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I built a fire this evening. I’m watching it out of the corner of my eye as I
write. It’s a season of warmth, of light, a season for drawing together around the fire,
or around the table, or around that person who needs a little extra comfort right
now. It’s just about three weeks now until the winter solstice, the shortest day of the
year. I remember back in Forks, where the shortest day is even shorter than it is
here, we used to have a service on the darkest night—a time for being quiet, being
still, reflecting, remembering the people we miss, acknowledging, here in the middle
of this season of light and laughter and joy, that we don’t always feel so very joyful.
Sometimes we feel sad. Sometimes we want to sit in the dark and let our hearts
break a little, let our tears flow, be still, be still and know that God is God, all the
time, for all of us, however we may feel. So back in Forks a few of us, those who
wanted to, would get together on the longest night of the year, December 21, and
we’d take a break from all the festive lights and songs, and we’d let ourselves
remember, reflect, return to center.
It was very healing, very helpful, our time of quiet contemplation in the night.
It helped me let go of my sadness, remember my loved ones gone, remember and reenter the celebration. It helped me rediscover Christmas in a new way, as a
celebration of light coming into the darkness—“The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light,” the prophet Isaiah says. “They that dwelt in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them light hath shone.” (Isaiah 9:2)
It’s really very cool, the way being truthful about how I feel can usher in
change. As long as I tried to “rise above” my sadness, it kept demanding my
attention. Once I started acknowledging my sadness, let myself feel the darkness, let
myself remember and miss the people I’ve lost, once I made a place in my life to
honor the darkness, I was able to welcome the light like never before. I was able to
sing, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” and feel the darkness making room for the light. I
could sing “What Child Is This?” and feel the tender miracle emerging in the night. I
could sing “Angels We Have Heard on High!” and lift up my voice in the ancient shout
of joy “Gloria in excelsis Deo!—Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace!”
It’s beginning. This Sunday, we start our journey to Bethlehem, a bright,
exuberant celebration of light, and life, and love. For the next month and more, we’ll
be singing Advent carols and Christmas carols, and laughing and shouting for sheer
amazing joy. We’ll be watching as our children tell us the story we learned ourselves
as children, some of us many years ago. We’ll be visiting one another and welcoming
children home or going to them. We’ll be sharing the joy of Christmas together, with
hearts full of laughter and jubilant praise. I look forward to sharing the loud times,
the quiet times, the sad times, the times when you’re just about to burst with the joy
that rises in your heart in this beautiful season of light coming into the darkness.
Come and celebrate the season that leads to the birth of Jesus, the all-embracing
Light of the world! “Arise! Shine! Your Light has come!” (Isaiah 60:1) “And the Light
still shines in the darkness; and the darkness has never overcome it.” (John 1:5)
blessings,

david
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Financial Report

Your Generosity

Men’s Breakfast

October 31, 2017

YTD

Deacon’s Fund

8:00 am

Member support:

$ 120,412

October $220

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 20,000

Food Pantry

December 10th at the
Muh residence

Other Income:

$ 11,878

Fall Fundraisers

$3,583

Total Income:

$ 155,873

Total Expenses:

$154,153

October $223

Food Collection Sunday
December 24th, 2017
The Food Cupboard is in need of the following items:

Net:

$ 1,720

*****************************

Wireless Guest Account
SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

If you would like to dedicate a
wreath (3 total for the doors)
please call Glenda Iles
(444-5336 or cell 398-7353) for
cost and information.
Also: see Poinsettia order
information on page 7!

Soups, stews, coffee, baked beans, canned meat (turkey,
chicken, ham, corned beef, Spam). Small bottles of
condiments and salad dressing. Jams and jellies. Tissues.

Thank you
A Thank You letter was received from the All Saints’ Food
Pantry Coordinator, Rebecca Hill-Larsen, recently. She thanks
everyone for their donations. They serve hungry people from
all over the North Country and even the Northeast Kingdom.
They fed 319 people in the month of September.

