
  
 
 
                                                                                      

 
 

                
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   

 
 
 
 
                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                
 

 A lovely morning; bright snow falling, rounding the hard, sharp edges of the 
world; a little gray, yes, but with this fine, white beauty floating down, this gray 
feels bright.  
 hǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
year, lots of things going onτtimes when ǿŜΩǾŜ gotten together for fun, for food, 
ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ 
bringing good news ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ what 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ Řƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻǳǊ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ, and ǿŜΩƭƭ 
commission new leaders for the coming year. ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
blessings and challenges, look at the roster of volunteers, explore our sense of 
callingτwhat is God asking each of us to do to help this church continue to bless its 
members and the people around us throughout the world . . .! I get going, I know. 
 !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнth, right 
after church. Well, actually, beginning with church. Our Annual Meeting actually 
begins at the start of worship. After all, even though we may have business to 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
own hands and feet and hearts and minds at work in the world, reminding the 
world of the Love that flows through every moment of our lives, whether we notice 
it or not.  
 Or, as our Congregational ancestors were fond of saying, we are a City on a 
Hill. aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ ά! Ŏƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƙƛƭƭ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘƛŘΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ 
treat one another, how we interact with people around us, everything we do is 
open for the world to see. That can be a little scary when you consider the fact that, 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ŘƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩŘ 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
opportuniǘȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƭƭΣέ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΤ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿƘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
who mourn, for the meek, those who hunger for justice and peace.  
 It was wonderful this morning, just sitting in my living-room and watching 
the bright snow falling, rounding the hard, sharp edges of the world.  Of course, 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘΣ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŜŘƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜτthe Body of Christ, 
ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻƴ ŀ IƛƭƭΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜning for the voice of the God who has been 
with us throughout the life of this church, the God who is with us today, tomorrow 
and forever, helping us to find our place in the pattern, filling us with good things to 
share with each other, with our neighborsΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƻƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘere. 
 

blessings,  david 
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Upcoming 
Events  

 
February 4 ð 2nd Annual     

         Game Night 
 

February 6 ð Office Closed 
 

February  8 ð Ladies Society 
 

February 1 1 ð Menõs    

          Breakfast 
 

February 1 2 ð Annual   

         Meeting 
 

February 13  ð SLLC Board & 
          CE  
 

February 16  ð COG Meeting 
 

February 26  ð Ecumenical 

          Choir Concert 

 

February 27 ð SLLC State   

          Regs Q&A 
 



First Congregational Church 
February 2017 

Office Hours:   Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 
Pastorôs Office Hours:  Wednesday ï Thursday 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
Music Directorôs Hours:  Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.                                      
    Sunday 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 
    1 

 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 

  5:00 PM-AA - LP 
 

  6:30 PM-Choir Practice-
LP 
 

  7:00 PM-AA-FH 

2 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 

3 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PMïNA-FH 
 

4 
 
 
  4:00 PM ï 7:00 PM 
Crockpot/Game Night 
- LP 
 
 
 
   7:00 PM-AA-FH 

5 
 
  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship 
Service and communion 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

 

6 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
   
 
  Office Closed 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

7 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
   
 
 
   
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 

8 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
  1:30 PM ï Ladies 
Society - LP 
 
  5:00 PM-AA ï LP 
 
  6:30 PM-Choir Practice-
LP 
 
  7:00 PM-AA-FH 

9 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
   

10 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PMïNA-FH 

11 
 
  8:00 AM - Menôs 
Breakfast ï Nielson 
Residence 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   7:00 PM-AA-FH 

12 
 

  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship 
Service  
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

Deaconôs Collection 
 

11:20 AM-Annual Meeting 
ï FH 

13 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
 
 
  5:30 PM ï SLLC 
BOD & CE following 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

14 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
   

 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 

15 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA - LP 
 
  6:30 PM-Choir Practice-
LP 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA-FH 

16 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:15 PM ï COG - CR 
 

17 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PMïNA-FH 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   7:00 PM-AA-FH 

19 
 
  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship 
Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

20 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

21 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
   
 
 
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 

22 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
  5:00 PM-AA - LP 
 
  6:30 PM-Choir Practice-
LP 
 
  7:00 PM-AA-FH 

23 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
Steeple Talk Articles 
Due 
 
 
 

24 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 7:00 PMïNA-FH 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   7:00 PM-AA-FH 

26 
 
  9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Study ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship 
Service 
 

10:00 AM ï Sunday School 

 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 
  3:00 PM ï Ecumenical Choir 
Concert ï Methodist church 

 
Food Pantry Collection 

27 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
 
 
 
