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I thought about changing the date. Ash Wednesday falls on February 14.
That’s Valentine’s Day. It’s a sure thing Wilma will want to go out for a special
dinner somewhere. We’ll dress up a little, maybe reminisce about the days when
we were dating, just getting to know one another. She told me one day she
thought I was kind of goofy at first, till she got to know me better. That’s the kind
of thing you can share over Valentine’s Day dinner a few years down the road.
I do like our Valentine’s Day festivities—nothing fancy, just a quiet
celebration of the wonderful relationship that has grown out of those first days
when she thought I was goofy and I was just starting to realize how incredibly
lucky, how very blessed I am.
So I thought we might want to move our Ash Wednesday service to a
different day, so it wouldn’t interfere with our usual, dress up and go out
celebration of Valentine’s Day. But then I talked to a couple of other people and
they said, “No. It’s Ash Wednesday. Don’t move it.” So I thought about it some
more and I realized the Ash Wednesday service could be a kind of Valentine’s Day
celebration of its own.
After all, we’ve been in this relationship with Jesus for a long time now. We
remember the time he told us how we looked at first: kind of awkward,
embarrassed, unsure of ourselves. But he stuck it out with us, gave us time to get
to know him, welcomed us just as we were, goofy, nervous and shy, and his
patience, his generous love for us, opened our hearts.
It took time, but we did get to where we were willing to be with him
honestly, openly, letting it all hang out. We got to the place we were ready to lay
down our awkwardness, let our broken places show, forgive ourselves for all the
ways we had hidden from him, all the ways we had wounded his love.
And now, every year on Ash Wednesday, we get to remember the wonder,
the miracle of Jesus’ love. We get to celebrate the beginning of our warm and
joyful life together with him. We get to lay down any new burdens, any new
obstacles, any new junk we may have picked up that’s getting in the way of our
love for one another. We get to walk together down the path that deepens our
love a little more every year, the path toward his final, complete self-giving, the
sorrow of Friday and the burst of Easter Joy!
So I decided not to move Ash Wednesday off of Valentine’s Day. I decided,
instead, to encourage you all to come and renew your loving relationship with
Jesus, lay down your burdens, your sorrows, your brokenness and realize once
again just how incredibly lucky, how very, very blessed you are. I’ll look forward to
seeing you on Valentine’s Day.
(For more information about our Ash Wednesday service, see page 5-6.)
blessings,

david
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“Classifieds and Notices”
2018 Ecumenical
Choir Festival
The concert will take
place at Durrell UMC
in Bethlehem
February 11th
3:00 pm

Thank you to Ross Fairweather for preparing
the coffee for Coffee Fellowship on Sundays! It
makes it so much easier for the Hosts.
Speaking of Hosts! Coffee Fellowship sponsors
are needed. Please see the sign up board at the
back of the sanctuary.
Still NEEDED!!!

Financial Report

Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be

December 31, 2017

YTD

Member support:

$140,872

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 24,000

Please sign up, we need you!

Other Income:

$ 19,586

*****************************

Total Income:

$ 184,458

Wireless Guest Account

Total Expenses:

$ 179,316

Net:

$ 5,142

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am
February 10 in the
Fellowship Hall – hosted by
Tim Gould and
Ross Fairweather

Greeters/Ushers
already!!

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!
Food Collection Sunday
February 25, 2018
The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:

Soups, stews, coffee,
canned meat. Tissues.
Jam/Jelly and Salad
Dressing. Condiments for
sandwiches.

Thank you

The Warden’s arrive at Dinner
Bell. See more on page 10!
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215th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2018

Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation on or
about the first Sunday in February for the purposes of:
 Electing officials and committees
 Setting the budget
 Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year
 Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership
The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind
us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God. In
fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year. Please plan on coming to
the annual meeting on Sunday, February 11th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and
the business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee will be available.
Please stay for a potluck lunch after the meeting. It will be a “true potluck”!
Please bring your specialty or something to share with everyone.

