
  
 
 
                                                                                      

 
         

        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                
 
 

 I was living in Everett, Washington, working in a group home, first 
shift, seven to three. I made breakfast for the men who lived there; and 
there was one guy who liked to go for an early run, so I’d walk with him 
over to the school yard down the street, and I’d sit on a bench and 
watch as he ran all over the fenced in field. He would laugh and shout 
for sheer joy, and I would sit quietly, going over my morning prayers. It 
was a blissful arrangement. 
 In Everett, the daylight in winter is even shorter than it is here. By 
the time December rolled around, I was leaving for work in the dark. I 
counted the days until the solstice most years; but one year, I forgot. 

Then one morning, as I was driving to work in the dark, I noticed that 
the sky was getting light a little earlier than it had the day before. The 
days were getting longer. Yay! It was January first.  
 As it turned out, January first was the day I was able to notice that 
the season had changed, that the sun was returning, that days were 
getting longer—the old year had passed, a new year had begun. Of 
course, we know that the astronomical event took place on December 
21 or 22, and I’d often wondered why we didn’t celebrate the beginning 
of a new year on the day of the winter solstice. That would make sense. 
But a week and a half later? Why? 
 Now I know, or think I do. I’m guessing that other people had the 
same experience I had. Not being able to predict astronomically when 
the solstice would occur, they depended on their own ability to notice 
the change, which took a few days. The change had happened, but it 
took their human senses a few days to register.  
 Astronomers from Persia were watching the night skies, curious to 
know what they might reveal to a discerning eye and a well-trained 
mind. So they watched, made charts, got to know what to expect, the 
normal cycle of the sun and moon and stars. If anything 
unprecedented should occur, they’d be ready, they’d notice it. Year 
after year, they watched night sky as it swung around the polestar in 
predictable patterns until . . . Look there, in the east, a new star! Let’s 
follow it and see where it leads, they said. 
 It led to a house where a two-year-old boy was playing in the 
shavings on his father’s shop floor. Two years it took them, two years, 
from the time the star appeared to the time the knelt at the feet of the 
one whose birth the star announced and opened up their gifts and—
having been warned in a dream that Herod wasn’t to be trusted—

packed up in the night and left before dawn, heading home.  
 The heavens are telling the glory of God, the psalmist said, and it’s 
true; no matter where you look, the good news of God’s abundant love, 
of God’s outrageous grace, is pouring down from the sky in torrents of 
light, in bountiful gifts of life. As we enter this new year together, I pray 
that our eyes will be open to perceive, our hearts to receive, the good 
gifts of God, one bright and beautiful day at a time. Happy Epiphany! 
(Look! It’s God!) 
 

blessings,  david 
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Upcoming 
Events  

 
January 2 – Office Closed 

 

January 9 – Finance Meeting 

 

January 9 – SLLC BOD & CE 

Meeting following 

 

January 9 – COG Meeting 

 

January 10 – Property 

Meeting 

 

January 11 – Ladies Society 

Meeting 

 

January 12 – Council 
Meeting 
 

January 14 – Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

January 24 – Dinner Bell 



First Congregational Church 
January 2017 

Office Hours:   Monday ï Friday 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 
Pastorôs Office Hours:  Wednesday ï Thursday 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
Music Directorôs Hours:  Wednesday 5 p.m. ï 8 p.m.                                      
    Sunday 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

1 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship -LP 

2 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

3 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 

4 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
 
 

  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 

5 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

6 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 7:00 PMïNA-FH 

7 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

8 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
& Communion 
 

Deaconôs Collection 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

 

9 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
  4:30 PM ï Finance -
LP 
 
  5:30 PM ï SLLC 
BOD ï CR followed 
by CE 
 
  7:15 PM ï COG - 
CR 
 

Pastors' Sabbath 

10 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
  5:00 PM ï Property 
Committee - FH 
 
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 

11 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
  12:00 PM-Ladies 
Society-Bailiwicks 
 

