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Walking. Wilma and I go out walking at least once a day. Exercise is good. And
sunshine. Yesterday, we walked in the pouring rain, under two big umbrellas—down from our
house to Remich Park and around the big loop. I don’t think we saw anyone in the park.
Wilma saw a couple of her students out walking together. Meanwhile, walking by the High
School, I noticed only one of us could be on the sidewalk at a time. It turns out walking
together with two big umbrellas creates its own kind of distancing.
“Social distancing”—I wonder if that language doesn’t predispose us to feel deprived,
anxious, for some maybe even scared of one another. Someone coined the term “social
spaciousness.” I like it. Instead of tensing up and withdrawing into distancing, we could think
of what we’re doing as opening up more space. We could relax. There’s plenty of room for all
of us here, no need to crowd. It’s a way of tapping into the warm experience of abundance. We
freely share the plentiful gift of physical space, as we practice the healthy behavior we’ve been
given—not by pulling away from one another in fear, but by lovingly offering one another the
space we need to be safe.
Worship continues. There are two recordings of Weekly Worship on the web-site, under
“Listen to a Sermon.” I’ve appreciated the shares from people who were there; I’m glad you
were fed by the experience. We’ll have another audio recording soon for this coming Sunday.
We’re experimenting with Zoom—a video conferencing tool. It allows a group of people
to see each other and talk with each other on their computer. I have to say, I was skeptical. I
didn’t think it would feel very intimate, but I was wrong. I was talking about it with someone
this morning and we agreed, we were very surprised at how warm and present we felt when
we met as a group on Zoom. So, we’re experimenting. Pam and I are going to be trying some
things that might help us feel more present to one another. If you have ideas, let me know.
So, this coming Sunday is Palm Sunday—the celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem—on a donkey, announcing that Messiah, the King, is coming to his people in
peace. They waved palms and laid down their cloaks in his path. And they shouted,
“Hosanna! Come help us, dear God”
Before it’s over, of course, we’ll be sharing Maundy Thursday on line, and pastors from
four local churches will share a video of our thoughts on Good Friday. Check your email for
more information about these things.
Easter will come, as it must, even in these awkward and anxious times. Even in the
valley of the shadow, God’s great love will not lie down. The Son of God will rise from the
dead, first fruits of a great Resurrection in which all the Children of God will rise from the
dead and death will frighten God’s people no more.
Here and now, precisely in this time and place, the Light that burst forth from the
empty tomb of Jesus is anxious to burst forth from deep in our hearts. I hope you will join us
as we reach out in new ways to share Jesus’ triumph, his suffering, his death, his silence, his
Resurrection Life—until we rise with him, joyful and free, until we are filled with the gift of his
Spirit, and go forth to share his great love with the world. Sing Hosanna! Come help us, dear
God!
blessings,

david
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April 2020
Pastor’s Office Hours: Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
The front door is not open to the public; please contact Pam if you
need access into the building.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

KEY:

Thursday
2

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

Friday
3

Saturday
4

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Services can be found online:

http://www.1stconglittleton.org/
listentoasermon.html

5

Palm Sunday

6
11:30 AM-AA – FH

7
11:30 AM-AA - FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

8

9 MAUNDY
THURSDAY

10 GOOD
FRIDAY

11

11:30 AM-AA - FH
11:30 AM-AA – FH
11:30 AM-AA – FH

3:00 PM – Church
Chat – Zoom
conference
6:30 PM – Church Chat
– Zoom conference
5:30 PM – SLLC
Board – ZOOM
conference

12

EASTER

MISSION SUNDAY

13
11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

14
11:30 AM-AA - FH

15
11:30 AM-AA - FH

Maundy Thursday
service

16
11:30 AM-AA – FH

Ecumenical Good
Friday Service

7:00 PM-AA-LP

17

18

11:30 AM-AA – FH

6:15 PM – COG
7:00 PM-AA-FH

19 Second Sunday
of Easter

20
11:30 AM-AA – FH

21
11:30 AM-AA - FH

22
11:30 AM-AA - FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

23
11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:30 PM – Council –
ZOOM Conference
7:00 PM-Eastern Star
– FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
EARTH DAY

26 Third Sunday of 27

Easter

11:30 AM-AA – FH

28
11:30 AM-AA – FH

29
11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH

30
11:30 AM-AA – FH

24

25

11:30 AM-AA – FH

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
The Roof Fund total
(as of 3/31/20)

$25,110.70

See more Game Night pictures on
page 8!

