
   
 
 
                                                                                      

 
 
         

        
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                
 
  
  
       
 
 
     
    
  

                                                                                                                                                                           
        
          
              

 

 Easter has always reminded me of flowers and birdsong, of warm 
days and sunshine. Even though, now that I think of it, even in North 
Carolina when I was child, it seems there was often a really big rainstorm 
on Easter Sunday. Now, of course, I live in New Hampshire, where Easter 
could be eighty degrees and sunny or we could be cleaning our snowshoes 
from last Wednesday’s hike and splitting kindling for the chilly evening. 
 It’s wonderful when Easter can coincide with beautiful weather and 
sunny dispositions, but you know, it’s kind of interesting to play around 
with Easter joy when things aren’t going well at all, when it’s cold and 
rainy, when our lives are hard, when our hearts are filled with sadness. I 
wonder what Easter will be like for you this year. I know we’ve had some 
wonderful times here lately. We’ve enjoyed our worship; our children fill 
our hearts with joy; we’ve eaten together and played together and worked 
together and prayed together. We cherish the love God has given us to 
share. We are a family. Our lives are very good. 
 And even as we share this joy together, we’re looking at ways to 
share the many gifts God has given us with all the people we know who 
don’t have a family like ours, who don’t have the faith and the deep support 
we are privileged to share with each other. We’re looking very seriously at 
how we can nurture the life God has given us and grow it into more and 
more blessings for our neighbors near and far. It’s a wonderful, busy, 
exciting, challenging, joyful time in the life of our church.  
 There are well loved things that are passing away and awesome 
things that are coming down the pike, things we haven’t even dreamed of. 
Many people in this church have said, in one way or another, that you’ve 
felt God calling us to new and wonderful things, to life that is rich and full. 
We’re ready now to take stock of our lives, to notice the things that are 
fading, things that served us well in another time but are sapping our 
energies now. We’re ready now to let go of old, worn-out things, in order to 
make room for the new and vibrant life God is breathing into our church, 
our lives, right now. 
 It’s Easter. It’s time to remember, no matter if it’s sunny or if it 
snows, no matter if we’re feeling up or down, no matter if we’re anxious or 
filled with hope—it’s time to remember that pain and sorrow don’t get the 
final word in this world. It’s time to remember that God get’s the final 
word, and the final word is LIFE! No matter what, the final word if LIFE! 
Enjoy it. 
 
blessings,  
david 
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Upcoming 
Events 

April 7, 14, 21, and 28: 
Acts Adult Bible Study 
continues after church 
 
April 10, 17, and 24: Acts 
Bible Study at 12:30 pm 
 
April 10th Ladies Society 
at 1:30 pm 
 
April 16th – sponsoring 
Dinner Bell at All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church @ 5:00 
pm 
 
April 16th Church Council 
at 6:30 pm 
 
 



 
 

First Congregational Church 
April 2013 

Office Hours: Mon – Fri 8:30am – 12:30pm 
Pastor’s Office Hours: Weds and Thurs 10:00am – 12:00pm 

Music Director’s Office Hours: Weds 4:00pm - 8:00pm, Sun 9:00am – 12:00pm 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 
Pastor's Sabbath 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

2 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
7:00 PM-Al 
Anon/Ladies Parlor 

3 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
l 
 
8:00 PM-Weds. 
Night AA 

4 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
2:00 PM-OA 
Meeting 

5 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

6 
7:30 PM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

7 
9:00 AM-Adult Bible Study 
 
10:00 AM-Worship  Communion 
Sunday School 
 
11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship 
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing 

8 
Pastor's Sabbath 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
5:00 PM-Finance 
Meeting 
 
5:30 PM-SLLC Board 

9 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
5:00 PM-Property 
Committee 
 
7:00 PM-Al 
Anon/Ladies Parlor 

10 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
12:00 PM-Acts 
Group for Lunch 
 
1:30 PM-Ladies 
Society Meeting 
6:30 PM-Choir 
Rehearsal 
8:00 PM-Weds. 
Night AA 

11 
8:00 am – Ladies 
Ecumenical Prayer 
Meeting at 
Methodist Parish 
house 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
2:00 PM-OA 
Meeting 
6:00 PM-Christian 
Ed 

12 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

13 
 
7:30 PM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

14 
9:00 AM-Adult Bible Study/9:15 
AM-Choir Rehearsal 
 
10:00 AM-Worship Sunday 
School 
 
11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship 
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study 
 
7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing 

15 
Pastor's Sabbath 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

16 
10:30 AM-Riverglen 
Worship 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
4:00 PM-Dinner Bell 
All Saints' 
 
