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Pastor's Message
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Magit star-gazers out of some Eastern land, who made the long journépnor
the child whose birth they had seen in the sky. Some people think it took the \
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Messiah was going to be born, and make their humble way to the home of the
who was born to be King.
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long time. As long as it takes. As long as it takes for every person who is looki
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the signs and find their way, through all kinds of awkward twists and turns, to t
place where Jesus is waiting with open arms to welcome them.

| was on vacation last Sunday, so | missed the curious, unfortunate eve
the day. Maybe you @re on vacation, too. What happened was this: When peo
showed up for church, the sanctuary was dead cold. Luckily, there was heat ir
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readings from the story of the ymg child Jesus and a time to sing the carols we
lovet congregational choice. And the poinsettias survived the cold in the sanc
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who took them outside.

When | heard abut it, | thought about Mary and Joseph coming to town,
Mary feeling the hint of those first contractions already, fully expecting to bed «
in the warmth and comfort of an inn. No such luck. The inn was full, not a bed,
cot, not a corner by the gebellied stove for a man and a very pregnant woman
lay their heads. Foxes have holes and partridges have pear trees, but Jesus, |
the bat, no place to lay his head.
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was. And | thought about that when | heard about Sunday, how people came 1
church, epecting to enjoy the beauty and serenity of our sanctuary, light of the
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and candles and cozy, warm worship. And what they found instead was a froz
room, no place to wottsip the newborn child, no place for Mary, no place for
Joseph, no place for Jesus to lay his hetmkes and partridges notwithstanding.
But out back, behind the icy sanctuary, they found a humble place, not at all w

together, joined their voices in carols, and in this way, they welcomed the Chil
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May the joyous season of Christmas never end for you! Amen!

blessings david




Office Hours:

Pastor 6s

First Congregational Church

January 2018
Monday 1 Thursday 9:00 a.m. 1 2:00 p.m.

Of f WedmesdaypiuThwrsday 10:00 a.m. i 12:00 p.m.

Musi c Dir ect WedbesdapHDopunr. 58 p.m and Sunday 9:00 a.m. 1 12:00 p.m.
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH
5:00 PM-AAT LP
OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 7:15PM171 COG - CR
SLLC Closed 7:00 PM i Weds. PM 7:00 PMAA - EH
Pastors' Sabbath AA-FH
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9:00 AM T Adult Bible
Classi CR

10:00 AM-Worship Service
& Communion

10:00 AM i Sunday School
11:15 AM i Coffee

11:30 AM-AA - FH

4:30 PM i Finance -
LP

5:30 PM i SLLC
BOD i CR followed
by CE

11:30 AM-AAT FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

6:30 PM i Council-

11:30 AM-AAT FH

5:00 PM-AAT LP

6:30 PM- Choir Practice-
LP

11:30 AM-AAT FH

5:00 PM 1 Property
Committee - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Boy Scout Troop from
Barrington Arrives
PM-LP

9:00AMiT Mends
Breakfast i Bolt
Residence

Boy Scout Troop from
Barrington - LP

9:00 AM T Adult Bible
Classi CR

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM i Sunday School
Deaconds Col |

11:15 AM i Coffee
Fellowship i LP

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Pastors' Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

Committee Reports
due for Annual Report

11:30 AM-AA - FH

5:00 PM-AAT LP

6:30 PM- Choir Practice-
LP

7:00 PM i Weds. PM
AA-FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Fellowship i LP CR
Pastors' Sabbath 7:00 PMi Weds. PM
AA-FH 7:00 PM-AA - FH
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

7:00 PM-AA - FH

21

9:00 AM i Adult Bible
Classi CR

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM i Sunday School

11:15 AMi Coffee
Fellowship i LP

22

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Pastors' Sabbath

23

11:30 AM-AA - FH
5:00 PM i Host for

Dinner Bell i All

Saints Church

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

24
11:30 AM-AA - FH
5:00 PM-AAT LP

6:30 PM- Choir Practice-
LP

7:00 PM i Weds. PM
AA-FH

25

11:30 AM-AA - FH

26

11:30 AM-AA - FH

27

7:00 PM-AA - FH

28

9:00 AM i Adult Bible
Classi CR

10:00 AM-Worship Service
10:00 AM i Sunday School

11:15 AM i Coffee
Fellowship i LP

Food Pantry Collection

[Annual Reports Available

29

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Steeple Talk Articles
Due

Pastors' Sabbath

30

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

31

11:30 AM-AA - FH

KEY:

FH o Fellowshi p Hall

LP & Ladies Parlor

CR- Classroom
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oClassifieds and
Coffee Fellowship s in Wireless Guest Accoun{f MAT 6 O " O}
need of sponsors ! Please SSID: FCC Guests 8:00 am

sign up on the board by the
Madonna window

Password: fccl189main

January 13t at the

or call Pam Nute at 444 3376 En]oy! Bolt Residence
Inanci al Repor 10 ood Collection Sunday
F | Report Baby,i t 6s col d| Food Collection Sund
November @ 20T YTD LaFlam for repairing _
broken pipes and The Food Cupbodin the
Scheduled wd from| ¢, 00 contractors to keep the following items:

trust fund ’

SRS HCEURE%I Wc?rl:nr' i r']"e Waf ise Canned Fruit, Soups,
Otherincome: $ 189® holiday! g9 Stews, Coffee, Canned
Total Income: $172373 SIS (U, GUIEEr,

' ham, corned beef, Spam).
Total Expenses: $164504 Salad dressing. Tissues.
Net: $ 7,869 Thank you

Honoring Barbara Holland at the Ladi es Society holiday luncheon at Bailiwicks in December.
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olining Lights Learning Center

Guess who came to visit the
children at Shining Lights!!

