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December first. Hard to believe. Thanksgiving came and went.
Our friend James was here. We played bocce. Outdoors. Chilly, not
really cold. It’s gray outside. Rain today. Rain. I would have thought
snow, but no.
I tried to change the sign out front. The equipment’s not cooperating. So the sign still says Thanksgiving things. Too bad. I was
ready for Advent.
I wanted to put up a couple of different signs that would
alternate. One today, a different one tomorrow.
“With bright and cheerful faces,
we welcome Jesus’ birth.
HOPE has come to energize the world!”
“With humble hearts we welcome
the healing of the world.
Jesus is the one who offers PEACE.”
Next week, I’d add a third sign to the rotation, something to do
with JOY. Then the week after that, I’d add one that had to do with
LOVE. And so on. I may get it figured out yet. We’ll see. So far,
though, it isn’t going the way I planned.
That’s OK. I’m sure Mary and Joseph didn’t plan on taking a
road trip during her ninth month—donkey rocking, a very pregnant
woman, sitting still as she could on the bony ridge of the donkey’s
back. It might have been better than walking. Might have been.
Shepherds out in the hill-country didn’t plan on a visit from
heaven. Upset their nightly routine. A logistical problem? A welcome
diversion? Some of both, maybe. Anyway it happened. They saw it.
They heard their instructions. They went.
They found a cow, very warm. A donkey, very tired. A pigeon in
the rafters. A field-mouse in the corner. A goat with her kid. A dog.
Warm air, moist with animal breath. A father beaming. A mother with
a curious smile. A baby, wrapped up tight in bands of flax and wool,
lying in a feeding trough on a bed of hay, tiny, red-faced, fast asleep.
It was not what any of them had planned to do in the middle of
the night, this night. While the stars made their predictable circle
above this rough out-building, they stood around, sat on buckets and
boxes, some of them cross-legged on the packed dirt floor and
watched a baby sleep.
It’s dark outside. Four thirty. Raining still. Pam just told me
the roads are slick in places. Black ice. The sign still says
Thanksgiving things. The child is sleeping, wrapped up tight in bands
of flax and wool. I ponder these things. I keep them warm and secure
in my heart. The baby opens his eyes and looks around.

blessings,

david
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA –

5:00 PM-AA – LP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

7:30 PM - North
Country Chorus
Concert – Sanctuary

6:00 PM – NC Chorus
Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Saturday
5

7:00 PM-AA - FH

6:30 PM – Council
6:30 PM- Choir Practice- Meeting - CR
LP
7:30 PM – Weds. PM
AA-LP

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

10:00 AM-Worship Service 11:30 AM-AA - FH
& Communion
Pastors' Sabbath
10:00 AM – Sunday School

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

8:00 AM – Men’s
Breakfast - FH

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – FH

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

1:30 PM-Ladies Soci-LP
1:00 PM-Flom
5:30 PM - Shining
Wedding Rehearsal
Lights Winter PageantFH
7:00 PM-AA - FH

5:00 PM-AA – LP
5:00 PM – Property-FH

Tree Decorating Fun (CE)

6:30 PM- Choir PracticeLP

Second Sunday of Advent

7:30 PM – Weds. PM
AA-LP

13

14

10:00 AM-Worship Service 11:30 AM-AA - FH
Deacon’s Collection

15

16

17

18

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

5:00 PM-AA – LP

Pastors' Sabbath

10:00 AM – Sunday School

6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

19

7:00 PM-AA - FH

6:30 PM- Choir PracticeLP
7:30 PM – Weds. PM
AA-LP

1:00 PM-Flom Wedding
Third Sunday of Advent

20

21

10:00 AM-Worship Service 11:30 AM-AA - FH

22

23

24

25

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

AA all day Alcothon

7:00 PM – Christmas
Eve Service

Office closed for
Christmas

10:00 AM – Sunday School Pastors' Sabbath

5:00 PM-AA – LP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

26

6:30 PM- Choir Practice7:00 PM-Eastern Star - LP
FH
SLLC Holiday
7:30 PM – Weds. PM
AA-LP

