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A lovely morning; bright snow falling, rounding the hard, sharp edges of the
world; a little gray, yes, but with this fine, white beauty floating down, this gray
feels bright.
Our Annual Meeting is coming up this month. We’ve had a very exciting
year, lots of things going on—times when we’ve gotten together for fun, for food,
for studying God’s word, for prayer and song, for walking with those who suffer, for
bringing good news to those who are in need. We’ll have a chance to share what
we’ve done and imagine some new things we might do next year. We’ll offer our
thanks to the wonderful people who have led us in the year that’s passed, and we’ll
commission new leaders for the coming year. We’ll take a look at our financial
blessings and challenges, look at the roster of volunteers, explore our sense of
calling—what is God asking each of us to do to help this church continue to bless its
members and the people around us throughout the world . . .! I get going, I know.
Anyway, that’s what our Annual Meeting will be about. February 12th, right
after church. Well, actually, beginning with church. Our Annual Meeting actually
begins at the start of worship. After all, even though we may have business to
conduct, we’re not a business; we’re a church; we’re the Body of Christ, God’s very
own hands and feet and hearts and minds at work in the world, reminding the
world of the Love that flows through every moment of our lives, whether we notice
it or not.
Or, as our Congregational ancestors were fond of saying, we are a City on a
Hill. Matthew tells us, “A city built on a hill cannot be hid.” What we do, how we
treat one another, how we interact with people around us, everything we do is
open for the world to see. That can be a little scary when you consider the fact that,
in our history, distant and not so distant, we as a people have done things we’d
rather not have quite so open for the world to see. But it’s also a really great
opportunity. When Jesus coined this phrase, “a city built on a hill,” he wasn’t
talking about our failings, he was talking about our light. “You are the light of the
world. Don’t let the world scare you; don’t be afraid to shine your light, the light of
God’s abundant, healing, nurturing love, the light of God’s compassion for everyone
who suffers, the light of God’s extravagant blessings for the poor in spirit, for those
who mourn, for the meek, those who hunger for justice and peace.
It was wonderful this morning, just sitting in my living-room and watching
the bright snow falling, rounding the hard, sharp edges of the world. Of course,
they’re still there, the hard, sharp edges, and we’re still here—the Body of Christ,
the City on a Hill; we’re still here listening for the voice of the God who has been
with us throughout the life of this church, the God who is with us today, tomorrow
and forever, helping us to find our place in the pattern, filling us with good things to
share with each other, with our neighbors, with the world. I’m looking forward to
our Annual Meeting, to hearing about all the cool things we’ve done this year with
God’s help, and looking forward to the even cooler things we’re going to do with
God’s help in the coming year. I hope to see you there.
blessings,

david

First Congregational Church
February 2017
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Saturday
4
4:00 PM – 7:00 PM
Crockpot/Game Night
- LP

5:00 PM-AA - LP
6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP

7:00 PM–NA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

8:00 AM - Men’s
Breakfast – Nielson
Residence

10:00 AM-Worship
Service and communion

1:30 PM – Ladies
Society - LP
Office Closed
5:00 PM-AA – LP

10:00 AM – Sunday School
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

Pastors' Sabbath
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16
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9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH
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11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM–NA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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5:00 PM-AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
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5:30 PM – SLLC
BOD & CE following

6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
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Deacon’s Collection
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11:20 AM-Annual Meeting Pastors' Sabbath
– FH

7:00 PM–NA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

19

20

21
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23
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9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

25

5:00 PM-AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Service

6:30 PM-Choir Practice- Steeple Talk Articles
LP
Due

10:00 AM – Sunday School

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

Pastors' Sabbath

26

27

28

9:00 AM – Adult Bible
Study – CR

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

LP – Ladies Parlor
6:00 PM – SLLC
State Regs Q&A- FH

3:00 PM – Ecumenical Choir
Pastors' Sabbath
Concert – Methodist church

Food Pantry Collection

KEY:
FH – Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM-Worship
Service
10:00 AM – Sunday School

7:00 PM-AA-FH

CR - Classroom

7:00 PM–NA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am
The Community Outreach Group
Invites you to the Ladies Parlor

February 11 at the
Nielson Residence

Saturday, February 4th from 4pm to 7pm

Financial Report
December 31, 2016

YTD

Member support:

$147,517

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 21,500

Other Income:

$ 16,182

Total Income:

$ 185,199

Total Expenses:

$ 177,247

Net:

$ 7,952

Still NEEDED!!!

If you didn’t get a copy
of the Church’s
Annual Report
and would like one sent
to your home, please
call the Church Office
at 444-3376 OR this
report is also now
available electronically.
Contact Pam to have it
emailed to you.