Financial Report
February 29, 2020

YTD

Member support:

$29,791

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 3,640

Other Income:

$ 3.550

Total Income:

$ 36,981

Total Expenses:

$ 37,235

Net:

$ -254

Thank you for your ongoing commitment!

FROM

The Littleton
Chamber of Commerce
Community Resources Newsletter

Support the Little Free Pantry
The Little Free Pantry, located in front of the First
Congregational Church on Main Street in Littleton is a
completely community supported, self-service food pantry.
If donations from the community are not coming in, the pantry
will remain empty.
Help members of the community make this time a little bit
easier by supplying the Little Free Pantry with non-perishable
food items. (Especially proteins.)
Due to the self-serve nature and ease of donations by the
public, we will be highlighting the Little Free Pantry through
April 13th.
If you're able to donate, stop by only when you are doing
essential errands. #stayhomesavelives
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217th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church
A BRIEF RECAP

Ken Kinder of Stifel Nicolaus presented the financial report of the Trust Funds and thanked everyone for letting him
work with the committee in 2019. After monthly withdrawals, the portfolio increased by 20.2% ($41,271) in 2019.
The investment return of the portfolio is driven by the allocation fund in two major categories: 75% in stocks
(diversified) and 25% in bonds (between short and intermediate term maturities) for overall moderate growth.
Companies that contributed most to the returns last year include: Microsoft, Disney, Home Depot, Visa, JP Morgan,
Eaton Corp (a large US industrial company) and Qualcomm (the maker of Apple’s iPhone micro-processor chips).
The major detractor was Boeing. Some people feel that the market may be too high and poised for decline, and by
some measures the market is expensive (stock is trading higher than it’s worth by historical standards), but things such
as low interest rates and inflation, and high unemployment levels in the US are favorable for increased corporate
profits – the greatest supporter of higher stock prices. In the last two years returns averaged 7% which is less than the
8.34% (long term) average of this portfolio, so Ken felt the recent run-up in stocks was not dangerous or in a “bubble”.
The portfolio is balanced in a way that it can weather the storms and volatility of events such as the presidential
election, Coronavirus concerns, and international relations (Iran). Ken recommends that it continue to be managed
with a strategy that is highly risk diversified and containing high quality investments.
Phil Krill made a motion to accept the 2020 Budget as presented (pages 31-33 of the 2019 Annual Report). The
proposed draw for 2020 is at the recommended 6% which is based on the current value of the trust. Dottie Bailey
seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Linda Warden asked everyone to reference the proposed Mission Budget for 2020 (page 34 of the 2019 Annual
Report). It is how the Mission committee would like to allocate the money collected on Mission Sundays, but it is
also the congregation’s opportunity to see how they would like Missions to allocate the funds and if there was any
shortfall, should it come out of the capital campaign missions fund from the trust. This was a presentation to give
the congregation a choice, not to tell the congregation what to do. There was a brief discussion of what the capital
campaign missions was originally intended for. It was understood that it would go towards a major (medical)
international mission. It has been over ten years and there has been no project identified. It was suggested that a
discussion on what to do with this fund needs to be had. Cynthia Nielson made a motion to use only the funds
collected on Mission Sundays and to use proportions to allocate to the suggested organizations by the Missions
Committee and to not draw from the trust; and if there is an overage, to allocate that also. Ed O’Brien seconded the
motion and all were in favor. Linda Warden also asked to consider putting Missions back in the budget next year as
an expense and include an income line for Missions (to be funded by Mission Sundays seven times throughout the
year). Linda proposed that this way of accounting could create a better paper trail.
Judy Oleary made a motion to approve the 2020 slate of officers as presented on page 24 of the 2019 annual report
with an addition of Bob LaFleur as Vice Moderator. Dudley Bailey seconded, and all were in favor. Lars Nielson
thanked everyone for their support for the past three years as Moderator.
Mary Menzies made a motion to approve the 2019 Annual Report as presented. Dan Kiefer seconded, there was no
discussion and all were in favor.
Tim Gould asked if anyone was willing to chair the Harvest Supper and Auction (separate chairs) in the fall. No one
volunteered. Tim also asked the congregation to think about non-traditional ways to raise money for the church.
There was no other business of the church.
David ended the meeting with a prayer followed by Tina Peabody making a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:30
pm. Lars Nielson seconded it, there was no discussion and all were in favor.
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Sunday School Happenings:

