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And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
Matthew 14:23
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We’ve been reading from Matthew 14 a lot here lately. Mostly, we’ve been
reading about the storm on the sea of Galilee, and how Jesus walked out across the
water to his disciples who were huddled, terrified, in their small boat. You remember
the story: Peter called out to Jesus, “Lord, if it’s really you, command me to come to
you on the water,” And Jesus said, “Come on, then,” and Peter did. We’ve looked a lot
here lately at the part of the story where Peter overcomes his fear—his doubt, his
certain, rational knowledge that water isn’t dense enough to support the weight of a
human body; everybody knows that; it’s a fact—we’ve looked a lot lately at the part of
the story where Peter overcomes his rational fears and, in response to Jesus’
invitation, steps out of the boat.
There are people among us who have heard Jesus calling them to step out of
the boat. There are people among us who already have wet feet. It’s exciting. It’s
wonderful to see. But I don’t want to forget that this story doesn’t begin with the storm
at sea or with Peter overcoming his fears and stepping out of the boat. This story
begins with Jesus going up on the mountain to pray. Over and over again, the gospel
writers tell us Jesus took time alone to pray. He had come into the world to bring the
love of God to people who were hurting, people who were empty, people who were lost.
He had also come to bring the love of God to people who were strong, people who were
affluent, people who knew God’s word and God’s ways and wanted with all their hearts
to do God’s will.
Jesus had come to meet us all exactly where we are with God’s abundant love,
to show us the joy of risking ourselves for the sake of our sharing that love with the
world. He was Jesus; he was the One the world had been waiting for since the
beginning of time. He was full of the energy of God, a miracle worker, a walker on
water, and time and again, in order to stay on track, in order to nourish his connection
with God, in order to open himself to the kindness, the vision, the power of God, Jesus
set aside the work he had come to do, and spent time alone with God in prayer.
I’m glad we have people who are ready to step out of the boat. I’m very glad we
have people who are willing to take new steps, explore new strategies, walk a new walk
so our church can fulfill its calling—to share the love of God with one another and all
the people around us. I’m glad to see people poised at the gunwales, ready to step out
onto the waves, and I want us all to remember that this marvelous story doesn’t begin
with the storm, and it doesn’t begin with a daring, impossible act of faith. It begins
with prayer. So I’m asking you to pray with us. Pray with the people of your church.
You don’t have to be really good at it. You may not have words. You don’t need words.
All you need is a willingness to set aside some time to spend with God. Will you give it
a try? If you need a model for the kind of prayer I mean, I like the third verse of the
hymn, “O Lord and Father of Mankind.” It goes like this.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee; O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity
interpreted by love.
blessings,
david
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211th ANNUAL MEETING
First Congregational Church of Littleton
Sunday, February 2, 2014
The meeting will begin with worship at 10:00 am in the sanctuary, followed by a coffee break,
the business meeting and a potluck luncheon in Fellowship Hall. Please bring an entrée,
salad or dessert to share. Coffee, tea, cold beverages, and rolls and butter will be provided.
All members are encouraged to attend. We will be discussing the future direction of our
church. We need to hear from everyone. Annual meeting booklets will be available Sunday,
January 26th so you can be familiar with the budget and reports prior to the meeting.

FCC Shining Lights Learning Center

Shining Lights has had a very busy beginning to 2014.
Our theme this month has been “Snow Fun”; covering snowmen, snowflakes, and ice painting.
We have also been working on getting ourselves dressed for winter outdoor play. Our
“Butterflies” (Preschoolers) have had small literacy groups just before project time. Our
“Caterpillars” (Toddlers) are working on learning shapes and continuing learning their first letter
of their name and colors.
Our numbers are consistent with both classes full. Although we are full, we receive calls almost
daily. We do have an opening for another full time teacher.
Dianah Hale, Director
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“Classifieds
Wanted and Needed
Coffee Fellowship
Hosts
Greeters & Ushers
Please sign up on board in front
of church or call Pat Whipple at
444- 3376
Coffee Fellowship
is an important ministry and
creates a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

and Notices”

Explore the possibilities!
An invitation to join in
worship planning
 Do you have special music
you enjoy in worship?
 Do you have creative
ideas on how to present
God’s holy word?
 Do you love traditional
worship services?

A Musical Evening of
Winter Winds
Saturday, February 1st
at 7:00 PM
Profile School
691 Profile Rd,
Bethlehem,NH

Call or email Pastor David if
you would like to join him in
planning one, two or more
worship services.

