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Our Mission Statement: 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a loving invitation and 
welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the worship of God, to reach out to heal and enrich 
lives through the Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at various stages of their spiritual growth. 

 
                                                      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 
It is our sincere hope that all who gather in 
this place will know and experience the love, 

forgiveness, hope, and new life available 
through Jesus Christ. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 
     First Sunday of Advent—December 1, 2018 
  Those who are able may stand where marked (*). 
 

Gathering: #270  “Joy to the World”                    vs. 1   
 

Welcome, Announcements and  Opening Prayer        Mary Menzies 
 

Prelude             “Home Away” by Coulter   Jo Beth Dudley—flute 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle    (Luke 1:26-38)    Bob and Alice Muh  
One: She was young. She was hardly more than a girl 
 when the angel came to visit. 
All: “Greetings, Mary, favored one. God has chosen you.” 
One: She was troubled, scared. What kind of messenger, 
 what kind of message was this? 
All: “Don’t be afraid. You’ll conceive in your womb, 
 and you’ll bear a son. His name will be Jesus.” 
One: She was young, not naïve. She knew the facts of life. 
 “How can this be?” she asked. The angel answered: 
All: “God is at work in you. The Spirit of God  
 will be with you. Nothing is impossible with God.” 
One: And so young Mary, full of hope, set fear aside  
 and answered, “Let it be with me exactly as you’ve said.” 
All: And it was so.  

One: (light) For Mary, whose hope was stronger than her fear, 
 we light this Advent candle— 
All: For all who hope, for all in whom 
 the light of God is dawning. 
            

*Hymn:  #240    “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”        
 

*Confession: God of the hopeful heart, we confess before you 
those places in our hearts where we have refused you entrance: 
there are people we do not want to love; habits we  
 
 

 
 

never get around to changing; good things we leave undone;  
and ways in which we hurt you, ourselves, and others. Come 
to us now in the dawning of new light. Shine in those places  
we have hidden from you. Teach our fearful hearts the way  
of hope, now and forever! Amen. 
 * Assurance of Pardon and Gloria Patri #813    

 * A Latin American Christmas Creed (insert) 
 

Children's Time 
 

Anthem                “Bring Us Hope”           Schram   
 

Moments of Concern and Celebration (please fill out a blue card)  
 Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (“trespasses”) 
 

Worship of God with our Tithes, Offerings and Pledges  

      Offertory Music     “Awake, Awake”       Haugen 
*Doxology #815 and Offertory Prayer     

 

Scripture:          Isaiah 2:1-5 
     

Sermon:            “Hope Stronger Than Our Fear”  
 

*Hymn:  (insert)    “As We Gather at Your Table”  
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 

Communion Prayer: You have given yourself to us, loving God,  
in the simple food and drink we have shared. Jesus has been 
here. Even now, his presence is strengthening us to be his  
Body. God, give us courage; make us whole and give us  
peace. Fill us with Holy Spirit and send us out to touch the 
world with your healing Presence; through Jesus Christ, our  
Redeemer and Friend. Amen. 
 

*Hymn: #244  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
 

*Benediction  
 

Response #292  “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”    vs. 1 



            
 
 

                    The Roof Fund total is: 
 
              $12,789.75 
 
        Thank you for your ongoing commitment! 
 
 

**************************************************************************** 
 

Be a part of our Tree! 
4th Annual – Family Style Decorations 

 

Today! 
 

Once again this year, CE invites you to Be a Part of Our 

Tree!  We are all individuals who come together as a 

church family and it is truly wonderful when our tree 

represents that.  Bring an item that represents something 

you or something you like to do, or bring a photo of 

yourself, your family, a group at this church, a place you 

love, etc.  We will also be taking pictures of anyone who 

wishes to be part of the tree after church.  We will be 

hosting our traditional crafts including Paper Chains and 

Popcorn/Cranberry Garlands in the Fellowship Hall! 

 

It is always great to get to know your church family better!  As you 

bring things to hang on the tree, ask others why they brought what 

they brought.  There have been some great stories shared over the 

past few years and we cannot wait to see what this year brings!  Can’t 

make it to decorate the tree after service today?? Feel free to 

decorate a photo of your family, bring it in, and hang it on the tree! 

