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The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.—2 Corinthians 9:6-7
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Wednesday, November 6
Driving down to the church, there are flecks of white in the air, blowing about,
dancing on the breeze. Spittin’ snow. Winter’s coming.
It’s funny. I feel a little out of step. Almost everyone I talk to says that sentence,
“Winter’s coming,” as if it were a sentence of another kind, something we’ll get through
somehow, I guess, if we have to . . . Not me. At least not for now. (Give me six months of
snow and ask me again.) But as for right now, I’m feeling kind of giddy. Cheered by the
prospect of snow. I’m happy to feel the season change.
Maybe it’s because I know it’s going to be Thanksgiving soon, and we’ll have a
great meal with loved ones, and share our gratitude, deep and amazing, rich and full, with
family and friends and with each other here in the church. Some of my fellow pastors and I
are planning our annual community Thanksgiving service. It’ll be 6:30 pm, Tuesday
evening, November 26. This year All Saints’ church is hosting the service and Reverend Lyn
Winter will be preaching. It’s always a warm and joyful time. I hope you’ll plan to come.
And then, after Thanksgiving, Advent comes, our time of preparation for the birth
of the baby Jesus. Solemn stories that remind us of the deep importance of his coming.
Tender images that remind us that he came, not with armies and overwhelming power,
but tiny, in need of our care, a baby born in a borrowed barn.
But before we get to Advent, we’ll share Thanksgiving, as I said, and there’s
another part to our Thanksgiving celebration. It may seem odd, but I like to think of
Stewardship as a part of our Thanksgiving celebration. It’s a time when we ponder, deep in
our hearts, the bountiful gifts we’ve received through God’s kind and generous Spirit,
through God’s great love. And then we consider how we’re going to express our thanks to
God in concrete ways—by committing our time, our talents and, yes, our treasure to God
through the church. We consider the many blessings we’ve shared together here in this
wonderful place. We remember the fellowship, celebration and prayer we’ve enjoyed, the
good food and fun, the many opportunities this church provides us to share the good gifts
of God with each other and with our neighbors right here in the North Country and out
there in the big wide world.
This Sunday, November 10, is Stewardship Sunday, a time for reflecting in worship
on the surprising generosity God has shown us through the life and teachings, the selfgiving love of Jesus. On November 17, we’ll gather your pledges in and bless them,
dedicate your hopes, your generous gifts, your sacrifices to God as we launch into another
year of work and worship, learning and love, for God and our neighbors.
I look forward to serving this wonderful Lord together with you through another
year. May the blessings of God continue to flow through our lives, so that we may
continue to know the joy of being a blessing to others.
with cheerful thanks for the gifts of God,

david
blessings,

david
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5:00 PM - “All Call”
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11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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7:00 PM-AA-FH

30

SLLC CLOSED

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
NEEDED!!!

Wireless Guest Account

Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be
Greeters/Ushers already!!

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Please sign up, we need you!

Financial Report

Men’s Breakfast

September 30, 2019

YTD

8:00 am

Member support:

$ 117,565

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 15,405

November 9th at the
Muh Residence

Other Income:

$ 10,223

Total Income:

$ 143,223

Total Expenses:

$143,668

Net:

$ - 445

Coffee Fellowship is in
full swing! Please sign up
on the board by the
Madonna window
or call Pam Nute at
444- 3376

Food Collection Sunday
November 24th 2019
The Food Cupboard is in need
of the following items:
Soups, stews, beans, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam).
Jams/Jellies. Snacks & crackers.

Thank you!
Bottles of Salad Dressing
still needed!

Your Generosity
in October
Mission Sunday
Collection

$264.50
.........................................

Food Pantry Collection

$104.00

Look what Bob O. is cooking
for dinner on the next page!

This ongoing effort for the
Meals-on-wheels program is so
that they can give a bottle to a
household vs. packaging small
containers of salad dressing
each time a salad gets
delivered.
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Dinner Bell
I want to thank everyone who came out and helped on October 22nd by making food, donating
drinks and desserts and serving during the dinner. I would like to name those who helped: Kathy
and Dan K., Pastor Dave and Wilma, Doug and Nancy who cooked three pots of spaghetti, and June
Davis who brought spaghetti sauce. Bob and I prepared enough chicken parmesan to serve 70
people! Thanks go out to Karen Lord for donating money toward the ingredients. Also thank you to
Doug for bringing a meatball dish, Kathy for making a huge Ziti bake, and the Lopes for bringing
brownies and juice, and Alison B. for bringing ice cream and helping serve. Almost forgot Linda
Warden who supports the dinner bell regularly.
The Thanksgiving meal will take place on November 26th and all organizations participate. Our
church will donate two turkeys, stuffing, and green beans. I will cook the two turkeys. I need
donations of Pepperidge farm stuffing (at least 6 bags), chicken broth, celery and a few onions.
Please see me if you would like to donate.
The next Congregational Church hosted dinner bell will be on January 21st, 2020. As always, I will
have an informational poster up of how you can help.
Judy Oleary
(Who oversees our participation in Dinner Bell)

