
  
 
 
                                                                                      

 
 
         
        
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                
 
  
  
       
 
 
     
    
  

                                                                                                                                                                           
        

 I decided it was time to build a fire. First one this year. Winter came early and it 
looks like it means to stay. It’s getting dark early and staying dark late. It isn’t a bad 
thing this year. Don’t know why. Maybe I’m just rolling with the way things are. But so 
far, I haven’t had a fire. It’s been OK.  
 In our worship we’ve shared some powerful stories about the way God is 
working in the world, working to bring about a new kind of Kingdom, one where Jesus 
reigns, where the world agrees at last that there really is only one way to be truly free, 
and that’s to become a servant of Christ. It’s counter-intuitive. I like that word.  
 Anyway, it’s been OK without a fire so far. I haven’t been moping or anything. I 
did a play. That was fun for a while. And then it was really busy for a while. But now, I 
find myself wanting a fire.  
 Mary Menzies and I sat down and planned worship for our whole Advent 
season. We’re going to be visiting stories that warm my heart—the story of the angel 
who came to tell Mary she was going to be the mother of the Promised One; and the 
story of Joseph, who wasn’t so sure at first, but he came around with the angel’s help; 
and the story of Mary and Elizabeth, miracle women who nurtured in their bodies the 
hopeful future of a nation; how they praised God, how their souls were opened wider 
and wider to make room for God’s great love. 
 You see what I mean. I’ve been swimming in the warm, clear water of these 
stories all week long, and tonight, as I’m sitting here writing, the stove looks cold and 
unhappy; it’s asking for a fire; it’s asking for a chance to glow with the beauty of these 
stories, the way my heart is glowing. I’m going to do it. I’m going to build a fire, right 
now. 
 Ah yes, much better. The kindling is going now; I just heard the first pop, the 
second. The cats are getting curious; they remember . . . kind of . . . something about 
this box . . . with the dancing light in it . . . and a warm spot behind . . . That’s the way I 
am with these stories of Advent. Dimly, deep down in my young self, I seem to 
remember, once upon a time, curling up in the warmth of these stories, Mary and 
Joseph, Elizabeth, a song, a stable. You remember, too, I’ll bet. You remember the little 
girl, the little boy, who listened with wonder to grown-up voices reading, retelling these 
stories. 
 Come. Come and join us for the next four weeks, as we share the warmth, the 
dancing light, the awe, the fear, the joy, the stories of angels and shepherds, a 
carpenter and the young woman God chose as the first earthly home for Jesus, who 
was coming to save us. 
 I put some logs on the fire. The kindling was ready. The bright orange flame has 
begun to cross over into blue. I’m ready for Advent now. I’m ready to settle down and 
enjoy the miraculous stories of angels and simple people who were willing to do great 
things by the hand of God moving in their lives.  
 Come and join us. The fire is burning; the messenger angels are waiting in the 
wings; the book has been opened; the story is there to be told. Come and join us and 
let the warmth, the light of God’s great love fill your trembling heart again. 
 
      

blessings,  

david  
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Upcoming 

Events  
 

December 1 – North Country 

Chorus Concert 
 

December 2 – Tree 

Decorating 
 

December 4  – Eastern Star 
 

December 6 – Property 

Committee 
 

December 7 – Shining Lights 

Winter Pageant  
 

December 8– Men’s Breakfast 
 

December 9  – CE Pageant 
 

December 12 – Ladies 

Society Meeting 
 

December 13  – Council Mtng. 
 

December 18  – Eastern Star 
 

December 20  – COG 
 

December 22  – Christmas 

Basket Assembly 
 

December 24  – Christmas Eve 

Service 
 

December  24 & 25 – Office 
Closed 
 

December 31  – Office Closed 
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First Congregational Church 
December 2018 

Office Hours:   Monday ï Thursday 9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 
Pastorôs Office Hours:  Wednesday ï Thursday 10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 
Music Directorôs Hours:  Wednesday 5 p.m. ï 8 p.m.  and  Sunday 9:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 
 

 KEY: 
 

 FH ð Fellowship Hall  
 

 LP ð Ladies Parlor  
 

 CR - Classroom 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 1 
 
   
  7:30 PM - North 
Country Chorus 
Concert ï Sanctuary 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

2 
 

 9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service, 
Communion & Sunday 
School 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship & Tree 
Decorating - FH 
 

First Sunday of Advent 

3 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastors' Sabbath 

4 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 

Office closed 
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
 
  7:00 PM ï Eastern 
Star - FH 

5 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
   
 

  6:30 PM- Choir Practice 
 
 
 

  7:30 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 

6 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
  5:00 PM ï Property-
FH 
 
   
 