6:30 PM-Council 
Meeting 
 
7:00 PM-Al 
Anon/Ladies Parlor 

17 
10:00 AM-Clergy 
Group/Ladies Parlor 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
12:00 PM-Acts 
Group for Lunch 
 
6:30 PM-Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
8:00 PM-Weds. 
Night AA 

18 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
2:00 PM-OA 
Meeting 

19 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

20 
7:30 PM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

21 
9:00 AM-Adult Bible Study/9:15 
AM-Choir Rehearsal 
 
10:00 AM-Worship Sunday 
School 
11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship 
 
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study 
7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing 

22 
Pastor's Sabbath 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

23 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
7:00 PM-Al 
Anon/Ladies Parlor 

24 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
12:00 PM-Acts 
Group for Lunch 
6:30 PM-Choir 
Rehearsal 
8:00 PM-Weds. 
Night AA 

25 
8:00 Ladies 
Ecumenical Prayer 
Meeting Methodist 
Parish House 

11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
2:00 PM-OA 
Meeting 
 

26 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

27 
7:30 PM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

28 
9:00 AM-Adult Bible Study/9:15 
AM-Choir Rehearsal 
 
10:00 AM-Worship Sunday 
School-Food Collection 
 
11:15 AM-Coffee Fellowship 
 
11:30 AM-Act's Bible Study 
7:00 PM-Ballroom Dancing 

29 
 
Pastor's Sabbath 
 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 

30 
11:30 AM-AA - 
Fellowship Hall 
 
7:00 PM-Al 
Anon/Ladies Parlor 

 May1

 

2 3 
7:30 pm North 
Country Chorus 
will be 
performing Mass 
in D major by 
Antonin Dvorah 
and Requiem by 
John Rutter 

4 

http://wzus1.ask.com/r?t=p&d=us&s=a&c=a&app=a16&dqi=free+may+day+clip+art&askid=e5fec220-fd94-4ee2-8716-c5702730e4ee-0-us_gsb&l=dir&o=102296&oo=102296&sv=0a5ca87f&ip=4847d6eb&id=A13B2F95880E591F6BFB0BC150539032&q=may+day+clip+art+free&p=1&qs=999&ac=613&g=73eeuqj%25XmySCt&cu.wz=0&en=abt&io=0&ep=&eo=&b=a001&bc=&br=&tp=d&ec=1&pt=%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&ex=tsrc=abti&url=&u=http://clk.about.com/?zi=13/1tO&ity=boostSEM&o=102296&eng=boost&zu=http://webclipart.about.com/library/May/blmay6.htm
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Ladies Society Meeting 
  

 
 

 
The Ladies Society meeting was held on March 13 in the Ladies Parlor.  Present were 12 
members and one guest.  We were privileged to hear Gloria Louis, director of the 
Outreach House.  It is  located on Pleasant Street between the Methodist 
Church and the Parish House. The presentation was  very informative.  The goal 
is to provide another venue for helping meet the needs of our community.  Part of 
the discussion was centered on how we could assist and help them meet their 
goals.  Outstanding examples were given by Gloria and we, as a group, were very 
impressed with the work the organization is accomplishing.  Next month we will be 
exploring and discussing this subject more in depth.  
 
We welcomed Donna Matz after a two month trip to Florida and Mary Hodgdon 
from a vacation in Florida!   
 
Next month's meeting will be held in the Ladies Parlor  on April 10 at 1:30 p.m. For 
information call Barbara at 444-1104. 
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 Ladies Society Officers and Pastor David, 

Barbara Holland, Ann Craxton, Dottie Bailey and  
                           Emily LaFlam 

 

                              

 

 

 

                            

 

                                                 Ladies Ecumenical Prayer Meeting – Name and time change 
    Come join us at 8:00 – 9:00 AM at the Methodist Church Parish House on the second and fourth 
Thursdays, sharing of prayer concerns, outreach through a card ministry and a brief program followed by 
discussion. 
      This is not a club. We have no dues and no attendance requirements.  We gather early because some of us 
have other morning commitments.  These ecumenical gatherings provide a wonderful opportunity to be with 
friends from other churches and to grow in our understanding of one another.  Please call Sue Sullivan (823-
5292) or Carol Anne Gillis (444-2835) if you are interested in knowing more about this group.  We always welcome 
new members. 
******************************************************************************************************************************
** 



 

 

 

Wanted and Needed 
• Sunday Ushers and 

Greeters 
• Coffee Fellowship 

hosts 
Please sign up on board in front 
of church or call Pat Whipple at 

444- 3376 
Coffee Fellowship and Greeters 

and are an important ministry and 
create a more welcoming 

atmosphere for members and 
visitors 

Explore the possibilities! 
 An invitation to join in worship 

planning 
 Do you have special music you 

enjoy in worship? 
 Do you have creative ideas on 

how to present God’s holy word?   
 Do you love traditional worship 

services?  
Call or email Pastor David if     
you would like to join him in 
planning one, two or more 

worship services. 