Thank You to those who
have volunteered to be

Greeters/Ushers
already!!
Please sign up, we need you!

*****************************

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Food Collection Sunday
February 26, 2017
The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:
Soups, stews, coffee, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam). Paper
towels & tissues. Dry cereals,
snacks, crackers. Condiments
for sandwiches.

Thank you

Welcome! New members, Elizabeth Edney, Vivian Davis, Bob & Estelle LaFleur
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The Shining Lights’ children have been thrilled to play in the snow! We have made snowmen,
snow angels, and forts. We went sledding down our hill and for some walks. We have also
enjoyed our time in the Hall on very cold days.
Preschoolers are learning about recycling. We had Steve from the Littleton Transfer Station visit
us and talk about what he does there and about the recycling process. Stephanie from the
Littleton Library picked out books for us to read about recycling. We have a play area where
children can sort the recyclables. Children learned ways to reduce waste and reused items by
making something new with them.
Toddlers have been busy learning their colors and counting. They have mixed colors and created
beautiful works of art. They love their counting puzzle and counting projects. At the moment,
there are a few children that are going through the exciting journey of potty training. We use
lots of stickers and lots of cleaning supplies, but the end result is well worth it!
We are excited to have Pastor David to come visit us on a biweekly basis to join in our fun!! Judy
Oleary helps us every now and then and is reminded how busy children can be. We are so blessed
to have so many amazing people that love our children.
Melissa Kam, Director

Steeple Talk

Page 5

214th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2017
Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation on or
about the first Sunday in February for the purposes of:
 Electing officials and committees
 Setting the budget
 Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year
 Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership
The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind
us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God. In
fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year. Please plan on coming to
the annual meeting on Sunday, February 12th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and
the business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee will be available.
Please stay for a potluck lunch after the meeting. It will be a “true potluck”!
Please bring your specialty or something to share with everyone.

Moderator’s Message
I hope you have a big circle around the date February 12th and that you plan to be at church for worship, the
Annual Meeting and potluck luncheon. It is an important day in the life of our church each year, because it is
the one time we gather especially to listen to each other as we discuss the affairs of our church and our dreams
for its future.
This year when you pick up your booklet with annual reports you will notice a special section on our church’s
by-laws. Several years ago we suspended a section of the by-laws because our membership had declined and
we were having difficulty filling all the committees per the specifications in the by-laws. We have functioned
without these by-laws while our membership has stabilized. We have made some adjustments for managing our
church and are now ready to ask you to look at the revised structure and be ready to vote on the 12th.
By-laws can seem like dry reading and unnecessary when all is functioning well; however, when an
organization hits a snag they are invaluable. We have tried to streamline our church’s management structure
and simplify the language to allow for more flexibility year-to-year. The council hopes you will concur with
these revisions and, if not, come prepared to offer an amendment.
This meeting concludes my two years as Moderator. I am most grateful for the opportunity you gave me to
serve this church not only in this leadership position but in others.
I now hand the gavel over to Lars Nielson and ask you to support and pray for him as you have for me.
Grace and Peace,
Ann Craxton
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Por Favor! Please!

Hello and Happy New Year!
In February 2017, I will again travel to the village of San Jose Villanueva in El Salvador with a group of high
school students and adult chaperones. I am proud to be among these travelers. They had to think hard about
whether to travel to a developing country with many problems and risks and whether such a trip was worth their
time and money (folks pay their own travel expenses). Sixteen people have responded “presente!” Why did
they agree to this trip? Because like me, they hope to pay forward the blessings given by virtue of birth in this
wonderful country of ours.

The joint effort will provide another family with the material foundations of basic human needs, and that the
effort will also provide them with the chance at the foundations of dignity. Other Salvadorans who have
worked on their own homes have remarked that they now have “a casa digna,” which means a house of dignity.
Imagine, a 400-square-foot concrete home providing a family "dignity". I am truly blessed to be part of this
simple but profound effort.
We will be building the house with the family, and yet, we need to raise enough money to help cover the
material costs for the construction. They have also saved and have presented themselves to be worthy recipients
of the effort of Epilogos.
Any donation would be greatly appreciated. If you are able to help, please send your tax deductible contribution
to me in the enclosed envelope. Checks should be made payable to “Epilogos Charities, Inc.”
Please visit the website for more information at www. Epilogos.org
Muchas gracias for your caring gift!
Sincerely,
Suzanne Schott
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I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Dinner Bell meal On January 26th. It was a
terribly icy night but we still fed around 52 people.
We served them a meal of ham, macaroni and cheese, two kinds of baked beans, two salads,
cooked carrots, rolls, brownies and cheese cake. And of course gluten free chicken and rice.
I would like to thank the cooks Bob and Alice Muh, myself, Dottie Bailey, Joyce Krill, Linda Warden,
Pam Nute, Elaine Stroop and Judy Warden. The people who donated money to purchase the hams,
rolls, milk and juice and the 4 pounds of carrots: the Craxtons, Karen Lord, and the Bolts. If I
forgot anyone I apologize.
Also, thank you to Carol Mason, Elaine Stroop, Karen Byron, Bob Oleary and Linda Warden for
helping us set up and clean up. The Mission of feeding people is always a joyous one. Praise the
Lord for keeping us healthy so we can do good deeds.
Judy Oleary