Fourth Sunday of Advent

SLLC Holiday

27

28

10:00 AM-Worship Service 11:30 AM-AA - FH

29

30

31

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Pastors' Sabbath
11:15 AM – Coffee
Fellowship – LP

FH – Fellowship Hall

5:00 PM-AA – LP
6:00 PM-AlAnon-LP

Office closed

LP – Ladies Parlor

6:30 PM- Choir PracticeLP

Food Pantry Collection

CR - Classroom

7:30 PM – Weds. PM
AA-LP
Pastor’s Vacation

Pastor’s Vacation

KEY:

Pastor’s Vacation

7:00 PM-AA - FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
Coffee Fellowship is in
need of sponsors! Please
sign up on the board by
the Madonna window

8:00 am
December 14th in the
Fellowship Hall

or call Pam Nute at 444- 3376

Financial Report

Men’s Breakfast

PLEDGES!!

Hosted by Tim Gould

Still

Food Collection Sunday
December 27th, 2015

NEEDED!!!

October 31, 2015

YTD

Member support:

$ 118,812

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 17,000

Other Income:

$ 16,309

Total Income:

$ 152,121

Wireless Guest Account

Total Expenses:

$145,565

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main

Soups, stews, coffee, canned
meat (turkey, chicken, ham,
corned beef, Spam). Canned
meals (ravioli, spaghetti,
etc.). Paper towels & tissues.
Dry cereals, snacks, crackers.
Juices and snacks for
children.

Enjoy!

Thank you

Net:

$ 6,556

Goodshop gets you the best
deals and coupons at 1,000’s of
stores, AND donates a
percentage of your purchases to
your favorite cause. The FCC
has an account that benefits from
your searching and shopping.
You can sign up and log in at
www.goodshop.com and search
for “First Congregational Church
of Littleton NH”. Thank you
very much for considering this!!

Thank You to those
who have volunteered to
be Greeters/Ushers
already!!
Please sign up, we need you!

*****************************

The Food Cupboard is in need
of the following items:

Jeff N. has as much fun playing at Shining Lights as the children!

Read more about it on the next page.
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Thank you to members of the Revitalization
Task Force (new name pending!), Judy Oleary
and Pam & Jeff Nute! They provided dinner
& dessert for the parents and children who
attended the first parent workshop on
November 5th. Judy, Pam, Jeff and Wilma
also provided babysitting services (aka
“played”) at Shining Lights so the parents
could attend the workshop in the Ladies
Parlor. We are blessed to be a part of such
an amazing church and community.

Winter Pageant
Friday, December 11th

Thank You Judy Oleary for all of the new,
wonderful homemade dress up clothes you
have made for the children!!

5:30 PM
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall as
we celebrate Jesus’s birth with songs
and stories
We will be practicing our pageant on December 11 at
10am in front of the Senior Center Members. We can’t
wait to show them a piece of our pageant!

We also just had our first open
house, which was a lot of fun. We had activities that
the children and their family enjoyed.

Steeple Talk
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CE Happenings
Be a part of our Tree!
When: December 6
Time: After Church
Where: Fellowship Hall
What: Trimming the tree, family style (see below)
New this year - a Challenge!! (also, see below)
Family style = In most families there are those who like crafts, there are those who like
food, there are those who like music, etc. Not everybody likes everything but that is okay
because the most important part of family gatherings is really getting together! There will
be finger sandwiches, drinks and munchies, music, popcorn and cranberry garlands, and
crafts all to get us all in great holiday spirits!
The Challenge - We are all individuals who come together as a church family and it would
be great if our tree could represent that. Bring in something that represents you that we
could hang on the tree or we will be making ornaments out of pictures. If you have a
picture of yourself, your family, a group at this church, a place you love etc., e-mail it to
the church office or bring it with you on the 6th. We will also be taking pictures of anyone
who wishes to be part of the tree on the 6th for anyone interested!