7 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
5:30 PM - Shining 
Lights Winter Pageant-
Sanctuary & FH 
 
 

8 
 
  8:00 AM ï Menôs 
Breakfast ï Krill 
Residence 
 
 
  10:00 AM ï CE 
Christmas pageant 
Rehearsal 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

9 
 

 9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service  
& CE Christmas Pageant 
 

Deaconôs Collection 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

10 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastors' Sabbath 
 

11 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 

12 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
   
  1:30 PM ï Ladies 
Society - LP 

   
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:30 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 

13 
 
11:30 AM-AA ï FH 
 
 
 
 
  6:30 PM ï Council - 
CR 
 

14 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7:00 PM-AA - FH 

16  Dedication Sunday 
 

9:00 AM ï Adult Bible 
Class ï CR 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

17 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors' Sabbath 

18 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
  6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP 
 
  7:00 PM-Eastern Star 
- FH 

19 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 
 
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 
  7:30 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 

20 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
  7:15 PM ï COG - CR 

 

21 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
    
 
  9:00 AM ï Christmas 
Basket Assembly - FH 
 
 
   
 
 
   7:00 PM-AA - FH 

23 
 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 
Christmas Fund Special Collection 

 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

24 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 

Office closed 
 
SLLC Holiday  
 
7:00 PM ï Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 
 
AA all day Alcothon-FH 
 

Office closed 
 
SLLC Holiday 
 

26 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
   
  6:30 PM- Choir 
Practice-LP 
 

  7:30 PM ï Weds. PM 
AA-FH 
 
 

Pastorôs Vacation 

27 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastorôs Vacation 

28 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 

 
 

 

 
Pastorôs Vacation 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   7:00 PM-AA ï FH 
 

 
Pastorôs Vacation 

30  First Sunday after Christmas 

 

10:00 AM-Worship Service 
 

11:15 AM ï Coffee 
Fellowship ï LP 
 

Food Pantry Collection  
 

Pastorôs Vacation 
 

31 
 
11:30 AM-AA - FH  

 

Office closed 
 
 
Pastorôs Vacation 

     

 



 

 

 

October 31, 2018 YTD 

Member support: $ 127,025 

Scheduled w/d from 
trust funds 

$    23,360 

Other Income: $    8,617 

Fall Fundraisers $3,663 

Total Income: $  162,665 

Total Expenses: $160,157 

Net: $    2,508 

Financial Report  

 
*****************************  

Wireless Guest Account 
 

SSID:  FCC Guests 
Password:  fcc189main 

Enjoy! 

 

Your Generosity  
 

$ÅÁÃÏÎȭÓ &ÕÎÄ 
 

October $142  
 

Food Pantry 
 

October $220.50  

 

-ÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ  
 

8:00 am 
 

December 8th  at the  
Krill  residence 

 
 

 

 
If you would like to dedicate a wreath to a loved one (3 total 

available for the office and Ladies Parlor doors)  
please call Glenda Iles 

444-5336 or cell 398-7353  
They are $15 each 

 
The sanctuary door wreaths have been purchased by Elaine Stroop in 
memory of her parents and for all of the people who touch our lives, 

especially Erma, Anna, Dottie and many more.  
 

Also:  see Poinsettia order information on page 7!  
 

 

Food Collection Sunday  
December 30 th , 201 8 

 

The Food Cupboard is in need 
of the following items: 

 

Soups, stews, coffee, baked 
beans, canned meat (turkey, 
chicken, ham, corned beef, 

Spam). Small bottles of 
condiments and salad 

dressing.  Tissues. 
 

Thank you  
 

  

 
 

Dennis Sharpe welcomes new member, Jason Winn on 11/25  
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Winter Pageant  
 

Friday, December 7th    5:30 PM  
 

Please join us in the Sanctuary  as we celebrate 

Jesusõs birth with songs and stories.   

 
There will be a reception following in the Fellowship Hall! 

Calling Dr. Karson! 
 

The future doctor is in!  
 

Elizabeth & Mary  

help Dudley, Ed & Reg 
Ring the Bell on  

November 11th 



 
             

CE Happenings  
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
Once again this year, CE invites you to be a part of our Tree!  We are all individuals who come 
together as a church family and it is truly wonderful when our tree represents that.  Bring an item 
that represents something you or something you like to do, or bring a photo of yourself, your 
family, a group at this church, a place you love, etc.  We will also be taking pictures of anyone who 
wishes to be part of the tree after church.  We will be hosting our traditional crafts including Paper 
Chains and Popcorn/Cranberry Garlands! 
 
It is always great to get to know your church family better!  As you bring things to hang on the tree, 
ask others why they brought what they brought.  There have been some great stories shared over 
the past few years and we cannot wait to see what this year brings!  Can’t make it to decorate the 
tree?? Feel free to decorate a photo of your family, bring it in, and hang it on the tree! 

