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So, it’s been a busy summer so far. I’ve enjoyed the times we got to spend
together in Sunday morning worship, where we’ve welcomed old friends and lots of
visitors into our sanctuary. Our guest musicians have brought us a wide range of
wonderful music for worship; and some of us have met for more music at the gazebo in
Bethlehem on Sunday afternoons.
Bob and Estelle hosted our summer gathering. The amazing storm tried to
carry the picnic away—no dice, thanks to the stalwart determination of church
members who risked being swept away themselves in order to keep the canopies (and
the canapés) in place.
The building committee has our new doors in place and painted forest green
like the sign. We’ve been blessed with new faces who are quickly becoming new
friends. We’ve said goodbye to old friends who have gone to be with God. We’ve
carried cookies to local libraries, joined in the Pollyanna Days celebration, and
continued to open our doors to those who are seeking a happier, healthier life.
And now it’s August (or nearly); several people have mentioned they can tell
the days are getting shorter. Fall is coming. We’ll have new adventures together,
welcome new children to Shining Lights, and crank up our Sunday School program.
We’re already busy organizing our annual fall MS walk. There’s going to be a chilicook-off in conjunction with our next game night. I’m looking forward to sitting down
together with some of you and opening the Bible to see what God is saying to us today;
Tim and I have been working on some special music for worship; I’m looking forward
to sharing it with you.
In between the busy summer and the busier fall that’s coming (sooner than we
think), Wilma and I are taking three weeks’ vacation. We’re going west, to visit her
mother and brother in western Washington. We’ll see old friends (we lived out there
for ten years, so we have lots of friends we want to see). We’ll visit with Don and Cathy
Bliss in their home in Seattle. We’ll ride a ferry, go for a walk on Rialto Beach, breathe
deeply, swap stories, hug, and sit quietly together, sipping tea and doing nothing at all.
When we get back, it’ll be time for Wilma to go back to work. And all of us
together will start another year of celebrating the good life we have here in the North
Country woods. We’ll worship together; we’ll lift up our voices in songs, old and new;
we’ll open God’s Word and listen for the still, small Voice; we’ll let the wordless
prayers of the Spirit rise up in our hearts; we’ll pray together for our families, our
town, our church, our nation and our world; we’ll celebrate life, the life God has given
us, exciting new ventures, familiar old patterns of caring for each other and caring for
the world; we’ll find our very own, special place in the work of God, the work of love,
the work of the Body of Christ. That’s us. That’s who we are.
So, I hope you’re enjoying your summer. I know I am. I hope you’re finding lots
of ways to share God’s love with one another, your families and friends, to enjoy the
beauty of the world, to celebrate your life, to renew your strength, to go for long walks,
sip a cup of tea with friends, do nothing at all; just be. If you have a special pastoral
need while I’m gone, give Pam a call and she’ll help you connect with the help you
need. And while we are apart, I’ll think of you often, pray for you daily, and give thanks
to God for the gift of this wonderful family of faith, here in the North Country woods.

many blessings,

david
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Your Generosity

Wanted and Needed

in July

Sunday Ushers and Greeters

Wireless Guest
Account

Deacon’s Collection

Please sign up on the board

SSID: FCC Guests

$204.00

Summer Greeters are an important
ministry and create a more
welcoming atmosphere for members
and visitors

Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Financial Report
June 30, 2017

YTD

Member support:

$ 68,904

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 12,000

Other Income:

$

Total Income:

$ 88,932

Total Expenses:

$ 94,210

Net:

8,028

$ - 5,278

SAVE THE DATE!
Back by popular demand

Saturday, September 30th!
4:30 pm – 7:30 pm in the Ladies Parlor
Plans are underway to do a Chili Cook-off at the game

Food Collection Sunday
August 27th, 2017

night! (Instead of a pot luck.) Bring a crockpot of your
favorite chili recipe. Don’t have one? No worries! Shredded
cheeses, sour cream and cornbread will also be needed.

The Food Cupboard is in need
of the following items:

More details to come as we get closer.

