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What kind of birds are those? They have a yellowish belly and brown wings, a
black cap with a lovely yellow outline around their faces. All morning, they’ve been
darting back and forth between the bare branches of a tree across the road and the
crabapple tree in my front yard. A few of them will be eating in the crabapple tree,
when another group will fly in from the tree across the road, and the first group will fly
away with pieces of crabapple in their beaks. Before long, another group will fly in from
across the road and the second wave will fly away to munch on what they’ve gathered.
They remind me a little of the rhythm of prayer—how we go back and forth between
risk and reflection, action and prayerful contemplation. “Give us this day our daily crabapple,” they say.
Someone suggested that it would be good for me to say a few words about
prayer. The members of our new Revitalization Task Force met with Paul Nickerson
and with a group of other churches to talk about how we can reach out into our
communities to meet new people. We shared our list of projects with each other and
Paul helped us look at them, encouraged us, helped us begin to see how we can
shape our projects to maximize what someone called “conversational contact.” It’s the
kind of contact that leads to the forming of real relationships, and real relationships,
after all, are the key to a thriving community.
Which brings us to prayer and to you. You see, we’ve embarked on a project
that calls for the focused input of a small group of people—Paul calls this core group a
Vitality Team. We hope this core group will grow. We’re looking for people who have a
heart for reaching out to new people in friendly ways—by inviting them over for tea, for
example, or enjoying a book or a ballgame together. If you feel a nudge to join us as a
member of our Team, we’d love to have you. Let me know. We’ll be happy to include
you.
But most of all right now, we need your prayers. We need you to think about
the people you know in this community, walk around your neighborhood—by yourself
or with others; prayer walking is much more fun with a group. We’re not asking you to
stand on the corner and make a scene; we’re asking you to open your eyes, to open
your ears, to notice what you see as you go through your day, and to hold it, like Mary,
to ponder it deep in your heart. We’re asking you to pay attention to the people you
know and the people you don’t know and lift their stories, their needs, their sorrow and
their joys up to God.
Simpler even than this, we’re asking you to pray for us, for this small group of
people who are trying some new things, maybe stretching ourselves a little bit. We
need your prayers on behalf of our awkward beginnings, our tentative first steps out of
the boat and onto the storm-tossed sea. We need your prayers on behalf of the new
relationships all of us will be forming as we explore new ways of sharing God’s love
with each other and the world around us. I hope you’ll join us by the simple act of
naming our work in your prayers. I promise you, it will make all the difference.

blessings,

david

First Congregational Church
March 2014
Office Hours: Mon – Fri 9:00am – 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wed – Thur 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Music Director’s Office Hour: Wed 4:00 – 8:00 pm and Sun 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
07:30 PM-AA - FH

FH – Fellowship Hall
LP – Ladies Parlor
CR – Class Rooms

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study-CR/9:15 AMChoir Rehearsal- LP
10:00 AM-Worship –
Communion - Sunday
School

Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:00 – 1:00 prayer
and ashes at the
Methodist Church
11:30 AM – AA - FH
7:00 PM Ash

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

8:00 AM-Men's
Breakfast Group at
the Weddington’s

11:30 AM-AA - FH 5:00 PM-Property
Committee

2:00 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous - LP

7:30 PM-AA - FH

6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP Wednesday
Ecumenical Service
at the Methodist
Church

11:15 AM-Mardi Paw
Celebration/Christian Ed
– LP
11:30AM Exodus
Study Group – CR

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP
7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA Meeting – FH

9 – 1st Sunday Lent 10

12

13

14

15

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Pastor's Sabbath 11:30 AM-AA - FH
Study-CR/9:15 AMChoir Rehearsal- LP
11:30 AM-AA - FH 6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP
10:00 AM6:30 PM-Deacon's
Worship/Sunday School
Meeting - CR
11:15 AM-Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:30 AM Exodus
Study Group – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

8:00 AM-Ecumenical
Prayer Meeting at the
Methodist Parish
House

11:30 AM-AA - FH

07:30 PM-AA – FH
Grafton-Orange Assoc
Annual Spring
Training event – First
Congregational
Church in Lebanon,
NH
1:00 pm - Field Trip to
Second Chance
Animal Rescue

16 - 2nd Sunday Lent 17 – St.

