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Our Mission Statement: 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a loving invitation and 
welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the worship of God, to reach out to heal and enrich 
lives through the Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at various stages of their spiritual growth. 

 
                                                      

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship today! 
It is our sincere hope that all who gather in 
this place will know and experience the love, 

forgiveness, hope, and new life available 
through Jesus Christ. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

United Church of Christ 

 December 16, 2018—Third Sunday of Advent 
Those who are able may stand where marked (*). 

 

Gathering #270   “Joy to the World!”            vs. 3 
               
Welcome, Announcements and Opening Prayer       Mary Menzies   
 

Prelude           “Sonata in F”          Marcello 
            
Lighting the Advent Candles              Luke 1:39-45 

Elizabeth Edney and Wilma Weddington 
One: Mary set out on a journey to Judah  
 to visit her cousin, Elizabeth, 
 a woman past child-bearing age,  
 who was, like Mary, impossibly with child.  
All: At Mary’s voice, Elizabeth’s child leapt for joy;  
 she was filled with the Spirit of God and she said: 
 “Blessed are you among women, Mary,  
 and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” 
One: And Elizabeth called her “Mother of my Lord!” 
 “For as soon as I heard the sound of your voice, 
 the child in my womb leapt for joy! 
All: “And blessed is she who believed there would be 
 a fulfillment of what God has promised.” 

One: (light) For Mary and Elizabeth, women full of joy, 
 travelling together in Spirit-filled awe— 
All:  For all who risk uncertain journeys of faith 
 for the Joy they’ll find along God’s Holy Way. 
 
*Hymn #293  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  
 

 
 

Children’s Time  
 

Anthem               “We Wait for Thee”              Johnson              
 
Moments of Concern and Celebration                                                                                                                                                                                              

(Please fill out a blue card in the pew) 
     Pastoral Prayer  
     Our Savior’s Prayer (trespasses) 
      
Worship of God with our Tithes and Offerings 
        Offertory Music          “Patapan”       Burgundian Carol 

*Doxology #815  
Offertory Prayer  
     

*Hymn #269      “How Great Our Joy!” 
 

Scripture                   Isaiah 54:1-10                        page 649 
 
Sermon                “In Spirit-filled Awe”      
 
*Hymn #282 “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful” 
 
*Benediction  
 

*Response  #292    “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”       vs. 3  

 
*Postlude   

Special thanks to Jo Beth Dudley 
who is sharing her music with us this morning. 

 

 
Readings for next week—Luke 1:46-56; Isaiah 7:10-16. 



                    

               2018 Poinsettia Dedications 

 
Alison Dea Bolt:  In memory of my mother, Laverne Dea Kohl  

In memory of Elmer and Anna Jackman from their family 

Emily & Reg LaFlam:  In memory of our son, Ron LaFlam 

Estelle & Bob LaFleur:  To the Glory of God 

Dottie Morton:  In memory of Ray and in honor of our boys, 

                        Matt, Andrew & Aaron 

Alice & Bob Muh:  In memory of Everett & Margaret Muh 

                             and in memory of Bob & Betsy Bergen 

Judy & Bob Oleary:  In memory of Brenda Post 

Su Schott:  In memory of loved ones with God 

Linda & Bob Warden:  In memory of Anna, Erma and loved ones; and 

                                in honor of Barbara Holland and Karen Morneau 

Wilma & David Weddington:  Thanks be to God! 

 

WE WISH TO THANK all of the persons listed for contributing the  

POINSETTIAS that you see displayed in our church for CHRISTMAS  

 

The sanctuary door wreaths have been purchased by Elaine 

Stroop in memory of her parents and for all of the people who 

touch our lives, especially Erma, Anna, Dottie and many more.  
                                            
                
 
 

      The Roof Fund total is:  
 

              $13,439.75  
 

        Thank you for your ongoing commitment!  

