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They were out in the fields, on guard, keeping watch against predators, jackals and
wolves. And thieves. They’d come before; they’d come again. But this time, they’d be
ready. They knew who to look for. They’d stay awake all night, watchful, anxious, out in
the fields, protecting their investments from thieves who might come in the night and
take what was rightfully theirs.
I have a confession to make. I’ve been worrying lately, worrying a lot; I’ve been lying
awake at night worrying about money, money I think is rightfully mine, money I think I
need to be happy, money I’m afraid is being stolen from me by unscrupulous and selfish
people. I’m losing sleep worrying about money. I keep thinking one of these days my
poor, exhausted body is going to pull the plug on my poor, obsessive brain and finally get
the sleep it needs.
So far, though, no dice. When I’m fully awake, I do OK. I remind myself that nothing
is worth the price of my serenity; I remember what Jesus said in the Sermon on the
Mount, “Don’t worry about anything. Consider the lilies of the field, the birds of the air.”
Or Paul, writing to the Philippians, “Don’t worry about anything, but by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God, and the peace of
God, beyond all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”
Don’t worry. Don’t worry about anything. Turn it over to God and you will have
peace. And I do, some of the time, when I’m fully awake. But when I slip into
unconsciousness, my obsessive brain kicks in, and I lie there stewing, anxious, fearful,
watchful, trying to figure out how to protect my investments, guard what is rightfully
mine.
“Fear not,” the messenger from heaven said, and yes, I know, there was all that
bright light, the glory of God shone round about them, and they were sore afraid of that.
I do get that. “Fear not,” in the first place surely means “Hey, don’t let the sudden burst
of light around me flip you out. It’s just God’s way of letting you know Who sent me here
tonight.”
But then I wonder, as I toss and turn in the night, anxious, fearful, worrying, trying to
figure out a way to protect what’s rightfully mine from predators and thieves, I wonder if
there isn’t another layer to the angel’s first words, “Fear not.” Something like: “Hey,
David, let go of your anxious fears! I’ve got some great news for you. God has heard your
prayers, and is sending a Savior—not money, not safety, not power or control—

not any of the things you’ve been thinking you needed in order to feel safe
enough to sleep. God is sending a baby to save you, a refugee child to end your
oppression, a vulnerable infant, wrapped in swaddling bands, armed with nothing
but his trust in God, asleep in his make-shift bed. Come along, I’ll show you.”
And they came; and they found everything just the way the angel had said it
would be, the refugee family, the stable, the manger, the child wrapped in
swaddling bands. And they went home rejoicing, sharing the good news, their
hearts overflowing with hope; and when they lay down, they slept. Like the
trusting baby in the manger, they slept in heavenly peace.
blessings,

david
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Your Generosity

Men’s Breakfast

Deacon’s Fund

8:00 am

October $205 / November $352

December 10th at the
Bolt residence

Food Pantry
The Fairweathers light the first Advent candle

Financial Report

October $165 / November $198

Still
NEEDED!!

Food Collection Sunday
December 25th, 2016
The Food Cupboard is in need
of the following items:

October 31, 2016

YTD

Member support:

$ 120,806

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 17,900

Thank You to those
who have volunteered to
be Greeters/Ushers
already!!

Other Income:

$ 10,884

Please sign up, we need you!

Fall Fundraisers

*****************************

$3,565

Wireless Guest Account

Total Income:

$ 153,155

Total Expenses:

$144,425

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main

Net:

$ 8,730

Hosted by Ron Bolt

Enjoy!

Soups, stews, coffee, baked
beans, canned meat (turkey,
chicken, ham, corned beef,
Spam). Paper towels &
tissues. Dry cereals, snacks
and crackers.

Thank you
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Donations are still being accepted to Shining Lights in
memory of Anna Jackman. Thank you to everyone who
has already donated a gift in her honor. Something special
will be purchased for the children in her memory.

Winter Pageant
Friday, December 9th 5:30 PM
Please join us in the Sanctuary as we celebrate Jesus’s birth with songs and stories. This
year boasts a special treat! Piano accompaniment by our very own Barbara Holland and
narration by Pam Nute. There will be a reception following in the Fellowship Hall!