Please Join Us to Decorate the Church!
Saturday, December 2nd
Noon to whenever the church is decorated!
Meet in the Fellowship Hall for a potluck lunch ~ please
bring whatever you would like to share for lunch, but if you
don’t have time to cook, no worries. Come along!
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Winter Pageant
Friday, December 8th 5:30 PM
Please join us in the Sanctuary as we celebrate
Jesus’s birth with songs and stories.
There will be a reception following in the Fellowship Hall!

Look whose been practicing for
the Shining Lights Winter
Pageant!
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CE Happenings
Be a part of our Tree!
3 Annual – Family Style
Decorations
rd

Once again this year, CE invites you to be a Part of Our Tree! We are all individuals
who come together as a church family and it is truly wonderful when our tree
represents that. Bring an item that represents something you or something you like to
do, or bring a photo of yourself, your family, a group at this church, a place you love,
etc. We will also be taking pictures of anyone who wishes to be part of the tree at
the Hanging of the Greens on December 2nd and after church on December 3rd. We
will also be hosting our traditional crafts at the Hanging of the Greens including
Paper Chains and Popcorn/Cranberry Garlands!
It is always great to get to know your church family better! As you bring things to
hang on the tree, ask others why they brought what they brought. There have been
some great stories shared over the past two years and we cannot wait to see what
this year brings!

A Rock and Roll Christmas Pageant – Our

Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held on December
17th during our church service. We will be having a
rehearsal on December 16th at 10:00. If you know any
children who would like to join us we would love to have
them! Please encourage them to come along!!

Thank you to Reg LaFlam for setting up tables for the
Ladies Society Rummage Sale!
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The Community Outreach Group
…would like to encourage everyone to support other groups within our church on their holiday
missions. Join with us at Gathering of the Greens and help the deacons gather supplies, assemble, and
deliver Deacon Baskets! During the holiday season we will be delivering our "Pounding" gift card to the
family of Brian Muh so a great big thank you to all who contributed in sharing the love of this church with
them! As we head into 2018, listen up for announcements on continued fun within the community
including another game night and a pancake breakfast tentatively scheduled for January 20!
(What better way to kick off a new year than pancakes and bacon?) The next COG meeting is on
January 4th at 7:15 pm in the classroom. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Come check it out!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE: To date, we have received 28 pledge commitments totaling
$78,852. For those who have not pledged for 2018 but who intend to do so, your
assistance in submitting your pledge form as soon as time and circumstances
reasonably permit will be sincerely appreciated and very helpful to the church council
in financial planning. Any questions about the pledge process may be directed to
Bob Muh, Stewardship Coordinator: 444-5228; muhfamily@roadrunner.com .

Thank you!
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Poinsettia Order Form

Poinsettia orders are now being taken. The cost is $15.00. All orders must be given to Glenda Iles
(444-5336 or cell 398-7353) by December 10th.
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO “CHERRY BLOSSOMS”.
The poinsettias will be used at the service on December 17th and 24th.

QUANTITY

COST EACH

________

$15.00

TOTAL
$________

Your name: ________________________________
In Memory/honor of (circle one):

All dedications must be given to Glenda in writing. Thank you very much.

Message from the Deacons
Every December our Church assembles and delivers Christmas baskets filled with cookies, fruit, and other
goodies to shut-ins, folks in nursing homes, and others we want to touch with our love. This task had
traditionally been performed by the Deacons. However, we are now down to a very small number of
Deacons and could use some help with this again. For the past few years, several people have assisted by
making extra Christmas cookies while they do their holiday baking. That was wonderful!!
This year we have a list of 20 potential gift basket recipients. We would like to be able to reach out to all of
them. With your help, we will be able to do so! We need the following:

Donations of:
Christmas cookies........................................... 12 each / 20 dozen total, assorted
Candy (individually wrapped) .......................... 6 pieces each / 120 pieces total
Mini loaves of quick breads ............................ 1 each / 20 loaves total
Popcorn balls or similar goodies ..................... 1 each / 20 goodies total
Fruit (apples and oranges) .............................. 1 of each, (2 if small, like clementines) / 20 or 40 total
Money to buy baskets, wrappings, etc............ as your heart dictates

Help assembling the baskets (meet in the Church Hall Saturday, December 16th at 9:00 am)
Help delivering the baskets immediately afterwards or in the next day or two. With enough helpers, you will only need
to deliver a couple of baskets. A brief visit with the recipient is also much appreciated.
th

Please call or email Mary Menzies (444-2165; dmenzies@roadrunner.com) by Monday, December 11 with your
specific commitment (number of cookies or whatever you will be donating or helping with). We will decide on the final
number of baskets when we know what help we will be getting.