 

Christmas Pageant featuring the Children of our Church!!  

 

Our Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held on December 9th during our 

church service.  We will be having a rehearsal on December 8h at 10:00.  If you 

know any children who would like to join us we would love to have them! 

!  Please encourage them to come along!  This year our pageant will have 

audience participation, so we encourage everyone to join in the fun!! 
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Be a part of our Tree!  
4th  Annual ð Family Style 

Decorations  
 

Ladies Society 
 

We will be meeting at the church at 
1:30pm (or come earlier to socialize!) 

Wednesday, December 12th.  Please bring 
a dozen cookies and a gift of $5 to $10. 

 

All ladies at church are welcome to come! 
If you are not yet a member, please come 
and decide if you would like to join. We 

would love to have new members.  
 

We will be reviewing who our officers will 
be for the upcoming year at this 

gathering. 
 

We will not meet again until April as the 
weather just gets too bad for our 

wonderful, gracefully aging Ladies! 

Property Committee 
 

Led by Bob LaFleur, one DIY project was accomplished in 
November. A broken window pane in the belfry was replaced 
and sealed in place. The replacement Plexiglas was provided 
gratis by Portland Glass. 
 

We installed two donated NEST remotely programmable 
thermostats, one in SLLC and one in the Sanctuary. 
Over the next few weeks we will be experimenting with the 
NEST system in an effort to find the ‘sweet spot’ for comfort 
during services, and other events, as well as protect the organ 
with proper overnight heat build-up. 
  

Don’t forget!  Church members are eligible for individual reduced 
rates from Irving Oil. This includes savings on heating oil, propane, 
and equipment as at the pumps at Irving Oil gas stations. For 
information on this opportunity, call 1-888-310-1924 and mention 
code 9548. 



 
 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE: Hopefully you have received your letter in the mail.  Your 

assistance in submitting your pledge form as soon as time and circumstances 

reasonably permit will be sincerely a ppreciated and very helpful to the church council 

in financial planning.  Any questions about the pledge process may be directed to  

Bob Muh, Stewardship Coordinator:   444-5228; muhfamily@roadrunner.com  .  

 Thank you!  
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REMINDER 
 

Our next host date for Dinner Bell  is 
 

January 15th  
 

A sign up poster will be up in January 
 

Thank you to everyone who cooked, donated 
or helped serve/clean up in 2018! 

 

Bob Oleary prepares for the Thanksgiving  

Dinner Bell meal on 11/20/2018 

mailto:muhfamily@roadrunner.com
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Poinsettia Order Form  
 

Poinsettia orders are now being taken.  The cost is $15.00.   All orders must be given to Glenda Iles 

 (444-5336 or cell 398-7353) by December 9th. 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO “CHERRY BLOSSOMS”. 

The poinsettias will be used at the service on December 16th and 24th. 

 

QUANTITY   COST EACH     TOTAL 
 

  ________             $15.00          $________ 

 
Your name:  ________________________________ 

 

                     In Memory/honor  of (circle one):  

 

               

 

               

All dedications must be given  to Glenda in writing.  Thank you very much.  

 

Message from the Deacons 
 

Every December our Church assembles and delivers Christmas baskets filled with cookies, fruit, and other goodies to shut-
ins, folks in nursing homes, and others we want to touch with our love. This task has traditionally been performed by the 
Deacons. However, we are now down to a very small number of Deacons and could use some help with this again. Last 
year several people assisted by making extra Christmas cookies while they were doing their holiday baking. That was 
wonderful!! 
 

This year we have a list of 12 potential gift basket recipients. We would like to be able to reach out to all of them. With your 
help, we will be able to do so! We need the following: 
 

Donations of:  
 Christmas cookies ............................................ 12 each / 12 dozen total, assorted 
 Candy (individually wrapped)............................ 6 pieces each / 72 pieces total 
 Mini quick breads or panettone ........................ 1 each / 12 loaves total 
 Popcorn balls or similar goodies ....................... 1 each / 12 goodies total 
 Fruit (apples and oranges) ................................ 1 of each / 12 apples & 12 oranges 
 Cheeseééééé ........................................... will purchase with donations 
 Money to buy food, baskets, wrappings, etc. ... as your heart dictates 
 

Help assembling the baskets (meet in the Church Hall Saturday, December 22
nd

 at 9:00 am). 

 

Help delivering the baskets immediately afterwards or in the next day or two. With enough helpers, you will only need 

to deliver a couple of baskets. A brief visit with the recipient is also much appreciated. 
 

