asunday Ushers and Greeters
A Coffee Flodtd o

Please sign up on board in
front of church or call
Pam Nut e at 444- 3376

Coffee Fellowship and
Greeters are an important
ministry and
create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

A new router was recently
installed and we now have &

Wireless Guest

Account

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fccl189mai

Enjoy!

Daylight Savings Time
Begins

March 8th

SPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR!

Financial Report

.“11111111“11.
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Food Collection Sunday -
March 29, 2015

I\‘/I]:rrllubaerﬁt sr())ci)l:tl 5 ;(7'":;07 ST )‘TRICK{ sjl: The Food Cupboard suggests th
. J following items:
Scheduled w/d |$ 1,700 0) 1l I g
from trust funds AY!' Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
Other i - $ 3796 l . Anannnn . i l topthb.rushes, hand/bath soap,
€r iIncome: ) toilet tissue, coffee, teabags, hot
Total Income: 32,703 I chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
. $ H ppy Spr ng: milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
Total Expenses: | $15,658 Friday canned meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
Net: $17,045 tuna corned beef, Spam). Snacks
March 20 and juices for children. Dog and
cat food: canned and dry.
Spring Clean Up

Ellyn says

Hellofrom sunny Arizorha80°

The Property Committee meets
on the 3" and will be deciding
on the date.

Stay tuned for deta1ls'

TR
O
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Sunday School Happenings:

Fun for Every Season!

The Christian Education Committee (CE) and Revitalization Task Force
(RTF) joined together in February for a super creative and productive
meeting!! RTF has asked us all to Bring a Friend along to fun activities
§ sponsored by the church. That means we need to have fun activities at the
¢ church to Bring a Friend to! That fits right in with what CE has been
trying to do for quite some time! First up, a Free Community Pancake

! Breakfast for the spring! (See below.) Coming attractions tentatively
mclude Commumty Tw1l1ght Fun for an evening in the summer, our Second Annual MS Walk for the
fall, and some Advent Fun and Tree Decorating for the winter!

Pancake Breakfast - Fun New Twist for a

Traditional Favorite!

The first great adventure to come out of our joined CE/RTF
efforts is a Free Community Pancake Breakfast On March 28 from
8-10am! Anyone in the community is welcome to join us for
breakfast, not for a cost, not for a donation, just for free!

There will also be fun activities for kids! Members of the
congregation are strongly encouraged to spread the word! Come
and Bring a Friend! A sign-up sheet will be available shortly if you would like to help show our
community what a great place the First Congregational Church of Littleton is! Donations from the
church community would certainly be welcome to defray the cost. This would leave more of our
budget intact for the remaining seasons!

Children’s Mission 2014/2015 - Raising Pig Farmers!

This year the children have been collecting money for their mission piggy
banks rather than contribute to a group offering that goes to a mission

selected by adults. Soon the children will select a cause and we will pick
a date for our end of the year mission fair.

Il AR M
this event, the children will tell us
about the cause they have selected!
It has been a lot of fun for us to hear
the children talk about how they can

It will be during coffee hour and we

”M‘ Hl‘
A very special thank you to all those
make a difference!

hope everyone can make it! During

who have helped “Feed the Pigs!!!” : ,;? :
t all you do be done with love.
orinthians 16:14
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The LADIES SOCIETY

The Ladies Parlor was bright with beautiful Valentine decorations, (thanks, Karen) specially designed
Valentine cards, (thanks, Emily) and delicious desserts, thanks to Karen and Dottie. It was also very
special because we welcomed June Davis. We are so pleased she has joined us. Our meeting was busy!
We spoke of our goals for the year and are ready to begin with projects to match our goals. Not a
member? We invite you to join us. Time is granted each month to "thinking of others". With our prayer
list, Emily LaFlam as our TLC Director, and Karen Carbonneau, Caring Tree coordinator, we are kept
updated about people in need of our attention whether it is prayer or other types of help.

We meet the second Wednesday of the month. Please join us on March 11" at 1:30 in the Ladies Parlor.

7 DS

Buffet Server/ i
Warming Tray

| ‘

g

Three 2.5qt. Buffet o r

e ¥ =8
< e

Warming Tray can be
Used Separately

Children, and many more.

