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Ah Spring!
Earlier this morning, I looked out the front window of my house, and I
saw the squirrels competing with the crows for the last bit of suet in the little
box Wilma hung out so the birds wouldn’t starve in the cold and the snow
(such as it was). Now I’m here in my study and the Shining Lights’ children are
playing outdoors—still bundled up in their down jackets, to be sure, but
outdoors nonetheless and seeming to enjoy it. The sun is shining this morning;
all moods are lifted; at last we can feel in our bones the joyful declaration of
Easter—Christ is risen! (you say: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!) For sure, this
is the joyful Easter declaration par excellence, the one we Christians have been
shouting for . . . can you believe it? Even Wikipedia doesn’t have a suggestion of
when this custom began. The children here at the church seem to have a feel for
it just the same.
And the children of non-Christian families, too—Jewish kids, Muslim
kids, Hindu kids, Wiccan kids, and kids who are growing up in families that
don’t do religion—they’re filled with the very same joy, the very same
hopefulness. Yes, I’m betting the children of all the families around here and
around the world, all the children who live in places that are half-way between
the equator and the north pole, where winter is for real (well, most of the
time), and the darkness is long (even when it isn’t snowing), and it really does
feel like you’ve been let out of a tomb when the days get longer, and the sun
gets warmer, and the animals that sleep wake up, and the first red tinge on the
twigs reminds us that life is coming back to the world—I’m betting the
children, and not just the children, but also the little kid who lives in each of us
is filled with joy, is filled with hopefulness as we walk, as we play, as we sit
(well, it may be a little cold for sitting), as we dream of sitting in the sun not
many days from now.
It’s as if the children were blessed with a natural gift for recognizing
what’s beautiful, generous and good. It’s as if they’d been given an open
invitation to play in the smiling, loving presence of the one we know as God. It’s
as if God opened the gates to paradise and invited all of us in—not just the ones
who’ve signed on to the “right” religion, but all God’s children—whatever their
story, whatever their needs, wherever they were born. And I wonder if this
isn’t one of the possible ways we can understand Easter: The walls that once
divided us, the self-centered fear that once allowed us wall out and exclude the
children of people who were “not like us,” those anxious divisions, those walls,
the source of so much pain and so much sadness, have been torn down; they
were broken, destroyed, put to death on the cross. The reign of fear and death
is over; only love and life remain. The love that once awakened our childlike
hearts, the life that filled us with unselfish joy, the life, the love we thought was
dead has risen again from the frozen realm, from the darkness of the tomb. The
sun is shining; spring is coming; love is here to stay and all will be well, and all
will be well, and all manner of thing will be well!
blessings,

david
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7:00 PM-AA-FH
Earth Day

24

25

26

27

28

29

Fifth Sunday of Easter

11:30 AM-AA – FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH
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6:30 PM-Choir PracticeLP
7:00 PM-AA-FH

7:30 PM – North
Country Chorus
Spring Concert Sanctuary

7:00 PM-AA-FH
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“Classifieds and Notices”
Wanted and Needed
Sunday Ushers and Greeters
Coffee Fellowship hosts
Please sign up on the board

Guess whose pretty placemat this is on
the next page!

Financial Report
February 29, 2016

YTD

Member support:

$ 21,585

Scheduled w/d from
trust funds

$ 3,500

Other Income:

$

$ 26,461

Total Expenses:

$ 26,216

$ 245

Food Collection Sunday
April 24, 2016
The Food Cupboard is in need of
the following items:
Canned fruit. Soups, stews,
canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, corned beef, Spam).
Canned or boxed (complete)
meals. Small containers of
condiments. Coffee. Cat food.
Dry cereals and crackers.
Snacks for children.

Thank you!

Spring Clean Up
Mark your calendars for
Saturday

May 14th

SSID: FCC Guests
Password: fcc189main
Enjoy!

Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am
April 9 at the
Muh Residence
NOTE

1,376

Total Income:

Net:

Coffee Fellowship and Greeters
are an important ministry and
create a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

Wireless Guest
Account

Details coming soon!

The May breakfast will
take place on the FIRST
Saturday, the 7th to
accommodate church
clean-up day! It will be
held at the Menzies
residence.

Your Generosity
One Great Hour of Sharing
$1,445
Deacon’s Fund
$268 February
$264 March
Food Pantry (in addition to items)
$171 February
$195 March
$360 was raised in donations
for the Children’s Mission
piggy banks at the Palm
Saturday breakfast!

March 19
Palm Saturday Breakfast
See more pictures
throughout this issue!
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It’s Mary making her placemat so colorful!
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Christian Kam spots
the blue eggs first!