 
  6:00 PM ï SLLC 
State Regs Q&A- FH 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

28 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

KEY: 
 
 FH ð Fellowship Hall  
 

 LP ð Ladies Parlor  
 

 CR - Classroom 
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The Community Outreach Group  
Invites you to the Ladies Parlor  

 

Saturday, February 4th from 4pm to 7pm  
 

 

-ÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ  
 

8:00 am 
 

February 1 1 at the 
Nielson Residence 

 
 

December 31, 2016 YTD 

Member support: $147,517 

Scheduled w/d from 
trust funds 

$   21,500 

Other Income: $   16,182 

Total Income: $ 185,199 

Total Expenses: $ 177,247 

Net: $   7,952 

 

Financial Report  

 

 

 

 

If you didnôt get a copy 

of the Churchôs 

Annual Report  

and would like one sent 

to your home, please 

call the Church Office 

at 444-3376 OR this 

report is also now 

available electronically.   

Contact Pam to have it 

emailed to you. 
 

 

Still NEEDED!!!  
 

Thank You  to those who 
have volunteered to be 

Greeters/Ushers  

already!!  
 

Please sign up, we need you!  
 

 

*************************** **  
 

Wireless Guest Account 
 

SSID:  FCC Guests 
Password:  fcc189main 

Enjoy! 
 

 

Food Collection Sunday  
February 2 6, 201 7 

 

The Food Cupboard is in need of 
the following items: 

 

Soups, stews, coffee, canned 
meat (turkey, chicken, ham, 
corned beef, Spam).   Paper 

towels & tissues. Dry cereals, 
snacks, crackers.  Condiments 

for sandwiches.  
 

Thank you  

 

  
 

Welcome! New members, Elizabeth Edney, Vivian Davis, Bob & Estelle LaFleur 
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The Shining Lightsõ children have been thrilled to play in the snow! We have made snowmen, 
snow angels, and forts. We went  sledding down our hill and for some walks. We have also 
enjoyed our time in the Hall on very cold days.  
 

Preschoolers are learning about recycling. We had Steve from the Littleton Transfer Station visit 
us and talk about what he does there and about the r ecycling process. Stephanie from the 
Littleton Library picked out books for us to read about recycling. We have a play area where 
children can sort the recyclables. Children learned ways to reduce waste and reused items by 
making something new with them.  
 

Toddlers have been busy learning their colors and counting. They have mixed colors and created 
beautiful works of art. They love their counting puzzle and counting projects. At the moment, 
there are a few children that are going through the exciting journe y of potty training. We use 
lots of stickers and lots of cleaning supplies, but the end result is well worth it!  
 

We are excited to have Pastor David to come visit us on a biweekly basis to join in our fun!! Judy 
Oleary helps us every now and then and is reminded how busy children can be. We are so blessed 
to have so many amazing people that love our children.  

Melissa Kam, Director  



 
             

    

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2017 
 

Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation on or 

about the first Sunday in February for the purposes of: 

¶ Electing officials and committees 

¶ Setting the budget 

¶ Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year 

¶ Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership 
 

The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind 

us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God.  In 

fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out 

these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year.  Please plan on coming to 

the annual meeting on Sunday, February 12th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and 

the business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall.   Coffee will be available.  

Please stay for a potluck lunch  after the meeting.  It will be a òtrue potluckó!  

Please bring your specialty or something to share with everyone. 

 
 

Moderatorôs Message 
 

I hope you have a big circle around the date February 12
th
 and that you plan to be at church for worship, the 

Annual Meeting and potluck luncheon.  It is an important day in the life of our church each year, because it is 

the one time we gather especially to listen to each other as we discuss the affairs of our church and our dreams 

for its future. 
 

This year when you pick up your booklet with annual reports you will notice a special section on our churchôs 

by-laws.  Several years ago we suspended a section of the by-laws because our membership had declined and 

we were having difficulty filling all the committees per the specifications in the by-laws.  We have functioned 

without these by-laws while our membership has stabilized.  We have made some adjustments for managing our 

church and are now ready to ask you to look at the revised structure and be ready to vote on the 12
th
.   

 

By-laws can seem like dry reading and unnecessary when all is functioning well; however, when an 

organization hits a snag they are invaluable.  We have tried to streamline our churchôs management structure 

and simplify the language to allow for more flexibility year-to-year.  The council hopes you will concur with 

these revisions and, if not, come prepared to offer an amendment. 
 

This meeting concludes my two years as Moderator.  I am most grateful for the opportunity you gave me to 

serve this church not only in this leadership position but in others. 
 

I now hand the gavel over to Lars Nielson and ask you to support and pray for him as you have for me. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Ann Craxton 
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214
th

 Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church 
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