Cake Walk - A very special thank you to all those baked or walked the walk!! The
$237 raised is going to the Children’s Mission Fund which is used to double the
money the children raise for their Piggy Bank Missions!
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The Christmas Fund ~ Special Offering
For more than 100 years, the Christmas Fund has helped active and retired clergy and lay
workers of the church who find themselves in financial need. The Christmas Fund is one of the
four Special Mission Offerings of the Church, along with the Neighbors in Need, One Great
Hour of Sharing, and Strengthen the Church offerings.
Gifts to the Christmas Fund are used to help servants of the church who have insufficient
income in retirement, retirees who need help affording health insurance premiums, or persons
who find themselves in emergency situations that require swift assistance. The Christmas
Fund also supports a long-standing tradition of providing “thank you” checks to retired clergy
who would otherwise be without funds at this time of year - a modest but tangible affirmation
that their wider church family continues to love them and be grateful for their service.
The needs of those who serve the church are real, and we are working to ensure that no one
goes without. We need your help in this mission! A ministry of the Pension Boards, the
offering is the Sunday before Christmas

December 20th Envelopes will be provided in the bulletin.

Message from the Deacons
Every December our Church assembles and delivers Christmas baskets filled with cookies, fruit, and
other goodies to shut-ins, folks in nursing homes, and others we want to touch with our love. This
task has traditionally been performed by the Deacons. However, we are now down to a very small
number of Deacons and could use some help with this again. Last year several people assisted by
making extra Christmas cookies while they were doing their holiday baking. That was wonderful!!
This year we have a list of 20 potential gift basket recipients. We would like to be able to reach out to all of
them. With your help, we will be able to do so! We need the following:

Donations of:
Christmas cookies ......................................... 12 each / 20 dozen total, assorted
Candy (individually wrapped) ......................... 6 pieces each / 120 pieces total
Mini loaves of quick breads ............................ 1 each / 20 loaves total
Popcorn balls or similar goodies..................... 1 each / 20 goodies total
Fruit (apples and oranges) ............................. 1 of each, (2 if small, like clementines) / 20 or 40 total
Money to buy baskets, wrappings, etc. ........... as your heart dictates

Help assembling the baskets (meet in the Church Hall Saturday, December 19 at 9:00 am)
Help delivering the baskets immediately afterwards or in the next day or two. With enough helpers, you will only
need to deliver a couple of baskets. A brief visit with the recipient is also much appreciated.
Please call or email Mary Menzies (444-2165; dmenzies@roadrunner.com) by Monday, December 14th with your
specific commitment (number of cookies or whatever you will be donating or helping with). We will decide on the final
number of baskets when we know what help we will be getting.

Thank you in advance for helping with this project. It truly is a blessing to both the giver and the recipient!
The Board of Deacons: Emily LaFlam, Doug Menzies, Mary Menzies and Lars Nielson

Steeple Talk
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Ladies Society
The Ladies Society would like to share with you our experience with our annual project – the Rummage
Sale. The purpose is twofold: to provide clothing items for all ages as well as kitchen goods at very
affordable prices. Our goal has always been to use the money to pay our pledge to the church and to fund
LOCAL charity organizations.
This year we faced a serious challenge – the act of vandalism which occurred in the Fellowship Hall the
weekend prior to the sale. The affected our ability to carry out our mission. Or so we thought. The
professional clean-up occurred leaving us one day to prepare the Hall for the sale. If you have ever
attended a sale, you will know exactly how we felt. How can we possibly get ready? We decided to go
ahead – and do our best.
On opening morning, with a large crowd of people waiting to shop, they were told of our situation; that the
Hall had been vandalized – and furthermore, to show that we believed that love can conquer adversity, we
announced that all sales were by donation instead of a price list which is our usual way of pricing. A
donation that the shopper was able to give. The response was very, very positive. Shoppers were, by our
example, reminded that “hurts” do not have to rule the day and can be overcome by “love”. We were a
perfect example of how to make that happen.
In addition, we had friends who came in to help us clean-up after closing on Saturday noon or in other
ways. We thank them immensely. Reggie, Dudley, Phil, Joe, Alice, Su, Elaine, Bob Warden, Pam and
David. All things came together to ease our hurt and help us celebrate the end of a successful sale.
Yes, instead of despair, we turned things around – and proceeded to share our love with all our customers.
It was returned in full. Our sale netted $1,683.
~ Barbara Holland, President

LADIES SOCIETY MONTHLY MEETING
December 9th at 1:30 p.m. in the LADIES PARLOR
Hope to see all of you there and remember, there is always a good refreshment!
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Committee Members Needed!

