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It’s hard to believe. Easter comes so early this year—March 27th; expect
a frosty Sunrise Service. Lent begins in less than two weeks—February 10.
Inside this issue of Steeple Talk, you’ll find an invitation to our Ash Wednesday
service. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.
Lent is a season of forty days (not counting Sundays) leading up to
Easter. During this season we journey with Jesus along the path that will lead
him to the cross, and through the cross to the joy of Easter. On the first day of
Lent, Ash Wednesday, we gather to remember our fragility, notice our burdens,
and make a commitment to walk with Jesus on the disciplined path of
liberation.
On Ash Wednesday, we receive an odd gift, the sign of the cross placed
on our forehead in ashes, along with a reminder that these bodies are mortal,
while the spirit, the soul, the image of God that dwells inside us is eternal.
During Lent, we focus on reminding ourselves that the eternal part of us is who
we truly are; so we focus our energies on strengthening our connection with
the things that last.
Many of us will be taking on some special discipline during this season
of Lent. Some of us may choose to set aside something we enjoy—some people
don’t eat meat during Lent, some give up chocolate, some forego movies. This
kind of discipline helps us remember that our cravings for pleasure don’t rule
our lives, that we can walk with Jesus along a path that will call for sacrifices on
our part.
Some of us may choose to add some sort of spiritual exercise—some
people make a special time for prayer during Lent, or commit to attending
special services of worship, or choose to read through a book of the Bible or
some other spiritual book. This kind of discipline can strengthen our spirits and
give us the courage and stamina to follow Jesus along his difficult path.
Some of us may choose to undertake some work of love—volunteer
with the Senior Center, visit people in a nursing home, help someone build a
wheel-chair ramp or a new porch on their house. This kind of discipline helps us
develop the compassion that moved Jesus through his whole life, the selfsacrificing love for all people that led him to choose the path that led to the
cross.
If you’re thinking about doing something special for Lent, Ash
Wednesday is the day you’ll begin it. I hope to see you on Ash Wednesday as
we gather to begin our journey of Lent. If you have any questions or would like
to talk with me about any of these things, please let me know. I’d be happy to
ponder them with you. May this precious and healing season bring you closer
than ever to the God who loves you beyond your wildest dreams.
blessings,

david

First Congregational Church
February 2016
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wednesday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Music Director’s Hours: Wednesday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

5

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Saturday
6

5:00 PM-AA - LP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
Pastors' Sabbath
7:15 PM – COG-LP

7

8

9

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

10

9:00 AM – Adult Bible 11:30 AM-AA - FH
11:30 AM-AA - FH
11:30 AM-AA – FH
Study – CR
5:30 PM – SLLC BOD
1:30 PM – Ladies
10:00 AM-Worship
& CE following
Society - LP
Service & Sunday
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
School
Pastors' Sabbath
5:00 PM-AA - LP
11:20 AM-Annual
Meeting – FH

14

9:00 AM – Adult Bible 11:30 AM-AA - FH
Study – CR

7:00 PM-AA-FH

11

12

13

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

8:00 AM - Men’s
Breakfast – Nielson
Residence
Afternoon (TBD) –
Warming Hearts at the
Warming Hut – Remich
Park

6:30 PM – Council
Meeting - CR

16

7:00 PM-Ash
Wednesday
Service - LP
17

18

19

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Office Closed

15

Pam out of office
Office Open

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

20

5:00 PM-AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Service & Communion
Deacon’s Collection

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP
Pastors' Sabbath

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP
7:00 PM-AA-FH
7:00 PM-AA-FH

10:00 AM – Sunday
School

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
11:45 AM – Mark Study
II - CR

