
 
 
 
                                                                                      

 
         

        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   

 
 
 
 
                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                
 
 
 

 L ƘƻǇŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻn. Twelve 
days (lords a-leaping, maids a-ƳƛƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǇŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜŀǊ ǘǊŜŜύΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǘ 
ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǎƛȄǘƘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Magiτstar-gazers out of some Eastern land, who made the long journey to honor 
the child whose birth they had seen in the sky. Some people think it took the Magi 
ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ǇŀƭŀŎŜΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
Messiah was going to be born, and make their humble way to the home of the Child 
who was born to be King.  
 {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
long time. As long as it takes. As long as it takes for every person who is looking for 
WŜǎǳǎ όŜǾŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ) to follow 
the signs and find their way, through all kinds of awkward twists and turns, to the 
place where Jesus is waiting with open arms to welcome them. 
 I was on vacation last Sunday, so I missed the curious, unfortunate events of 
the day. Maybe you were on vacation, too. What happened was this: When people 
showed up for church, the sanctuary was dead cold. Luckily, there was heat in the 
[ŀŘƛŜǎΩ tŀǊƭƻǊΣ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŜƴǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
readings from the story of the young child Jesus and a time to sing the carols we all 
loveτcongregational choice. And the poinsettias survived the cold in the sanctuary. 
¢ƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
who took them outside.  
 When I heard about it, I thought about Mary and Joseph coming to town, 
Mary feeling the hint of those first contractions already, fully expecting to bed down 
in the warmth and comfort of an inn. No such luck. The inn was full, not a bed, not a 
cot, not a corner by the pot-bellied stove for a man and a very pregnant woman to 
lay their heads. Foxes have holes and partridges have pear trees, but Jesus, right off 
the bat, no place to lay his head. 
 !ƴ ŀŦǘŜǊǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƻǳǘ ōŀŎƪΦ !ƛƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ .ŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦƻƭƪǎΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƻƻƳΦ /ƻǿǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƛǘŜΦ {ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭΦέ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ 
was. And I thought about that when I heard about Sunday, how people came to 
church, expecting to enjoy the beauty and serenity of our sanctuary, light of the 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘƻǊȅ-telling, stained glass windows, flowers 
and candles and cozy, warm worship. And what they found instead was a frozen 
room, no place to worship the newborn child, no place for Mary, no place for 
Joseph, no place for Jesus to lay his headτfoxes and partridges notwithstanding. 
But out back, behind the icy sanctuary, they found a humble place, not at all what 
ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ simple place, they heard the story, prayed 
together, joined their voices in carols, and in this way, they welcomed the Child, 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  
  

May the joyous season of Christmas never end for you! Amen! 
 

blessings,  david  
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Upcoming 
Events  

 
January  1 ð Office Closed 

 

January 4  ð COG Meeting 

 

January 8 ð Finance 

Meeting 

 

January 8 ð SLLC BOD & 

CE Meeting following 

 

January 9  ð Council 

Meeting 

 

January 1 1 ð Property 

Meeting 

 

January 1 3 ð Menõs 

Breakfast 

 

January 2 3 ð Dinner Bell 



First Congregational Church 
January 2018    

Office Hours:   Monday ï Thursday 9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 
Pastorôs Office Hours:  Wednesday ï Thursday 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
Music Directorôs Hours:  Wednesday 5 p.m. ï 8 p.m and Sunday 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 
 1 

 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
SLLC Closed 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

2 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 

3 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
 
 

  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 

4 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
  7:15 PM ï COG - CR 
 
 
   

5 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

6 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

7 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
& Communion 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

 

8 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
  4:30 PM ï Finance -
LP 
 
  5:30 PM ï SLLC 
BOD ï CR followed 
by CE 
 
   
Pastors' Sabbath 

9 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
    6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
 
   6:30 PM ï Council-
CR 

10 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 

  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir Practice-
LP 
 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH  

11 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
  5:00 PM ï Property 
Committee - FH 
 
 

12 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
Boy Scout Troop from 
Barrington Arrives 
PM-LP 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
 
 
  9:00 AM ï Menôs 
Breakfast ï Bolt 
Residence 
 
Boy Scout Troop from 
Barrington - LP 
 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

14 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

Deaconôs Collection 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

15 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

16 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
 
 
  Committee Reports 
due for Annual Report 

17 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir Practice-
LP 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 
 

18 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

19 
 

11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 

  

20 
    
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

21 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

 

