Sermon

“in the middle of an ordinary day”

*Hymn (insert)

First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Littleton, New Hampshire

“As We Gather at Your Table”

December 1, 2019

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Communion Prayer: You have given yourself to us, loving God,
in the simple food and drink we have shared. Jesus has been
here. Even now, his presence is strengthening us to be his
Body. God, give us courage; make us whole and give us peace.
Fill us with Holy Spirit and send us out to touch the world
with your healing Presence; through Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer and Friend. Amen.
*Hymn #589

“Here I Am, Lord”

Pastor:

Rev. W. David Weddington

E-mail: pastordavid@myfairpoint.net
Music Director & Organist

Dorothy Morton
Wednesdays. 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Sun. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Worship Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship
11:15 a.m.

*Benediction
*Response #704

“God Will Make a Way”

Readings for next week: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72;
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-3376, Fax: 603-444-6589
E-mail: fstcong@myfairpoint.net
www.1stconglittleton.org
~~~

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thank you for joining us for worship today!
It is our sincere hope that all who gather in
this place will know and experience the love,
forgiveness, hope, and new life available
through Jesus Christ.

FCC Shining Lights Learning Center
444-7379
E-mail: fccshininglights@myfairpoint.net

Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a
loving invitation and welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the worship of God, to
reach out to heal and enrich lives through the Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at
various stages of their spiritual growth.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
December 1, 2019
First Sunday of Advent
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).
Gathering #243

“Emmanuel”

Welcome, Announcements and Opening Prayer Ross Fairweather
Prelude
Lighting the Advent Candle
Isaiah 2:1-5
Ross and Brenda Fairweather
One: One day soon the mountain of God will rise,
will be the highest mountain of all.
All: People will come from all over the world, saying:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of God,
to the house of the God of our people.”
One: Teach us, O God, how to walk in your paths;
instruct us in your just and loving ways.
All: Let your holy word flow down from the heights,
your teachings from your Holy City.
One: Our God will render fair and healing justice to the nations;
our God will help us rise above the conflicts that divide us.
All: We shall beat our swords to plowshares,
and our spears to pruning hooks;
one nation shall not lift a sword against another nation;
we shall not practice violence or learn war any more.
(We light the first Advent Candle)
One: We light this candle in the fervent Hope
that the Child who is coming will heal to our angry world.
All: And all shall be well; and all shall be well;
and all manner of thing shall we be well.

*Hymn #244 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
*Confession: Kind and generous God, we call out to Jesus, our
Consolation and Hope. “Come,” we say, but it’s hard
sometimes to believe in his coming. Our world is daily
wounded by crime and war. Our feelings of safety rise and
fall with the changing tide of the news. In anger and sorrow,
suspicion and fear, we close our hearts to you and our
neighbors; we falter; we give up Hope. And still you offer us
forgiveness; and still you offer us the innocent trust of a tiny
Child, the Child who is coming to set us free, to restore our
shattered Hope. And so, kind and generous God, as we come
to this holy meal, we ask you to enter our darkness, forgive
our despair, and show us the way back to Hope. We pray in
the name of the Child who comes, Jesus. AMEN
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri #813
A Christmas Creed from Latin America (insert)
Special Music “Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes”

Raney

Moments of Concern and Celebration
(Please fill out a blue card in the pew)
Pastoral Prayer
Our Savior’s Prayer (trespasses)
Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Music
*Doxology #815
Offertory Prayer
Scripture

Matthew 24:36-44

Brenda Fairweather

MISSION SUNDAY
Next Week
DECEMBER MISSION SUNDAY
“UCC CHRISTMAS FUND”
THIS FUND GIVES AID TO RETIRED MINISTERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

100 % OF YOUR DONATION WILL BE SENT TO UCC
THANK YOU!!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The annual Live Nativity Pageant
Whitefield Common
Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 6:30pm
A combined activity of all four Christian churches in Whitefield, the pageant re-enacts the
Christmas story as told in the Gospels. With local clergy reading the scriptures, a cast from all