21

22

9:00 AM – Adult Bible 11:30 AM-AA - FH
Study – CR

23

24

25

26

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

27

5:00 PM-AA - LP
10:00 AM-Worship
Service & Sunday
School

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

7:00 PM-AA-FH

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

7:00 PM-AA-FH

11:45 AM – Mark Study
Pastors' Sabbath
II - CR

28

Pastor’s Vacation

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP
Food Pantry Collection

Pastor’s Vacation

Pastor’s Vacation

29
KEY:

9:00 AM – Adult Bible 11:30 AM-AA - FH
Study – CR
10:00 AM-Worship
Service & Sunday
School

6:30 PM-Choir
Practice-LP

Pastors' Vacation

FH – Fellowship Hall
Pastor returns from
vacation

LP – Ladies Parlor
CR - Classroom

Pastor’s Vacation

Pastor’s Vacation
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Warming Hearts
At the

Warming Hut (Park Building)
Remich Park
Saturday 12:30pm to 3pm February 13th
Take a break from winter fun to
join us for free hot beverages & cookies
Sponsored by COG!

Financial Report
December 31, 2015

YTD

Member support:

$ 141,232

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 20,400

Other Income:

$ 20,961

Total Income:

$ 182,593

Total Expenses:

$ 181,165

Net:

$ 1,428

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am
February 13 at the
Nielson Residence

Greetings in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ!
Wednesday, February 10, is

Ash Wednesday
the day we begin the journey of Lent.
During Lent, we set aside time to reflect
as we prepare for the mysterious and wonderful gifts
of Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter.
We’ll meet in the Ladies’ Parlor
for a special service of worship.
The room will be open at 6:30 p.m. for those who may want
to spend some time in quiet reflection.
The service will begin at 7:00 p.m.
We hope you come and share this time with us.

Food Collection Sunday
February 28, 2016
The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:
Soups, stews, coffee, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam). Canned
meals (ravioli, spaghetti, etc.).
Paper towels & tissues. Dry
cereals, snacks, crackers. Juices
and snacks for children.

Thank you

Game Night Jan. 23rd – see more on the next page!
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It fells too warm and not a white to be February,
but maybe God thinks we deserve the milder
temperatures. We must be thankful and enjoy it
while it lasts. Shining Lights has certainly enjoyed
the snow and warm weather that we have had.
This month both our Caterpillars and Butterflies
will focus on Valentine’s Day for the first two
weeks followed by a little Valentine’s Day
celebration with family and friends. The next half
of the month the Caterpillars will be potty training
for the older toddlers and working on sensory
projects with our little ones. The Butterflies will
be working on transportation.
In a few months, our Director, Melissa, will be
leaving for maternity leave. We are placing an ad in
the newspaper to fill in while she is out.
The next Board meeting is February 8th at 5:30 pm.
We wish you all a wonderful Valentine’s Day!

*********************************************************************************************************

The Community Outreach Group

Thanks you for joining us on January 23rd!
Congratulations David – the cribbage
tournament grand champion!
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213th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2016
Our Church By-Laws (Article IX, Section 3) call for an annual meeting of the congregation on or
about the first Sunday in February for the purposes of:
· Electing officials and committees
· Setting the budget
· Reporting on the activities of the Church in the previous year
· Conducting any other business that would require the vote of the membership
The annual meeting serves not only to take care of the business of the Church, but to remind
us of our obligations to this Church, our community, to the world and to God. In
fellowship with each other and God, we have the privilege and responsibility to carry out
these promises and to guide our congregation in the coming year. Please plan on coming to
the annual meeting on Sunday, February 7th which starts with worship at 10:00 AM and the
business meeting following in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee will be available.
Please stay for a potluck lunch after the meeting. It will be a “true potluck”!
Please bring your specialty or something to share with everyone.
The annual report is an important document and bears your careful scrutiny. In those pages are reports from the
officials, committees and task force that you have asked to manage your church’s activities. The council met
eight times to review committee reports and set direction in your absence. During the congregational annual
meeting on Sunday, February 7th, you will be asked to approve these reports including a budget for 2016 and
officers for this year.
As you will read, this has been a good year for our church. Our membership has remained stable; we have lived
within our budget; and we have tried some new program ideas and jettisoned others. Our staff has remained
stable with the valuable addition of Pam Nute as our Administrative Assistant. Shining Lights has keep life
lively on week days and other non-profit groups have used our facilities almost daily.
The church has endeavored to live out the church’s Vision Statement by providing a variety of weekly worship
services, a Christian Education program designed to serve all ages, a variety of options for serving the
community and each other, and by seeking to be living examples of God’s love.
I have enjoyed the privilege of being your Moderator and with your blessing will serve for one more year.
Ann Craxton