22 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors' Sabbath 

23 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
  5:00 PM ï Host for 
Dinner Bell ï All 
Saints Church 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP  
 
   

24 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir Practice-
LP 
 

  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 
 
 

25 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 

11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 
 

28 
 

9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

 

Food Pantry Collection  
 

Annual Reports Available 

 

29 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
Steeple Talk Articles 
Due 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

30 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
   

31 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 

 
 

 
  KEY: 
 
 FH ð Fellowshi p Hall  
 

 LP ð Ladies Parlor  
 

 CR - Classroom 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship  is in 
need of sponsors ! Please 

sign up on the board by the 
Madonna window   

or call Pam Nute  at  444- 3376 

 

 
 

Wireless Guest Account 
 

SSID:  FCC Guests 
Password:  fcc189main 

Enjoy! 

 

MÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ  
 

8:00 am 
 

January 13th  at the 
Bolt Residence 

November 30, 2017 YTD 

Member support: $ 131,470 

Scheduled w/d from 
trust funds 

$   22,000 

Other Income: $   18,903 

Total Income: $ 172,373 

Total Expenses: $164,504 

Net: $   7,869 

 

Financi al Report  

 

Baby , itõs cold outside! 
 

Thank You  to Reg 
LaFlam for repairing 

broken pipes and 
coordinating sub -

contractors  to keep the 
church warm.  He was a 

HERO during the New Yearõs 

holiday!  
 

 
 

 

Food Collection Sunday  
January 28th  2017 

 

The Food Cupboard in the 
office and is in need of the 

following items: 
 

Canned Fruit, Soups, 
Stews, Coffee, Canned 
Meat (turkey, chicken, 

ham, corned beef, Spam). 
Salad dressing.  Tissues.  

 

Thank you  
 

 

                            
  

Honoring Barbara Holland  at the Ladi es Society holiday luncheon at Bailiwicks in December.  
  

 

            òClassifieds and Noticesó  
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Guess who came to visit the 
children at Shining Lights!!  

 

 
 
 
                                                                                                 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thank you to Judy Oleary  for 
arranging Santaõs visit, helping with 
the children and taking pictures!!  
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Even Pastor David visited Santa! 

Miss Bobby is trying to keep the 
children calm before the big visit!  



 
                 

             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               December 2 nd   
 

 

Thank you to everyone who  

joined in to make the church  

beautiful for the holidays!    Kim S. ð the queen of crafts!  
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Bob O. finds Pamõs garland  
                          delicious !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16th   ɀ  20 Christmas 
Baskets were assembled in the 

Fellowship Hall  
 

Thank you to the Deacons for 
organizing and to everyone who 
provided goodies for the baskets, 

helped assemble and deliver them!  
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Mission Spotlight                  
 

 

Just a reminder that we 
are hosting the  

Dinner Bell  community 
meal on 

Tuesday, January 23rd  

 

All Saints Church at  5:00 pm  

 

Casseroles, salads, vegetables and 

desserts are needed! An average 

of 75 meals are served. There is a 

sign-up sheet in church to see 

how you can help! 
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Special Offering  

 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund are used 

to help servants of the church who 

have insufficient income in 

retirement, retirees who need help 

affording health insurance premiums 

or persons who find themselves in 

emergency situations that require 

swift assistance.   
 

$701.25 was contributed this 

year.  Thank You! 
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Stewardship Update 
 

 As of January 3, 2018, the church has received 

41 pledge commitments for 2018, totaling $122,372.  

At the time of our annual meeting in 2017, we had 

received 44 pledges, totaling $135,543.     

 

We can reasonably anticipate 4 or 5 more pledges, 

which should bring us to at least last yearôs level of 

giving.  The church council will be meeting on 

January 9; we hope to have our projected income 

figures as complete as possible to conduct a 

meaningful final review of the budget. 
 

                  Bob Muh, 
Stewardship Coordinator 
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CE ð Christmas Pageant 
 

December 17th  
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Thank You to everyone who 

contributed to the   
Christmas Eve Offering  

 
$1,280 will be given to 

 

The Emergency Fuel Assistance 
program of Catholic Charities 

 

 

Christmas Eve 2017 

Three Wise Me n!  Ron Bolt, Dennis Sharpe, Bob Oleary 

    Shepherd, Amy Sharpe 

    Our Angel, Wilma  

    Bob LaFleur and Brenda Fairweather 



 
 
 
 

  
 

 
The SECOND Sunday in February  

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2018 
 

Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation in 

February for the purposes of: 

¶ Electing officials and committees 

¶ Setting the budget 

¶ Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year 

¶ Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership 
 

The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind 

us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God.  In 

fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out 

these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year.  Please plan on coming to 

the annual meeting on Sunday, February 11th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and 

the business meeting following in the Fellowshi p Hall.   Coffee will be available.  