As we approach Year's end, new members will be needed on all of the committees. Working on
a committee is a great way to meet and engage with others and to help serve our missions to
each other, the church, and our community. If you have an interest in a committee such as
Property, Missions, Caring Tree or others, or if you have questions, please feel free to contact
me or any of the committee chairs listed in the bulletin.
Thank you.
Lars Nielson, Vice Moderator

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, February 7th, 2016
(in the Fellowship Hall after Sunday Service)

Annual Reports will be available in the Sanctuary on January 24th, 2016 or you can request a
copy from Pam in the office.
COMMITTEE REPPORTS ARE DUE TO PAM BY MONDAY, JANUARY 18TH (or sooner is better!)

Mission Spotlight

~Judy Oleary

The mission committee met on November 30th to discuss the 2016 budget.

We will be hosting Dinner Bell on January 12th! Look for the sign-up sheet at church. For
your convenience, your food contribution can be dropped off at our church (before 1pm on
that day) and it will be delivered to All Saints Church for the 5pm dinner.

Remember, everyone is welcomed to attend.

North Country Chorus

2016 Senior Center Calendars for Sale

Presents its 68th Annual
Christmas Concert
Friday, December 4th at 7:30 pm
Here!
Alan Rowe, Musical Director

“Seniors of the Silver Screen”

Admission at the door:
Adults $12, $5 Students

Makes a great gift!

For more information visit:
northcountrychorus.org

$15 each or 2 for $25
Available in the office

Thank you for supporting the
Senior Center

Steeple Talk
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HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
When an Anglican clergyman turned Methodist collaborates with a Christianized Jew,
something unusual is bound to happen. The Methodist preacher was Charles Wesley,
a minister of the Church of England, who, with his preacher-Oxford professor brother
John, were joint founders of the Methodist Church. The Jew was Felix Mendelssohn,
whose father, Abraham, added “Bartholdy” to the family name, since it was his desire
that his children be raised as Protestant Christians. But the collaboration was purely
accidental.
By the time Charles Wesley reached his thirty-first birthday, he had had more than his share of adventure and travel.
As secretary to General Oglethorpe, he had made a journey to the new colony of Georgia, remaining in the new
world almost a year. He and John had returned to England with heavy and disillusioned hearts. Following John’s
“heart-warming” in a little prayer meeting on London’s Aldersgate Street early in May, 1738, Charles had a similar
experience on May 20, 1738. And from that day he sang the praise of God with fluency and power, writing more
than sixty-five hundred of the noblest hymns in the English language.
In 1739, the year after he “consciously believed,” he wrote a poem of some ten four-line stanzas in which he
expressed his joy in the Christian faith. The first stanza read:
Hark! How all the welkin rings, “Glory to the King of Kings, Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled.”
In that form it was published that same year in “Hymns and Sacred Poems.” Fourteen years later, George
Whitfield, an associate of the Wesleys in their evangelistic labors, and one of the most powerful preachers ever to
visit the Americas, took the liberty of editing Charles’ hymn for a “Collection” he was planning to publish. He
altered the first stanza to the form in which it is sung today: “Hark! The herald angels sing ‘Glory to the newborn
King.’ ” Further alterations by interested poets and editors polished off several more rough spots, but this
Christmas hymn. In its essence still Wesley’s, is perhaps the most popular English hymn in the world.
As for thirty-one-year-old Felix Mendelssohn, writing a hymn-tune was the farthest thing from his mind when he
composed his “Festgesan #7” in 1840. His music was written for a celebration commemorating the anniversary of
the discovery of printing. Even the great Guttenberg himself could hardly have pictured his revolutionary discovery
as the inspiration for a world-famous Christmas carol. And the composer even had this to say about his music, “I
think there ought to be other words to (it). If the right ones are hit I am sure that piece will be liked very much. But
it will never do to scared words.” Doctor of Music William H. Cummings set it to Wesley’s equally famous stanzas
and thus a perfect Christmas hymn was born.
While Mendelssohn considered his work a secular piece, Christians the world over compare it with passages from
his sacred oratorio “Elijah” and number it among his finest sacred compositions.
The universal favor in which this magnificent hymn is held is attested by the fact that it is the only one of Charles
Wesley’s thousands that is included in “The Book of Common Prayer” of the Church of England. Be that as it may,
it has found a lasting place in the hearts of believers the world over, who will be singing it for as many Christmases
in the future as there were between the time of the birth of Jesus and the writing of the original stanzas in 1739.
Thank you to Dottie Morton for submitting this piece
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Poinsettia Order Form