Thank you in advance for helping with this project. It truly is a blessing to both the giver and the recipient!
The Board of Deacons: Mary Menzies, Doug Menzies, Emily LaFlam, Ross and Brenda Fairweather, and Lars Nielson
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Special Mission Offering
December 24, 2017
The Christmas Fund is one of the four special
mission offerings that are collected by United
Church of Christ congregations each year.
You have the opportunity to be a part of this
ministry that cares for active and retired
clergy and lay employees of the United
Church of Christ facing a moment of
personal need.
Your gift to the Christmas Fund will also
provide for the Supplementation of Small
Annuities, Supplementation of Health
Premiums, Emergency Grants, and provide
Christmas "Thank You" Gift Checks next
December to low-income retirees.

The New England Women's Celebration
takes place every 4 years at various
locations in New England. It is held over
(or near) the weekend of Mothering
Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Lent, which is
traditionally a time when the strict
observances of Lent were relaxed for a
day so church folks could return to the
Mother Church of their roots.
The purpose of the Celebrations is to
reach women in the pews and to involve
them in learning and sharing their faith
beyond the local church and Conference
setting. It is organized by women from
United Church of Christ (UCC)
congregations across New England,
however women from all denominations
and religious traditions are welcome to
attend.
Learn more by visiting their website
at: www.UCCwomenscelebration.org
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Miss Judy (Oleary) reading to the
children in Shining Lights.

REMINDER
Our next host date for Dinner Bell is
January 23rd
A sign up poster will be up in January
Thank you to everyone who cooked, donated
or helped serve/clean up in 2017!
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries
December
Happy Birthday!
2nd
8th
10th
11th
16th
16th
17th
19th
23rd
30th

Henrietta Aldrich
Mary Menzies
Ed Warden
Tom Smith
Deb Poulsen
Brian Muh
James Baker
Stuart Lord
Bill Hyatt
Karen Morneau

January (preview!)

Anniversaries
30th Ken & Henrietta Aldrich

I apologize in advance for any
errors or omissions.

The Deadline for
submissions for the January
issue is Wednesday,
December 27th!

2nd Bill Doyle

~ Pam Nute, editor

&

3rd Jean Kimball

North Country Chorus ~ 70th Annual Christmas Concert
The Christmas Oratorio by J.S. Bach (sung in English)
7:30 pm on Friday 1 December ~Here at the First Congregational Church!
“Christians, be joyful, and praise your salvation.” So begins J.S. Bach’s exuberant first cantata in the Christmas
Oratorio. The trumpets blare, the timpani booms, and the 75 voices of the North Country Chorus announce the
celebration of Christ’s birth.
“Break forth, O beauteous, heavenly light.” In addition to the exuberant choruses, audience will enjoy reflective
chorales, many familiar to the ear as popular hymn tunes, as well as arias, airs and recitatives from the soloists.
Julie Drown, soprano; Katharine DeBoer, alto; Phil Brown, tenor; Lucas Weiss, bass.
Bach composed this work as six cantatas, each intended for a major feast day of the Christmas season. Part I, for
Christmas Day, describes the Birth of Jesus; part II, the annunciation to the shepherds; part III, the adoration of
the shepherds, part IV, the circumcision and naming of Jesus; part V, the journey of the Magi; and part VI, for
Epiphany, the adoration of the Magi.
Tickets through Catamount Arts: $12 ($5 students)

At the door: $15 ($5 students)

For more information visit: northcountrychorus.org
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Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Lars Nielson
Vice Moderator: Tim Gould
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
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Mission:
Music: Tina Peabody
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Property Management: John Lofgren
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