 

Annual Reports will be available in the Sanctuary on January 28th or you can 
request a copy from Pam in the office. 

 

COMMITTEE REPPORTS ARE DUE TO PAM BY  

TUESDAY , JANUARY 1 6TH  

(or sooner is better!) 
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215
th

 Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church 



 

 
 

  Geoff Krill  Inducted Into   
  Disabled Snow Sports Hall of   
  Fame at Adaptive Academy 

 
PSIA-AASI Adaptive Team Captain Geoff Krill was inducted into the 

Disabled Snow Sports Hall of Fame Saturday night at the closing 

ceremonies of the Hartford Ski Spectacular and PSIA-AASI Adaptive 

Academy in Breckenridge, CO. 
 

Krill was honored in the Recreational / Development category, which 

recognizes an individual who has a minimum of five years of 

experience in adaptive snowsports and has made a significant 

contribution to the field, including innovative techniques, specialized 

equipment, program development, education, or public relations. 

ñIt was a humbling experience,ò Krill said of the award. ñWhere I am in my career is a result of everybody who was 

in that room, including all of my mentors and all of the people Iôve had the pleasure to ski with over the years.ò 
 

He added that he was a little surprised to receive the award, as he is still so active in teaching, and wants to 

continue to be involved for many years. ñItôs kind of interesting to be recognized for something youôre still 

completely involved with. Iôve still got plenty of energy for building this sport for the benefit of others. But I 

think itôs good to be honored and still doing it at the same time.ò 
 

Krill said the annual event is critical to the ongoing development of best teaching practices for adaptive 

instructors, and that this year he was glad to see how much attention is being paid to helping adaptive students 

achieve increased independence on the snow.  

 

ñThe equipment is so good now that we can put someone in a sit-ski and take them down the hill,ò Krill said. 

ñBut what I saw coming out of the education groups was that they are really striving to stress independence, and 

working with students to see just what they can achieve.ò 

The event is among the nationôs largest winter sports festivals for individuals with physical disabilities. More 

than 800 participants, ranging in ability from first-time skiers to members of the U.S. Paralympic Team, and 

more than 175 wounded service members, come together to kick off the winter season with instruction and 

competitions. 
 

PSIA-AASI Education Development Specialist Aleisha 

Padilla Seubert said for adaptive instructors looking for 

continuing education units, thereôs no better place to work 

with students who are eager to learn. 

ñThe event as a whole is incredibly inspiring to see the 

whole adaptive snowsports community working together on 

the hill,ò said Padilla Seubert. ñFor our members, it 

provides the opportunity to teach people who want to be 

taught while also staying current on the latest and greatest 

developments in equipment and technique.ò 
 

- Peter Kray  

               

http://www.thesnowpros.org/news/id/1564/geoff-krill
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Celebrating Birthdays  
 

 

January   

Happy Bi r t hday !   
 

2nd  Bill Doyle      

3rd  Jean Kimball      

10th David Sundman       

12th Matt Hunt       

13th  Carver Krill  

14th Kathlyn Quig 

26th  Alice Muh 

 

Febru ary  (preview)      

 

7th Lars Nielson 

7th Maxine Hadlock 

10th  Kellie Clark 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or 
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk, please 
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.  
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or 
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to 
be included, please let Pam know that too!  
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376. 

 

Thank you  to Judy O. and Linda W. who sent in 
pictures for this edition of Steeple Talk!  

 
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.  

 

The Deadline for submissions for the February issue is: 
 

Monday, January 2 9th ! 
 

~ Pam Nute, editor  



 

                    
 
First Congregational Church, UCC 
189 Main Street 
Littleton, NH 03561  
Return Service Requested 
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Church Staff  

Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington 

Administrative Assistant:  Pam Nute 

Organist & Choir Director:  Dottie Morton 

Officers  

Moderator:  Lars Nielson 

Vice Moderator: Tim Gould 

Treasurer: Dudley Bailey 

Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill 

 

                 Committee Chairs  

Christian Education: Kim Smith 

Deacons:  Mary Menzies 

Finance: Dudley Bailey 

Mission:   

Music:  Tina Peabody 

Personnel Relations:   

Property Management:  John Lofgren 

Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey 

Shining Lights Learning Center  

Board Chair:  Suzanne Schott  

Director: Melissa Kam 
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