February 2017

Contents

Pastor 6 s Messag
February Calendar 2

0Cl assifieds:i

Church & 4-12
Community Happenings

Upcoming

Events

February 4 82" Annual
Game Night

February 6 0Office Closed
February 8 dLadies Society

February1 1 6Me n 6 s
Breakfast

February 1 2 8 Annual
Meeting

February 13 0SLLC Board &
CE

February 16 6COG Meeting

February 26 6 Ecumenical
Choir Concert

February 27 0SLLC State
Regs Q&A

Production staffam Nute

EMAIL fstcong@m

Steeple Talk

First Congregational Church of Littleton
189 Main Street, Littleton, NH 03561

PHONE 603444-3376 FAX 603444-6589
airpoint.net WEBSITE:www.1stconglittleton.or

Pastor's Message

A lovely morning; bright snow falling, rounding the hard, sharp edges
world; a little gray, yes, but with this fine, white beauty floating down, this gray
feels bright.
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world of the Love that flows through every moment of our lives, whether wéce:
it or not.

Or, as our Congregational ancestors were fond of saying, we are a Cil
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who mourn, for the meek, those who hunger for justice and peace.

It was wonderful this mornig, just sitting in my livingpom and vatching
the bright snow falling, rounding the hard, sharp edges of the world. Of cours
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First Congregational Church

Office Hours:
Pastor 6

February 2017

Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. i 1:00 p.m.
s Of f WedresddpiuThwrsday 10:00 a.m. i 12:00 p.m.

Musi c Direct WedbesdapyHopunr. © 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. i 12:00 p.m.
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH
4:00 PM i 7:00 PM

5:00 PM-AA - LP Crockpot/Game Night
6:30 PM-Choir Practice- "LP

LP 7:00 PMi NA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH 7:00 PM-AA-FH

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

9:00 AM i Adult Bible

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AAT FH

11:30 AM-AAT FH

11:30 AM-AAT FH

8:.00AM-Menods

Study i CR Breakfast i Nielson
1:30 PM i Ladies Residence
10:00 AM-Worship Society - LP
Service and communion | Office Closed
N 5:00 PM-AAT LP
10:00 AM i Sunday School
. . 6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 6:30 PM-Choir Practice-
11:15 AM i Coffee ,
Fellowship i LP Pastors' Sabbath LP
7:00 PM-AA-FH 7:00 PMi NA-FH 7:00 PM-AA-FH
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 AM i Adult Bible  |11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH
Study i CR
5:00 PM-AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Service 5:30 PM 1 SLLC 6:30 PM-Choir Practice-
10:00 AM i Sunday School BOD & CE following LP
Deaconds Col 7:15PMT COG -CR
7:00 PM-AA-FH 7:00 PMi NA-FH 7:00 PM-AA-FH
11:20 AM-Annual Meeting [Pastors' Sabbath 6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
i FH :
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00 AM i Adult Bible |11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH 11:30 AM-AAT FH
Study i CR
5:00 PM-AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Service 6:30 PM-Choir Practice- |Steeple Talk Articles
LP Due
10:00 AM i Sunday School 6:00 PM-AIAnon-LP
11:15 AMi Coffee Pastors' Sabbath 7:00 PM-AA-FH 7:00 PMi NA-FH 7:00 PM-AA-FH
Fellowship i LP
26 27 28
9:00 AM 1 Adult Bible  [11:30 AM-AA-FH  [11:30 AM-AA - FH KEY:

Study i CR

10:00 AM-Worship
Service

10:00 AM i Sunday School

11:15 AMi Coffee
Fellowship i LP

3:00 PM i Ecumenical Choir
Concert i Methodist church

Food Pantry Collection

6:00 PM 1 SLLC
State Regs Q&A- FH

Pastors' Sabbath

FH d Fellowship Hall
LP & Ladies Parlor

CR- Classroom
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The Community Outreach Group
Invites you to the Ladies Parlor

Saturday, February 4™ from 4pm to 7pm

- AT 80 " O4
8:00 am

February 1 1 at the
Nielson Residence

Financial Report

December 3206 YTD
Member support: $147,517
et o] s 2500
Otherincome: $ 16,182
Total Income: $185,199
Total Expenses: $177,247
Net: $ 7,952

d
Ct

|l f you di
of the
Annual Report

and would like one ser

to your home, please

call the Church Office
at 4443376 OR this
report is also now

available electronically

Contact Pam to have
emailed to you.

Still NEEDED!!!

Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be

Greeters/Ushers
already!!

Please sign up, we need you!

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkk **

Wireless Guest Account

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fccl189main

Enjoy!