 

 
Notices for the week of December 16, 2018 - December 22, 2018 

*********************************************************************************** 

TODAY…  9:00 am  .... Adult Bible Class: Acts – Classroom 
                10:00 am  .... Worship Service & Sunday School 
                11:15 am  .... Coffee Fellowship – Ladies Parlor 
Mon……..  Pastor’s Sabbath 
Tues….…  6:00 pm  .... AlAnon – Ladies Parlor 
                  6:30 pm  .... Council Meeting - Classroom 
                  7:00 pm  .... Eastern Star – Fellowship Hall 
Wed….....  7:00 pm  .... Weds. Night AA – Fellowship Hall 
Thurs..….   7:15 pm  .... COG – Classroom 
Sat………  7:00 pm  .... AA – Fellowship Hall 
 

AA meetings: Monday – Friday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

….................................................................................... 

 
Usher/Greeter:  

Coffee Fellowship: Alison & Ron Bolt 

Flowers: to the glory of God  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
DEACONôS FUND COLLECTION LAST WEEK  

 

There was a special collection last week to benefit the Deaconôs Fund.  This fund helps 

people who come to our door in need of emergency assistance.   
 

$150 was collected  ~  Thank you for your kindness! 

 

 



 

  December Prayer Request Concerns & Celebrations 
 
 
 

                                         CONTINUING & NEW  

Keeping those in need of our prayers: The President, World Leaders, the Youth of 
our Community, the future of our World, and Rev. David and Wilma Weddington as 
they participate and lead us into the future. 

 
 Richard E. Kohl – stage IV metastatic pancreatic cancer:  totally 
unexpected, and lives alone, closest family 90+ minutes away.   
            (his sister, Alison Bolt) 
  
Margaret Whetstine  - changes are coming faster as my mother ages.  Pray 
for her as she deals with her depression and loss of function in her hands.  
               (Wilma Weddington) 
  

 
Cancer 

 

Ron Small (Linda Warden)   Elyse Wighton  (Ross Fairweather) 
Judy Dean (Alice Muh)    Tyler Emerson (Laurie Boswell) 
Doreen Degenerica (June Davis)  Mary Ellen Gilbert (Tina Peabody) 
Jerry Prevost (Dottie Morton)   Richard Price (Alice Muh)  
Mike MacKillop (Ross Fairweather)  Matt Byrne (Tina Peabody)  
Paula Thomas (Emily LaFlam)  Patrick Corentyman (Karen Lord) 
Wendy Stone (Betty Ann Moore)  Sharon Nobel (Ross Fairweather) 
Cindy Chalifour (Marti Faulkner)  Stephany Kimball (Marti Faulkner) 
Joyce Willoughby (Glenda Iles)  Karen Carbonneau (Vic Carbonneau) 

 

Illness/Recovery 

Fritz Moore (Betty Ann Moore)  Dale Peer (Karen Carbonneau) 
Jack Urion (Judy Warden)  Pat Whipple (Dottie Bailey) 
Thomas Leard (Emily LaFlam)  

    
Loss/Grieving 

 
Family of Bill Wasinger (Emily LaFlam) 
Family of Barbara Sharp (Linda Warden) 

 
 

Military 
 

The names of people in the military are on the name board by office.  
 

To add a name to our prayer list, please fill out a blue card located in the pew racks 
and place them in the offering plate or hand them to a Deacon.  The name will remain 
in the bulletin for approximately 4 weeks.  We understand that some situations are 
very serious and a longer period of time would be helpful.  You may call the office 
with any names that need to be added or to update the status. 
 

If you or someone you care about would like a visit or call, please contact 
Pastor David at 603-991-0535 or Pam Nute at 603-444-3376.  If you have an 
emergency during the week and Pastor David is away, please call the church 
office at 444-3376 and Pam Nute will contact someone for you. 
 

**Names listed without original contact person will be removed from the list if we 
are not notified. In order to keep this list up-to-date, it is important that we be notified 

when someone should come off the list.   Thank you. 
 

 

Special Mission Offering  

December 2 3 , 201 8  

               The Christmas Fund 

Please indicate on your check (if 
split) which funds and what amount 
you would like to be applied to each. 

 

This will help the counters not have to 
guess what you have in mind! 

 

Thank you! 


