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Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a
loving invitation and welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the worship
of God, to reach out to heal and enrich lives through the Holy Spirit, and to
nurture people at various stages of their spiritual growth.
~~~~

Thank you for joining us for worship today!
It is our sincere hope that all who gather in
this place will know and experience the love,
forgiveness, hope, and new life available
through Jesus Christ.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
December 18, 2016
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).
Gathering #244

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Welcome Announcements and Opening Prayer

Mary Menzies

Prelude
Lighting the Advent Candles
1Corinthians 12, 13
Ed and Ann Craxton
One: The good gifts of God are many and varied;
the Spirit who gives them is one.
All: Wisdom and prophecy, healing and faith,
deep understanding, transcendent words,
One: teaching and listening, washing and hammering,
singing and preaching and folding and greeting . . .
All: We are his body, the body of Christ,
gifted, supported and blessed by his Spirit,
One: filled with his Love—patient, gentle and kind,
never arrogant, boastful, jealous or rude,
All: not resentful, not having to have our own way-but hopeful, dependable, trusting and true.
We are filled with his Love, and his Love never ends . . .
(Light the four Advent candles)
One: With Hope, Peace and Joy, we welcome the birth
of the Child who will fill us with God’s gift of Love . . .
All: And all shall be well, and all shall be well,
and all manner of thing shall be well.
*Hymn #240

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Children’s Time
Anthem “Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness” Farrell/Raney
Welcome New Members:
Vivian Davis, Elizabeth Edney, Bob and Estelle LaFleur
We welcome you with joy into the common life of this
church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as we
share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By
the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow
together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our
risen Savior.
Prayer of Welcome and Sung Blessing
Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.
Moments of Concern and Celebration (please fill out a blue card)
Pastoral Prayer and Savior’s Prayer (“trespasses”)
We Worship God with Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
*Doxology (#815) and Offertory Prayer
Scripture

Matthew 1:18-25

*Hymn #245
Sermon

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
“So God imparts to human hearts . . .”

*Hymn #256

“Love Has Come!”

vs. 1, 2

“Love Has Come!”

vs. 3

*Benediction
*Response #256
*Postlude

Stewardship Update
As of December 14, the church has received 38 pledge commitments, for a total
of $122,303. In addition to three new pledges, 17 “pledging units” increased
their financial commitments. Last year’s final tally was 49 pledges totaling
$135,716. We are hopeful that approximately 13 more pledges will be
forthcoming, which should push our total above last year’s numbers. For those
who intend to make a formal financial commitment but who have not yet done
so, the church council would be most appreciative if all remaining pledge cards
could be submitted as soon as reasonably possible. Pledge acknowledgments
should be sent out before the end of the year. Thank you!
Bob Muh
Stewardship Coordinator

Notices for the week of December 18, 2016 – December 24, 2016
***********************************************************************************

TODAY…. 9:00 am .... Adult Bible Study – Classroom
10:00 am .... Worship Service, Communion and
Sunday School
11:15 am .... Coffee Fellowship – Ladies Parlor
Mon…….. Pastor’s Sabbath
Tues……. 6:00 pm .... AlAnon – Ladies Parlor
7:00 pm .... Eastern Star
Wed…...... 5:00 pm .... AA – Ladies Parlor
6:30 pm .... Choir Practice – Ladies Parlor
7:00 pm .... Weds. Night AA – Fellowship Hall
Fri. ........... OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 pm .... NA – Fellowship Hall
Sat…........ 7:00 pm .... AA – Fellowship Hall
………….. 7:00 pm .... Christmas Eve Service - Sanctuary
AA meetings: Monday – Friday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Usher/Greeter:
Coffee Fellowship: Alison Bolt
Flowers: to the Glory of God
Prayer of Dedication
Love Divine, all loves excelling, for every gift we have received and every gift we
are blessed in giving, we thank you. As we await the celebration of incarnation –
your love made flesh and blood and dwelling among us – we honor the many servant
leaders who have made your love manifest in our midst. We dedicate our offerings and
ourselves as expressions of your love. May we continue to hear the message of the
angels, reminding us to not be afraid as we live out our call to bring your love to
birth in our midst. In the name of the love that comes down at Christmas, we pray. Amen.

….......................................................................................
The Annual Meeting will take place on
Sunday, February 12th
at 11:20 am (following the service)
This has been changed to the SECOND Sunday in February from the “usual” first
Sunday. Annual Reports will be available in the sanctuary on

Sunday, January 29th.

December Prayer Request Concerns & Celebrations
CONTINUING & NEW
Keeping those in need of our prayers: The President, World Leaders, the Youth
of our Community, the future of our World, and Rev. David and Wilma
Weddington as they participate and lead us into the future.

Jean Lange – diagnosed with brain tumor and lung cancer.
(Emily LaFlam)
Barry Jacobson & Amy Welsh – discernment/support as they find
God’s new calling for their lives.
(Wilma Weddington)
Heidi, a climbing instructor, killed in a car accident in Idaho, age 29.
(Tina Peabody)

Illness/Recovery
Joel Peabody (JoBeth Dudley)
Glenn Bogert (Karen Morneau)
Jean Kimball (David Weddington)
Richard & Janet Nelson (Janet Nelson)
Rev. Thomas Campbell (Martha Jane Aldrich)
Marla Strong (Kim Smith)
Wayne Chase (Emily LaFlam)
Loss/Grieving
Family of Anna Jackman (David Weddington)
Family of Dotto Ruggles (David Weddington)
Family of Ray Morton (David Weddington)
Family of Barbara Spencer’s husband (Linda Warden)
Family of Stephanie Moskal (Charron Sundman)
Military

Heather Menzies – to return safe and sound from her third deployment
to the Middle East.
(Doug Menzies, uncle)
Brian Muh and Family & Epic Church – peaceful transitions – as Brian
discerns his next call.
(Bob and Alice Muh)

Cancer
Betsy Warden (Linda Warden)
Joyce Willoughby (Glenda Iles)
Paul McMillan (Tina Peabody)
Curtis Sears (Emily LaFlam)
Joni Prell (Linda Warden)
Rebecca Griffin Martel (Glenda Iles)
James Stewart (Tim Gould)

Arped Lind (June Davis)
Jennifer LaFlam (Emily LaFlam)
Diane Stinaker (Judy Warden)
Peter Low (Tina Peabody)
Robin Derrington (Emily LaFlam)
Judy Jalbert (June Davis)
Rita Biagioni (Bob Oleary)

The names of people in the military are on the name board by office.
To add a name to our prayer list, please fill out a blue card located in the pew
racks and place them in the offering plate or hand them to a Deacon. The
name will remain in the bulletin for approximately 4 weeks. We understand
that some situations are very serious and a longer period of time would be
helpful. You may call the office with any names that need to be added or to
update the status.
If you or someone you care about would like a visit or call, please
contact Pastor David at 603-991-0535 or Pam Nute at 603-444-3376.
If you have an emergency during the week and Pastor David is away,
please call the church office at 444-3376 and Pam Nute will contact
someone for you.
**Names listed without original contact person will be removed from the
list if we are not notified. In order to keep this list up-to-date, it is important
that we be notified when someone should come off the list. Thank you.