18

19

21

22

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

07:30 PM-AA - FH

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study-CR/9:15 AMChoir Rehearsal- LP
10:00 AM
Worship/Sunday School
11:15 AM-Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:30 AM Exodus
Study Group - CR

Patrick’s Day

11

1:30 PM-Ladies
Society - LP
6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP
7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA Meeting - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH
2:00 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous – LP
5:00 PM Missions

20
11:30 AM-AA -LP

Pastor's Sabbath

6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP 6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

11:30 AM-AA - FH
5:30 PM-SLLC
Board - CR
7:10 PM-Christian
Ed - CR

7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA Meeting- FH

2:00 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous – LP
5:30 PM – Life Bridge
Annual Banquet – Elks
Club

23 – 3rd Sunday Lent 24

25

26

27

28

29

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study-CR/9:15 AMChoir Rehearsal- LP
10:00 AMWorship/Sunday School
11:15 AM-Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:30 AM Exodus
Study Group -CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

8:00 AM-Ecumenical
Prayer Meeting at the
Methodist Parish
House

11:30 AM-AA – FH

07:30 PM-AA - FH

Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA – FH 6:00 PM-Al Anon –
LP

Pat Whipple will
be on vacation 7:00 PM-Eastern Star 7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA Meeting - FH
from March 24th - FH
– April 1st

30 – 4th Sunday Lent 31
9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study-CR/9:15 AMChoir Rehearsal- LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Sunday School – Food
Pantry - OGHS
11:15 AM-Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:30 Exodus Study
Group - CR

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

Pastor's Sabbath
11:30 AM-AA - FH

1 April

2
Pat Whipple will be
back in the office

1:30 AM-AA – FH
2:00 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous - LP
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Shining Lights Learning Center

We continue to keep very busy here at Shining Lights. Because the
weather has been so cold we have not been able to get much outdoor fun.
We all look forward to spring. This month, in our Butterfly Room, we
have been working a bit on our Literacy Groups. We also have covered
letters “Nn”, “Vv”, “Dd”, and will cover “Zz” next week. We did many
fine motor projects with valentines and are working with numbers now:
learning 1 to 1 correspondence, what the numbers look like, and writing
our numbers. Our Caterpillars are continuing to work with shapes while
incorporating fine motor skills in their art work and gross motor skills with
their games.

Dianah Hale
Director of Shining Lights

May you live each second with joy.
May you live each minute with hope.
May you live each hour with patience.
May you live each day with wonder.
And may your year be filled with peace and love.
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“Classifieds
Wanted and Needed
• Sunday Ushers and
Greeters
• Coffee Fellowship
hosts
Please sign up on board in front
of church or call Pat Whipple at
444- 3376
Coffee Fellowship and Greeters
and are an important ministry
and
create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

Financial Report
January 31, 2014
Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

YTD
$ 10,037
$ 2,461

Total Income:

$ 15,561

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 11,804
$ 3,757

$
$ 3,063

If you are experiencing a time of
sorrow or distress, offer your
suffering to God today. Ask for
His peace. Or pray for
someone you know who is
grieving asking God to bring
His divine healing to those
suffering a loss.
Seek God’s help and wisdom.

and Notices”

SMALL THINGS
Never lose an opportunity
of seeing anything that is
beautiful…. Welcome
beauty in every fair face,
in every fair sky, in every
flower….

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Ash Wednesday Services
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Ecumenical Prayers and Ashes
at the First United Methodist
Church
7:00 pm
Ecumenical Ash Wednesday
Service at the First United
Methodist Church
ALL ARE WELCOME

Food Collection Sunday –
March 30, 2014
The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry.

Special Prayer List
Palm Sunday is April 13th and
of our
Easter Sunday is April 20th.
Church Members
Glenda Iles will be taking
orders for Palm Trees (need
Barbara Holland - Roger Petit
6) and for Easter Lilies. She
Evelyn Daine
does not have pricing, but will
shortly. If you are interested
in donating any of these, Prayer enables us to meet the
please call Glenda at 444- rain and hope for the sun…..
5336
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Sunday School Happenings:

You are invited to: MARDI PAW, to be celebrated on March 2 during Coffee Hour! During Sunday
School, the children will be decorating a King Cake, a staple of any Mardi Gras celebration. During coffee
hour, you can take part in this festive celebration by getting a piece of this cake, baked by our very talented
Brooke Glynn, for the cost of a donation to the Second Chance Animal Rescue! There will also be a silent
auction for a second cake, skillfully crafted by Brooke, so you could win your own Mardi Gras celebration at
home!
Shoes Wanted!! – Second Chance is collecting unwanted shoes that still have some life left in them (no boots,
slippers, flip flops…just shoes). They sell them to make money for the shelter and it is a win, win, win…you
get rid of unwanted shoes, they get money and it keeps shoes from going into landfills where they take 200
years to break down. Also, donations of dog and cat food are always wanted to be distributed to local families
who cannot afford to feed their pets. Bring your donations to church and we will get them where they need to
go!
We have some great field trips planned for this month!! Tentatively scheduled for Saturday March 15 at 1:00,
we will be going to see the cats at Second Chance. We also plan on revisiting one of our favorite stories, “All
God’s Critters” through word and song and sharing both with our friends at Riverglen!
Start thinking about Pancakes!!! Palm Sunday Brunch coming soon…
April 13, 2014
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Read and submitted for thought by Glenda Iles – Our Daily Bread – February 16, 2014
Pastors make an easy target for criticism. Every week they are on display,
carefully explaining God’s Word, challenging us toward Christ-like living. But sometimes
we look to find things to criticize. It’s easy to overlook all the good things a pastor does
and focus on our personal opinions.
Like all of us, our pastors are not perfect. So I’m not saying that we should
follow them blindly and never confront error through the proper channels. But some
words from the writer of Hebrews may help us find the right way of thinking about our
leaders who are presenting God’s truth and modeling servant leadership. The writer
says, “Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep
watch over you as those who must give an account” (Hebrews 13:17)
Think about that. Before God, our pastor is responsible for guiding us spiritually.
We should want that burden to be joyous, not grievous. The passage indicates that
causing grief for the pastor “would be of no benefit”.
We honor God and make things better for our church when we give honor to those
He has appointed as our leaders. – Dave Branon
Our gracious Father, thank You for the person You led to our church as pastor.
May we provide encouragement and support, and may You protect our pastor from error
in both word and actions. Amen

Pastors who preach God’s Word need a good word from God’s people.

The LADIES SOCIETY meeting on March 12 will be held in the LADIES PARLOR
at 1:30 p.m. This month we feature DAVID CORONATO, area director of
LIFEBRIDGE WHITE MOUNTAINS, a teen mentoring program. BREANNA
OWEN will be joining him as they share the goals, activities, and successes
of this program. Breanna is new to our community - let's give her a warm
North Country welcome.
We invite you to join with the LADIES SOCIETY at this meeting. Success
should be shared and our guests are eager to present this program to you.
You won't regret coming! Their major fundraiser will be held on March
20th. This is a good time to find out how you can help and at the same
time enjoy an evening out.
DATE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
PLACE: LADIES PARLOR
TIME: 1:30 P.M.
RSVP: Barbara 444-1104. (this will help our hostesses in planning refreshments)
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Littleton Methodist Church
Main St., Littleton, NH
Annual Lenten Chowder Luncheons
Every Friday starting March 7 – April 11
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Fish or corn chowder - Delicious Sandwiches
Homemade pies and cakes
Free Delivery –

Thursday e-mail your orders to
chowdah@anotchabove.com or Fridays call your
orders to 444-5567 or 991-9811 between 7:30 – 10:00
for delivery. After 10:00 for pickup only

Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior, we are
called to provide a loving
invitation and welcome to all, to
inspire and uplift through the
worship of God, to reach out
to heal and enrich lives through
the Holy Spirit, and to
nurture people at various stages
of their spiritual growth.



As of 02-24-14
Pledges for 2014 –

$116,664.00

Other Income Anticipated
Budget Expenses Short fall

34,109.97
176,429.50
25,675.53

If you haven’t made a pledge for 2014,
perhaps you feel called to do so at this
time to help balance the budget.

Save the Date: Grafton-Orange
Spring Training - March 15, 2014
The Grafton-Orange Association
will hold its annual Spring
Training event on Saturday,
March 15, 2014, at the First
Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, in Lebanon. For
more information, please visit:
Grafton-Orange Spring Training.
For more information, contact
Rev. Stephen Silver

Isaiah 40:31
But those who trust in the LORD will find
new strength.
They will soar high on wings like eagles.
They will run and not grow weary.
They will walk and not faint.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: Sunday, March 30 marks our One Great Hour of Sharing special offering, the
U.C.C. refugee, relief and development offering which helps transform lives through health, educational,
agricultural and First
emergency
relief initiatives
138 countries around the world. Our generosity helps people
Congregational
Church,inUCC
189 Main
Street
worldwide to achieve
self-sufficiency,
to reach their full potential, to lead lives of dignity, and to reach some
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561-4020
level of comfort Return
and freedom
want and fear. For the past 65 years One Great Hour of Sharing has been a
Servicefrom
Requested
multi-denominational effort, with millions of Christians from diverse backgrounds joining forces on one day
each year to reach out to those around the world. While the context (post –World War II reconstruction) is
different, the joint statement of the initial participating churches in 1949 has lost none of its validity and power:
“This nationwide united effort by America’s Christians has an importance far beyond the practical goal of fund
raising. For this great joint program will not only strengthen the vitally important relief and rehabilitation work
of the churches overseas, but will also prove to all the world how great is the power generated when Christians
unite in a common cause.”
The theme chosen by the U.C.C. for this year’s OGHS campaign, “We Are One”, focuses on sharing with
our brothers and sisters throughout the world because we are connected with them through Jesus Christ. This
theme suggests that as long as anyone has an unmet need, we all have unmet needs.
Offering envelopes will be placed in the Sunday bulletin on March 16, March 23 and March 30. Please
give generously, carrying forward our congregation‘s rich tradition of serving those most in need.