Moderator’s Message
Every year our congregation meets to review the prior year and get input for our direction in the next year. This
is a time for celebration and reflection.
The following document includes the budget and reports from committee chairs and elected leaders. Our
meeting will be a time for questions and understanding.
Our church remains strong with a great pastor and staff, lean but strong committees, and a beautiful, historic
home. We have gained valuable new members and lost beloved friends.
Thank you all for your participation and support. I have enjoyed the privilege of serving as your moderator.
Lars Nielson

If you didn’t get a copy of the Church’s
Annual Report
and would like one sent to your home, please call the Church Office at 444-3376
OR this report is also now available electronically.
Contact Pam to have it emailed to you.
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Greetings in the name of our Beloved Jesus Christ!
Wednesday, February 14, is

Ash Wednesday
the day we begin the journey of Lent.
During Lent, we set aside time to reflect
as we prepare for the mysterious and wonderful gifts
of Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter.
We’ll meet in the Ladies’ Parlor
for a special service of worship.
The room will be open at 6:30 p.m. for those who may want
to spend some time in quiet reflection.
The service will begin at 7:00 p.m.
I hope you'll come and share this time with us.
blessings,

david
Yes, it’s true. Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day this year. I’m not sure what
Wilma has planned. I hope she won’t mind if I ask her to wait. I want to celebrate with her.
And I will. But it’s also important to me that we take this moment to recognize the start of
our season of Lent. In a way, the fact that it’s a little inconvenient is kind of the point. This
time of reflection breaks into our normal habits and lets us know that something important
is happening, something we want to acknowledge.
For those who would like to know a bit more about Ash Wednesday and Lent:
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Lent is a season of forty days (not
counting Sundays) leading up to Easter. During this season we journey with Jesus along
the path that will lead him to the cross, and through the cross to the joy of Easter. On the
first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, we gather to remember our fragility, notice our burdens,
and make a commitment to walk with Jesus on the disciplined path of liberation.
On Ash Wednesday, we receive an odd gift, the sign of the cross placed on our
forehead in ashes, along with a reminder that these bodies are mortal, while the spirit, the
soul, the image of God that dwells inside us is eternal. During Lent, we focus on reminding
ourselves that the eternal part of us is who we truly are; so we focus our energies on
strengthening our connection with the things that last.
Many of us will be taking on some special discipline during this season of Lent. Some
of us may choose to set aside something we enjoy—some people don’t eat meat during Lent,
some give up chocolate, some forego movies. This kind of discipline helps us remember that
our cravings for pleasure don’t rule our lives, that we can walk with Jesus along a path that
will call for sacrifices on our part.
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Some of us may choose to add some sort of spiritual exercise—some people make a
special time for prayer during Lent, or commit to attending special services of worship, or
choose to read through a book of the Bible or some other spiritual book. This kind of
discipline can strengthen our spirits and give us the courage and stamina to follow Jesus
along his difficult path.
Some of us may choose to undertake some work of love—volunteer with the Senior
Center, visit people in a nursing home, help someone build a wheel-chair ramp or a new
porch on their house. This kind of discipline helps us develop the compassion that moved
Jesus through his whole life, the self-sacrificing love for all people that led him to choose
the path that led to the cross.
If you’re thinking about doing something special for Lent, Ash Wednesday is the day
you’ll begin it. I hope to see you on Ash Wednesday as we gather to begin our journey of
Lent. If you have any questions or would like to talk with me about any of these things,
please let me know. I’d be happy to ponder them with you. May this precious and healing
season bring you closer than ever to the God who loves you beyond your wildest dreams.
blessings,

david

Game Afternoon
January 20th
Fun had by all!!

More pictures on page 11!
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Carmen Menard presented Muh with the George and Jan Kirk Volunteer of the Year.

Congratulations!
Honored at the Littleton Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Dinner on Friday, January 26th

Bob Muh, president of the Littleton Rotary Club, was named 2017 Volunteer of the Year.
Rilee Clark, a senior at Littleton High School, was named 2017 Student of the Year.
Taken from an article in The Caledonian Record on January 29th by Robert Blechi:
Carmen Menard presented Muh with the George and Jan Kirk Volunteer of the Year. Muh, she said, is “truly a
servant leader” who “has superseded our expectations.”
Muh served his country in the military, served on the LACC board, as a president for the Littleton Rotary Club,
and on the United Way impact committee, and currently serves area churches, the Mayhew summer program for
at-risk boys, and the Grafton County Senior Citizens Council.
“Muh gives physically, financially and emotionally and any way to make life better for the community and
organizations that he is serving on,” said Menard. “Thank you for all you do for the community and region.”
Muh said he is inspired by others in the community who volunteer. “That keeps me going and wants me to
contribute more,” he said.
Presenting Student of the Year, an award sponsored by the Eames family, were LHS Principal Jennifer
Carbonneau and LHS science teacher Vanessa Sandvil.
Clark, an honor society student who has donated more than 150 hours in community service to such efforts as
serving meals for seniors and Feed My Starving Children, is resilient, hardworking and one of the best
examples of a young person who is content with herself but committed to grow as an individual, said Sandvil.
“She is determined to be the best role model she can be,” said Sandvil. Clark serves her community with a
willingness and enthusiasm, she said.