Please call or email Mary Menzies (444-2165; dmenzies@roadrunner.com) by Monday, December 17
th

 with your 
specific commitment (number of cookies or whatever you will be donating or helping with).  
 

Thank you in advance for helping with this project. It truly is a blessing to both the giver and the recipient! 
 

The Board of Deacons:  Mary Menzies, Doug Menzies,  Ross and Brenda Fairweather, and Lars Nielson 

mailto:dmenzies@roadrunner.com


 

            
 
 
 

Special Mission Offering  

December 23 , 201 8  

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of 

new life through the birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are 

called to share widely, through our witness and gifts, both 

to loved ones and to distant neighbors. 

You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that 

cares for the active and retired clergy and lay employees 

of the United Church of Christ through your participation 

in this year's Christmas Fund Offering. 
 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist 

pastors, but also provide for the Supplementation of 

Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, 

Emergency Grants, and Christmas ñThank Youò Gift 

Checks next December to lower-income retirees. 
 

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing 

number of retirees whose low-income annuities make it 

difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your 

opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by 

enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
 

Please know that it is truly appreciated and that it will 

brighten the life of one of Godôs servants who is facing a 

moment of personal need. 

 

 

There Must Be Something More to This 

 Kiara didn't grow up in a religious home, but her sense of the transcendent was awakened by the ancient 
cathedrals she visited studying abroad in Italy.   Standing there Kiara thought, "There must be something more to 
this." When Kiara got back to the United States, she connected with a UNH friend who invited her to InterVarsity's 
weekly meeting.  Full of questions, she found a community of students who were willing to look for answers with 
her.  Kiara signed up to be in one of our RAFT groups with Eden, one of our student leaders.  Over the summer 
Eden brought her to a church where she was introduced to God who hears and heals.  
 

 As the fall semester kicked off at UNH, we were training our students to share the good news of Jesus 
through questions and art.   At the end of the tr aining, I asked, "Where do you see yourself in relationship to 
Jesus?" We wrapped up before Kiara had a chance to answer and so Eden followed up with her.  "I want to be in a 
place where Jesus heals me so that I can be sent out to help others." Eden shared with me that Kiara was ready to 
trust in Jesus and wanted to be baptized in the ocean.   I can't tell you the moment she believed, but a few weeks 
later we were standing on the beach with Kiara's family, and she was sharing that she wanted to follow Jesus,  to be 
healed by the Father and to be sent out by the Holy Spirit to bring healing to them.   
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

 

Decem ber   

Happy Bi r t hday !        Anniversar ies  
 

2nd  Henrietta Aldrich    30th   Ken & Henrietta Aldrich  

8th  Mary Menzies      

10th Ed Warden      

11th Tom Smith       

16th  Brian Muh 

17th Jim Baker 

19th  Stuart Lord 

19th  Cindy Sparks 

20th Gail Perkins 

23rd  Bill Hyatt 

30th Karen Morneau 
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I apologize in advance for any 

errors or omissions. 
 

The Deadline for 
submissions for the 2019 

Winter issue is Wednesday, 
January 3rd  

 

~ Pam Nute, editor  

North Country Chorus ~ 7 1st Annual Christmas Concert  
 
 

Featuring Laud to the Nativity by Ottorino Respighi  

and Lux Aeterna by Morten Lauridsen.  
 

7:30 pm on Saturday 1 December at First Congregational Church, Littleton  

3 pm on Sunday 2 December at Peacham Congregational Church 
 

Soloists will include tenor Phil Brown and sopranos Katharine DeBoer and Jennifer 

Zabelsky, in her NCC debut. Singers will be accompanied by organist Peter Beardsley, 

pianist Joseph Hansalik, and a woodwind ensemble. Musical Director Alan Rowe will 

lead the musicians. 
 

Tickets in advance through catamountix.org: $15 ($5 students)  

Admission at the door: $18 ($5 students)  
 

Details at  northcountrychorus.org  



 

                    
 
First Congregational Church, UCC 
189 Main Street 
Littleton, NH 03561 
Return Service Requested 
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Church Staff  

Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington 

Administrative Assistant:  Pam Nute 

Organist & Choir Director:  Dottie Morton 

 

Officers  

Moderator:  Lars Nielson 

Vice Moderator: Tim Gould 

Treasurer: Dudley Bailey 

Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill 

 

                 Committee Chairs  

Christian Education: Kim Smith 

Deacons:  Mary Menzies 

Finance: Joyce Krill 

Mission:  Linda Warden 

Music:  Tina Peabody 

Personnel Relations:  Tim Gould 

Property Management:   

Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey 

Shining Lights Learning Center  

Board Chair:  Suzanne Schott  

Director: Melissa Kam 

 

 

           www.1stconglittleton.org 