Did you Know?

The local Chapter of the Order of thastern Star is called Mt. Eustis Chapter. They currently meet in the chur
hall once a month and the Chapter is 112 yearsTd@. Order of the Eastern Star, dedicated to charity, truth an
loving kindness, is the largest fraternal organization in the world to which both women and men may belong
Eastern Star encircles the Eantith over 10,000 Chapters in the United States, Canada and 18 other countrie
Although its teachings are based on the Bible, the Order of the Eastern Star espouses no religion, and is ne
secret nor politicalThe Charitable nature dfie Order is eidenced ly the millions of dollars raised to support

cancer research, arthritis and rheumatism, Heart Fund, Knights Templar Eye foundation, Shriners' Hospital

Littleton Methodist Church
Main St., Littleton, NH
Annual Lenten Chowder Luncheons
Every Friday March 6 — March27
11:30 am — 1:00 pm

Fish or corn chowder - Delicious Sandwiches
Homemade pies and cakes

Free Delivery
Thursday e-mail your orders to FUMCchowder.com or
Fridays call your orders to 444-5567 or 991-9811 between
7:30 - 10:00 for delivery. After 10:00 for pickup only

10% of pr oceeds go to local the Food Pantry!

Our Mission Statement:

As followers of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior, we are called to
provide a loving invitation and
welcome to all, to inspire and
uplift through the worship of God,
to reach out to heal and enrich
lives through the Holy Spirit, and
to nurture people at various stages
of their spiritual growth.




|| Ecumenical Concert February 15th ||

The Mission Committee will be led by Judy Oleary. The members include Linda Warden,
Bob Muh, Doug Menzies, Laurie Boswell, Elaine Stroop and Pastor Dave.

The Mission Committee is in charge of special offerings during the year: (1) Neighbors in Need,
(2) One Great Hour of Sharing, (3) Strengthen the Church and (4) The Christmas Fund.

We will continue to support Dinner Bell by sponsoring 5-6 dinners a year, plus helping with the
Thanksgiving Dinner. Our mission outreach donations will be given to Life Bridge, Thanksgiving
Dinner and the Fccc/Good Neighbor food pantry. We also donate to the All Saints Episcopal
church food pantry from the food collected on the fourth Sunday of every month here at our
church. Our new member to the committee, Linda, has agreed to deliver the food to All Saints.

We also help Catholic Charities with the Annual Hand-in-Hand program which helps do work
projects for elderly, disabled, low income and veterans.

We meet about three times a year to decide on projects and where to share our mission money.

SAVE THE DATE: MARCH FOR MEALS, SATURDAY, MAY 8:

On Saturday, May 8, Newfound Area Senior Services in Bristol will host the 4™ Annual March for
Meals to raise funds to help support the Meals on Wheels programs managed by the Grafton
County Senior Citizens Council at its eight centers in Grafton County. Last year’s event, hosted
by the Littleton Area Senior Center, raised $30,000 of which nearly $20,000 was raised in
Littleton alone. Within the Littleton service area, over 3,000 tasty, nutritious meals are
prepared and delivered on a monthly basis by dedicated volunteers. To donate or create your
own fundraising page, visit http://marchformeals2015.causevox.com/teamlittleton.

For additional information, contact the Littleton Area Senior Center at 444-6050.



http://marchformeals2015.causevox.com/teamlittleton

Mission Spotlight [continued]

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARSN#stay, March 15 marks our One Great Hour of Sharingecial offering;
the U.C.C. refugee, relief and development offering which helps transform lives through health, educational,

agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries around the world. Our generosity helps people
worldwide to achieve self-sufficiency, to reach their full potential, to lead lives of dignity, and to reach some
level of comfort and freedom from want and fear. For the past 66 years One Great Hour of Sharithgs been
a multi-denominational effort, with millions of Christians from diverse backgrounds joining forces on one

day each year to reach out to those around the world. The theme chosen by the U.C.C. for this year’s OGHS
campaign is drawn from 2 Corinthians 8:13-15: “Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you
are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present time yolanpy will supply what they
YySSR>Y a2 GKFG Ay (GdzNYy GKSANI LJX Syide ¢gAff  &dzLIL
gK2 Il 0KSNBR YdzOK RAR y2i KI@S (422 YdzOK> IR
2013 and 2014, our members and friends donated $1,877.60 and $1,987.00 respectively in support of One
Great Hour of Sharingnore than double the amount raised in 2012. Please give generously, carrying
forward our congregation’s rich tradition of serving those most in need. Envelopes and informational sheets
will be placed in the Sunday bulletins on March 1, March 8 and March 15.