  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
   
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH  

12 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
  6:30 PM ï Council - 
CR 

13 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 7:00 PMïNA-FH 

14 
 
 
 
  9:00 AM ï Menôs 
Breakfast ï Krill residence 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

15 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

16 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

17 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
   

18 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 
 
Committee Reports due 
for Annual Report 

19 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 

 

20 
 

11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
  7:00 PM ï 
Barrington Boy 
Scout Troop Arrives 
- LP 
 
 
 7:00 PMïNA-FH 

21 
    
 
 
 
 

  Barrington Boy Scout 
Troop - LP 
 
 

 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

22 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

 

23 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors' Sabbath 

24 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
  5:00 PM ï Host for 
Dinner Bell ï All 
Saints Church 
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP  
 
  Steeple Talk Articles 
Due 

25 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 

  7:00 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 
 
 

26 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
 

11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 7:00 PMïNA-FH  

28 
 

29 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

 
Food Pantry Collection  
 

Annual Reports Available 

30 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

31 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
   

  
  KEY: 
 
 FH – Fellowship Hall 
 

 LP – Ladies Parlor 
 

 CR - Classroom 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship  is in 
need of sponsors ! Please 

sign up on the board by the 
Madonna window   

or call Pam Nute  at  444- 3376 

 

 

 
 

 

-ÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁkfast   
 

8:00 am 
 

January 14 th  at the 
Krill  Residence 

November 30, 2016 YTD 

Member support: $ 133,980 

Scheduled w/d from 
trust funds 

$   19,700 

Other Income: $   14,904 

Total Income: $ 168,584 

Total Expenses: $157,132 

Net: $   11,452 

 

Financial Repo rt  

 

Still  NEEDED!!!  
 

Thank You  to those who 
have volunteered to be 

Greeters/Ushers  
already!! 

 

Please sign up, we need you! 
 

 
***************************** 

 
Wireless Guest Account 

 

SSID:  FCC Guests 
Password:  fcc189main 

Enjoy! 
 

 

Food Collection Sunday  
January 29th 2017 

 

The Food Cupboard is LOW 
in the office and is in need of 

the following items: 
 

Canned Fruit and 
Vegetables, Soups, Stews, 

Coffee, Canned Meat 
(turkey, chicken, ham, 
corned beef, Spam).  

Canned meals. Tissues.  
 

Thank you  
 

 

 
 

Above:  Victoria, Shining Lights “Star” 
gets ready for the Christmas Pageant. 
 
Right: Pastor David helps the angels 
prepare for their debut. 
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Thank you to Barbara Holland, right, 
for the music accompaniment at the 
Christmas Pageant!  Pam Nute, far 
right, happily narrated the story 
again this year. 
 
A BIG thank you to Judy Oleary for 
helping with the children and taking 
pictures!! 
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December 17 th   ɀ  18 Christmas Baskets 
were assembled in the Fellowship Hall  

 

Thank you to Mary Menzies for organizing 
and to everyone who provided goodies for  
the baskets, helped assemble and deliver 

them ! 
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Thank You for being a part of our Christmas tree! 

Above:  Emily, Tim and Estelle 
getting the items ready.   
 
Right:  The finished baskets! 



Mission Spotlight                  
 

 

Just a reminder that we 
next host the  

Dinner Bell  community 
meal on 

Tuesday, January 24 th  

 

All Saints Church at5:00 pm  

 

Judy is making mac & cheese and 
needs salads and other items to go 
with it.  Look for the sign-up sheet 
in church to see how you can help! 
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Special Offering  

 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund are used to help servants of the church who have insufficient 

income in retirement, retirees who need help affording health insurance premiums or persons 

who find themselves in emergency situations that require swift assistance.   
 

$486.50 was contributed this year.  Thank You! 
 

Due to the cancellation
 
of service on December 18

th
 (collection day) ï 

contributions are still being accepted on Sunday, January 8
th
.   