If you didn’t get a copy of the Church’s Annual Report
and would like one sent to your home, please call the Church Office at
444-3376 OR this report is also now available electronically.
Contact Pam to have it emailed to you.
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Mission Spotlight
Just a reminder that we next host the Dinner Bell community meal on

Tuesday, March 1st
Please keep an eye out for a sign-up sheet at church on
Sunday, February 21st and 28th or contact Judy Oleary at 860-5235
Thank you!

One Great Hour of Sharing ~ Special Offering
SUNDAY, MARCH 6TH
1. What is One Great Hour of Sharing®?
One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to people in 138 countries. The UCC works with
international partners to provide sources of clean water and food, education and health care, small business
micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also
supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response.
2. How is the United Church of Christ's offering used?
More than 60 percent of the UCC's offering supports international development initiatives, including annual
support for missionaries. Currently there are 7 OGHS supported missionaries and 2 Global Mission Interns
working in disaster relief, health care, education, and agricultural development. The offering funds disaster
preparedness and response, and disaster related volunteer initiatives in the U.S.
4. Where are OGHS funds shared?
The United Church of Christ responds to development, disaster, and refugee needs in 138 countries, and provides
disaster relief and immigration assistance in the United States.
5. What percentage of OGHS donations are used directly for mission?
On average, of every dollar given to One Great Hour of Sharing, 91 cents is used directly for mission
programming; 5 cents for interpretation materials and 4 cents for administrative costs which include program
monitoring and evaluation (for accountability). Most administrative costs are paid by gifts to Our Church's Wider
Mission National Basic Support and endowment funds.
6. How are decisions made to fund the various projects?
Currently, the OGHS Program Committee of the Wider Church Ministries Board meets semi-annually to review
expenditures and to address initiatives to increase the promotion of the offering for the United Church of Christ. In
addition, a leadership committee is in place that reviews grant requests for special projects internationally.
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Ladies Society
The Annual Meeting of the Ladies Society was held on
Wednesday, February 13th, at the Littleton Diner. Our
hosts were gracious and accommodating and a gleeful
atmosphere was apparent. Everyone talking at once,
laughing, and sharing a moment of relaxation.
Unfortunately the weather was a deterrent for some
members to attend. Our guests, who added to the
festivities, were Pam Nute and Pastor David.
The purpose of the annual meeting is to elect officers
for the upcoming year and to review the successful
activities we recently experienced. The luncheon was
followed by a brief meeting. Emily LaFlam,
Corresponding Secretary, gave a complete report on
all the connections she has made with members and
friends during the past month. She reaches out to
friends, near and far, to spread our love to those in
need of care and attention.
To round out the team was: Judy Oleary, Vicepresident, Joyce Krill, Treasurer, and Dottie Bailey,
Secretary. For the year 2016 the slate will include
June Davis who will fill the position as VicePresident. Our outgoing Vice-President, Judy Oleary,
gave so much love and talent to the position
and luckily for us, we will continue to use her many
talents in a positive way for the church and
community. I've never worked with more
enthusiastic, caring, and loving individuals as they
proved to be. Each one has talents they share and
are generous with their time.
The motion was made to make a donation to the
Grafton County Senior Citizens Council and to the
Littleton Senior Center, a part of the Senior
Council. Our church member, Bob Muh, serves on
this Council for Grafton County. Motion passed.
Following was the installation of officers conducted
by Pastor David. Meeting was then adjourned.
Sincerely,
Barbara Holland, President