MISSION SUNDAY
ONLY TWO LEFT FOR 2019

NOVEMBER OFFERING WILL FUND: MEALS ON WHEELS, N.H. CATHOLIC CHARITIES
AND

NORTH COUNTRY HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE
THESE ARE LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT GIVE AID AND ASSISTANCE TO OUR NEIGHBORS
Please share your blessings as generously as possible

DECEMBER MISSION SUNDAY: “ UCC CHRISTMAS FUND”
THIS FUND GIVES AID TO RETIRED MINISTERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

100 % OF YOUR DONATION WILL BE SENT TO UCC.
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Thank you for your
contributions to the
Neighbors in Need Special
Offering in October
$214.50 was collected

Sunday School Happenings:
Christmas is Coming!! Help us make Christmas Merry !!
Our kids have really loved putting things in the Little Free Pantry. We have
donated jars of dried soup, birthday bags and are working on making hats! For
Christmas we would like to assemble some stockings to put in the pantry.
Those of us that fill stockings at home know that the little things can really add
up quickly! You can help by bringing in donations of small books, small toys,
etc. Kindly bring in donations by December 8.

Come Decorate the Tree and Help us
Celebrate Christmas Around the World!!
On December 8, after church, we invite all members of our church
community to come celebrate Christmas Around the W orld!! Maybe you
grew up in a different part of our country or a different part of the world.
Perhaps your family celebrates Christmas in a way that summons
traditions from far off places. Maybe you have traveled to other places during Christmas. All of those
things would be great to share. W e would love for people to bring in food and/or decorations that will
help tell the tale of Christmas in another place. We will also be putting up the Christmas tree that day
and as in years past we want the tree to represent all members of our church family. Bring in pictures
of your family to decorate the tree or prepare to smile!
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Thank you for making the

2019 Harvest Supper
A Success!
A great time was had by all and $1,723 was raised for a total of $3,249 for the night.

So many THANK YOU’s!

Silent Auction

Victor Hofmann (and longtime
associate, Alan) for cooking!! Thank you
to Bob Muh for being the glue that kept it
all together AND everyone who helped
and/or attended this important
fundraiser, thank you.

Thank you to Dottie Morton and
helpers for heading up the Silent
Auction this year! A final tally of
$1,526 was raised! Thanks to all who
donated items and bid on the
wonderful donations.

Pumpkin Patch Hangout 2019
For those of you who don’t know the history of the COG/CE
Pumpkin Patch Event, it began as an idea five years ago. Main Street
Trick-or-Treating ended at the Diner and for families there was an
awkward two hour gap for those who wished to fill a bag with candy
and then see the beautiful display of Jack O’ Lanterns on the River.
Four years ago, we attempted to extend Main Street to our door and
offer families the opportunity to use our home as their home on Main Street. We offered a warm place
where families could put on costume accessories, grab a warm drink, make some crafts, hear their “good
fortunes”, and have some warm food, all for free. We prepared to welcome a crowd, but did so
questioning whether our offerings would be sufficient to encourage families to walk up the hill between the
diner and the church. The first year we were shocked at the turnout! We had so many people that Bob
Muh was sent out for an emergency food run!
Year two, we renamed the event the “Pumpkin Patch Hangout.” Trick-or-treating on Main Street was so
well attended that many of the businesses ran out of candy. Thanks to contributions from our
congregation, we are able to lift spirits of disappointed children by making a sizable donation of candy to
their almost empty bags!!
Each year attendance has grown and grown. More tables are set, more
food and drinks prepared and many fun crafts supplies provided.
Thank you to everyone who set up, cooked, donated, hosted, cleaned
up … so much time and love went into this event. Please enjoy the
pictures following where you can see so many smiles and happiness!
Many THANKS to ALL who donated candy for this wonderful event!
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Thank you to everyone who helped make
the Pumpkin Patch event so great!
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Even some of our Shining Lights angels joined in the fun!

And NEW
friends too!

