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I keep wanting to say Merry Christmas. But, of course, by the time you
see this, Christmas will have passed and it’ll be time to wish you Happy New
Year.
We’ve had a busy time this fall. The church has been hopping. The
Sunday school class led a special outing to the orchard, where we ate and
played and rode on the train. We had a couple of Christmas decorationmaking parties; we made a paper chain and made sure everyone there had at
least one ring with their name on it; we also put in the names of other
people--people we’ve been thinking of, people we’ve been praying for,
people we thought would like to be a part of our Christmas chain. Our kids
made the most adorable angel decorations with pictures of themselves. (Just
imagine, when we decorate the tree for Christmas in 2024, we’ll pull out
these ornaments and we’ll be able to see what our eighteen year olds looked
like when they were six!) Dottie played the piano and we sang and played
together as we hung our decorations on the tree.
The Deacons (past and present) made Christmas baskets and delivered
them so people who don’t get out much would know they are still being held
in our hearts. A group of us went caroling. It was a perfect, chilly night with a
dusting of snow blowing in the streets. We stopped in first at the Diner and
then we went in and caroled for people in the stores along Main Street. I
wasn’t sure we’d get out of Chutters with all the kids, but we made it. We
sang Silent Night, Jingle Bells, and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer. It was a
great Christmas season, full of fun things to do, and, of course, every time we
turned around there was food--pasta, brownies and cookies with cider and
chocolate.
The children’s Christmas Pageant was a pure delight and, week by
week, we decorated the sanctuary, adding a little more every Sunday: green
wreaths, pink and purple candles and bright red poinsettias. In worship and in
play, we lifted up our joy and our sadness; we cherished our children and
loved one another; we opened our hearts to receive the good news, and it
was good. It was very good indeed. And some of us could use a rest. On
Christmas Day, Wilma and I headed down the road for a week with family and
friends in Delaware and Virginia. We know your prayers go with us and we’re
grateful. When we come home, it’s going to be another busy season.

We’ll be starting the second round of the class in Acts for adults, there’ll be still more creative
Sunday school programs, our annual meeting is coming up soon, and we’ll welcome new people to
committees. The council, with your blessing, will be exploring some new, creative ways to organize ourselves,
new structures that will make the most of our gifts without burning people out or letting the work of the
church become a chore. We’re holding our budget in prayer as we wait to hear more from our stewardship
campaign. There’s another round of Prepared to Serve coming up, a great opportunity to get together with
people from other churches in the Conference to see what creative things they are doing, swap ideas and
learn from one another.
So, I’m looking forward to another year of sharing fellowship, work and play together, another year of
reaching out in creative ways to touch the lives of the people around us. In the meantime, I hope you had a
wonderful Christmas. I hope you laughed and sang, and ate and opened presents, and hugged one another for
all you were worth. Merry Christmas, even though it’s already passed, and welcome to another brand new
year.
blessings,
david
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Office Hours: Mon – Fri 8:30 am – 12:30pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wed and Thurs 10:00 am – 12 pm
Music Director’s Office Hours: Wed 4:00 – 8:00 pm, Sun 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
Pastor David on
vacation
OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday

Thursday

2
Pastor David on
vacation

3
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

2:00 PM-OA Meeting

Friday
4
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon

6 Epiphany
9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 - Choir
Rehearsal

7
Pastor's Sabbath
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Worship,
Communion/ Sunday
School
11:15 AM Music
Committee

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

8
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

9
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10
7:00 AM-Ladies
Ecumenical breakfast

5:00 PM-Property
Committee

1:30 PM-Ladies
Society Meeting

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon
Ladies Parlor

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

2:00 PM-OA Meeting

8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

6:00 PM-Christian Ed
Meeting
7:00 PM-Deacon's
Meeting

15
10:30 AM-Riverglen
Worship

16
10:00 AM-Clergy
Group/Ladies Parlor

17
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

2:00 PM-OA Meeting

6:30 PM-Council
Meeting

12:30 PM-Acts Bible
Study

7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing
13
9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
10:00 AM-Worship,
Sunday School
11:15 AM Coffee
Fellowship
11:45 AM-Acts Bible
Study

14
Pastor's Sabbath
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall
5:00 PM-Finance
Meeting

7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

11
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

12
8:00 AM-Men's
Breakfast Group at
the Krill’s

RI Boy Scout weekend RI Boy Scout weekend

7:30 PM-AA –
Fellowship Hall
18
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