2016 Officers

Judy thanks Barbara for her service

Our guests, Pam and Pastor David

Bob Muh will be our guest speaker at the February
10th meeting - 1:30 p.m. - in the Ladies Parlor. He
will speak about the work of the Grafton County
Senior Citizens Council. He will describe the
importance the work of the Council for the entire
county - with Littleton playing a very important role.
In addition, we will have the opportunity to thank
Bob for his work on the Council.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND, please call June
Davis - 444-0765. We want to make sure we have
enough delicious dessert for everyone to enjoy.
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Lily Bloom was a past member of the Ladies
Society. She and her husband attended the church
in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s. Her daughter,
Janet, sent a wonderful card saying how welcomed
they felt and met so many wonderful.
She also sent:

A great time was had by all at the annual luncheon!

Lily Murphy Bloom passed away peacefully in
Boise, ID on December 3, 2015 of natural causes,
at 101 years. Lily was surrounded by nearby
family and passed in the company of her son and
daughter-in-law. Lily was born on February 9,
1914 in Broughty Ferry, Scotland, the only child
of James and Jessie Murphy. Lily accompanied her
parents to the United States in 1920, all becoming
citizens in 1930. Lily met her husband, Win
Bloom in New York City; they married on October
3, 1941. Lily and Win spent most of their lives in
Garden City, New York before moving to Sugar
Hill, New Hampshire in their 80's. Lily and Win
were married for over 59 years and enjoyed many
trips to visit family back in Scotland. Win
preceded Lily in death by 14 years, whom she
missed immensely. Lily was a strong woman. She
loved to play bridge, playing several times a week
in years past. She spent her time volunteering,
including at a local hospital in New York, and was
involved in the Ladies Society at her Church in
New Hampshire. Lily enjoyed reading good books,
writing letters and hearing and telling good jokes.
Lily is survived by her family in Idaho; son, W.
Colby Bloom and his wife, Angela (Kendrick)
Bloom; granddaughter, Heather Bloom Kane and
her husband, Joshua Kane; granddaughter, Katie
Lauren Peters and her husband, Mark Peters; and
by her family back East; daughter, Janet Bloom
Powers and her husband, Charlie Powers;
grandson, Scott Powers; grandson, Jeff Powers and
his wife, Sarah; daughter, Kathryn Bloom Gross
and her husband, Larry Gross; grandson, Matthew
Gross; granddaughter, Jessie Blankenship and her
husband, Jason; and by seven great grandchildren.
The family would like to thank the staff at Grace
Assisted Living in Boise for their wonderful care
and love for Lily right to the end. The family
would also like to thank Harrison's Hope Hospice
for making Lily comfortable over her last days
here on earth.
Published in Idaho Statesman on Dec. 8, 2015
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
February
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

7th
7th
10th
11th
16th
20h
23rd
29th

14th Karen & Stuart Lord
26th Mark & Penny Blodgett

Lars Nielson
Maxine Hadlock
Kellie Clark
Sawyer Stroop
Kay Lofgren
Bevalie Nute
Willis Stroop
Emily LaFlam

March (preview)
1st
9th

Wayne Ruggles
Glenda Iles

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk, please
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to
be included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.
Thank you to Linda W. & Judy O. who sent in
pictures and Barbara H. for the Ladies Society
article for this edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.

The Deadline for submissions for the March issue is:

Wednesday, February 24th!
~ Pam Nute, editor

Our church hosted Dinner Bell
on January 12th!
Thank you to Judy Oleary for
heading up the effort
with 14 volunteers.
71 meals were served!

Pam and Elaine playing cribbage
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Ann Craxton
Vice Moderator: Lars Nielson
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Judy Oleary
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations: Tina Peabody
Property Management: Reggie LaFlam
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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