Steeple Talk
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We have a lot to celebrate! There will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall starting at 5pm and following,
there will be a few speakers to talk about why we are all together and the special happenings going on. There
will also be a tour of the building that will include Shining Lights, Ladies Parlor and into the sanctuary where
people will be able to hear the beautiful organ (thank you Dottie for playing) and see and hear about the
stained glass windows. It is here in the sanctuary where the official framed certificate will be revealed for the
first time! We will then invite everyone to exit the building to take a look at the new Little Free Pantry.
It was Senator David Starr who requested a tour of the building when he learned of the church’s listing in the
NH State Register of Historic Places. It is from this small request that a wonderful opportunity to invite new
people through the church doors was born. (And any excuse for Pam to coordinate a party!)
Andrew Cushing from the Preservation Alliance will be in attendance along with Executive Councilor Mike
Cryans; Littleton Town Manager, Andrew Dorsett; Littleton Fire Chief Joe Mercieri; Nathan Karol from the
Chamber of Commerce and hopefully others will be joining in the celebration.
I hope to see you next Friday. This is an amazing congregation.

~ Pam
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… An excerpt from the press release that went out:
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH TO CELEBRATE ACHIEVEMENTS AND RECOGNITIONS AT
UPCOMING OPEN HOUSE
On 29 July, the First Congregational Church in Littleton was added to the New Hampshire register of
historic places. The church was recognized for both its architecture and social history. As noted by the NH
Division of Historical Resources:
“… the First Congregational Church reflects the architectural evolution from Greek Revival style,
which was later covered with Gothic Revival details. The attached chapel is adorned with Stick Style elements.
Since its construction the property has been an important social and community gather place in Littleton.
Despite some modern alterations, the church retains sufficient integrity for inclusion in the State Register.”
The church also recently received notification of a $17,000 reimbursement grant from the Department of
Homeland Security for physical security at the church. The Department of Homeland Security awarded 7 NH
houses of worship on August 9th who will share a total of $150,000 in first-time Nonprofit Security Grants to
upgrade building security. Members of the church have completed the first step in a very lengthy process in
hopes to replace or repair some exterior and interior doors, install keyless entry to all exterior doors, and install
video surveillance at the main entry.
The Little Free Pantry, located in front of the church, is also a recent accomplishment of the Community
Outreach Group at the First Congregational Church. Inspired by the Little Free Pantry movement (see
littlefreepantry.org for more information), it is now open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to provide a space
where community members can help one another. Through the community, the Little Free Pantry will
supplement existing food pantries in the area as those in need sometimes have obligations during the hours
when local food pantries are open. Donations can be dropped off in the pantry 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Also celebrating is the Shining Lights Learning Center, located within the church building. Under the
directorship of Melissa Kam, the center has recently achieved License Plus Status after participating in a new
program offered through the Bureau of Child Development & Head Start Collaboration in partnership with the
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation and Child Care Aware of NH. Shining Lights is the first learning
center in the North Country and one of only twenty-one early childhood programs in the state to attain this
status. The License Plus rating was developed to help families identify higher quality programs that have
surpassed the minimum standards for childcare licensing.
A celebration of these recognitions is planned for Friday November 15th at 5 PM at the First Congregational
Church of Littleton which is located at 189 Main Street. This event will include a festive reception, presentations,
and a tour of the building and pantry. This celebration is open to the public and everyone is welcome.

COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME!
This year, our Community Service of Thanksgiving will be held at All Saints’
Episcopal Church. We’ll gather in the sanctuary for worship on Tuesday,
November 26 at 6:30 p.m. Rev. Lyn Winter will be preaching. Our Thanksgiving
offering will support the town’s emergency fund for the homeless. After worship,
we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments and visiting before we go
home. Come share in this joyful celebration as we join with our friends to give
thanks for God’s abundant blessings.

Steeple Talk
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries
November
Happy Birthday!

Anniversaries

1st
8th
11th
16th
19th
21st
22nd
28th
30th
30th

5th Dottie & Dudley Bailey
9th Wilma & David Weddington
13th Virginia and Bill Hyatt

Doug Menzies
Virginia Hyatt
Tom Smith
Tina Peabody
Val Poulsen
Pat Whipple
Ann Craxton
Heather Krill
Karen Morneau
Alison Bolt

December (preview)
2nd
8th
10th

Henrietta Aldrich
Mary Menzies
Ed Warden

The Ladies Society will hold
their November meeting in the
Dining Room at the Littleton
Community Center. It will be a
pot luck lunch and will be
honoring Karen Carbenneau.
Please contact Judy O. or June D.
to let them know what you will
bring. We will meet at noon on
November 13th.

I hope you enjoy this edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.

~ Pam Nute, editor

$21,365.45 as of 11/10/2019
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