Special envelopes are located at the back of the sanctuary.
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Stewardship Update 
 

As of January 3, the church has received 40 pledge 
commitments, for a total of $123,843.  In addition to 
three new pledges, 17 “pledging units” increased their 
financial commitments.  Last year’s final tally was 49 
pledges totaling $135,716.   We are hopeful that 
approximately 11 more pledges will be forthcoming, 
which should push our total above last year’s numbers.   
For those who intend to make a formal financial 
commitment but who have not yet done so,  the church 
council would be most appreciative if all remaining 
pledge cards could be submitted as soon as reasonably 
possible.  Pledge acknowledgments are on their way.  

Thank you! 
 

                    Bob Muh, 
Stewardship Coordinator 
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Thank You to everyone 
who contributed to the  
Christmas Eve Offering 

 
$927.05 will be given to 

 

The Emergency Fuel Assistance 
program of Catholic Charities  

 

Christmas Eve 2016 

Above: Ryan, Lindsey and Oliver Clarke as the         
  Holy Family. 
 

Left:  Dennis Sharpe, Ron Bolt, Bob Oleary 
(Shepherd) and Lars Nielson as the Kings. 

A very merry LaFleur family! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The SECOND Sunday in February this year  

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2017 
 

Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation in 

February for the purposes of: 

¶ Electing officials and committees 

¶ Setting the budget 

¶ Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year 

¶ Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership 
 

The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind 

us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God.  In 

fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out 

these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year.  Please plan on coming to 

the annual meeting on Sunday, February 12th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and 

the business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall.   Coffee will be available.  

 

Annual Reports will be available in the Sanctuary on January 29th or you can 

request a copy from Pam in the office. 
 

COMMITTEE REPPORTS ARE DUE TO PAM BY  
WEDNESDAY , JANUARY 18TH  

(or sooner is better!)
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Christmas Eve Service 

 

214
th

 Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church 



 

 
 
 
 

Celebrating Birthdays  
 

 

January   

Happy Bi r t hday !   
 

2nd  Bill Doyle      

3rd  Jean Kimball      

10th David Sundman       

12th Matt Hunt      

13th  Carver Krill 

14th Kathlyn Quig 

26th  Alice Muh 

 

Febru ary  (preview)     

 

7th Lars Nielson 

10th  Kellie Clark 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or 
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk, please 
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.  
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or 
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to 
be included, please let Pam know that too!  
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376. 

 

Thank you to Judy Oleary who sent in lots of 
pictures for this edition of Steeple Talk! 

 
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. 

 

The Deadline for submissions for the February issue is: 
 

Tuesday, January 24th! 
 

~ Pam Nute, editor  

 

ECUMENICAL CHOIR FESTIVAL  

Rehearsals for the Ecumenical Choir Festival will 

begin on Sunday, Feb. 5
th

 at the Methodist Church 

at 1:00 pm.  Rehearsals will also be held on Feb 

12
th

 and 15
th

 with the concert on Feb. 26
th

 at 3:00 

pm. at the Methodist Church.  If you love to sing 

but are unable to commit to the weekly regular 

choir, you are welcome to join us in the 

Ecumenical Choir.  If you are interested, contact  

Maryann Langdoc at 603-444-5282. 



 

                    
 
First Congregational Church, UCC 
189 Main Street 
Littleton, NH 03561 
Return Service Requested 
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington 

Administrative Assistant:  Pam Nute 

Organist & Choir Director:  Dottie Morton 

Officers 

Moderator:  Ann Craxton 

Vice Moderator: Lars Nielson 

Treasurer: Dudley Bailey 

Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill 

 

                 Committee Chairs 

Christian Education: Kim Smith 

Deacons:  Mary Menzies 

Finance: Dudley Bailey 

Mission:  Judy Oleary 

Music:  Tina Peabody 

Personnel Relations:  Ann Craxton 

Property Management:  Ed Craxton 

Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey 

Shining Lights Learning Center 

Board Chair:  Suzanne Schott  

Director: Melissa Kam 
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