“MARCH FOR MEALS” – SAVE THE DATE: The Grafton County Senior Citizens’ Council has selected Littleton as
the venue, and the Littleton Area Senior Center as the host for this year’s “March for Meals”. This event is part
of a 6-county initiative on Saturday, May 17 to raise funds to continue and expand the “Meals on Wheels”
program for the delivery of tasty, nutritious meals to those who are home-bound. Dedicated staff and
volunteers from the Littleton Area Senior Center alone prepare and deliver 3,300 meals each month, in addition
to 1200 congregate lunches served monthly at the senior center. Please walk with us; donate, or pledge in
support of a walker; and….pray for great weather on May 17! Additional details will follow.

LIFE BRIDGE FUNDRAISING BANQUET: The Life Bridge teen mentoring program will hold its annual banquet,
one of two major yearly fundraising events, on Thursday, March 20 at the Littleton Elks Lodge. Hors d’oeuvres
and beverages will be served at 5:30 p.m. , with dinner and a program to follow from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. As
in past years, there will be an excellent meal and the sharing of many heartwarming and inspiring stories about
rewarding and supportive mentoring relationships. To cover the actual expense of the meal, there will be a
$10.00 charge per person; at the end of the evening, there will be an opportunity to make a free-will donation
or a pledge to be fulfilled at a later date. We hope to be able to fill at least two tables of eight with members
and friends of the church. If you will be able to join us, please contact Bob Muh at 444-5228 /
muhfamily@roadrunner.com .
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Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Lent is a season of forty days (not counting
Sundays) leading up to Easter. During this season we journey with Jesus along the path that will
lead him to the cross and through the cross to the joy of Easter. On the first day of Lent, Ash
Wednesday, we gather to remember our fragility, notice our burdens, and make a commitment to
walk with Jesus on the disciplined path of liberation.
On Ash Wednesday, we receive an odd gift, the sign of the cross placed on our forehead in
ashes, along with a reminder that these bodies are mortal, while the spirit, the soul, the image of
God that dwells inside us is eternal. During Lent, we focus on reminding ourselves that the eternal
part of us is who we truly are; so we focus our energies on strengthening our connection with the
things that last.
Many of us will be taking on some special discipline during this season of Lent. Some of us
may choose to set aside something we enjoy—some people don’t eat meat during Lent, some give
up chocolate, some forego movies. This kind of discipline helps us remember that our cravings for
pleasure don’t rule our lives, that we can walk with Jesus along a path that will call for sacrifices
on our part.
Some of us may choose to add some sort of spiritual exercise –some people make a special
time for prayer during Lent, or commit to attending special services of worship, or choose to read
through a book of the Bible or some other spiritual book. This kind of discipline can strengthen our
spirits and give us the courage and stamina to follow Jesus along his difficult path.
Some of us may choose to undertake some work of love—volunteer with the Senior Center,
visit people in a nursing home, help someone build a wheel-chair ramp or a new porch on their
house. This kind of discipline helps us develop the compassion that moved Jesus through his whole
life, the self-sacrificing love for all people that led him to choose the path that led to the cross.
If you’re thinking about doing something special for Lent, Ash Wednesday is the day you’ll
begin it. I hope to see you on Wednesday evening, March 5th, at the First United Methodist Church,
Main Street, Littleton, NH, at 7:00 p.m. as we gather to begin our journey of Lent. If you have any
questions or would like to talk with me about any of these things, please let me know. I’d be
happy to ponder them with you. May this precious and healing season bring you closer than ever to
the God who loves you beyond your wildest dreams.
blessings,

david

Ash Wednesday Family

www.1stconglittleton.org

First Congregational Church
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561

Steeple Talk

Page 10

A newsletter of the
First Congregational
Church of Littleton

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Ann Craxton
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Financial Secretary:

First Congregational Church of Littleton:
A LOVING COMMUNITY IN CHRIST



Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds:

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale





Our Vision is:
To offer worship that celebrates God’s love
and inspires us to bring that love into our
daily lives.
To engage people of all ages and at all
stages of their spiritual journeys in
Christian faith formation.
To serve the community with
compassionate hearts in the name of God.
To be intentional and consistent in our
support and care for each other.
To be living examples of God’s love as we
have come to know it through Jesus Christ.