 The next Dinner Bell that 
we host is April 16th at 5:00 
pm at the All Saints 
Church. 
Please sign up NOW to 
bring a casserole, side dish, 
rolls or dessert. 
Your help is also needed to 
help set up, serve, or clean 
up. 
Call Bob Muh at 444-5228 
for more information or to 
volunteer. 

February 28, 2013 YTD 

Member support: $ 22,425.33 

Scheduled w/d from 
trust funds  

$   3,346.62 

Facility Use         845.00 

Other income:  $      448.40 

Total Income:    $ 27,065.35 

Total Expenses:    $ 25,487.31 

Net: $   1,578.04 

Financial Report 

 

 

  

Food Collection Sunday –  
April 28, 2013 

The Food Cupboard suggests the 
following items: 

 Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet 
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags, 
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry 
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins, 
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken, 
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam).  Dry 
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes, 
pasta, canned beans, canned 
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings, 
crackers.  Dog and cat food- canned 
and dry. Cash to purchase gift cards 
for perishable items  
 

 

NEXT 
Council 
Meeting 

April 16th 
6:30 PM 

 
 
 

 

 
North Country Chorus 
will again be presenting 
their annual spring 
concert here at the 
First Congregational 
Church on May 3rd, 2013 
at 7:30 pm 

 
 

Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and lean not 
unto your own 
understanding.  In all 
your ways, acknowledge 
Him, and He will direct 
your path. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  The mission committee thanks all of our members and 

friends for a truly exceptional, heartwarming response to this year’s One Great Hour of 

Sharing campaign.   With the help of a very successful Palm Sunday Brunch, sponsored by the 

Christian Education committee and our church school youth, receipts to date are $1,788.42 – 

well over double last year’s total!  Your generosity will go a long way in helping those around the 

world who are less fortunate or who are recovering from the effects of catastrophic events.  

Their “one great hour of need” was indeed our one great hour to share.   

PATHWAYS PREGNANCY CARE CENTER ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BANQUET will be held at 

6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 25 at the New Life Assembly of God Church in Bethlehem.   

Tickets are $10.00 per person to cover the cost of the meal.   The dinner will also feature a 

silent auction, guest speaker Dan Kulp, and an opportunity to make a donation or pledge.   To 

reserve tickets or for further information, please call 444-3991. 

“HAND IN HAND” PROGRAM:  The “Hand in Hand” program,  facilitated by New Hampshire 

Catholic Charities, mobilizes a wide range of churches, businesses and civic and social service 

organizations in support of local youth who perform home repair, renovation and painting 

projects for elderly, disabled and low-income homeowners in the Littleton area and southern 

Coos County.  This year’s program will be conducted from June 23 to June 28.  The program last 

year saw 55 area students, assisted by local contractors and adult mentors, undertake seven 

projects; this year’s goal is ten projects.  In addition to contributions to help meet a $9,000 

budget, the program needs adult mentors to supervise 2 to 4-1/2 day projects,   and salads and 

servers for a kick-off luncheon on June 23.   This mission committee will match individual 

contributions made by May 15 by members and friends of the church, up to a total of $250.00, 

from mission discretionary outreach funds.   Checks should be payable to the First 

Congregational Church and should clearly indicate the purpose as a “Hand in Hand” contribution.   

For further information or to volunteer, please contact Bob Muh at 444-5228 or 

muhfamily@roadrunner.com. 

SAVE THE DATE:   On Saturday, May 18, the Grafton County Senior Citizens’ Council will host a 

“March for Meals” fundraising walk at the Horsemeadow Senior Center in North Haverhill.  

Further details will be available soon.    The “March for Meals” will help support the Meals on 

Wheels program of the Littleton Area Senior Center, whose talented cooks and dedicated 

volunteers combine forces to produce and deliver 4000 meals each month.   

                      

 

 
 
                                                                         
 
 
 
 

Mission Spotlight 
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 "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of the field; the grass 
withers, and the flower wilts; but the word of the Lord remains forever."  
 

                                             1 Peter 1:23-25 
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Shining Lights families will be fundraising this spring by offering Little Caesar's 
Pizza Kits which were a great success last year.  They will sell for the first two 
weeks of April and request a delivery the third week.  Please contact Su Schott at 
church or Director Dianah Hale should you like to see the products and/or to 
place an order (if you don't know any of the Family members).  We give thanks for 
your continued support. PIZZA PIZZA 
 
 

 

 

******************************************************************** ******  

   What is going on in Sunday School?  
Our final volunteer led unit of the year will focus on how we can care for the Earth as God cares for us!  We 

will celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day and all the gifts of nature that God has given us! We could still use 

a few more volunteers for this unit which will take place in the month of April.  If you or someone you 

know in the church might be interested please let Kim know (cierge@aol.com).   
 

