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It’s really been kind of exciting, working at the church the last couple of
weeks. There’s actually quite a lot of wonderful stuff going on. People have
been working on the physical space, cleaning and neatening, painting and
grading, making our building a warm and welcoming place for the many people
who come here for support, education, worship and fellowship. Other folks are
working on ways to strengthen our dynamic Christian Education program, while
others are working on a feed-back process that will help us all become more
effective in our ministries.
Another group is looking at the structure of the church, how we go about
serving God and neighbor in this community, with an eye to discerning some new
ways of organizing the work of the church. Like any living organism, our church
is in a constant state of flux. It changes. We’re finding that the models and
structures that worked well for us a generation ago, don’t necessarily serve us
well today; the needs of the congregation have changed; our available resources
are different.
The good news of God’s abundant love is the same yesterday, today and
tomorrow; the people we need to reach with that good news are not. It’s
exciting to be a part of the conversation as the people of this church imagine
new ways of caring for one another, learn how to use new technologies, and
explore new ways of sharing the good news with the people God is sending us to
love.
In just a few minutes, I’ll be going upstairs to meet with my Wednesday
Bible-study class. Along with another class that meets on Sunday mornings,
we’ve been reading the Book of Acts. It’s about the very early days of the
church, and we’ve been trying to imagine what God may be saying to us through
this ancient writing. One thing we’ve seen over and over again: the early leaders
of the early church were called to be very flexible folks. The Spirit of God was
moving, sometimes in very challenging ways, asking them to open their minds
and hearts to people they never dreamed they’d be including in the church of
Jesus Christ.
The Spirit is full of surprises, always has been, always will be, I guess. So
the early leaders of the church were faced again and again with the difficult
question: What is essential to the gospel, non-negotiable, the part that is always
the same (“yesterday, today and tomorrow”)? And what are the things (“the way
we’ve always done it”) that may need to change because they get in the way of
fulfilling our calling to share the good news with the world?
Yes, it’s been exciting the last couple of weeks, working in this busy,
blessed and beloved building, meeting and working with the people of this
church as we open our minds to the wisdom of God, as we open our hearts to the
still, small Voice, as we open our sails to the winds of the Spirit and let God’s
abundant love pour through our lives into the world, in Jesus’ name.
blessings,
david
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Shining Lights Learning Center
The children here at Shining Lights have been preparing for their upcoming
Spring Concert. It will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Friday, May 31 st at 5:30
pm. They will sing 5 spring songs with snacks and goodies to follow. All family
members are welcome.
All Shining Lights children graduating to go off to kindergarten have had their
kindergarten screenings and did very well again. We are very proud of them.
Graduation will be held June 14th at 3:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
We are looking forward to our summer session which will begin June 17th
through August 16th. We will be closed August 19th through August 23rd for
renovations and to prepare for a fresh new school year.
Miss Dianah, Director of Shining Lights
*****************************************************************
A very big thank you to all people who help with Dinner Bell whether you
prepare food, help with serving and cleaning up, or by donating money to help
buy necessary items. I very much enjoy heading the Dinner Bell meal and
working with all of you. Each week Dinner Bell is serving between 60 – 70
people to give them a nourishing meal and for them to have time for some
fellowship. Thank you.
Judy Oleary
*****************************************************************


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, though the earth should change and though the mountains slip into the
heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains quake at its
swelling pride. Selah. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
stronghold. Selah. Psalm 46:1-3,7
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“Classifieds

and Notices”

Volunteers needed June 25-29

Summer Music
Soloists needed
If you know anyone or a group
that would like to sing and/or
play for Summer music to
please contact any one of the
Music Committee: Dottie
Morton, Rachel Clark, Emily
LaFlam, Elaine Stroop, or
Tina Peabody

• People with construction skills
willing to serve as mentors, teaching
and supervising youth
• Donors willing to provide financial
support and or building/painting
materials
• Hospitality volunteers to organize a
welcoming cook out and rally and a
closing celebration
• Volunteers willing to lend their skills
in organizing the project
Call Bob Muh at 444-5228

YTD
$ 46,444.49
$ 7,126.10

Total Income:

$ 57,497.61

Total Expenses:
Net:

$58,863.97
$ 1,366.36

Any member who would like a
copy of the
council meeting minutes can
call the office to request one

Call Judy Oleary at 860-5235
for more information or to
volunteer.

Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry. Money for gift cards to
purchase perishables is always
needed.

$ 3,927.02

June 18th @ 6:30

Your help is also needed to
help set up, serve, or clean up.

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:

$

Council
Meeting

Please sign up NOW to bring a
casserole, side dish, rolls or
dessert.

Food Collection Sunday –
May 26th and June 30th, 2013

Financial Report
April 30, 2013
Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

The next Dinner Bell that we
host is June 4th at 5:00
pm at the All Saints Church.

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in worship
planning
1.Do you have special music you
enjoy in worship?
2.Do you have creative ideas on
how to present God’s holy word?
3Do you love traditional worship
services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more worship
services.

Tina Peabody is looking for a
volunteer to help her with the
Stewardship program coming
up this fall. You will help with
deciding what to use for
material and help in putting
together the letter to the
congregation.
If you are
interested, please call Tina at
823-8823 or let Pat know in the
church office 444-3376
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Mission Spotlight
Strengthen the Church Offering: Thanks to all who contributed generously to
the recent Strengthen the Church offering. Receipts totaled $238.00.
“Hand in Hand”: Our members and friends contributed $235.00, which was
matched by an additional $235.00 from the discretionary mission outreach fund
for a total of $470.00 in support of this worthwhile initiative. During the work
camp week of June 24-28, 60 to 70 area youths will undertake between 10 and 12
painting, home repair and home renovation projects for elderly, disabled and
low-income homeowners, as well as those with a family member on active
military deployment. If you would like to volunteer as a project mentor, or if you
would like to either help serve or donate a salad item for the kickoff luncheon at
1:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 23 at St. Rose of Lima Church, please contact Bob Muh
at 444-5228 or muhfamily@roadrunner.com.
Special Thanks From A Grateful Teacher
Kudos’s to the Adult Sunday School class who have studied Together for a
number of years. Your desire to further your understanding of the Word
encourages all of us to walk with God.
Erma

A LOVING COMMUNITY IN CHRIST
Our Vision is:
•
•
•
•
•

To offer worship that celebrates God’s love and inspires us to bring that
love into our daily lives.
To engage people of all ages and at all stages of their spiritual journeys in
Christian faith formation.
To serve the community with compassionate hearts in the name of God.
To be intentional and consistent in our support and care or each other.
To be living examples of God’s love as we have come to know it through
Jesus Christ
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Restructuring Task Force
At the annual meeting this year in February, the congregation voted to suspend portions of the bylaws that pertained to committee terms, limits, and number of participants in our organizational
structure. We have had many challenges filling all the nomination slots over the past 4 years and it
has become clear that we need to address this. An ad hoc committee was set up to examine our
structure to see how we can move forward with the mission and vision of this Body of Christ.
We have a good solid foundation in our mission and vision and the work that we have done with
identifying these forms the foundation of the work ahead. The mission and vision together support
the purpose of this church which, in essence, is to bring people into a loving relationship with Christ.
We have identified, though our visioning process, that we are a loving community in Christ where this
relationship can be nurtured and shared with others.
The restructuring Task force, made up of Alice Muh, David Weddington, Ann Craxton, Linda Warden,
Tina Peabody, and Judy Warden, met May 23rd to start looking how to address this. We discussed
how it is important to keep in mind all that a church is. It is God’s church, yet it is made up of people
who covenant with God and with each other to love and serve God to the best of their ability. As we
have been reading in our Acts Bible Study, the presence of the Holy Spirit is an essential part of
discerning what is God’s will for us as members of His church.
With prayerful discussion we have identified the objective of this taskforce and that is to develop a
church structure that supports the purpose (see our mission & vision) of this Body of Christ. We will
be meeting again on June 6 at 6:15 PM at the church to continue our work. We will start by
examining our assets, strengths, and challenges. We have two other meetings scheduled as well on
July 10 and 25 – also at 6:15pm. We encourage any of you who would like to offer your time and
talents to join us on this task force. Those of you who cannot join us, please pray for us and for this
church. Also, if you have any ideas, concerns, or resources that could help us, please let anyone of us
know.
Alice Muh, chair

Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a
loving invitation and welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the
worship of God, to reach out to heal and enrich lives through the
Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at various stages of
their spiritual growth.
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Celebration Sunday in Review- On May 19, 2013 we had a special service celebrating our Sunday
School program! We looked at some great pictures of fun times and recognized those that helped to make this
year so special! Once again the Christian Education Committee would like to offer special thanks to: Our Adult
teachers: David Weddington and Erma Sheley, our mascot for the year: Chef Bob, all of our brave volunteers:
Wilma Weddington, Bob Muh, Mary Menzies , Judy Oleary, Emily LaFlam, Linda Warden, Joyce Krill, Phil
Krill, Su Schott, Kim Smith, Ajilla Pospesil, Peggy Bromley, Heidi Horsch, Carol Ann Blake, Cindy
Houghton, Lauren Lampman, Alice Muh, Ann Craxton, Ed Craxton, and Cynthia Nielson, and all of our
children!!

Vacation Bible School – Volunteers needed!! Franconia Community Church of Christ is a great place
to learn all about this year’s theme Water! The minister and his wife, Barry and Amy, provide spirited
leadership and the church’s grounds are a great place for kids to run off some of that beginning of summer
steam! Vacation Bible School will be held the week of June 17-21 from 9-1. Kids will bring their own lunch
but snacks will be provided. A trip to Whale’s Tale is tentatively scheduled for Friday of that week! Whether
you can volunteer for the week or just a day or two, the gift of your time would be greatly appreciated!

Horton Center -The newly renovated Horton Center wants You!! It is not too late to sign up for camp. We
have funding set aside to help defray the cost!! Please see http://www.hortoncenter.org/ or contact Kim Smith
or Wilma Weddington for additional information.

Introducing our 2013-2014 program:

Rock and Roll

Jesus Christ Super Star

Rock and “Role”

A sign-up board is in the fellowship hall for unit volunteers! This is a great opportunity to share your talents
with our children, fulfill the commitment you make to the children at each of their baptisms, and discover your
Rock side!! Congratulations to Cynthia Nielson for selecting our winning theme and thanks to all who
submitted ideas!!

Our new program will kick-off on Rally Day, September 8, 2013. Our annual Cake walk will follow church
on Rally Day. We will gladly accept baked goods of any kind! For our extremely talented bakers out there,
desserts that go along with our theme would make for a very fun table display!!
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Work Day, Celebration Sunday and Dinner Bell

Wilma Weddington

John Lofgren
ren
Celebration Sunday

Pastor David

Linda Warden
Emily LaFlam

Carol, Doug,

Bob M.

Bob O

Happy Days

Reg LaFlam and Ed Craxton

Page 7

First Congregational Church, UCC
189 Main Street
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561-4020

www.1stconglittleton.org

Return Service Requested

STEEPLE TALK
JUNE 2013

Steeple Talk
A newsletter of the
First Congregational
Church of Littleton

Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Bob Muh
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
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Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
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Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations: Eric Pospesil
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds: John Lofgren

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale
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Annual Salad Supper and Yankee Swap
Calling All Ladies................Monday, June 3, at 6
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. This marks the date
of the annual Salad Supper and Yankee Swap
sponsored by the Ladies Society. As a guest, you
do not need to bring a salad - you are our guest. If
you would enjoy participating in the Yankee Swap,
please bring a gift to be swapped - it can be a gag
gift if you like. A good time is had by all who have
ever attended. With Marlene Baker as our MC, you
know the evening will be fun and full of
excitement.
Hope to see you there - Fellowship Hall - 6 p.m.
Monday, June 3, 2013.
Questions? Call Barbara (444-1104 or Emily 4446678).