Sunday, December 18th

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life through the birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are
called to share widely, through our witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to distant neighbors.
You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares for the active and retired clergy and lay
employees of the United Church of Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering.
Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the one above, but also provide for the
Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and provide
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to low-income retirees.
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low-income annuities make
it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by
enabling this ministry of compassion and care.
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Sunday School Happenings:
Be a Part of our Tree!
Join us on December 4th for a hearty coffee hour! Crafting and
decorating opportunities will be provided (but just being with your
church family and enjoying the hearty coffee hour is fine too!) Either
way, we would like everyone to participate in the challenge!!
The Challenge - We are all individuals who come together as a church
family and it would be great if our tree could represent that. Bring in
something that represents you (a spoon if you like to cook, a pine cone
if you enjoy nature, etc.) that we could hang on the tree or we will be
making ornaments out of pictures. If you have a picture of yourself,
your family, a group at this church, a place you love etc., e-mail it to the
church office or bring it with you on the 4th. We will also be taking
pictures of anyone who wishes to be part of the tree on the 4th for
anyone interested!

Mission Pigs off to a Great Start
A very big thank you to all our bakers and
walkers for this year’s cake walk!! A great
time was had by all and through all our
efforts, just over $275 was raised. This will
be split between our children for their purchases at Heifer
Project International. They will be saving during the year and
the more money they have, the more choices they will have to
help others!!!

The hopeful children on the left are scoping out all the yummy prizes to be had. And, wow ~ they
were all big winners by the end of the walk! Luckily for them, calories don’t seem to matter.
Karen L. and Rachel C., on the right, are the hopeful “children at heart” at this cake walk!
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Marti F. is a happy winner!

Su S. is probably wondering how she got in the middle of the children!
Yum ~ A Christmas tree cake made by Tim Gould!

Message from the Deacons
Every December our Church assembles and delivers Christmas baskets filled with cookies, fruit, and other
goodies to shut-ins, folks in nursing homes, and others we want to touch with our love. This task has
traditionally been performed by the Deacons. However, we are now down to a very small number of
Deacons and could use some help with this again. Last year several people assisted by making extra
Christmas cookies while they were doing their holiday baking. That was wonderful!!
This year we have a list of 20 potential gift basket recipients. We would like to be able to reach out to all of
them. With your help, we will be able to do so! We need the following:

Donations of:
Christmas cookies ........................................... 12 each / 20 dozen total, assorted
Candy (individually wrapped) .......................... 6 pieces each / 120 pieces total
Mini loaves of quick breads ............................. 1 each / 20 loaves total
Popcorn balls or similar goodies ..................... 1 each / 20 goodies total
Fruit (apples and oranges) .............................. 1 of each, (2 if small, like clementines) / 20 or 40 total
Money to buy baskets, wrappings, etc. ........... as your heart dictates

Help assembling the baskets (meet in the Church Hall Saturday, December 17th at 9:00 am)
Help delivering the baskets immediately afterwards or in the next day or two. With enough helpers, you will only need
to deliver a couple of baskets. A brief visit with the recipient is also much appreciated.
th

Please call or email Mary Menzies (444-2165; dmenzies@roadrunner.com) by Monday, December 12 with your
specific commitment (number of cookies or whatever you will be donating or helping with). We will decide on the final
number of baskets when we know what help we will be getting.

Thank you in advance for helping with this project. It truly is a blessing to both the giver and the recipient!
The Board of Deacons: Mary Menzies, Doug Menzies, Emily LaFlam, and Lars Nielson
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Ladies Society
December's festive meeting will be held in the Ladies Parlor - December 14th at 1:30 p.m.
Please join us for this festive meeting ~ Bring your favorite cookies and refreshments will be provided.
AGENDA: Bring hats and mittens - these are given to the Lakeway Elementary School nurse to distribute to
the children when they lose their own. We have provided these for several years and they are always
appreciated. A short business meeting will be held.
It is a festive day and your will enjoyment is the important word for the day.
Questions? Call Barbara Holland: 444-1104 or Emily LaFlam: 444-6678 for information.
SEE YOU THERE!

Coffee Fellowship is fun and in need of sponsors!
Please sign up on the board by the Madonna window
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Mission Spotlight

~Judy Oleary

The Thanksgiving meal held on Tuesday, November 22nd and it was a great success. It was
attended by 116 people with 25 additional meals packaged. I know this was the only
Thanksgiving meal some of the people had. The meal was prepared by the local churches and
organizations. We at the Congregational furnished three huge pans of stuffing, two turkeys,
peas, cranberry sauce, pickles and olives. Thank you to all of you who helped prepare the
meal and cleaned up that day.
We will be hosting Dinner Bell on January 24th! Look for the sign-up sheet at church. I plan
on doing a pork roast and I will be looking for vegetable dishes, desserts and salads. For your
convenience, your food contribution can be dropped off at our church (before 1pm on that day)
and it will be delivered to All Saints Church for the 5pm dinner.