19

5:30 PM-SLLC Board
7:00 PM-Al Anon
ANNUAL REPORTS Ladies Parlor
DUE TO CHURCH
OFFICE

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

21
Pastor's Sabbath

22
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

23
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

24
7:00 AM-Ladies
Ecumenical Breakfast

7:00 PM-Al Anon
Ladies Parlor

12:30 PM-Acts Bible
Study

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal

2:00 PM-OA Meeting

7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing
20
9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 Choir
Rehearsal

Saturday
5

11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM-Worship/
Sunday School
11:15 AM Coffee
Fellowship

8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

11:45 AM-Acts Bible
Study

7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA
25
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

26

5:00 PM Mission
Meeting
7:30 PM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing
27
9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study/9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
10:00 AM-Worship/ Food
Collection/ Sunday School
11:30 AM Coffee
Fellowship
11:45 AM-Acts Bible
Study
7:00 PM-Ballroom
Dancing

28
Pastor's Sabbath
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

29
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

30
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

31
11:30 AM-AA Fellowship Hall

7:00 PM-Al Anon
Ladies Parlor

12:30 PM-Acts Bible
Study

2:00 PM-OA Meeting

SAVE THE
DATE

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal
8:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA

PLEASE
ATTEND

Sunday
FEB. 3
ANNUAL
CHURCH
MEETING
AND POT
LUCK
LUNCH
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Ladies Society
The Ladies Society wishes to thank all of you for the support you have given us this past year. You have
participated in the Rummage Sale, Rada cutlery sale. The proceeds were useful to fund the Women's Prison
Ministry project, our church pledge, and local non-profit projects. In addition, we adopted two children from
the ‘Christmas Tree’ project at the hospital and provided mittens and caps to Shining Lights Learning Center and
the Lakeway Elementary School.
Our special thanks go to those who participated in the Saturday morning "clean up" at the conclusion of the
rummage sale. We couldn't have done it without you.
Our meeting on January 9 will be held at the Oasis at noon. The agenda will include lunch and the installation
of officers.
We welcome guests and prospective members to join us.

Shining Lights Learning Center
Shining Lights Learning Center (SLLC) presented their
annual Christmas pageant followed by a delicious pasta
supper provided by the Bromley family. Dessert was
provided by the families.
The children in costume acted out the Christmas story,
read by director Dianah Hale and assisted by the
teachers. They joyfully sang five songs they have been
preparing for this pageant. This event, held in the
sanctuary for the first time, was attended by friends
and family of the students, as well as many members of
the church.
The generosity of all who attended the pasta supper
and participated in the raffles made this a very
successful fundraiser for the center. $1727.00 was
raised. These funds raised help support the SLLC with
supplies for the children.
SLLC is an important mission of this church, helping
these little ones come to know the love of God,
preparing them for school and life.

Submitted by Barbara Holland
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“Classifieds
Angels
Explained by Children

and Notices”

You are invited to join
in worship planning!

Prepared to Serve
2013


Angels live in cloud houses
made by God and his son,
who's a very good carpenter.
--Jared, age 8
Angels don't eat, but they
drink milk from Holy Cows!!!
--Jack, age 6
My guardian angel helps me
with math, but he's not much
good for science.
--Henry, age 8

SAVE THE DATE:
DATE

Saturday
February 16, 2013

Roast Pork Supper
Partnering with White Mountain
Mental Health & Developmental
Services/Common Ground, a
component of Northern Human
Services to benefit their programs as
well as our church’s mission
program.

 Do you have special music
you enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative
ideas on how to present
God’s holy word?
 Do you love traditional
worship services?
Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more
worship services.

Acts Bible Study
resumes January 13
after church for the Sunday
group and
January 19 at 12:30 pm for
the Wednesday group.
Both will meet in the Ladies
Parlor.
This will begin session two and
continue for 6 weeks.
Contact Pastor David if you would
like to join in!

Bringing Life and Vitality to Your
Parish

When: Saturday, Feb. 23rd,
2012
Where: Pembroke Academy
209 Academy Road,
Pembroke, NH 03275
Time: 8 AM to 4 PM
Registration brochure and
workshop details can be found
online at www.nhcucc.org

Food Collection Sunday –
January 27, 2013
The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry.