Poinsettia orders are now being taken. The cost is $15. All orders must be given to Glenda Iles (444-5336
or cell 398-7353) by December 7th. PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO “CHERRY BLOSSOMS”.
The poinsettias will be used at the service on December 20th and 24th.

QUANTITY

COST EACH

________

$15

TOTAL
$________

Your name: ________________________________
In Memory/honor of (circle one):

All dedications must be given to Glenda in writing. Thank you very much.

Revitalization Task Force
The Revitalization Task Force has been meeting monthly and are working on a new name for
the group as they work together for greater visibility and stepping out with their eyes on Jesus.
Many member/guest activity ideas are being brought to the table as spring boards such as community block
parties, Rocket Pop Give Away, Candy Cane Lane and Help a Neighbor(s) and beginner bridge lessons.
Some of the activities coming up are:
* Games and Crock Pot Potluck—Saturday, January 16th, Game Afternoon Session—3:00 PM-5:00
PM/Crockpot Potluck—5:00 PM-6:00 PM/Game Night Session—6:00 PM-8:00 PM.
* Treats at the Park—Saturday, February 13th, 12:30 PM—2:30 PM Warming Hearts at the Warming Hut—
brining heart shaped sugar cookies, hot cider, hot chocolate, and other goodies, as desired.
* Free Community Palm Sunday Weekend Breakfast—Saturday, March 19th, 8:00 AM—10:00 AM

Details are still to be determined and the times subject to change, so watch for
upcoming information as plans solidify!
Other great happenings are the Random Acts of Kindness. Goodies have been delivered to the Police and Fire
Departments during staff meetings and the next recipient will be the Department of Health and Human
Services on No. Littleton Road. The group will also be working on its dedicated page on the newly updated
church website (if you haven’t already, please be sure to check it out! www.1stconglittleton.org).
The next meeting is scheduled for January 5th at 7:15 pm and all are welcome to participate.
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Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries
December
Happy Birthday!
2nd
8th
10th
11th
16th
16th
17th
19th
20th
23rd
30th

Anniversaries
30th Ken & Henrietta Aldrich

Henrietta Aldrich
Mary Menzies
Ed Warden
Tom Smith
Deb Poulsen
Brian Muh
James Baker
Stuart Lord
Gail Perkins
Bill Hyatt
Karen Morneau

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk, please
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to
be included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.

January (preview)
2nd
3rd
4th

Bill Doyle
Jean Kimball
Allyn Clarke

Pam’s mom, Janet,
recently visited
the office and got
to meet Pam’s
“Church Mom”
Judy!

Joyce & Phil Krill man the checkout table at the Rummage Sale

The Weddingtons will be hosting a
Christmas Open House on
Sunday, December 20th, from 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Address: 312 Oak Hill Avenue, Littleton.
Drop in and enjoy some Christmas Cheer ~ See you then!

Thank you to everyone who offered
submissions to this edition of Steeple
Talk!
I apologize in advance for any errors or
omissions.

The Deadline for submissions for the
January issue is earlier than usual!
Monday, December 21st!
~ Pam Nute, editor
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