First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Littleton, New Hampshire

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Organist & Music Director: Dorothy Morton
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute

December 10, 2017
OFFICERS:
Moderator: Lars Nielson
Vice-Moderator: Tim Gould
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

DEACON’S FUND COLLECTION TODAY
There will be a special collection today to benefit the
Deacon’s Fund. This fund helps people who come to
our door in need of emergency assistance. Envelopes
for this specific purpose are included in the bulletin.
Thank you!

Peace
Pastor:

Rev. W. David Weddington

E-mail: pastordavid@myfairpoint.net
Music Director & Organist

Dorothy Morton
Sun. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

~~~~

Thank you for joining us for worship today!
It is our sincere hope that all who gather in
this place will know and experience the love,
forgiveness, hope, and new life available
through Jesus Christ.

Worship Service and Sunday
School 10:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship 11:15 a.m.

189 Main Street
Littleton, NH 03561
603-444-3376, Fax: 603-444-6589
E-mail: fstcong@myfairpoint.net
www.1stconglittleton.org
~~~

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
~~~

FCC Shining Lights Learning Center
444-7379
E-mail: fccshininglights@myfairpoint.net

Our Mission Statement:
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are called to provide a loving
invitation and welcome to all, to inspire and uplift through the worship of God, to reach out
to heal and enrich lives through the Holy Spirit, and to nurture people at various stages of
their spiritual growth.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
United Church of Christ
December 10, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent
Those who are able may stand where marked (*).
Gathering #286

“Once in Royal David’s City”

Welcome and Announcements

*Hymn #281
Children’s Time
Anthem

vs. 1-3
Mary Menzies

Opening Prayer
Prelude

“Sicilienne”

“What Child Is This?”

Fauré

Lighting the Advent Candle
Bob and Judy Oleary
One: Last week, by the light of a single candle, we remembered
that Christ is our Hope in an uncertain world.
All: And the candle of Hope still shines in the darkness, and
darkness has never overcome it.
One: Today, we join with Christians all over the world
to light a candle for the Prince of Peace.
In a time of great conflict, uncertainty and fear,
we long for the Peace that is beyond our understanding.
All: We long for the Peace, God’s Shalom, that will come
when the people of earth share the blessings of earth
as sisters and brothers together.
One: (light the candle)
In the name of the Christ Child who comes to fulfill
God’s promise of genuine Peace, on the earth,
All: In the name of the Holy Child, the tiny Babe,
the Prince of Peace, we lift our grateful voices in song.

“Awaken and Prepare Us”

Hayes/Frombach

Moments of Concern and Celebration (please fill out a blue card)
Pastoral Prayer
Savior’s Prayer (“trespasses”)
We Worship God with Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
“Patapan”
*Doxology (#815)
Offertory Prayer
Scripture

Burgundy Carol

Isaiah 40:1-5, 11; Mark 1:1-8

*Hymn #240
Sermon

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
“comfort”

Hymn #273

“Good Christian Men, Rejoice”

Benediction
Response

#286

“Once in Royal David’s City”

vs. 4

Special thanks to Jo Beth Dudley and Tim Gould
for sharing their musical talents
with us this morning.
Lectionary Readings for Next Sunday: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm
126; Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28.

Notices for the week of December 10, 2017 – December 16, 2017

Poinsettia orders are due today!

***********************************************************************************

(See prior page for details)

Message from the Deacons
Every December our Church assembles and delivers Christmas baskets filled with cookies,
fruit, and other goodies to shut-ins, folks in nursing homes, and others we want to touch with
our love. This task had traditionally been performed by the Deacons. However, we are now
down to a very small number of Deacons and could use some help with this again. For the
past few years, several people have assisted by making extra Christmas cookies while they
do their holiday baking. That was wonderful!!
This year we have a list of 20 potential gift basket recipients. We would like to be able to reach out
to all of them. With your help, we will be able to do so! We need the following:
Donations of:
Christmas cookies .......................................... 12 each / 20 dozen total, assorted
Candy (individually wrapped).......................... 6 pieces each / 120 pieces total
Mini loaves of quick breads ............................ 1 each / 20 loaves total
Popcorn balls or similar goodies ..................... 1 each / 20 goodies total