The replacement electronic sign is up and running. We are so grateful and offer a colossal thank you to Ed
Craxton for being project manager, resident engineer, and communications expert. Many have contributed
to the cost of the sign, but we are still short of the full amount. If you have not yet had the opportunity to
donate to the sign, please consider a gift now.
The new sign provides a bright, and colorful way of letting the community know about our Loving
Community in Christ. We are still learning how to use it most effectively and ask patience from those of you
who don’t really like it. Please also remember that it provides a much safer alternative by allowing the
changing of the message by computer rather than risking life and limb climbing on the slippery hill.

Steeple Talk

Page 5

Christian Education
The Advent season was full of wonderful
activities starting with Advent family
activity night on the first Sunday of Advent
sponsored by CE committee. It included
crafts and a pot luck supper coordinated
by the Activities Team. It was a fun
evening making decorations for the
Christmas tree in the sanctuary. On the
second Sunday of Advent, families were
invited to decorate the tree after a
delicious lunch provided by the Christian
Ed. Committee.
Having several
opportunities to create decorations and
then a separate time to decorate was a
great plan. The Activities Team is planning
to engage more families in the events
planned and the Christian Education
Committee will be collaborating with them
as much as possible.
The children presented their annual
pageant on the third Sunday of Advent,
December 16th. The children acted out
the Christmas story with good cheer. The
kids loved their parts and managed well
telling the story in a simple way. The
birthday party for Jesus followed their
presentation and the kids saved some of
the cupcakes for the adults which made a
later arrival. Special thanks to all the
volunteers.
Starting out the New Year, the next
Church School unit theme is the Starlight
Restaurant.
The children will be led
facilitator Su S. and parents Peggy B.,
Heidi H., Lauren L., Cindy and Adam H. As
we start on Epiphany, our first focus will
be that star, combining Biblical and
historical perspectives.
The 2nd session of the Acts Bible Study will
start in January 13, 2013. One class will
continue to meet on Sunday after church
and the other will meet on Wednesdays at
church at 12:30 PM. Pastor David has
received positive responses from both
groups from session one. There are a total
of three six- week sessions of Acts, with
the third session completing the study in
the spring.
The three session format
appears to be working for the members
and friends of the church. If you would like
to join catch up on session one and join in
for sessions two and three, please speak to
Pastor David.
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Mission News
SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday, February 16 marks our third
partnership fundraising supper. This year’s partner is the
White
Mountain
Mental
Health
&
Developmental
Services/Common Ground component of Northern Human
Services. (Our first two partners were Habitat for Humanity –
Ammonoosuc Region and Friends of the Grafton County Drug
Court). Further details will be available in the very near
future.
YOUR MISSION DOLLARS AT WORK: The mission committee
recently authorized the disbursement of $100.00 each to
Trees for Troops (chaired nationally by Nigel Manley of
SPNHF/The Rocks Estate) and The United Campus Ministry
(UNH), plus $80.00 toward our food contribution to the
Dinner Bell Thanksgiving meal.
CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING: Thanks to all who contributed
so generously to this year’s Christmas Fund offering, one of
four annual UCC special offerings. $642.00 was raised toward
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks, pension supplementation,
health premium supplementation, and emergency grants –
primarily for retired UCC clergy.

NEEDED!
Steeple Talk Editor
As you may remember from last May, I announced that this is
my last issue of Steeple Talk.
Several people have
volunteered to help, but no one has stepped up take over as
editor. Steeple Talk has been an important tool in
communicating with the members and friends of this church.
It has been very rewarding to serve the church in this way, but
it is time for me to move on.
A volunteer is needed to take on the task of gathering and
putting together information that needs to be shared. The
form is not important; it is the outreach and communication
piece that helps keep us all linked together. It may be time to
go to entirely electronic using our website, Facebook, or other
social media. Or maybe there needs to be a combination of
media used.
Certainly a team approach could be used to tap into many
people’s different talents. I will be happy to work with
anyone to get them started. You can contact me at 444-5228,
or by email at alicemuh@roadrunner.com
Your sister in Christ,
Alice Muh

A New Year's Poem
Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892)