Pam “photo-bombs” Melissa and
Jonathan Kam having breakfast

Good luck to Melissa Kam, Director, as she awaits the arrival of son number three –due very, very soon!
Thank you to Karen Warren as she steps up as director while Melissa is on maternity leave until June.
Pam recently snuck out of the office to join in a Caterpillar’s lesson to learn colors and shapes with the
youngest of the Shinging Lights children. Yellow, “like the sun!” (YAY!), blue, pink, orange ... so many
enthusiastic little voices shouting out the answers to Melissa’s questions. Pam’s favorite? During the
shapes lesson when a round of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” broke out when a star shape appeared. It was
a lot of fun to watch the children feel wooden cut outs of the shapes they were learning. It was also
interesting to watch how Melissa lovingly worked – having each child individually say each color and
shape and reinforcing each thing learned by saying “Goodbye circle, goodbye triangle” as they put each
piece away. A joyful and informative time was had by all and before you knew it, it was time for sponge
painting!
Here are some photos of the older children, the Butterflies. Braden (featured left) loves to “erase Pam’s
memory” with his superpowers when she visits Shining Lights.
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Sunday School Happenings:
Learning about and Living the Faith
On March 12, our Confirmation Class took a Field trip to St. Rose to experience a Catholic Mass.
Pastor David went along with teachers Alice Muh and Mary Menzies. Since Pastor David is usually
busy in worship during the confirmation class, it was a nice opportunity for him to be able to spend
some time with the class.
The Confirmation class has been learning about the Sacraments. In addition to First Communion
class with Pastor David, Nolan Clark has been able to join in with the Confirmation Class for some
of these lessons. Nolan received his first communion during the Maundy Thursday Service.
Our children’s class spent the month of March learning about Easter. We started the month with a
science experiment that was a great visual to remind us how Jesus died to take away our sins.
Another week we talked about how Easter brought the hope of new life similar to how spring brings
hope of new life. We then went for a walk around Littleton to hunt for signs of spring!

Pancake Breakfast Recap
The Second Annual “Palm Saturday” Free Community Breakfast
and Easter Egg Hunt was held on March 19th. Once again this
was a great joint effort between the Community Outreach
Group (COG) and CE!! This year we allowed guests the option of
contributing to the Children’s Piggy Bank Mission. (We have
found that some are uncomfortable with a truly free breakfast.)
Some of our youth took the opportunity to tell the community
about their individual missions and members of the community were able to
learn about the Piggy Bank Mission as a whole! A very special thank you to all
those who contributed by volunteering, spreading the word, bringing a friend,
of donating either money or supplies!

Showing our Youthful Side!
On the Wednesday of Holy Week, the children of Shining Lights Learning
Center were presented with an Easter Egg Hunt in the Sanctuary. It was
great to see the Sanctuary filled with such excitement!! For the youngest
group we encouraged teamwork as they worked together to find all the
eggs! The older group had to find
one large egg and five smaller ones
(in 5 different colors). Special
thanks to the birthday girl, Pam
Nute, for helping with the hunt!
The CE committee is looking for
ways that we can share God’s Love
with children throughout the
community. New ideas always
welcome!!!

Page 6
Page 6

Steeple Talk
Steeple Talk

Mission Spotlight
2016 Meals on Wheels Walkathon:
On Saturday, May 21, 2016, the Littleton Area Senior Center, on behalf of the Grafton County
Senior Citizens Council, will host the fifth annual Meals on Wheels Walkathon, starting at the
Littleton Area Senior Center, 77 Riverglen Lane in Littleton. Registration will open at 8:30 a.m. and
walkers will have the opportunity to fortify themselves for the walk with a pancake breakfast. The
walk will commence at 10:00 a.m. and alternative 1-mile and 3-mile routes are available. The event
will also feature entertainment by Phil Rivera, face painting, visits by Smokey the Bear and McGruff,
assorted vendors, plus a barbecue lunch to be served at the conclusion of the walkathon.
The Littleton Area Senior Center is one of eight senior centers under the GCSCC umbrella. The
senior center’s service area includes Littleton, Bethlehem, Franconia, Sugar Hill, Easton, Lisbon,
Landaff and Monroe. In addition to a wide range of programs including trips, educational programs,
health screenings, exercise programs and regular entertainment, three key components of the
center’s functions are the home-delivered meals (Meals On Wheels) program (33,000 meals from
LASC alone in 2015) congregate lunches (weekdays at noon, 1,200 meals per month in Littleton) and
a very busy transportation program for trips to medical and other appointments, shopping, etc.
Many of the center’s clients are unable to afford even the modest suggested donation of $3.00 for a
home-delivered meal, and a recent survey suggests that for some of the clients, the meal delivery
driver is the only outside contact that they have in a typical week.
The Community Outreach Group and the mission committee will be working to organize a robust
complement of church members and friends to participate in the walk, donate and/or solicit
supporting pledges, with a goal of meeting or exceeding a $1,500.00 commitment authorized by the
church council, at the request of the mission committee, for recognition of the church at the “silver
sponsor” level. Pledge sheets will be available at the front of the sanctuary and in the church office.
For those who are unable to participate, donations are always welcome; checks should be payable
to “Littleton Area Senior Center” and a notation of your affiliation with the First Congregational
Church would be helpful.

Dinner Bell:
Our church will next host the “Dinner Bell” community meal at All Saints Episcopal Church on
Tuesday, May 3, 2016. A sign-up sheet for volunteers and food donations will be available in the
near future.