Fruit (apples and oranges) .............................. 1 of each, (2 if small, like clementines) / 20 or 40 total
Money to buy baskets, wrappings, etc. .......... as your heart dictates

TODAY… 9:00 am .... Adult Bible Class – Classroom
10:00 am .... Worship Service & Sunday School
11:15 am .... Coffee Fellowship – Ladies Parlor
Mon…….. Pastor’s Sabbath
Tues……. 5:00 pm .... Dinner Bell – All Saints’ Church
6:00 pm .... AlAnon – Ladies Parlor
Wed…..... Noon
.... Ladies Society – Bailiwick’s Restaurant
5:00 pm .... AA – Ladies Parlor
6:30 pm .... Choir Rehearsal – Ladies Parlor
7:00 pm .... Weds. Night AA – Fellowship Hall
Sat…....... 9:00 am .... Christmas Basket Assembly - FH
7:00 pm .... AA – Fellowship Hall
AA meetings: Monday – Friday 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

…....................................................................................

th

Help assembling the baskets (meet in the Church Hall Saturday, December 16 at 9:00 am)

Usher/Greeter: Estelle & Bob LaFleur

Help delivering the baskets immediately afterwards or in the next day or two. With enough helpers, you
will only need to deliver a couple of baskets. A brief visit with the recipient is also much appreciated.

Coffee Fellowship: Ed O’Brien & Elizabeth Edney
th

Please call or email Mary Menzies (444-2165; dmenzies@roadrunner.com) by Monday, December 11
with your specific commitment (number of cookies or whatever you will be donating or helping with).

Flowers: to the glory of God

Thank you in advance for helping with this project. It truly is a blessing to both the giver and
the recipient!

************************************************************************
SPECIAL OFFERING DECEMBER 24TH

The Camerata Goes Baroque!
A concert of Baroque Christmas music will be presented by the White Mountain Camerata. The
dates are Friday, December 15th at 7:30 pm at the All Saints Episcopal Church on High Street in
Littleton. Admission is $10.00. Free for all under the age of 18. The program will be repeated as a
matinee on Sunday, December 17th at 3:00 pm. Come out and usher in the Christmas Season with
music by Vivaldi, Praetorius, and de Vittoria. Help cheer on the newest classical choral group in
the North Country. For more information, contact music director, Victoria Cole at 728-7022.

Military

December Prayer Request Concerns & Celebrations
CONTINUING & NEW
Keeping those in need of our prayers: The President, World Leaders, the Youth of
our Community, the future of our World, and Rev. David and Wilma Weddington as
they participate and lead us into the future.

The names of people in the military are on the name board by office.
To add a name to our prayer list, please fill out a blue card located in the pew racks and place them in the
offering plate or hand them to a Deacon. The name will remain in the bulletin for approximately 4 weeks.
We understand that some situations are very serious and a longer period of time would be helpful. You
may call the office with any names that need to be added or to update the status.
If you or someone you care about would like a visit or call, please contact Pastor David at 603-9910535 or Pam Nute at 603-444-3376. If you have an emergency during the week and Pastor David is
away, please call the church office at 444-3376 and Pam Nute will contact someone for you.

Cancer
Barry Jacobson (David Weddington)
Joni Prell (Linda Warden)
Judy Dean (Alice Muh)
Peter Campbell (Glenda Iles)
Cynthia Farquharson (Linda Warden)
Rebecca Martel (Glenda Iles)
Joyce Watrous (Glenad Iles)
Harry Hatch (Ross Fairweather)

Curtis Sears (Emily LaFlam)
Travis Gay (Judy Warden)
Joyce Willoughby (Glenda Iles)
Mark Morgan (Lars Nielson)
Betsy Harman (Judy Warden)
Doreen Degenerica (June Davis)
Mary Ellen Gilbert (Tina Peabody)

Loss/Grieving
Family of Mary Hodgdon (Her Father) (Elaine Stroop)
Family of Dan Nute (Emily LaFlam)
Family of Don Bliss (Judy Oleary)

**Names listed without original contact person will be removed from the list if we are not notified. In order to
keep this list up-to-date, it is important that we be notified when someone should come off the list. Thank you.

**********************************************************
Poinsettia Order Form
Poinsettia orders are now being taken. The cost is $15.00. All orders must be given to
Glenda Iles (444-5336 or cell 398-7353) by TODAY!
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO “CHERRY BLOSSOMS”.
The poinsettias will be used at the service on December 17th and 24th.

QUANTITY

COST EACH

________

$15.00

TOTAL
$________

Your name: ________________________________
In Memory/honor of (circle one):

Illness/Recovery
Jim Raylman (Linda Warden)
Madison Ferland (Karen Byron)
Johnny Suglia (Amy Sharpe)

Bill Hardy, Sr. (Tina Peabody)
Betsy Bergen (Alice Muh)
Jean Kimball (David Weddington)

All dedications must be given to Glenda in writing. Thank you very much.

If you would like to dedicate a wreath (3 total for the doors)
please call Glenda!