Food Collection Sunday
February 2 6, 2017

The Food Cupboard is in need
the following items:

Soups, stews, coffee, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam). Paper
towels & tissues. Dry cereals,
snacks, crackers.Condiments
for sandwiches.

Thank you

Welcome! New members, Elizabeth Edney, Vivian Davis, Bob & Estelle LaF
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Shining Lights Learning Center

The Shining Lightsd children have been thril]l
snow angels, and forts. We went sledding down our hill and for some walks. We have also
enjoyed our time in the Hall on very cold days.

Preschoolers are learning about recycling. We had Steve from the Littleton Transfer Station visit
us and talk about what he does there and about the r ecycling process. Stephanie from the
Littleton Library picked out books for us to read about recycling. We have a play area where
children can sort the recyclables. Children learned ways to reduce waste and reused items by
making something new with them.

Toddlers have been busy learning their colors and counting. They have mixed colors and created
beautiful works of art. They love their counting puzzle and counting projects. At the moment,
there are a few children that are going through the exciting journe 'y of potty training. We use
lots of stickers and lots of cleaning supplies, but the end result is well worth it!

We are excited to have Pastor David to come visit us on a biweekly basis to join in our fun!! Judy
Oleary helps us every now and then and is reminded how busy children can be. We are so blessed
to have so many amazing people that love our children.

Melissa Kam, Director




“ 214" Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church “

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 201/

Our Church By-Laws (Article 1X, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation on or
about the first Sunday in February for the purposes of:

1 Electing officials and committees

1 Seting the budget

1 Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year

1 Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership

The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind
us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God. In
fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year. Please plan on coming to
the annual meeting on Sunday, Februaryl2" which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and
the business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee will be available.

Please stay for potluck lunchaf t er t he meeti ng. It wi ||
Pleasebring your specialty or something to share with everyone.

Moder atords Message

| hope you have a big circle around the date Februdtaad that you plan to be at church feorship, the

Annual Meeting and potluck luncheon It is an important day ithe life of our church each year, because it is
the one time we gather especially to listen to each other as we discuss the affairs of our church and our drea
for its future.

This year when you pick up your booklet with annual reports you willnoicpa ci al secti on c
by-laws. Several years ago we suspended a section of tlavsybecause our membership had declined and

we were having difficulty filling all the committees per the specifications in tHawyg. We have functioned
without these bylaws while our membership has stabilized. We have made some adjustments for managing c
church and are now ready to ask you to look at the revised structure and be ready to vote'dn the 12

By-laws can seem like dry reading and unnecgsshen all is functioning well; however, when an

organi zation hits a snag they are invaluabl e. wW
and simplify the language to allow for more flexibility ydaryear. The council hopes you wilbncur with

these revisions and, if not, come prepared to offer an amendment.

This meeting concludes my two years as Moderdtam most grateful for the opportunity you gave me to
serve this church not only in this leadership position but in others.

| now hand the gavel over to Lars Nielson and ask you to support and pray for him as you have for me.

Grace and Peace,

Ann Craxton
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December 2016. He is standing with Carole Zangla, Director of the Littleton Area Senior Center. (Courtesy photo)

Making A Difference:
Bob Muh Spends Retirement Making
Community A Better Place

by Leah Carey
January 23,2017
The Caledonian Record

When it comes to giving of himself to help others, Bob
Muh has one simple question: Why not?

“I have so much and so many other people have so
little, in terms of resources and opportunities and
education and so forth,” Muh said last week. “It just
seems that it’s important for me to try to share what I’ve
got or to give back.”

After a decade in the military as a young man, Muh
went to law school and dedicated himself to public
service. He served in Massachusetts and Concord, New
Hampshire, and argued before the NH Supreme Court
as a criminal prosecutor. He then moved north to the

Grafton Superior Court in Haverhill, New Hampshire,
to serve as an administrative clerk.

“It was challenging. I enjoyed the aspect of helping
people navigate through a system that was alien to
them,” Muh said. “The other aspect of it that was
challenging was making the work load and the
resources available match. Trying to make sure that

. things ran smoothly, trying to anticipate everything that

could go wrong.”

He said that sometimes people he didn’t recognize
would come up to him on the street and say things like,
“I really appreciate what you did for me six years ago.”
It was a good feeling to know he’d made an impact.

Six years ago, Muh had a chance to navigate through his
own unknown waters: early retirement. The state
Jjudiciary reorganized the administrator positions and he
was given the opportunity to retire early.

“I took a look at it, and I think it worked out well,” Muh
said. “I’m not entirely sure where I’'m going, but I
haven’t looked back!”
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