Thank you to everyone who participated in making/donating items and assembling the
Deacon’s Baskets in December!
Many warm cards of thanks have been received in the office. Here are a couple of excerpts:
To All Who Participated,
A sincere Thank You for all the “goodies” that were delivered to me. It is a wonderful project that you
do each year – especially at such a busy time for all. I’m sure it means a lot to all who are the
receivers – like me!
… I’m grateful for your care and thoughtfulness. It was a joy to be remembered at Christmas.
Everything was delicious! ...
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Por Favor! Please!

Hello and Happy New Year!
In February 2018, I will again travel to the village of San Jose Villanueva in El Salvador with a group of high
school students and adult chaperones. I am proud to be among these travelers. They had to think hard about
whether to travel to a developing country with many problems and risks and whether such a trip was worth their
time and money (folks pay their own travel expenses). Why did they agree to this trip? Because like me, they
hope to pay forward the blessings given by virtue of birth in this wonderful country of ours.
The joint effort will provide another family with the material foundations of basic human needs, and that the
effort will also provide them with the chance at the foundations of dignity. Other Salvadorans who have
worked on their own homes have remarked that they now have “a casa digna,” which means a house of dignity.
Imagine, a 400-square-foot concrete home providing a family "dignity". I am truly blessed to be part of this
simple but profound effort.
We will be building the house with the family, and yet, we need to raise enough money to help cover the
material costs for the construction. They have also saved and have presented themselves to be worthy recipients
of the effort of Epilogos.
Any donation would be greatly appreciated.
If you are able to help, please send your tax
deductible contribution to me in an envelope.
Checks should be made payable to
“Epilogos Charities, Inc.”
Muchas gracias for your caring gift!
Sincerely, Suzanne Schott
Please visit the website for more information at www. Epilogos.org Here is an excerpt from the website:
In early 2017, a group of volunteers from Concord, New Hampshire travelled to San Jose
Villanueva, El Salvador for several projects. First they came to help a family of six build a house,
which they were able to accomplish in less than a week with the help of many locals who also
volunteered. Second, they repainted the 300-yard-long mural in the center of San Jose Villaneuva,
a source of great pride for the local community. The story of this trip is captured in these photos,
shown in a moving 13-minute video tribute to all involved. Here is the link for Vimeo access:

https://vimeo.com/208723017
Editor’s Note:
I went to the website the other night to learn more and I watched a video of Su’s school group (you will see a
picture of her as the start of the video!). Look for her and her fabulous hat! You will see Su 5 minutes and 20
seconds into the video and at minute 10:40 there is a picture of her with the biggest smile – it is the BEST
picture I have ever seen of her – she looked very happy. It was fun to watch the students work hard and
contribute their skills, and I especially liked watching some of the students really bond with the young children
of El Salvador. The video was moving. Plus it had fun Latin music! I hope you will also take a look at it. ~ Pam
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CE Partners with Dinner Bell
Thank you to everyone who participated by cooking, donating and/or serving at the January 23rd Dinner
Bell and to the children in CE who prepared coleslaw for the meal! It was a challenging weather night,
but many, many people still arrived to enjoy the food. May 1st is the next time we host.

Curran, Kim & Brayden preparing the coleslaw

Elizabeth and Mary’s amazing cupcakes!

Linda, Kathy and Pam

Vic & Karen C.

******************************************************************************************************************************

What is the New England Women’s Celebration?
The New England Women’s Celebration takes place every 4
years at various locations in New England. It is held over (or
near) the weekend of Mothering Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Lent,
which is traditionally a time when the strict observances of Lent
were relaxed for a day so church folks could return to the
Mother Church of their roots.
The purpose of the Celebrations is to reach women in the pews
and to involve them in learning and sharing their faith beyond the
local church and Conference setting.
It is organized by women from United Church of Christ (UCC) congregations across New England,
however women from all denominations and religious traditions are welcome to attend.

Steeple Talk

Page 11

Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
February
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

7th
Lars Nielson
th
7
Maxine Hadlock
th
10
Kellie Clark
th
11
Sawyer Stroop
th
16
Kay Lofgren
h
20
Bevalie Nute
23rd
Willis Stroop
th
28 ? 3/1? Emily LaFlam is a Leaper!

14th Karen & Stuart Lord
26th Mark & Penny Blodgett
Thank you to Judy O. for sending in pictures
for this edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the March issue is:

Monday, February 26th
~ Pam Nute, editor

March (preview)
6th
9th

Elizabeth Edney
Glenda Iles

Game Afternoon – January 20th – Fun had by all!!
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