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light;
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow;
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.
Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.
Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful rimes
But ring the fuller minstrel in.
Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
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ANNOUNCING 210th ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 3, 2013
Our 210th annual meeting will take place on February 3, 2013. The Annual Meeting serves not only to
take care of the business of the church, but to remind us of our obligations to this church, our community, to the
world and to God. In fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year.
This year, beside the usual business, the council is asking the congregation to act on two very important
proposals. One is to suspend the by-laws that pertain to the committee structure of the church. The other is to
consider how the income from the US Cellular project will be managed.
The church structure issue is one that has been evolving partly by intent with the asking of the question,
“What is God asking us to do and be in this time and this place?” and partly by circumstances- diminished member
roles. How do we carry out our core mission and vision as a small church? By suspending the committee section of
the by-laws, we have an opportunity to be Spirit led and creative in answering these questions.
The US Cellular lease option, which is near to agreement, potentially will give us an expected income of
$21,600 a year. Because we have an old building which requires expensive repairs and we anticipate needing a
new roof in the not too distant future, the finance committee has proposed that that any income from this lease
be set aside for building maintenance fund up to $100,000. Once that has been reached, not more than 50% of the
monthly income will be applied to the operating budget, with the other half continuing to go to the maintenance
fund.
How we fund the rest of our church expenses is still a challenge. Pledges are still falling short of the
anticipated needs forcing us to deplete our trust funds at an unsustainable rate.
Please plan on coming to the Annual Meeting on February 3rd, which starts with worship at 10:00 am, the
business meeting following in Fellowship Hall and ending with a pot-luck lunch.
Alice Muh, Moderator

Our Vision
Statements
To offer worship that
celebrates God’s love and
inspires us to bring that
love into our daily lives
To engage people of
all ages and at all stages of
their spiritual journeys in
Christian faith formation
To serve the
community with
compassionate hearts in
the name of God
To be intentional and
consistent in our support
and care for each other

Expense Budget

Budget
2011

Actual 2011

Budget
2012

YTD
Nov. 30 2012

DEACONS

6,188

4926.00

6006

4573.92

6425.50

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

3,550

1146.66

2200

678.20

2200

MINISTRY OF MUSIC

1,800

1516.22

1700

2032.91

2480

43,445

41,014.70

43,374

36,456.95

44,520

PROPERTY

1030

569

585

232.50

255

PASTOR SALARY & BENEFITS

64,927

64,423.77

68,266.93

59,853.88

69,458.73

STAFF SALARY & BENEFITS
CONTINGENCY FOR INCREASES

38,008

35,795.44

28881.70

35,125.30

39,899.88

3220
11,000

1109
11,110.96

1086.13
9200

614.02
7883.34

1400.00
9,200

173,313

161,612

171,299.76

147,451.02

175,869.11

135,941
5500

133,365.13
3006.19

131,381
4000

122,708.76
2073.73

128,000
2500

0

0

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE

MISSION & OUTREACH
TOTAL EXPENSE

Income Budget
Total Pledges received +trackable
income expected
Loose Offerings
Church School Offerings

100

6.06

50

Gifts/donations/ unbudgeted

500

895.31

500

20,272

20,272

17,715

16,258.14

0

6000

4093.04

4500

3878.32

4000

5000

5157

5000

4998.00

5000

3854

976.63

3500

1000

1000

3200

3200

Scheduled withdrawal from
investments
Fund raisers

21.64

Interest income

To be living examples
of God’s love as we have
come to know it through
Jesus Christ

Budget
2013

Use of facilities
SLLC
Transfer from CE missions
Transfer from Cap. Camp.
missions
TOTAL INCOME
INCOME MINUS EXPENSE

173,313

166,798

171,200

155,115.55

143,000

0

5186

.24

7,664.20

(32,869.11)
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Come and journey, come and journey with a Saviour who has come.
We are all God's sons and daughters; in the Spirit we are one.
1. Come and journey with a Saviour who has called us from our birth,
who has washed us in the waters, and who loved us on the earth.

Officers
Moderator: Alice Muh
Vice Moderator: Tina Peabody
Treasurer: Marti Faulkner
Assistant Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Eric Pospesil
Property Management: Art Hunt
Trustee of the Trust Funds: Dick Holland

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale

2. Come and journey, journey inward, come and seek him deep within,
where he meets us in our living, in our striving and our sin.
3. Come and journey, journey outward, telling others of his name,
telling others of his glory, of his cross and of the shame.
4. Come and journey, journey outward, where that cross calls us to
care,
where injustice and where hunger and the poor call us to share.
5. Come and journey, journey upward. Sing his praises, offer prayer.
In the storm and in the stillness find his presence everywhere.
6. Come and journey, journey onward; all our gifts we now shall bring
to the building of a city that is holy, Christ its King.
Words: Herbert O'Driscoll

Music: Marty Haugen (1998)

http://cantusmundi.blogspot.com/2011/01/come-and-journey-with-saviour.html