Miss Bobby is trying to keep the
children calm before the big visit!

Even Pastor David visited Santal!

A BIG thank you to Judy Oleary for E
arranging Santads visit, he
the children and taking pictures!!



December 2 nd

Thank you to everyone who
joined in to make the church
beautiful for the holidays! Kim S. 8 the queen of crafts!

Bob O. finds Pamods
delicious !

December 16" z 20 Christmas

Baskets were assembled in the
Fellowship Hall

Thank you to the Deacons for
organizing and to everyone who
provided goodies for the baskets,

helped assemble and deliver them!




i 1017 Special Offering
THE CHRISTMAS FUND Gifts to the Christmas Fund are use

for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund to help servants of the church whc
TN have insufficient income in
L@ Lo o S o retirement, retirees who need helg
Wi misindon affording health insurangaremiums

or persons who finthemselves in
emergency situations that require
swift assistance.

Mission Spotlight _ _
$701.25was contributed this

year. Thank You!

Stewardship Update

As of January 3, 2018, the church has recei
41 pledge ommitments for 2018, totaling $122,372.
At the time of our annual meeting in 2017, we had
received 44 pledges, totaling $135,543.

Casseroles, salads, vegetables ar
desserts are needddA\n average
of 75 meals are served here is a
signup sheet in church to see
how you can help!

We can reasonably anticipate 4 or 5 more pledges,

which should bring us t
giving. The clarch council will be meeting on
January 9; we hope to have our projected income
figures as complete as possible to conduct a
meaningful final review of the budget.

Bob Muh,
Stewardship Coordinator

everything
it covers?? S

=KAHLIL GIBRAN
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CEOd& Christmas Pageant

December 17"
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Thank You to everyone who Christmas Eve 2017
contributed to the

Christmas Eve Offering

$1,280will be given to

The Emergency Fuel Assistance
program of Catholic Charities

Bob LaFleur and Brenda Faiweather

Our Angel, Wilma Three Wise Me n! Ron Bolt, Dennis Sharpe,Bob Oleary
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‘ 215" Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church \

The SECOND Sunday in February

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2018

Our Church By-Laws (Article 1X, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregatioim
February for the purposes of:

1 Electing officials and committees

1 Setting the budget

1 Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year

1 Conducting any other business that would require theote of the membership

The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind
us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God. In
fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year. Please plan on coming to
the annual meeting on Sunday, Februaryl1™ which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and
the business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee will be available.

Annual Reports will be available in the Sanctuary on January8? or you can
request a copy from Pam in the office.

COMMITTEE REPPORTS ARE DUE TO PAM BY
TUESDAY , JANUARY 1 6™
(or sooner is better!)
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Geoff Krill Inducted Into
Disabled Snow Sports Hall of
Fame at Adaptive Academy

PSIA-AASI Adaptive Team Captain Geoff Krill was inducted into the
Disabled Snow Sports Hall of Fame Saturday night at the closing
ceremonies of the Hartford Ski Spectacular aB8\PAASI Adaptive
Academy in Breckenridge, CO.

Krill was honored in the Recreational / Development category, which
recognizes an individual who has a minimum of five years of
experience in adaptivenowsport@and has made a significant
contribution to thdield, including innovative techniques, specialized
equipment, program development, education, or public relations.

Ailt was a humbling experience, o Krill said of th
in that room, including | I of my mentors and all of the people
He added that he was a little surprised to receive the award, as he is still so active in teaching, and wants to
continue to be invol wddifmarermany nygedms befdlrte@o ghii
completely involved with. |l 6ve still got plenty
think ités good to be honored and still doing it

Krill said the annual event is critical to the ongoing development of best teaching practices for adaptive
instructors, and that this year he was glad to see how much attention is being paid to helping adaptive studer
achieve increased independence on the snow.

1 Tehequipment is so good now that we can put someone wseksit and take them down

ABut what | saw coming out of the education grou
working with studentsto see justwhat hey can achieve. o
The event is among the nationébés | argest winter s

than 800 participants, ranging in ability from fitshe skiers to members of the U.S. Paralympic Team, and
more than 1% wounded service members, come together to kick off the winter season with instruction and

competitions. ST

PSIA-AASI Education Development Specialist Aleisha
Padilla Seubert said for adaptive instructors looking for 4 Ce—
_ _ : : F THE HARTFORD
continuing educaeterplacetowdrkt s, t her e oo N 5@ SPECRACULAR
with students who are eager to learn. : ~
RnThe event as a whole is incredi
whole adaptive snowsports community working together on '
the hill, o0 said Padilla Seubert .
provides the opportunity to tefa people who want to be
taught while also staying current on the latest and greatest
devel opments in equipment and t

- Peter Kray

http://www.thesnowpros.org/news/id/1564/qekifil
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Celebrating Birthdays

January

Happy Birthday!

2" Bjll Doyle m

31 Jean Kimball
10"  David Sundman
12" Matt Hunt Birthdays & Anniversaries
h - : : :
13' Carver Kiill Remember, if you would likgour birthday and/or
14t Kathlyn Quig anniversary ir_l the nex_t issue of Steeple_ 'I_'al_k, pleas
26 Alice Muh contact Pam in the office to makt_a sure it is include
If you think we do ot have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either
be included, please let Pam know that too!
Febru ary (preview) fstcong@myfairpoint.nebr 4443376.
7" Lars Nielson
7th Maxine Hadlock Thanl_< you to Judy 0. gpd Linda W. who sentin
10th Kellie Clark pictures for this edition of Steeple Talk!
| apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the February issue is
Monday, January 2 9!
~ Pam Nute, editor
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