This year in Sunday School we have focused a lot of energy into helping, in regular times. We have made hats
for the pantry. We have assembled stockings for the pantry. We have put lots of food and necessities into the
pantry. We have discussed the things that happen in life that might make a person go from being able to
provide for their family to struggling, nothing to this magnitude.
I have always liked this quote from Mr. Rogers in troubling times. I can tell you over the last week I have seen
examples of amazing “helpers” everywhere. First and foremost: doctors, nurses, and other medical staff; we
cannot say enough wonderful things about this group right now. Truck drivers and store owners are working
hard to restock the shelves. No teacher wants to teach the way they have been forced to, yet they banded
together and provided lots of materials for our children to keep them moving forward. Local Cub Scout leaders
have put together challenges for the kids to do outside to keep them from becoming couch potatoes.
Facebook is full of experts in different fields offering lessons online for children. There are museum tours;
illustrators offering drawing lessons; meteorologists, zoologists, and chemists offering science lessons; you
can listen to stories read by actors, astronauts, and sharks; the list goes on…
There are great opportunities right now for many of us to become “helpers” too.


Do you sew? – medical masks are on short supply and hospitals are asking for healthy folks to make
masks with fabric you may already have at home. Patterns are available online.



Knit or Crochet? – We will be stuffing stockings again this year, hopefully a great deal more as they went
pretty quickly last year. We could use small stuffed animals. Patterns are available online for those too or
feel free to use your own creativity!!



Want to help the pantry? – Tough times just got tougher for many in our community. Drop things off like
normal or send a check to the church, made out to the church with “food pantry” in the memo line.



Help us spend money – The children have a mission fund with a little over $300. We would love it if
members of our church community could share ideas for how we might be able to do the most good with
this money!

We had planned to help Shining Lights with our Palm Sunday Cake Walk. We will still do that but at a time to
be announced later. Keep an ear out when we feel it is safe to get back to church!!
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE

RAISE THE ROOF CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Great progress is being made on raising money to repair the church roofs. The goal was to raise
$60K over a period of five years. The hope was that each congregant would be able to contribute
$10 a month. We are pleased that in a year and a half, the “Raise the Roof Fund” has already
passed $25K. Please keep up the good work.
Right now we are looking at splitting the project in two parts, one for the roof over the sanctuary
and one for the roof over the chapel. This will allow us to begin some repairs sooner than the five
years of the capital campaign, and to address currently active leaks.
We also plan to apply for a grant from the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program
(LCHIP). LCHIP is an independent state authority that makes matching grants to NH communities
and non-profits to conserve and preserve New Hampshire's most important natural, cultural, and
historic resources. We are optimistic about our chances, but will have to be patient with the yearlong approval process.
MORE EYES ON THE ISSUES
We have created a new form that allows congregants to register concerns about the facilities. This
will help the Property Committee to identify and remediate issues. The forms are available at
various locations, including at the back of the sanctuary and the Ladies Parlor. This will be a direct
way to contact the committee. If and when you notice something of concern, and no Property
Committee member is nearby, please fill out a form and place it in the Property Committee’s box
in the central office area on the ground floor, next to the office.
CLEAN-UP DAY 30 MAY
The annual clean-up day is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, May 30th. We will be working up a
list of chores in the meantime. Let us know if you have any ideas.