Easter – March 31  
In order to allow all our adults to participate in our Easter Sunday Service, there will be no Sunday School 

on this day.  We will make sure that coloring sheets are provided and parents are encouraged to bring quiet 

activities so that we may be together as a church family on this holiday!  Following the service there will be 

an Easter Egg Hunt that promises to be a lot of fun!! 
 

2013/2014 Theme Contest – Through April 7  
We have launched an exciting contest to help pick the theme for our next school year!  Simply write your 

name and theme suggestion on an index card and place in the box in the Fellowship Hall or e-mail this 

information to cierge@aol.com.  All are welcome to enter and you can enter as many times as you like 

between now and April 7.  The winner of a Chutters Gift Certificate will be selected at our April CE 

committee meeting.   

************************************************************************************** 

 

 

NH UCC Women’s Spring Forum – Global Mission in the Middle East – speakers –Rev. 

Craig Cowing, Betsy Kelly and Janet Simmon – Saturday, April 13, 2013 from 9:30 am to 

2:30 pm at the South Congregational Church in Newport, NH.  Cost is $10 which includes 

lunch.  For further information please call Dot Pitman at 603-465-7672 or e-mail 

vpitman@tds.net.  Titles for the discussion are “Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: Past and 

Present” and “Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories”. 
 
 

 
 

        Shining Lights Learning Center 
 

mailto:cierge@aol.com
mailto:cierge@aol.com
mailto:vpitman@tds.net


 
 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL                                                                         

 
April 7th: Acts 5:27-32, Psalm 118:14-29, Psalm 150             
      Rev. 1:4-8, John 20:19-31                                     
 
April 14th: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20), Psalm 30                                                          
                Rev 5:11-14, John 21:1-19 
 
April 21st: Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23 
               Rev. 7:9-17, John 10:22-30 
 
 
April 22nd: Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148 
                Rev 21:1-6, John 13:31-35  
     
 **********************************************************************           

The North Country Chorus will be presenting  
Mass in D Major by Antonin Dvorak and Requiem  
by John Rutter on May 3rd, at 7:30 pm at the 
First Congregational Church 
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A very big thank you to all who 
donate to the Deacons Fund.  
It is amazing how many of our 
local people are in need of 
money to pay their telephone, 
fuel, electric, etc. We never 
give out cash.  We usually send 
the person to other churches 
or agencies to see if they can 
obtain additional funds from 
them.  We do not want to fund 
the total amount needed. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Pat Whipple  
Administrative Assistant 

A very big thank you to Dick Holland for the many years of service managing the Trust Funds.  
We will deeply miss his guidance.  This picture is of Alice Muh presenting Dick with a 
certificate for his service.  We also want to thank Alice for being the editor of Steeple Talk for 
many years. 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+clip+art+for+april&id=316835D6C9C54FE6B889D809F8FB355FC71E582B&FORM=IQFRBA
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First Congregational Church, UCC 
189 Main Street 
Littleton, New Hampshire 03561-4020 
Return Service Requested 
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In order to save money on the cost of postage, paper and 
ink toner for the copier, we have decided to stop sending a 
copy of the newsletter to everyone by mail.  Starting with 

the May edition we will be sending by e -mail.  I will be 
printing copies and putting on the table by the Madonna 

window in the sanctuary and I will have copies in the office.  
The office is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 

12:30 if you wish to pick them up.   For the few who might 
need a hardcopy and cannot  get into the office, please let 
me know and I will mail one to you. If we do not have your 

e-mail address, please let me know what it is so that I 
might put you on the list  

 

If you have any information to put in Steeple Talk, please 
forward to me before the 20 th  of the month.  

 

Thank you very much.  
 

Patricia Whipple  
Administrative Assistant  
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington 

Administrative Assistant:  Pat Whipple 

Organist & Choir Director:  Dottie Morton 

Officers 

Moderator:  Tina Peabody 

Vice Moderator: Bob Muh 

Treasurer: Dudley Bailey  

Assistant Treasurer: Marti Faulkner 

Financial Secretary:   

Committee Chairs 

Christian Education: Kim Smith 

Deacons:  Ann Craxton   

Finance: Marti Faulkner 

Mission:  Bob Muh 

Music:  Rachel Clark 

Personnel Relations: Eric Pospesil   

Property Management:  Art Hunt 

Overseer of the Trust Funds:  John Lofgren 

Shining Lights Learning Center 

Board Chair:  Suzanne Schott  

Director: Dianah Hale 

 

http://www.1stconglittleton.org/
http://www.1stconglittleton.org/