Small containers of
condiments. Coffee.
Canned fruit. Soups, stews,
canned meat (turkey,
chicken, ham, corned beef,
Spam). Canned or boxed
(complete) meals.

There is no charge and bringing a friend is strongly
encouraged ~ Fun for All Ages!

Thank you!

Brought to you by the Community Outreach Group
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Sunday School Happenings:
The teachers and children are enjoying
the summer break. NEW!! Children’s
bulletins are available each week in the
sanctuary each Sunday. Help a child
solve the puzzles if they get stumped!

We are excited! We are anticipating new young
faces in the fall to add to the growing number of
children we had in the spring, so there is the
potential for a decent sized group of children. We
are in need of volunteers to assist with Sunday
School on a monthly basis. More hands on deck
would allow us to split the group by age or energy
level as appropriate.
We would enthusiastically welcome help of any
kind. If you wish to share special gifts you have,
we would certainly welcome that, but mostly we
just need people willing to come and be with the
kids.
We have selected a curriculum called "Dig In"
which is very user friendly. Lessons are built each
week online by selecting which activities you wish
to do in order to fill the allotted time. We will
spend the whole year talking about Jesus.
We are also hoping to bring back our Rock and
Roll Christmas Pageant.
We want to have a focus on local missions so we
hope to do a lot of things like having the kids serve
food at Dinner Bell and singing songs at
Riverglen. Any ideas for local ways to live like
Jesus would be more than appreciated.
Kim Smith, Christian Education Chair

The Senior Center Meals-on-Wheels
program is in need of Salad Dressing bottles!
If you would like to donate a bottle(s), please bring to church or
bring to Pam in the office Monday-Thursday from 9am to 2pm,
she’d love to see you.
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Not your average walk, The RiverWalk for MS, is a great opportunity for walkers of all ages
and abilities (our walk has been done by stroller and by wheelchair)!
With rolling admissions, our approximately 1 mile loop can be done once or as many times as
you wish, at your pace, starting any time between 9am and 11am.
Over the last 3 years, our community has raised over $9,000 for the National MS Society and
had a lot of fun! This year’s goal is $5,000, but to accomplish this, we need YOU!!

Fourth Annual!!

The goal of our walk has always been to raise
community awareness and show support for those
affected by MS, while raising money for the National
MS Society. Help us Make a BIGGER Difference by
allowing us to add some personalities to our walk!

**********************************************

Saturday, September 9, 2017
You can Make a Difference by representing those in our
community whose lives have been affected by MS, so
that all stories may be heard!

For more information go to
http://1stconglittleton.org/ or

9-11am
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Official Sponsor Form

Registration is September 9, 2017 from 9:00 –
11:00am at the First Congregational Church!
Walkers can complete the approximately 1 mile
loop as many times as they wish. As about our
Scavenger Hunt for all ages!
Complete this form and bring it along with your
pledge/s on the day of the event!
All Proceeds to benefit the National MS Society!

Please make all checks payable to:
First Congregational Church of Littleton

Sponsor Name

Amount Amount
pledged received

(Sample) John Smith

$20.00

$20.00

Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________
____________________________________
Phone:__________________ Age:______
Waiver: I hereby waive all claims against
the First Congregational Church, event
sponsors, or any personnel for any injury I
might suffer in this event. I grant full
permission for the organizers to use
photographs of me and quotations from me
in legitimate accounts and promotions of this
event.