Celebrating Birthdays in April
2nd
9th
13th
14th
17th

Meaghan Clark
Bob Oleary
Curran Smith
Carol-Ann Blake
Su Schott

18th
30th

Ross Fairweather
Christine Sundman

Happy Birthday!
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Through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering, we are planting seeds of new life.
Together, we are investing in communities worldwide: providing education to girls and boys, empowering
communities through vocational training, supporting microcredit lending and seeing people through to selfsufficiency, empowering families with skills to support themselves and their neighbors, and participating in
sustainable solutions that offer dignity to all.
These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in addition to disaster relief and refugee
initiatives.

Thank you for your generosity ~ $417.00 was collected for this special offering in March!

CURRENTLY, TAKE-OUT IS AVAILABLE TO ALL EVERY TUESDAY
All Saints' Church ~ 35 School Street in Littleton
Our last host date for this season will be May 5th. More information coming soon.
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March 14th

Games, eating AND chit-chat!
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Thank you everyone!
$1,126 was raised!
Thank you to Judy Oleary for
spearheading this fundraising effort
Please consider leading a church
fundraising effort of your own in the
future!
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Membership Update Report

The deacons are responsible for regularly updating the church membership rolls. In 2019 we discovered that we
had been over-reporting our membership for several years and Council encouraged a concerted effort to get an
accurate membership count. Furthermore, it was felt that it was important to recognize that we are now a small
church (but very active) and to reemphasize the responsibilities of church membership.
Below is a list of names of people who did not respond to the letter at the end of October 2019. This is a final
notice (per instruction of the church by-laws): please contact Mary Menzies direct line at work: (603) 2590195 or email her at dmenzies@roadrunner.com if you wish to remain on the membership roll. You can also
express any concerns to Pastor David Weddington at the church office: (603) 444-3376. Thank you.
Glenn & Deborah Bochert
Peggy Bromley
Boyd & Sharon Bush
Kellie Clark
Allyn Clarke
Cindy Davis
Amy Delventhal
Tonya Eastman
Rick & B.G. Frazier
Christopher & Mary Jo Greene
Nancy Griffith

John & Kasey Grisham
Ruby Hagan
Whitney Henault
Tonya Hening
April Hibberd
Sarah Hunt
Nick Iles
Emily Kelley
Steven & Meg Kiel
Joseph Kratman
Geoff & Heather Krill

“CHURCH CHAT”
Starring Pastor David Weddington and YOU!

Kurt & Karen Lucas
Chuck McClure
Darcie Miller
Joy Moore
Wayne & Lisa Morello
Karen Morneau
Louise Nichols
Gail Perkins
Roger & Deborah Petit
David & Sue Pilotte
Rick & Charron Sundman

Let’s Stay Connected!
Pam Nute will be inviting you via email to a
video conference using Zoom soon!
It will look something like:
Topic: Church Chat 1
Time: April 6, 2020 3:300 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
(A link will be included)
Meeting ID: (tbd)
Password: (tbd)
And a phone number will also be included if
you want to only call in by phone.

You can use Zoom on any device: smartphone, tablet,
laptop, desktop, Kindle and if you don't want to use video
you can always use the dial in number!
https://zoom.us/

Just click on the link provided in the
email invite and it will prompt you as to
what to do. You can do it on your
computer, tablet or phone. If you don’t
have a microphone on your computer, just
call in on the phone and it will tell you
what to do to be connected.
Once connected, you will be able to see (if using
video) and hear everyone on the call! Use
“Gallery View” to see everyone at the same time.
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Homeschooling with the Smith and Kam boys!
Brayden working on drawing his Word Wall
Words into shaving cream

STAYING CONNECTED
Send Pam a picture of how
you are spending your days
social distancing!

The Smith boys playing in the snow during recess

Looking delicious Christian and Jonathan!
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Officers
Moderator: Tim Gould
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