******************************************************************************************************************************
I hear lots of people "wish" good things for their church. "I wish we
had more members". "I wish we saw more people growing in their
faith". "I wish we had more impact in our neighborhood".
Those are all wonderful "wishes" but the key for them to come true is
in what we do daily. The road from a "wish" to a "reality" is based on
what we concretely do everyday to make a difference.
So as you begin 2017, what are some daily practices that you could
adopt to see your church flourish? A few suggestions include:






Daily praying for your neighborhood and getting out and doing prayer walks.
Get groups meeting, not in the church parlor, but in local restaurants and coffee shops.
Write a note to a friend or neighbor, inviting them to your house for a dinner, or to a church mission
opportunity.
Interview a community leader to see how your church might have greater impact.
Lead a book study or Bible study out in the community and engage others.

The list of concrete things you can do is endless, but pick out one thing and go and do it on a regular basis.
Stop "wishing" your church was different and with God's help go and make a difference.
Wishing you faith and impact in 2017

Paul Nickerson
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Ladies Society
JANUARY MEETING ~A HUGE SUCCESS ~
Now Celebrating 168 YEARS
The Ladies Society met for their annual meeting on January 11 th at
Bailiwick's where they enjoyed lunch, the company of others and
a short meeting. The major business was the installation of the
officers for the year 2017 and was conducted by David
Weddington. Pam Nute, guest, was our "official" photographer.
The officers for the year will be:
JUNE DAVIS, President,
BARBARA HOLLAND, Vice-president
DOTTIE BAILEY, Secretary
JOYCE KRILL, Treasurer
EMILY LAFLAM, Corresponding Secretary
CAROL MASON and DOTTIE USHER will serve as
the Calling Committee

Barbara Holland with her thank you flowers
from the Ladies for her many years of service

The new membership books for the year were prepared and
presented to the members by Karen Carbonneau, and we thank
her for her talent and preparation she did on these booklets with
their bright red covers. The book shows that we gained three new
members this past year.
It is on a happy yet emotional note that I turn over the role of
president to June Davis. She has many creative and artistic ideas
and will be an asset to this wonderful group of women.
When Dick and I arrived in Littleton and found a wonderful home
at First Congregational Church I fell in love with the women of this
group. They had many traditions and those are followed to this
day. We thank them for their talents. I became the President in
2000. I have never regretted this for a moment. Well, perhaps
once, when I forgot I was a hostess and came unprepared to the
meeting (without cookies). Evidently they forgave me!
We, as members of one of the LONGEST STANDING
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE TOWN OF LITTLETON, pledge to June that
she will have our enthusiastic support for the year ahead. If you
are interested in joining our group or just learning more about us,
you can speak to any of the officers or to Pam Nute in the office.
It is my hope that all church members and friends will continue to
support us as we transition to this change, and I can say for
certain that we will continue our support our church in any way
we can.
Sincerely, Barbara Holland

The officers of the Ladies Society
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
February
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

7th
7th
10th
11th
16th
20h
23rd
29th

14th Karen & Stuart Lord
26th Mark & Penny Blodgett

Lars Nielson
Maxine Hadlock
Kellie Clark
Sawyer Stroop
Kay Lofgren
Bevalie Nute
Willis Stroop
Emily LaFlam

Thank you to those who sent in pictures and
articles for this edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.

The Deadline for submissions for the March issue is:

Thursday, February 23rd
~ Pam Nute, editor

March (preview)
1st
9th

Wayne Ruggles
Glenda Iles

Judy Oleary sent in the recipe she uses for scones – a
sought out recipe. Send in your favorite recipe to be
included in a future issue of Steeple Talk!
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Ann Craxton
Vice Moderator: Lars Nielson
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Judy Oleary
Music: Tina Peabody
Personnel Relations: Ann Craxton
Property Management: Ed Craxton
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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