Signature:______________________
If under 18 years old, this form must be signed by a
parent or guardian

Hosted by
Thank You! Our goal this year is $5,000

First Congregational Church of Littleton
189 Main Street
Littleton, NH
444-3376
www.1stconglittleton.org

Total Receipts

Making a Difference!
Suggested Registration Fees:

Adults: $20.00……Raise $50.00 and we will waive your fee!
Children/Youth: $5.00……..Raise $10.00 and we will waive your fee!
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Silent Auction
During the 38th Annual Harvest Supper

38th Annual

Harvest Supper
AND SILENT AUCTION

Saturday, October 7, 2017

October 7th

Please consider being a part of the Silent Auction
as the proceeds are used to support important
Missions and Outreaches of the Church

Donations for the Silent Auction may include:

 Food
 Handmade Craft Items / Specialties
~ Be Creative!
 Themed Gift Baskets
 Gift Certificates
 Services, Experiences or Outings

To help us plan for set up that day, please fill
out a slip available at church or the church
office and return to Pam in the church office
by Monday, October 2nd.
June Davis’ visit to Virginia Miller’s Home
Virginia has a great pet named Big Boy. He is
not your average pet, he is a huge tortoise!
Big Boy was a baby that her son brought
home. Now Big Boy is 12, house broken and
goes out on a leash. He eats green grass and
dandelions. During the winter he hibernates
and wakes up in the spring.
He will go to the window and see if he would
like to go out and if he likes it he heads to
the back door to go out. I know you are
thinking, “How did they put a leash on a
tortoise’s neck?” Well, Tim, her son, figured
this out by drilling a hole in his hard shell and
putting a ring through it so that you can clip
a leash on it.

If you have any questions, please contact
Rachel Clark
at 869-5862

Thank you!
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Thank you to Estelle and Bob LaFleur for
hosting the church picnic on July 8th!
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June Davis was recently called to lend a hand as a nurse at the Horton Center. The Horton Center
is located outside of Gorham, NH, on 100 acres covering the top of 2,400 foot tall Pine Mountain.
They offer programs that may include hiking, canoeing, rock climbing, intermixed with reminders of
God´s presence and activity in our lives. They find the presence of God in the beauty and inspiration
of the natural world, in community, in scripture, prayer, and within one another.
June first saw a giant black bear as she was going up the road. She wasn’t sure if he wanted to eat
her or just take his picture, but when she got her iPhone out, he scampered out into the woods.
Fortunately, she was not eaten and could share some wonderful photos below!

The mission of Outdoor Ministries in the New
Hampshire Conference of the United Church of
Christ is to invite all God’s children to experience
Christian community in the natural world
The Outdoor Ministries programs, as part of the New Hampshire
Conference of the United Church of Christ, helps to fulfill the mission
of the Conference by offering programs for youth, adults and families
where people can experience the love of God, through our work,
worship, praying and playing with other members of the United
Church of Christ Congregations and those of other denominations
and groups. All outdoor ministry programs are open to all who wish
to experience this joy.

http://www.hortoncenter.org/
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Sunday, October 1st

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of
NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of the
offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries(JWM) to support a variety of
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants.
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
August
th

6
14th
16th
21st

David Weddington
Kristjar Nielson
Charron Sundman
Phil Krill

Happy Anniversary!
16th Cynthia & Lars Nielson
24th Janet & Bill Doyle

September (preview)
1st
5th
12th

Brooke Warden Glynn
Bob Warden
Nolan Clark & Laurie Boswell

1st
1st

Kellie & Jay Clark
Pam & Jeff Nute

I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
I hope you are having a great summer!
The Deadline for submissions for the September issue is:
Monday, August 28th

Thank you!
~ Pam Nute, editor

Apple Pull-Apart
1/2 cup apple jelly
1/4 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 cup butter, melted

2 apples – peeled & cut in 16
pieces each
2 cans refrigerated biscuits each biscuit dough cut in half

1. Heat oven to 350°. Grease flute pan. Spread jelly along
bottom and sprinkle with walnuts.
2. In bowl, combine sugar and cinnamon.

Thank you to Reg LaFlam for
painting the new Sanctuary
Doors!

3. Wrap one piece of dough around each apple slice. Pinch
edges to seal and completely cover apple slice. Dip in
butter and roll in sugar.
4. Stand slices on end in pan. Drizzle remaining butter and
sprinkle any remaining sugar on top of dough.
5. Bake for 30 to 40 minutes. Cool in pan for 10 minutes.
Enjoy!

~ From the Kitchen of Elizabeth & Mary Lopes
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