the churches, and a massed choir singing traditional carols, it is a live experience not to be
missed. All are welcome to gather on the common and enjoy the 20 minute program. Dress
warmly! Refreshments will be available at the Community Baptist Church immediately
following the pageant. Further information: Rev. Greg Vigne
Community Baptist Church of Whitefield. 603-837-2469

Notices for the week of December 1, 2019 – December 7, 2019
***********************************************************************************

TODAY… 9:00 am .... Adult Bible Class – Classroom
10:00 am .... Worship Service & Communion
11:15 am .... Coffee Fellowship – Ladies Parlor
Mon…….. Pastor’s Sabbath
Tues….… 6:00 pm .... AlAnon – Ladies Parlor
Wed…..... 6:30 pm .... Choir Rehearsal – Ladies Parlor
7:00 pm .... Weds. Night AA – Fellowship Hall
Sat.……… 7:00 pm .... AA – Fellowship Hall
AA meetings: Monday – Friday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

…..................................................................................
Coffee Fellowship:
Flowers: In memory of Ray Morton from his loving wife, Dottie

…..................................................................................

A message from CE
Our kids have really loved putting things in the Little Free Pantry. We have donated jars of dried soup,
birthday bags and are working on making hats! For Christmas we would like to assemble some
stockings to put in the pantry. Those of us that fill stockings at home know that the little things can really
add up quickly! You can help by bringing in donations of small books, small toys, etc. Kindly bring in
donations by December 8.

The Roof Fund total is:
$23,050.45
Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

Come Decorate the Tree and Help us Celebrate Christmas Around the World!!
On December 8, after church, we invite all members of our church community to come celebrate
Christmas Around the World!! Maybe you grew up in a different part of our country or a different part of
the world. Perhaps your family celebrates Christmas in a way that summons traditions from far off
places. Maybe you have traveled to other places during Christmas. All of those things would be great to
share. We would love for people to bring in food and/or decorations that will help tell the tale of
Christmas in another place. We will also be putting up the Christmas tree that day and as in years past
we want the tree to represent all members of our church family. Bring in pictures of your family to
decorate the tree or prepare to smile!

Please indicate on your check (if split) which funds and what amount
you would like to be applied to each.
This will help the counters not have to guess what you have in mind!

December Prayer Request Concerns & Celebrations
CONTINUING & NEW

Loss/Grieving
Family of Sandra Etherton (Phil Krill’s cousin)
Family of Pam Hodgdon (Mary Hodgdon)

Keeping those in need of our prayers: The President, World Leaders, the Youth
of our Community, the future of our World, and Rev. David and Wilma
Weddington as they participate and lead us into the future.

Military
92 year old mother, in assisted living, won’t sleep in bed. Lymphedema
seems to be getting worse; please keep in your prayers as these become
issues.
(Bob LaFleur)
Cancer
Robin Clough (Glenda Iles)
Jerry Prevost (Dottie Morton)
Matt Byrne (Tina Peabody)
Cindy Chalifour (Marti Faulkner)
Karen Carbonneau (Vic Carbonneau)
Judy Boales (Chris Sundman)
Noreen Watts (Ed O’Brien)
Joan Reed (Judy Warden)
Rev. Peter Moore (Thomas Blanchette)
Kenneth Prescott (Karen Lord)

Doreen Degenerica (June Davis)
Richard Price (Alice Muh)
Tyler Emerson (Laurie Boswell)
Diane Wenneis (Amy Sharpe)
Judy Eagan (JoBeth Dudley)
Mary Ellen Gilbert (Tina Peabody)
Sandra Eaton (Judy Warden)
Jill Miller (Su Schott)
Debi Valentine Clark (Elaine Pollak)

The names of people in the military are on the name board by office.
To add a name to our prayer list, please fill out a blue card located in the pew racks and
place them in the offering plate or hand them to a Deacon. The name will remain in the
bulletin for approximately 4 weeks. We understand that some situations are very serious
and a longer period of time would be helpful. You may call the office with any names that
need to be added or to update the status.
If you or someone you care about would like a visit or call, please contact Pastor David at
603-991-0535 or Pam Nute at 603-444-3376.
**Names listed without original contact person will be removed from the list if we are not
notified. In order to keep this list up-to-date, it is important that we be notified when someone
should come off the list. Thank you.

Ladies Society Fundraiser
Illness/Recovery
Bryan Sanders (Alison Bolt)
Ryan Benson (Su Schott)
Ed VanVeldhouse and Sheri VV (Wilma Weddington)

Please see June Davis for your order pamphlet!
These items are 100% American made products ~ since 1948!
Lifetime Guarantee: Rada Mfg. Co. will replace any product manufactured by the
company returned to them due to defects in material or workmanship.

40% of sales goes to the Ladies Society