Donations to fund the
Profile students’ trip to
France
Food Collection Sunday –
February 23rd, 2014

Financial Report
December 31, 2013

YTD

Member support:
Scheduled w/d from
trust funds
Transfer from Missions
Capital Camp. fund
Other income:

$ 137,488
$ 22,244

Total Income:

$ 174,459

Total Expenses:
Net:

$ 172,937
$ 1,522

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry. Money for gift cards to
purchase perishable items is
appreciated also. Thank you

$
$ 14,727

February Council
Meeting
February 18th
6:30 PM
Any member who would like a
copy of the January
council meeting minutes can
call the office to request one

ANNUAL MEETING
February 2, 2014
Starts at the beginning of the
church service and then
continues in the Fellowship
Hall. Potluck Luncheon to
follow.

God holds the future in
his hands with grace
sufficient day by day
Through good or ill He
gently leads, if we but let
Him have His way
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PROPOSED 2014 BUDGET
Our committees have worked hard to fashion the leanest possible budget that will allow us to effectively
carry out the mission of the church. Even so, you will notice that again this year we need to rely on our
endowment to balance the budget.
Recommended expense budget for 2014

$176,429.50

45 pledge commitments to date

112,704.00*

Other income sources

34,195.97
146,899.97

Income needed from endowment to balance the budget

29,529.53

*(in contrast, there were 55 pledging units last year, for a budgeted pledge income of $116,331.00)
The council is asking you to support this balanced budget of $176,429.50 and then to work with the
council in the months ahead to reduce our reliance on endowment.
Careful management of our budget has enabled the finance committee to roll some money back into invested
funds each year. This is commendable. However, for the long term financial viability of our church we need
to cap our endowment spending at 6% on an annual basis. Based upon our 2013 year-end endowment
balance, a 6% draw represents approximately $19,700; the $29,529.53 figure noted above represents a draw
of nearly 9%.
As a first step toward this goal, the council is urging people who intend to pledge, but who have not done so,
to make a commitment as soon as possible. We are also asking those who have already pledged to
prayerfully consider whether their resources would allow them to increase their pledge.
In addition the council plans to explore additional fundraising opportunities and will, of course, not spend a
penny until it is absolutely necessary. Favorable market conditions enabled the church in 2013 to use
endowment money and still earn an additional $12,000 in invested funds. This will not always be the case so
now is the time to seek a new path for a solid financial future.

The Dinner Bell held on Jan 14th was a success. We served dinner to 87 people. We had lots of good food
thanks to all of the church members who cooked and donated money toward food.
We served lasagna, two pans of chicken morengo, meatballs, macaroni and cheese, 3 cheese pasta
casserole, ziti bake, broccoli with cheese sauce, cole slaw, Caesar salad, rolls, pies, cakes, bars, cookies,
zucchini bread, cheese cake and cupcakes.
All the help serving, setting up, and cleaning up was appreciated. Not a morsel of food left. As we were
leaving an older gentleman came in asking for food. We told him the dinner was at 5:00. We realized we
had one plate of food we were taking home so we gave it to him along with a glass of tea.
Judy Oleary
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CE Happenings
The Christian Education Committee will soon be looking at the best way to conclude the 20132014 School year. We have all kinds of exciting possibilities so stay tuned! In the mean time,
we often see declining numbers this time of year, both children and volunteers, as icy roads
keep people safely at home or the call of freshly fallen snow on the ski slopes simply can’t be
ignored. To those winter adventure seekers: have fun, be safe, know that you are missed, and
we hope you will come in from time to time to warm your hands and your hearts! To those who
prefer to sip hot chocolate while the snow falls outside: Please keep in mind that we need help
to keep our program going. Whether we have 2 children or 20, they are all important, so please
consider volunteering when requested to do so!!

In Celebration of Baptism
On January 12, 2014, we welcomed a familiar face,
Oriah Glynn, to our community of faith through
Baptism.
Congratulations Oriah!!