Poinsettia Order Form
Poinsettia orders are now being taken. The cost is $17.50. All orders must be given to Glenda Iles (4445336 or cell 398-7353) by December 12th. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO “CHERRY BLOSSOMS”.
The poinsettias will be used at the service on December 18th and 24th.

QUANTITY

COST EACH

________

$17.50

TOTAL
$________

Your name: ________________________________
In Memory/honor of (circle one):

All dedications must be given to Glenda in writing. Thank you very much.
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MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR TWO LONG TIME AND BELOVED MEMBERS
DOROTHEA (DOTTO) RUGGLES AND ANNA JACKMAN

The memorial service for Dorothea (Dotto) Ruggles was held here on Friday, November 18th followed by a
reception in the Fellowship Hall.
We were honored to hear both Pastor David and Pastor Shannon, minister of the Methodist Church,
present a thoughtful service, and it gave others the opportunity to listen as well as share their memories
of this special lady.
It is with gratitude that I thank the many volunteers and staff who stepped forward to prepare a
reception which we thought would be well attended - and we were right. I counted 30 volunteers and
five friends from the Methodist Church who volunteered to cook, organize, shop, and arrange the Hall
into a colorful place of yellow sunflowers - flowers which Dotto would have appreciated. This made the
room bright and cheery just the way we remember her.
Thirty volunteers - this is amazing! Everyone taking a task and turning it into a joy. And I thank all of you
whether you worked in the kitchen, prepared food at home, or served as ushers in the Sanctuary. You
worked to make this day special for her family and friends.
But the day wasn't over. The service for our beloved and longtime member, Anna Jackman, was held
two hours later at the Glenwood Cemetery. The day was sunny, although not too warm, but we were
easily warmed by the words and stories Pastor David used to help us remember and to honor Anna's
memory. We listened and smiled as the story of Anna's long life was shared with us. Following this
service a gathering was held at the home of Anna's daughter, Joan Buffington, to continue telling stories
that honored her life.
We will miss Anna and Dotto. We will always remember their spirit. Two friends who still live in our
memories. Thanks to all of you who made these events special to their family and friends.
~ Barbara Holland
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Community Outreach Group
The Community Outreach Group continues to meet regularly, often in conjunction with the
Christian Education Committee, to work together for greater visibility and stepping out with
their eyes on Jesus.

The date is set for February 4th from 4pm to 7pm in the Ladies Parlor and there is some discussion of
combining that with a chili cook-off … come to the next meeting and help plan the details! This
activity is open to all and you can attend anytime from 4pm to 7pm to join in any of the many
board/card games and socialization going on. It was a BLAST last year and the COG group hopes you
will come this year.
The Free Community Palm Sunday Weekend Breakfast is planned for Saturday, April 8th
Other great happenings are the Random Acts of Kindness. If baking is your specialty, the COG group
could use your help! One is planned for December 24th and another on January 23rd. Another Pizza
meal is planned for the Littleton High School Players on April 6th. More details on how you can
participate will be provided as that event gets closer.
The next meeting is scheduled for January 9th at 7:15 pm in the Ladies Parlor and all are welcome to
participate. We need more members! If you have any questions of how you can participate, please
contact any of the COG/CE members: Tim Gould, Alice Muh, Wilma & David Weddington, Linda
Warden, Pam Nute and Kim Smith.

*******************************************************************

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PLEDGES!
If you haven’t filled out a pledge card but want to, please see Bob Muh or use this card above to make your 2017 pledge.
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries
December
Happy Birthday!
2nd
8th
10th
11th
16th
16th
17th
19th
23rd
30th

Henrietta Aldrich
Mary Menzies
Ed Warden
Tom Smith
Deb Poulsen
Brian Muh
James Baker
Stuart Lord
Bill Hyatt
Karen Morneau

January (preview)
2nd
3rd

Bill Doyle
Jean Kimball

Anniversaries
30th Ken & Henrietta Aldrich

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk, please
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to
be included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.

Thank you to everyone who offered
submissions to this edition of Steeple Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.

The Deadline for submissions for the January
issue is Tuesday, December 27th!

North Country Chorus

~ Pam Nute, editor

Presents its 69th Annual
Christmas Concert
Friday, December 2nd at
7:30 pm
Here!
Alan Rowe, Musical Director
Admission at the door:
Adults $13, $5 Students
For more information visit:
northcountrychorus.org

Nolan C. is plotting how to beat Emily L. at the cake
walk! If you missed the other great pictures of the cake
walk, go back to page 5 and 6 to see more!
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