The food from our church is donated by the church
members. Every little bit helps! If you can't get
there to drop off your food, it can be left in the
church kitchen on Sunday. Money donations are
always welcome also; even a ham or a turkey placed
in the church freezer can be cooked by a member of
our team.

Dinner Bell

What is it? It is a free community meal held
every Tuesday night at 5:00 pm at the All Saints
Episcopal church from September through June.

Who does it? Local churches, community
organizations and service clubs, the Chamber of

Commerce, private schools and private families. We get there at 3:00 pm to help set up and are

finished by 6:00 pm. You can also just come to serve
at 4:45 and be done by 6:00. For more information

. .
Who can come? Everyone is welcome to call liidy I ONatB6025035,

attend! It is for people in need of a good hot
meal, social time, and anyone who is alone and
wants to come for a fine home cooked meal,
and fellowship with your fellow man. God's
presence is truly felt there.

The next scheduled Dinner Bell sponsored by our
church will be May 5th.

Our team ~ Who are they? Some of the
members of the mission committee, and other
church members who like to cook and serve the
public: Judy and Bob Oleary, Carol Mason, Linda
Warden, Elaine Stroop, Rachel Clark, Nolan
Clark, and many others.

Hope to see you there!
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Personnel Update

Pam Nute became our temporary Administrativ
Assistant on January $2ind is still with us. She
likes the job and is quickly éning it. The

Page 9

Fundraising Task Force

Looking for people to serve on the task force!

We have not officially has a gatgether, but

Personnel Committee is sorting through next
steps, one of which is to add our church job wit
the administrative job in Shining Lights to creat
one fulktime position. Conversation is -@oing.
Meanwhile, Pam is faithfully staffing the weith
office MondayFriday from 8:15 am to 1:15 pm.

through talking to several new prospective chu
members, | have gotten some good idéase
being an Old Fashioned Frank & Bean supper
with brown bread and corn bread. That was
suggested by Rick and BG Frazier.

Volunteers to staff the office are needed for

the week of March 23-27. Pam will be ouof-
the-office for a week. If you would be willing to
serve as a church receptionist while she is awe
please contader any weekday morning at the
church (4443376). She is looking for people to
serve one or more days. Thank you, in advanc
for helping.

June Davis suggested a monthly breakfast wot
raise money and give visitors to Litib& and
locals a nice place for breakfast.

LaurieBoswell has offered to serve on the task
force and open her home for a planning meetir

Ann Craxton Judy Oleary

Report from Council

Your church council met on February) for its first session since the Annidketing. We welcomed two
new members- Judy Qeary, chair of Missions, and Lars Nielson,theMide d er at or . Th
first meeting as Moderator. We spent some ti
leaders, and heard rap®from each other.

Immediate areas of focus are:

1. Establishing a task force to
task force is chaired by Judy and will report in March.

2. Receiving an update on the RevitalisatTask Force. It and the Christian Education Committee ar
thinking about working together. We should receive a report on their plans in March also.

3. Reviewing what our primary role as a council should be this year. Lars pointed out that higtibvréce
council has been the decistamaking body for the church. We acknowledged this as our role and
added coordination of work among committees. We also recognized we might have to be mere
on since there are fewer people staffing some committees n

After the customary committee and pastor 6s r ¢
like the council to develop a calendar of activities for the year. Each committee has been asked to Ic
ahead and project events so Pam can deweRfj15 calendar. This will be a primary task in March alon
with making sure events for Holy Week are set.

deter mine what

Throughout the meeting we munched on delicious food provided by Pam. Pastor David closed our r
with prayer.

Ann Craxton
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