Baptism of Oriah Glynn, daughter of Brooke Glynne and granddaughter of Linda and Bob Warden
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More Promises from God’s Heart to Yours
I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing (John
15:5)
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
(Deuteronomy 31:8)
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even
though he dies. (John 11:25)

Pictures from the Ladies Society meeting held at the Oasis on January 15, 2014

The three Dottie’s or Dorothy’s

Carol Mason, Anna Jackman, Dorothy Usher

Pastor David, Judy Oleary, Carol-Ann Blake
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Give Us A Piece of Your Mind, Your Heart, Your Soul…
Invitation to the Christian formation/CE Feedback Group
February 20th, Ladies Parlor
Be part of the second listening event under the “Completing the Circle” approach that
has been introduced to help us review our congregational ministries. Following the
process described in the December Steeple Talk, the topic for the February 20th
Feedback Group will be Christian formation/CE.
Good feedback helps our church complete the circle of communications so important for
staying relevant to congregational needs. The feedback loop is as important to
maintaining a healthy church life as good nutrition and a flu shot are to personal
wellbeing. Each feedback session provides participants with an opportunity to talk with
one another about the scheduled topic. The conversation will be focused by a facilitator.
People who sign up to participate on February 20th will be asked a series of questions
about how they experience Christian Education at our church. Please know that we are
not looking for an evaluation, but simply asking participants to talk with one another
about what they are experiencing. You don’t need to be an expert because you know your
feelings and that is what we want to understand. Problem-solving is not the primary
purpose in these sessions and will be reserved for another time by the appropriate
person or groups.
Additional groups will be scheduled during the year focusing on property, mission, and
financial life of the church, care of our members, as well as additional worship sessions.
Pastor David will attend the feedback meetings and comments from each group will be
collated and submitted to the people most affected by the discussion topic. For
example, the CE committee will receive the information from the February discussion.
If you agree that good feedback is absolutely essential for a healthy community life,
look for the sign up and join the discussion on Christian formation/CE on February 20 th.
For further information about the process of reviewing congregational ministries, call
Deacons Ann Craxton, Karen Carbonneau, Doug Menzies or Pastor David.
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Subject: How Great is our God
How Great is our God! Our Creator and Redeemer... and do we THINK about it? God's accuracy may be
observed in the hatching of eggs. For example: --the eggs of the potato bug hatch in 7 days;-those of the canary in
14 days;-those of the barnyard hen in 21 days;-the eggs of ducks and geese hatch in 28 days;-those of the mallard
in 35 days;-the eggs of the parrot and the ostrich hatch in 42 days.(Notice, they are all divisible by seven, the
number of days in a week!)
God's wisdom is seen in the making of an elephant. The four legs of this great beast all bend forward in the same
direction. No other quadruped is so made. God planned that this animal would have a huge body, too large to live
on two legs. For this reason He gave it four fulcrums so that it can rise from the ground easily.
The horse rises from the ground on its two front legs first. A cow rises from the ground with its two hind legs first.
How wise the Lord is in all His works of creation!
God's wisdom is revealed in His arrangement of sections and segments, as well as in the number of grains. Each
watermelon has an even number of stripes on the rind. Each orange has an even number of segments. Each ear of
corn has an even number of rows. Each stalk of wheat has an even number of grains. Every bunch of bananas has
on its lowest row an even number of bananas, and each row decreases by one, so that one row has an even
number and the next row an odd number.
The waves of the sea roll in on shore twenty-six to the minute in all kinds of weather. All grains are found in even
numbers on the stalks, and the Lord specified thirty fold, sixty fold, and a hundred fold all even numbers.
God has caused the flowers to blossom at certain specified times during the day. Linnaeus, the great botanist,
once said that if he had a conservatory containing the right kind of soil, moisture and temperature, he could tell
the time of day or night by the flowers that were open and those that were closed.
The lives of each of you may be ordered by the Lord in a beautiful way for His glory, if you will only entrust Him
with your life. If you try to regulate your own life, it will only be a mess and a failure. Only the One who made the
brain and the heart can successfully guide them to a profitable end.

I HOPE YOU FIND THIS AS FASCINATING AS I DID. May God Bless You In Ways You Never Even
Dreamed.

The Bible: When you carry "the Bible", Satan has a headache, when you open it, he collapses,
when he sees you reading it, he loses his strength, AND when you stand on the Word of God,
Satan can't hurt you!

First Congregational Church
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Bob Muh
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Marti Faulkner
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Marti Faulkner
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds: John Lofgren

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale

Annual Meeting on Feb. 2nd, 2014
Starts at the beginning of the Worship Service and
then proceeds to the Fellowship Hall. Potluck
luncheon to follow.