 

 
Notices for the week of December 2, 2018 - December 8, 2018 

*********************************************************************************** 

TODAY…  9:00 am  .... Adult Bible Class: Acts – Classroom 
                10:00 am  .... Worship Service, Communion &  
                                     Sunday School 
                11:15 am  .... Coffee Fellowship & tree trimming 
                                      crafting – Fellowship Hall 
Mon……..  Pastor’s Sabbath 
Tues….…  Office Closed 
                  6:00 pm  .... AlAnon – Ladies Parlor 
                  7:00 pm  .... Eastern Star – Fellowship Hall 
Wed….....  7:00 pm  .... Weds. Night AA – Fellowship Hall 
Fri……….  5:30 pm  .... Shining Lights Winter Pageant - Sanctuary 
Sat………  8:00 am  .... Men’s Breakfast – Krill Residence 
7:00 pm  AA – Fellowship Hall 
 

AA meetings: Monday – Friday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

….................................................................................... 

 
Usher/Greeter:  

Coffee Fellowship: Judy & Bob Oleary 

Flowers: to the glory of God  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Office will be closed on Tuesday.  If you need anything, please be sure 

to contact Pam on Monday or Wednesday this coming week.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
Scripture Readings for next week: Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 1:18-25. 



 

  December Prayer Request Concerns & Celebrations 
 
 
 

                                         CONTINUING & NEW  

Keeping those in need of our prayers: The President, World Leaders, the Youth of 
our Community, the future of our World, and Rev. David and Wilma Weddington as 
they participate and lead us into the future. 

 
Bonnie Mainewaring – dear friend, suffering from a heart condition.   
                                                                                                  (Judy Warden) 
  

Linda – friend of my sister who fell and broke her femur, lives in Bangor,               
      Maine.                                                                            (Karen Lord) 
  

Pat Whipple had back surgery on Nov. 28th.        (Emily LaFlam) 
  

Bob Iles – surgery.             (Linda Warden) 
 

Karen Carbonneau -  cancer (they have found nodules on both of her lungs). 
  

Karen Carbonneau’s sister, Dale Peer, had an infection in her right foot and 
part of the foot was amputated. 
  
  

 
Cancer 

 

Ron Small (Linda Warden)   Elyse Wighton  (Ross Fairweather) 
Judy Dean (Alice Muh)    Tyler Emerson (Laurie Boswell) 
Doreen Degenerica (June Davis)  Mary Ellen Gilbert (Tina Peabody) 
Jerry Prevost (Dottie Morton)   Richard Price (Alice Muh)  
Mike MacKillop (Ross Fairweather)  Matt Byrne (Tina Peabody)  
Paula Thomas (Emily LaFlam)  Patrick Corentyman (Karen Lord) 
Wendy Stone (Betty Ann Moore)  Sharon Nobel (Ross Fairweather) 
Cindy Chalifour (Marti Faulkner)  Stephany Kimball (Marti Faulkner) 
Joyce Willoughby (Glenda Iles) 

 

Illness/Recovery 

Fritz Moore (Betty Ann Moore)   Thomas Leard (Emily LaFlam) 
Jack Urion (Judy Warden)   Kimberly Gunter (Tim Gould)  
    

 

Loss/Grieving 
 

Family of Bill Wasinger (Emily LaFlam) 
Family of Barbara Sharp (Linda Warden) 

 
Military 

 

The names of people in the military are on the name board by office.  
 

To add a name to our prayer list, please fill out a blue card located in the pew racks 
and place them in the offering plate or hand them to a Deacon.  The name will remain 
in the bulletin for approximately 4 weeks.  We understand that some situations are 
very serious and a longer period of time would be helpful.  You may call the office 
with any names that need to be added or to update the status. 
 

If you or someone you care about would like a visit or call, please contact 
Pastor David at 603-991-0535 or Pam Nute at 603-444-3376.  If you have an 
emergency during the week and Pastor David is away, please call the church 
office at 444-3376 and Pam Nute will contact someone for you. 
 

**Names listed without original contact person will be removed from the list if we 
are not notified. In order to keep this list up-to-date, it is important that we be notified 

when someone should come off the list.   Thank you. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Ladies Society is having a Fund Raiser to support the Roof Fund! 
  

Please help us by visiting the link below: 
  

https://shop.meadowfarms.com/index.asp?PID=1011272  
  

Any items that you choose to purchase will be delivered directly to your home.  
Also, we encourage you to send the link to family and friends.  Ends December 12th. 
  

We thank you in advance for your support!  

https://shop.meadowfarms.com/index.asp?PID=1011272

