Sermon

First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Littleton, New Hampshire
March 1, 2020

“Overwhelmed”

*Hymn (insert)

“As We Gather at Your Table”

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Communion Prayer: You have given yourself to us, loving
God, in the simple food and drink we have shared. Jesus has
been here. Even now, his presence is strengthening us to be
his Body. God, give us courage; make us whole and give us
peace. Fill us with Holy Spirit and send us out to touch the
world with your healing Presence; through Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer and Friend. Amen.
*Hymn #604

“I Then Shall Live”

*Benediction
*Response #232

“God Be with You”

Readings for next week: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121;
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17.

Pastor:

Rev. W. David Weddington

E-mail: pastordavid@myfairpoint.net
Music Director & Organist

Dorothy Morton
Wednesdays. 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Sun. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Worship Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-3376, Fax: 603-444-6589
E-mail: fstcong@myfairpoint.net
www.1stconglittleton.org
~~~

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank you for joining us for worship today!
It is our sincere hope that all who gather in
this place will know and experience the love,
forgiveness, hope, and new life available
through Jesus Christ.

FCC Shining Lights Learning Center
444-7379
E-mail: fccshininglights@myfairpoint.net

Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a loving
invitation and welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the worship of God, to reach
out to heal and enrich lives through the Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at various
stages of their spiritual growth.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
March 1, 2020
First Sunday of Lent
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).
Gathering #138

“Holy Ground”

Welcome and Announcements

Mary Menzies

Opening Prayer
Prelude
Responsive Reading
Psalm 32
One: Happy are those who know they are forgiven,
who know that their sins have been pardoned.
All: Happy are those who are free from deceit,
who know God is not against them.
One: When I kept silent, my bones ached from weeping;
your hand lay heavy upon me.
All: Then I confessed; I stopped hiding my flaws.
I opened my heart and admitted it all,
and you took away my guilt and my shame.
One: Come pray to God, while God may be found,
that the great flood of troubles will not reach us:
All: You are our hiding place, good and loving God.
You preserve us from trouble; you protect us.
One: Learn from the wise, and walk in healthy ways,
not like horses or mules that are ruled by the bit.
All: Many are the pains of the headstrong and wicked;
mercy surrounds those who put their trust in God.
One: Be glad in God! Rejoice, all you who follow in God’s ways,
All: and shout for joy, all you whose hearts
are open to God’s love!

*Hymn #413

“Break Thou the Bread of Life”

*Confession: Kind and generous God, we have heard your
promise to be with us always, but it’s hard sometimes to
believe you. Our world is daily wounded by crime and war,
disease and storm. We worry about our bodies, our homes,
our financial security. In anger and sorrow, suspicion and
fear, we close our hearts to you and our neighbors; and still
you offer us the bread of life; and still you offer us the gift of
love. And so, kind and generous God, as we gather at your
table, we ask you to open our darkened hearts that we may
receive the light you have prepared for us. In Jesus’ name.
AMEN
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri #813
Statement of Faith (inside cover of hymnal)
Anthem

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Leavitt

Children’s Time
Moments of Concern and Celebration
(Please fill out a blue card in the pew)
Pastoral Prayer
Our Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)
Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music
*Doxology #815
Offertory Prayer
Scripture

Matthew 4:1-11
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Notices for the week of March 1, 2020 – March 7, 2020
***********************************************************************************

TODAY… 9:00 am .... Adult Bible Class – Classroom
10:00 am .... Worship Service, Communion and
Sunday School
11:15 am .... Coffee Fellowship – Ladies Parlor
Mon…….. Pastor’s Sabbath
Tues….… 6:00 pm .... AlAnon – Ladies Parlor
Wed…..... 6:30 pm .... Choir Rehearsal – Ladies Parlor
5:00 pm .... Weds. Night AA – Fellowship Hall
Sat……... 7:00 pm .... AA – Ladies Parlor
AA meetings: Monday – Friday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

…..................................................................................
Coffee Fellowship:

Liz & Keith Farrar

Flowers: to the glory of God

…..................................................................................
NEXT WEEK: MISSION SUNDAY
"You are God's field; God's building."
Through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we are planting seeds of new life.
Together, we are investing in communities worldwide: providing education to girls and boys,
empowering communities through vocational training, supporting microcredit lending and seeing
people through to self-sufficiency, empowering families with skills to support themselves and
their neighbors, and participating in sustainable solutions that offer dignity to all.

FLYERS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE BACK OF THE
SANCTUARY TO GIVE TO FRIENDS!

These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in addition to disaster
relief and refugee initiatives. Through your generosity, the world is a better place. But more
is needed. Next week, you have an opportunity to plant seeds into the lives of others. Be a
co-worker with God. Building, planting, watering…and trusting that God gives growth to
all good gifts shared in faith. Thank you for your partnership. Thank you for your generosity.

SPECIAL ENVELOPES WILL BE PROVIDED NEXT WEEK.

March Prayer Request Concerns & Celebrations
CONTINUING & NEW

Military
The names of people in the military are on the name board by office.

Keeping those in need of our prayers: The President, World Leaders, the Youth
of our Community, the future of our World, and Rev. David and Wilma
Weddington as they participate and lead us into the future.

To add a name to our prayer list, please fill out a blue card located in the pew racks and
place them in the offering plate or hand them to a Deacon. The name will remain in the
bulletin for approximately 4 weeks. We understand that some situations are very serious
and a longer period of time would be helpful. You may call the office with any names that
need to be added or to update the status.

Pat Whipple’s husband, Herb, was put in the hospital with fluid on his
lungs and not doing very well.
(Emily LaFlam)

If you or someone you care about would like a visit or call, please contact Pastor David at
603-991-0535 or Pam Nute at 603-444-3376.

Cancer
Robin Clough (Glenda Iles)
Jerry Prevost (Dottie Morton)
Matt Byrne (Tina Peabody)
Cindy Chalifour (Marti Faulkner)
Karen Carbonneau (Vic Carbonneau)
Judy Boales (Chris Sundman)
Noreen Watts (Ed O’Brien)
Joan Reed (Judy Warden)
Ronald Daly (Judy Oleary)
Kenneth Prescott (Karen Lord)
Mary Kelch (Dottie Morton)

Doreen Degenerica (June Davis)
Richard Price (Alice Muh)
Tyler Emerson (Laurie Boswell)
Diane Wenneis (Amy Sharpe)
Judy Eagan (JoBeth Dudley)
Mary Ellen Gilbert (Tina Peabody)
Sandra Eaton (Judy Warden)
Jill Miller (Su Schott)
Debi Valentine Clark (Elaine Pollak)
Alice Tillotson (Emily LaFlam)
Barbara Holland (Emily LaFlam)

Illness/Recovery
Lindsey Clark (Glenda Iles)

**Names listed without original contact person will be removed from the list if we are not
notified. In order to keep this list up-to-date, it is important that we be notified when someone
should come off the list. Thank you.

The Roof Fund total is:
$24,970.70
Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

Please indicate on your check (if split) which funds and what amount
you would like to be applied to each.
This will help the counters not have to guess what you have in mind!

Loss/Grieving
Family of Brig Clark (Pam Nute)
Family of Alice Hughes (Judy Warden)