Youth Movement 360 Fundraising Banquet:
The Youth Movement 360 Fundraising Banquet will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 7 at the Littleton
Elks Lodge on Route 302 (Bethlehem Road). If you would like to attend, please contact Bob Muh at 4445228 or muhfamily@roadrunner.com .
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Ladies Society
The Ladies Society meeting was held on March 9th with fourteen present. We welcomed Karen
Byron to our group.
The tradition of providing a lily for the Easter service in honor of past members was
approved. Other major business included plans to host the North Country Association meeting
to be held here on May 1st. We are serving as hostesses. This association is comprised of all
the Congregational churches in the North Country – border-to- border. This is an annual
meeting and a pot-luck dinner will be served. The Ladies Society will provide the desserts.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 13, in the Ladies Parlor at 1:30. If you have
questions don't hesitate to call Barbara Holland at 444-1104 for information. Our officers are
June Davis, Emily LaFlam, Joyce Krill and Dottie Bailey. They also welcome inquiries!
Palm Saturday Breakfast Ladies
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This year, at our Maundy Thursday gathering, we welcomed
two new people to the Table of Blessing—Nolan Clark and
Maeghan Clark. To prepare for this moment, Maeghan and
Nolan took a special class with Confirmation Class teachers,
Mary Menzies and Alice Muh. In this class, they learned
about the meaning of the sacraments, and then we all sat
down together and talked about these important Christian
practices together. Then we took some special time at our
Maundy Thursday gathering to welcome these two young
people into the fellowship of the Table of Jesus. What a
joyful day that was! Welcome Nolan! Welcome Maeghan!
Welcome all who come to share the blessings of this meal!

Maeghan, Nolan and mom,
Kellie Clark

SNEAK PREVIEW!
Ann Craxton, Alice Muh and Pam Nute have been working on a 4x9
rack card (a modified brochure) to help promote the church. Below is a
draft copy; the front of the card is on the left side and the back is on the
right hand side. They will be ready soon for distribution and copies will
be available for anyone to share with the community.

First Congregational Church, UCC

Our Congregational Vision
Worship
Oﬀering worship
that celebrates
God’s love and
inspires us to bring
that love into our
daily lives.

Christian Education

Nolan and grandmother,
Rachel Clark

Many Thanks!
To Tim Gould for
donating a new color
printer so that the rack
cards can be printed inhouse along with color
posters for all the
wonderful events and
activities going on at
church!

Our Mission Statement
As followers of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are
called to provide a loving invita on and welcome to all, to
inspire and upli through the worship of god, to reach
out to heal and enrich lives through the Holy Spirit, and to
nurture people at various stages of their spiritual growth.

Pastor: W. David Weddington
Worship: Sunday 10:00 am
Adult Bible Study
Sunday School, Pre-K through High School
Shining Lights Learning Center
189 Main Street
Li leton, NH
(603) 444-3376

Email: fstcong@myfairpoint.net
www.1stcongli leton.org
www.fccshininglights.com
First Congrega onal Church of Li leton, NH

Engaging people of all ages and at all stages of their
spiritual journeys in Chris an faith forma on.

Service
Serving the community with
compassionate hearts in the
name of God.

Nurturing/Caring
Being inten onal and consistent in our
support and care for each other.

Presence in the
Community
Oﬀering ourselves as living
examples of God’s love as we
have come to know it through
Jesus Christ.
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Celebrating Birthdays & Anniversaries
April
Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

2nd
8th
13th
14th
17th
18th
21st
27th
27th
30th

5th
20th
22nd
22nd

Meaghan Clark
Connie Tuck
Curran Smith
Carol-Ann Blake
Su Schott
Ross Fairweather
Dorothea Ruggles
Amy Kim (Sundman)
Eric Sundman
Christine Sundman

May (preview)
3rd

Karen Lord

Cindy & Christopher Sparks
Martha Jane & Ralph Aldrich
Charron & Rick Sundman
Kay & John Lofgren
Birthdays & Anniversaries

Remember, if you would like your birthday and/or
anniversary in the next issue of Steeple Talk; please
contact Pam in the office to make sure it is included.
If you think we do not have your birthday and/or
anniversary on file OR if you would NOT like either to
be included, please let Pam know that too!
fstcong@myfairpoint.net or 444-3376.

I apologize in advance for any errors or omissions.
The Deadline for submissions for the May issue is

Tuesday, April 26th!
~ Pam Nute, editor

Judy Warden and Pam Nute at the Palm Saturday breakfast

To the pancake cooks, Ron & Alison Bolt!
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pam Nute
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton

Officers
Moderator: Ann Craxton
Vice Moderator: Lars Nielson
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill

Committee Chairs
Christian Education: Kim Smith
Deacons: Mary Menzies
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Judy Oleary
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations: Tina Peabody
Property Management: Reggie LaFlam
Overseer of the Trust Funds: Dudley Bailey

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Melissa Kam
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